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44TH CoNGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. { E;x. Doc.

1st Session.

No. 83.

SEAL-FISHERIES IN ALASKA.

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRET.ARY OF THE TREASURY,
TRANS~IITTING,

In 'response to resol'ufion of the House of Representatives, information
relating to the sea,l-jisheries in Alaskct.

JANUAHY

20, 18i6.-Referred to the Committee on ·ways and :\leans and ordered to
be printed.

TREASURY DEP.A.RT.MENT,
Jcutuary 17, 1876.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of a resolution, adopted ori the 14th ultimo, directing the Secretary of the
Treasury" to furnish to the House of Representativ-es such information
as he poss~sses touching the management of the Alaska seal-fisheries
by the Alaska Commercial Company of San Francisco, Cal., from the
date of its lease from the United States to the present time."
In response to said resolutiop I have the honor to transmit herewith1. A. schedule or list of all documents or papers on file in .tlJe office of
the Secretary of the Treasury relating to the Territory of Alaska from
and including August 3, 1870, the date of the lease mentioned in the
resolution, to and including January 17, 1876.
2. Copies of all documents and papers mentioned or referred to in
said list containing, or which appear to contain, the information desired.
These copies include all reports received by the Department from its·
agents, relative to Alaska, between the respective dates above mentioned.
Tbe copies thus furnished are numbered in chronological order, and
the accompanying list is numbered to correspond, in order that it may
readily be perceived what papers are and what are not transmitted.
Those which are thus withheld relate to matters of routine, and do not
appear to come within the scope of the resolution. The descriptive
list will, howeYer, enable the House or its committee to make a further
call for such papers, or any of them, should it seem desirable to do so.
Some of the information called for by said resolution has been here
printed, and may be found iu the following·described Executive
nments, viz :
H. R Ex.ecutiYe Docnment ~ o. 108, Forty-first Congress, tllir~ session;
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H. R. Executh·e Document No. 122, Forty-first Congress, third session;
H. R. Executi\e Docnwent No. 20, Forty-second Congress, second
session;
Senate Executive Document :No. 12, Forty-fourth Congress, :first sessioncopies of which are herewith also transmitted with references, by nnniber, to such of the reports therein printed as appear upon the schedule
or list above mentioned.
It may be proper in this connection to refer to the fact that the report
of General 0. 0. Howard, on affairs in Alaska, is printed at length in
said Senate Document No. 12, as a report from the War Department,
and a copy thereof having been transmitted by the Secretary of War
to this Department for its information, in October last, it appears on
said descriptive list as a part of its files. To this report was annexed a
pamphlet entitled "A history of the wrongs of Alaska," purporting to
have been printed by order of an association styled the "Anti-1\fonopoly
ARsociation of the Pacific Coast," and signed "Chas. Leege, secretary,"
which, having been printed as aforesaid, is formally transmitted herewith, and is here referred to only for the purpose of stating that this
Department has no knowledge or information concerning the said association, its secretary, or officers, if any such exist, which enables it to
judge to wllat extent, if any, the allegations contained in said pamphlet
are entHled to consideration or credence, other than is contained in the
report of J. S. :Moore, a copy of which is transmitted herewitll. A printed
copy of an elaborate report on the condition of affairs in Alaska, made
in November, 1874, by H. W. Elliott, then a speoial agent of this Department, is herewith submitted. This is understood to embrace all the
information contained in a similar report, by the same officer, in 1873,
printed in foliO', with illustrations, but of which only one copy is on the
files of the Department.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient sen'ant,
B. H. BHISTO\V,
Secretary of the Treasury.
Hon. 1\I. C. KERR,

Speaker of the House of Representati-ces.

A COMPLETE LIST OF PAPE-RS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OF THE TREASURY, IN THE ALASKA BUSINESS, SIN"CE THE DATE OF THE
LEASE TO THE ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY, AUGUST 3,1870, TO THE
PRESENT DATE.
[Entries marked with numbers are accompanied by copies of the documents.]

1870.
1. Lease from the United States to the Alaska Commercial Company,
dated August 3, 1870.
Letter of Assistant United States Treasurer, dated August 3, 1870,
to the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, relath;e to bonds ($55,000) of
the Alaska Oommercial Company.
2. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, attorney, dated August 3, 1870, to the
Actiug Secretary of the Treasury, relative to tlle deli,·ery by the collector of customs, San Francisco, of certain seal-skins to :Jiessrs, Hutchinson~ Kohl & Co., an~ 'Vil1iams, Ha\ens & Co.
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Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated August 3, 1870,
to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to disposal of skins.
Telegram of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated August 4, 1870, to
the collector of customs, authorizing him to deliver skins to Hutchinson,
Kohl & Co., and \Villiams, Havens & Co.
3. Letter of president of the Alaska Commercial Company, dated
August 4, 1870, to the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, relative to kill~
ing seals for year 1870.
4. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, dated August 6, 1870, to the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, relath·e to Alaska Commercial Company send~
ing vessel to Alaska,
5. Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated August 8, 1870, to
the collector of customs, San Francisco, authorized to allow Alaska
Commercial Company to send vessels to Alaska.
6. I.Jetter of J. \Y. 1\IcCockle, attorney for L. Goldstone, of San Francisco, dated August 9, 1870, to the Secretary of the Treasury, protesting against awanling lease to Alaska Commercial Company.
7. Letter of 1\Iessrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co,, dated August 16, 1870,
toN. L. Jeffries, attorney, relative to sending fire-arms to Alaska.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated August 17, 1870, to the
collector of customs, New York, authorized to receive tax on skins.
8. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, attorney, dated August 17, 1870, to the
Acting Secretary of the Treasury, relath·e to paying tax on seal-skins.
9. Letter of Hutchinson, Kohl & Uo., dated August 19, 1870, to N.
L. Jeffries, attorney, relative to seizure of fox-skins.
10. Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated August 22, 1870,
to collector of customs, Sitka, relath-e to importation of distilled spirits
into Alaska.
11. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, attorney, dated August 24, 1870, to the
Acting Secretary of the Treasury, requesting permission to land firearms in Alaska.
12. Rules of the Alaska Commercial Company, dated August 30,
1870.
13. Telegram of Acting Secretary of the Treasury, dated September 9, 1870, to the collector at San Francisco; permission granted
Alaska Commercial Company to take arms, &c., to islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George.
14. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, attorney, \Vashington, D. C., dated Septeruber 9, 1870, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to shipment
of arms to islands of Saint Paul and Saint George.
15. Executive order, dated September 9, 1870, modifying Executive
order of February 4, 1870.
1G. Circular of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated September 10,
1870, to officers of the customs, publishing Executiv-e order relative to
use of arms in Alaska.
Telegram of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated September 12, 1870,
to collector of customs, San Francisco, authorizing surrender of skins
to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
Telegram of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated September 12, 1870,
to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., advising them of aboYe.
Letter of Acting· Secretary of Treasury, dated September 12, 1870, to
Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., inclosing copy of telegram to collector
of customs, San Francisco.
17. Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated September 13, 1870,
to collectors, San Francisco, Sitka, Port Townsend, and Portland, Ore-
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gon, inclosing regulations l'elathTe to importation of fire-arms into
Alaska.
18. Letter of ~. L. Jeffries, attorney, dated September 17, 1870, to
Acting Secretary of Treasury, relative to publication.of award of lease.
19. Letter of Aeting Secretary of Treasury to collector, San Francisco,
dated September 19, 1870, directing publication of award of lease.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated September 19,
1870, to Secretary of Treasury, inclosing· affidavit of Captain Briggs.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco. dated September 20,
1870, to Secretary of Treasury, transmitting affidavit of officers and
crew of l\Iauna Loa.
20. Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, da,ted September
27, 1870, to Secretary of Treasury, relative to seal-skins on the Oyane.
21. Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated September 30, 1870, to
collector of customs, San Francisco, autlwrizing him to retain possession of 11,500 skins.
Letter of co1lector of customs, San Francisco, dated October 1, 1870,
to Secretar;y of the Treasury, relati\e to 226 casks skins shipped to New
York.
22. Letter of collector of cnstoms, San Francisco, dated September
30, 1870, to the Secretary of tile Treasury, inclosing copy of published
notice of lease, &c.
Letter;of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 1, 1870,. to Coast-Survey
Office, requestmg information relative to Jones' Island, Alaska.
Telegram of collector of customs, San Franciscor dated October 1,
1870, to collector of customs, New York, requesting him to retain possession of skins.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury r dated October 3, 1870, to collector
of customs, New York, authorized to retain possession of skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 3, 1870, to collector of
customs San Francisco, authorizing detention of "l\Iauna Loa."
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 3, 1870, to collector of customs San Francisco, authoring detention of 1\.iauna Loa.
Joint telegram of Special Agent McLean and collector of customs,
San Francisco, dated October 4,1870 7 to Secretary of Treasury, rel.ative
to skins imported by l\Iauna Loa and John Bright.
Letter of Coast-Sur\ey Office, dated October 4:, 1870, to Secretary of the
Treasury, inclosing chart of Jones' Island.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated October 5, 1870,
to Secretary of Treasury, inclosing statement of Captain John Reed. and
others, relative to fur-skins. _
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 6, 1870, to Coast-Survey Office, requesting further information relative to Jones' Island.
23. Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated October 6, 1870r to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to tlle introduction of liquors into
Alaska.
Letter of Special Agent :McLean, dated October 10, 1870, to the Secretary of the Treasury, concerning the importation of skins.
24. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 12, 1870, to collector of customs, San Francisco, inclosing 'letter addressed to collector
of customs, ~itka, relative to killing seals in Alaska.
25. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, datetl October 12, 1870, to collector of customs, Sitka, relative to killing seals in Alaska.
Letter of collector of customs, ~ew York, dated October 13, 1870, to
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to furs receiyed from San Francisco.
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. Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 14, 1870, to collector of customs, New York, relative to 226 casks of furs.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 15, 1870, relati\e to
226 casks of furs; addre~serl to collector, New York.
Telegram of collector of customs, New York, dated October 15, 1870,
to Secretary of Treasury, relative to 226 casks of skins.
Telegrams of Scholl> Brothers, New York, rlated October 17, 1870, to
S€cretary of the Treasury, relative to exportation of skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 17, 1870, to Scholb
Brothers, New York, relative to shipment of skins.
26. AffidaYit of S. X. Buynitzky, dated October 19: 1870, relative to
seal-skins.
27. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, dated October l9, 1870, to Secretary of Treasury, recommending appointment. of S. Falconer, &c.
Telegram of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated October 20,
1870, to Secretary of Treasury, relative to skins of C. J. Jansen.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 21, 1870, to collector of custom , San Francisco, relative to skins of C. J. Jan sen.
Letter of Secretary of State, dated October 22, 1870, to Secretary of
the Treasury, inclosing letter from Russian minister relative to furs.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated October 25, 1870, to the
collector, San Francisco, relative to 6,000 seal-skins.
Letter of Hutchinson, KQhl & Co., dated October 25, 1870, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relati\e to seal-skins detained at New York. ·
Telegram of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated October 26,
1870, to Secretar.r of Treasury, relative to 5,070 skins consigned to
James Tinker, New York.
Le~ter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated October 27, 1870,
to Secretary of Treasury, relative to fur-seal skins imported by Ann
Eliza, inclosing statement of H. H. vVaterman; affidavits of G. Webster, l\1. V. Beverage, and C. J. Jansen; letters of Russian consul.aud
J. M. l\Iass; certificates of C. P. Dudly, and :B"". H. Craig.
Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, dated October 28, 1870, to
H. M. Hutchinson, relative to release of skins claimed by Russian
minister.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated October 29, 1870,
to Secretary of Treasury, relati\e to 5,0'i0 skins, per the Eustace, and
inclosing letter of Russian consul.
2t;. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated N o\ember 1, 1870, to
Special Agent Bryant, relative to disposition of skins preserved by
natives.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dat~d November 4, 1870, to collector of customs, San Francisco, re1atiYe to delivery of furs.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated November 4, 1870, i·o collector
of customs, New York, relative to detention of furs of :Jiessrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
Letter of Russian minister, dated November 6, 1870, to Secretary of
Treasury, relative to 226 casks of furs.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated N mTember 7,
1870, to Secretary of Treasury, re1ati\e to furs imported lJy the
Czareritch.
Letter of collector of customs, New York, dated N'o,Tember 9, 1870, to
Secretary of Treasury, relative to detention of 30 cases furs.
Letter of Secretary of 'Var, dated November 10, 1870, to the AttorneyGeueral, relative to the introduction of distilled spirits into Alaska.
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Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated November 11,.
1870, to Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the importation of sealskins, per the John Bright and Mauna Loa; aud inclosing statement
of R. H. Waterman, and affidavits of A. Kurtz and L. Gerstte.
Letter of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., dated November 12, 1870, to the
collector of customs, San Francisco, relatiV"e to skins by Constantine.
Letter of col ector of customs, San Francisco, dated November 12,
1870, to Secretary of Treasury, relative to skins per J. \V. SeaV"er.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, <lated November 12,
1870, to Secretary of the Treasury, relative to skins per Constantine.
Letter of \Vebster & Craig, New York, dated November 15, 1870, to
the collector of customs, ~ ew York, relative to <letentiou of skins of
Scholb Brothers, New York.
.
Letter of collector of customs, New York, dated November 16, 1870,
to Secretary of the Treasury, relati\·e to furs from San Francisco, under
bond.
29. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated November 18, 1870, to the
Secretary of State, transmitting copy of letter of Russian minister.
Letter of Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, dated ~o,·eml>er 18,
1870, to N. L. Jeffries, requesting him, or :\lr. Hutchinson, to call at
the Department.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, dated November 18, 1870, to the
Russian minister; detention of skins at :New York.
Telegram of deputy collector of customs, New Yorl\:, dated NoV"ember
18, 1870, to H. B. James~ Treasury Department, relative to ~2G casks of
furs.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury. dated November 21, 1870, to the
collector of customs, ~ew York, relati\Te to 22G casks furs.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated No\ember 23, 1870, to the
collector of customs at San _Francisco, authorizing delivery of skins per
John Bright.
Letter of N. L. Jeffries, dated NoV"ember 23, 1870, to collector of
customs, San Francisco, requesting delivery of skins per John Bright.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated ~ovemher 26, 1870, to the
collector of customs, San Francisco, authorizing delivery of skins per
J. W. Seaver.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated November 28, 1870, to the
collector of customs, San Francisco, relatiYe to skins per the J. W.
Seaver.
Letter of N. L. Jeffries, dated November 30, 1870, to the Secretary of
the Treasury, relative to delivery of skins.
30. Report of S. N. Buynitzky, dated December 30, 1870, relative to
the seal-fisheries at islands of Saint Paul and Saint George.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated December 31, 1870, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relatiYe to the landing of ale and porter on
steamer California.
1871.
Letter _o f Secretary ofTreasnr:r, dated January 5, 1871, to the collector
of customs, San Francisco, authorizing deli very of 5,862 skins to Alaska
Commercial Uompany.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated January 3, 1871, to Secretary of Treasury, report of condition of business.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated January 7, 1871, to the collector of customs, San Francisco, relati\e to shipment of intoxicating
liquors to Alaska.
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Letter t'rom Bon. George \V. Julian, ~I. C., dated February 4, 1871, to
Secretar,y of the Treasury, requesting certain papers.
Letters of Secretary of the Treasury, dated February 7 and 8, 1871,
to Speaker of House of Repre.::;entati \·es, transmitting certain Alaska
papers.
31. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 9,1871, ·to president of Alaska Commercial Company, requesting copy of list of officers
of company, &c.
32. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 10, 1871, to
collector of customs, Sitka, instructions as to the dispositions of
wines, &c.
33. Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, dated February 17, 1871, to Secretary of Treasury, inclosing list of officers and
stockholders of company.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated February 23, 1871, to
the Secretary of the Treasury, referring to his report of October 6, 1870.
LettP-r of president of Alaska Commercial Company, relative to
steamer Alexander sailing for Alaska; letter dated 1\larch 13, 1871.
Letter of Professor L. Agassiz, dated l\larch 14, 1871, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to sending alcohol to Captain Bryant for preservation of animals.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated J\Iarch 20, 1871, to the President of the United States, requesting modification of Executive order
of J.i.,ebruary 4, 1870, relative to introduction of spirits into Alaska.
34. Executive order, dated March 21, 1871, modifying Executive order
of February 4, 1870.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated J\Iarch 25, 1871, to Professor
L. Agassiz, authorizing shipment of alcohol to Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated l\Iarch 25, 1871, to collectors
of customs, San Francisco and Sitka, transmitting copy of Executive
order of 1\-Iarch 21, 1871.
35. Letter of H. M. Hutchinson, dated April17, 1871, to Secretary of
the Treasury, requesting reduction of rent for islands of Saint Paul and
~aint George for 1870.
36. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated l\Iay 5, 1871, to the president of Alaska Commercial Company, allowing company to deposit rent
with assistant treasurer at San Francisco.
37. Letter of N. L. J efl'ries, dated l\fay 6, 1871, to Secretary of Treasury, relative to taxes due the Government from the Alaska Commercial
Company.
'
Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, dated May 13, 1871, relative to
shipment of skins by Alaska Commercial Company per steamer Alexander.
38. Report of Special A.gent Falconer, dated May 14, 1871, to Special
Agent Bryant, relath·e to condition of business at Saint George Island.
39. Report of Special Agent Bryant, dated l\lay 19, 1871, to Secretary
of Treasury, relative to the condition of the seal islands.
40. Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Uompany, dated June
13, 1871, to Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the reduction of rent
of islands of Saint George and Saint Paul for 1871.
41. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated J nne 28, ;1871, to S. N.
B uynitzky, instructed to proceed to Alaska.
42. Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, dated June 30, 1871, to S.
N. Buynitzky, transmitting copy of lease of Alaska Commercial Company . .
Letter of Davi<l Sbirpser, dated San Francisco, July 7, 1871, to Secre-
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tary, complaining of action of collector of customs, Sitka, relative to
delivery of wines, &c.
Letter of Secretary of State, datea July 11, 1871, to the Secretary of
the Treasury, transmitting letter from Hussian minister, relative to
appointment of curators on Saint George and Saint Paul Islands.
43. Letter- of Secretary of Treasury, dated July 14, 1871, to president
of Alaska Commercial Company, relative to reduction of rent of islands
of Saint Paul and Saint George for 1871.
44. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, dated July 15, 187~, to Secretary
of the Treasury, informing Department of the arrival of the Qyane.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated July 19, 1871, to SecreLu.~"
State, informing him that curators will be allowed on islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated July 19, 1871, to collector of
customs, Sitka, authorized to allow two curators to reside on Saint
George and Saint Paul Islands.
.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated July 20, 1871, to collector of
customs, Sitka, relative to establishment of a brewery at Sitka.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated July 20, 1871, to David Shirpser, San Prancisco, relative to the importation of wines, &c., into Alaska.
Letter of collector of customs, San Prancisco, dated July 25, 1871, to
Secretary of the Treasury, inclosing letter from Lyon & Co., relative to
ale shipped by them to .Alaska.
45. Report of Special Agent Palconer, dated August 3~ 1871, to
Special Agent Bryant, relati \·e to condition of affairs at island of Saint
George.
.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, dated August 4, 1871, to collector of customs, Sitka, approving his action in refusing landing of ale.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, dated .August 4, 1871, to the
collector of customs, San Francisco, inclosing letter to the collector at
Sitka.
Letter of E. B. Jerome, (custom-house San Prancisco,) dated August
8, 1871, to P. A. Crawford, Dayton, Ohio, relath e to skins detained at
San :Francisco.
4G. Letter of S. N. Buynitzky, elated Augm~t 10, 1871, to Secretary of
the Treasury, report of seal-killing on island of Saint George. ·
47. Certificate of Special Agent Paiconer, dated August 5, 1871,
relative to shipment of skins by the Alaska Commercial Compan;y.
48. Certificates of Special Agent Bryant, dated August 11, 1871,
relative to shipment of skins by the Alaska Commercial Colllpany.
49. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, dated August 1, 1871, to Special
Agent Palconer, relativ-e to the seal-fishery at Saint George Island.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated September 23, 1871, to
the Secretary of the Treasury, returning letter of l\Iessrs. Lyon & Co.
50. Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated September 23, 1871,
to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to landing of liquors aud the
manufacture of beer at Alaska.
51. Letter [copy] of :Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., relativ-e to
rental of buildings at Port Yukon.
Letter of Theodore Hatterm, dated Sitka, October 23, 1871, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relativ-e to the delh'ery of ale, &c.
52. Report 0f Speciai Agent Charles Bryant, dated November 10,
1871, to Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the seal-fisheries.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated November 24, 1871, to
Special Agent Bryant, Fair Haven, :;.\lass., requesting him to report at
Department.
7
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53. Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, dated November 29,
1871, to Hutchinson, Kohl . & Co., declining to give them permit to
occupy buildings.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, dated December 2, 1871, to the
collector of customs, San Francisco, relative to 21 seal-skins forwarded
from Kodiak to San Francisco, by F. A. Crawford.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, dated December 11, 1871, to
SecretarJ· of the Treasury, relative to stealing: alcohol fi·om warehouse.
54. Letter of Assistant· Secretary of the Treasury, dated December
12, 1871, to Special Agent Bryant, relative to seal-skins taken on islands
of Saint Paul and Saint George in 1870.
5.3. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, dated December 16, 1871, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to seal-skins taken on the islands of
Saint Paul and Saint George, in 1870.
1872.
56. Letter of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., dated January 23, 1871, to' the
Secretary of the Trea ·ury, offering 8100 rent for buildings at Fort Yukon, Alaska.
57. Letter of Secretary of the Treasnry, dated January 2.3, 1872, to
chairman Committee on Commerce, House of Representatives, transmitting draught of bill, relative to management of seal-fisheries in
Alaska.
58. Letter of Secretar.v of Treasur;y, dated January 2.3, 1872, to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., relati-ve to rental of buildings.
59. Letter ef Secr~tary of Treasury, dated January 31. 1872, to Solicitor of Treasur.r, inclosing papers, and requesting opinion as to reduction of rent of buildings.
!Jetter of Nicholas Korigin, missionary prieRt of Russian Church, San
Francisco, dated January 31, 1872, re(}uesting permission to ship wine
to Alaska.
Letter of chairman Senate Committee on Commerce, dated February
8, 1872, petition for enactment of a law for protection of walrus in the
Arctic Sea.
60. !Jetter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 13, 1872, to
Special Agent Bryant, inclosing abo-ve petition for report.
61. Letter of Solicitor of Treasury, dated February 13, 1872, to the
Secretary of th Treasury, relatiYe to the reduction of rent on islands
iu Alaska.
Letter of chairman Committee on Commerce, inclosing bill for protection of fur-bearing animals in Alaska, dated February 15, 1872.
G2. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 15, 1872, to the
President of Alaska Commercial Uompany-, declining to lessen the
amount of rent for islands of Saint Paul and Saint George.
63. Lettel' of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 20, 1872, to the
Senate chairman Committee on Commerce, relati-ve to bill for the protection of fur-bearing animals in Alaska.
64. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, dated Febrnary 20, 1812, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relatiYe to law for the protection of the walrus in the Arctic Sea.
Letter of Secretary of the Trea~mry, dated February 21, 1872, to the
Solicitor of the Treasury, rt>latiYe to robbery of warehouse by A.
Vasseriss.
65. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 21, 1872, to
N. L. Jefl'ries, transmitting· opinion of Solicitor of Treasury, relati,·e to
.r.eduction of rent.
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Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 26, 1872, to the
Senate chairman Committee on Commerce, transmitting report of
Special Agent Bryant, relative to law protecting walrus.
Letter of Assistant Secretary of Treasury, dated February 27, 1872,
to Special Agent Bryant. informing him that steamer "Alexandria''
sails for Alaska, April1, 1872.
66. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated February 28, 1872, to the
President of the United States, inclosing drqugh b of order modifying
Executive order of February 4, 1870, relative to shipment of wines
to Alaska.
67. Executive order, dated February 29, 1842, modifying Executive
order of February 4, 1870.
68. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, dated February 20, 1872, to the Solicitor
of the Treasury, relative to fur-seals to be killed under lease of Alaska
Commercial Company.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated J\-Iarch 2, 1872, to the collector
of customs, San Francisco, authorizing him to allow Captain Bryant to·
take alcohol to Abska.
·
·
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated March 2, 1872, .to Special
Agent Bryant, authorizing him to forward seal-skins to San Francisco.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated l\Iarch 2, 187~, to the collector
of customs, San Francisco, informing him that Captain Bryant will
send him skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated March 2, 1872, to the collector
of customs, San Francisco, authorizing him to allow wines to go to·
Alaska.
69. Letter of Assistant Secretary of Treasury, jated March 2, 1872,
to the collector of customs, Sitka, transmitting copies of Executive
order of February 29, 1872.
Letter of Assistant Secretary of Treasury, dated March 2, 1872, t()
Nicholas Karrigin, San Francisco, referred to the collector of customs,.
San Francisco, for information relative to shipment of wines to Alaska.
70. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated March 13, 1872, to Speciall
Agent Bryant, authorizing him to purchase materials not exceeding
$4.000.
71. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated March 13, 1872, to Special
Agent Bryant, relative to shipment of materials for Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, dated Marcil 13, 1872, to Special
Agent Bryant, authorizing him to import animals into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, dated March 13, 1872, to collector of customs, San .F rancisco, authorizing sale of tea to be forwarded
by Special Agent Bryant.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, dated March 14, 1812, to collector of
customs, Sitka, authorizing him to allow F. Hatterm to reship ale, &c.,
to San Francisco.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, March 15, 1872, to collec.tor, Salll
Francisco, giving Captain Bryant authority to take alcohol to Alaska.
See General Howard's report.
·
Letter of Henry H. Sage, dated Buffalo, N.Y., ·M arch 16, 1872, to.
the President of the United States, inclosing extract from Alaska,
Herald, (referred from vYhite House.)
72. Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated March 25,
1872, relative to seal-fisheries at t)aint Paul and Saint George Islands •.
Letter of Solicitor of Treasury, March 27, 1872, to Secretary o£
Treasury, relati\'e to proceedings against A. Vasseriss.
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Telegram of Special Agent Bryant, )larch 27, 1872, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, requesting permission to ship whisky to Alaska.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, dated March 28, 1873, to collector
of customs, San Francisco, authorizing him to allow Special Agent Bryant to ship liquors to Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, l\larch 30, 1872, to collector, Sitka,
authorizing him not to take proceedings against A. Vasseriss.
Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, April 8, 1872, to
Secretary of Treasury, inclosing certificate of deposit for $55,000 rent.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, April 9, 1872, to the Secretary
of Treasury, reporting shipment of ale to Port Townsend, Wash.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, April11, 1872, to the Secretary
of Treasury, requesting instructions relative to A. Vasseriss.
73. Letter of Solicitor of Treasury, April 15, 1~72, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to application of the Alaska Commercial Co.,.
for reduction of rent.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, April 18, 1872, to the president of
Alaska Uomtnercial Uompany, acknowledging receipt of $55,000.
74. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, Apri118, 1872, to the president of
Alaska Commercial Company, relative to reduction of rent for 1871.
75. Letter of president Alaska Commercial Company, April1, 1872,
to the agents of the company, inclosing copy of regulations, &c.
76. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, April 19, 1872, to collector San
Francisco, relative to sending a cutter to Unmak Pass.
77. Letter ~f president of Alaska Commercial Company, Apri12G, 1872,
to Secretary of Treasury, relative to rent for Seal Islands.
78. l1etter of .N. L. Jeffries, l\1ay 4, 1872, to Secretary of Treasury, requesting that excess of rental be forwarded to president of Alaska Commercial Company, at San Francisco.
Letter o Secretary of TrAasury, .l\Iay 6, 1872, to Treasurer of United
States, authorizing issuance of draft for $22,0J 9.25 to ' president of
Alaska Commercial Company.
Letter of Special Agent Bryant, l\Iay 9, 1872~ to Secretary of Treasury,
rf'lative to 3,541 skins shipped per .Alexander, and consigned to collector San Francisco.
Letter of Treasurer of United States, ~lay 9, 1872, to Secretary of
Treasury, inclosing transfer-check on assistant treasurer San Francisco
for $22,019.25 for Alaska Commercial Company; also certificate of deposit
by said company for $5,480.75 on account of rental.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, 1\Ia.v 9, 1872, to president Alaska
Commercial Company, transmitting draft for $22,019.25.
79. Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, l\lay 9, 1872, relative to shipment of skins.
80. Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, l\lay 21, 1872,
to Secretary of Treasury, acknowledging receipt of draft for $22,019.25.
Telegram of deputy collector of customs, San Francisco, :J.lay 24, 1872,.
to Secretary of Treasury, reporting arrival of seal-skins.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, l\lay 27, 1872, to the collector San
Francisco, authorized to send skins to New York.
81. Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, ::\lay 28, 1872,.
to Secretary of 'l 'reasury, submitting certificate of deposit for $102,837,.
tax on seal-skins.
Telegram of deputy collector of customs, San Francisco, June 1, 1872,
to Secretary of Treasury, relative to packing seal-skins.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, June 3, 1872, to the collector of
customs San Francisco, authorized to have skins properly packed.
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Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, June 8, 1872~ to the Secretary
-of Treasnr;y, reporting condition of affairs _in district.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, June 10, 1872, to Secretary of Treasury, relative to sale of tea.
.
Account-current of collector of customs, San Francisco, June 11, 1872,
to Secretary of Treasury, relative to expenses of resalting and repacking 3,541 skins.
Letter of collector, San Francisco, June 11, 1872, to Secretary of
Treasury, relati,Te to skins sent by Oaptain Bryant.
' Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, June 15, 1872, to Secretary of Treasury, requesting remittance of 86,000 to pay vouchers of
{Jap,tain Bryant.
82. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, June 17, 1872, to Secretary of Treasury,
relatiYe to ownership of buildings iu Alaska, on application to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
83. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, J nne 10,1872, to So1icitor of Treasury, requesting opinion relati\e to the ownersllip of buildings in Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, June 20, 1872, to collector, San
Francisco, approving bills for expenses on skins.
·
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, J nne 26, 1872, to collector of customs,
.San Francisco, advised of remittance of $6,000.
Letter of collector of customs, New York, June 28, 1872, to Secretary
of Treasur,y, relatiYe to 37 casks of skins arrived from San Francisco.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 2, 1872, to collector of customs,
New York, relative to 37 casks of seal-skins from San Francisco.
Letter of collector of customs, New York, dated July 17, 1872, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the value of fur-skins from San
Francisco.
Letter of collector of customs, ~ew York, July 18, 1872, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to 37 casks of skins from San ;rancisco.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 20, 1872, to collector of customs,
New York, relative to advertising skins for sale.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 22, 1872, to collector of customs,
New York, relative to sale of skins.
Advertisement for sale of skins at New York.
Bid of 1\fessrs. George C. Treadwell & Co., New York, $7.25 per skin.
Bid of "\Villiams, Haven & Co., New London, $8.30 per skin.
· Bid of E. S. Mawson, Philadelphia, $7.30 per skin.
Bid of George King, New York, 87 per skin.
Did of L. J. Phillips & Co., ~ew York, $7.12~ per skin.
Letter of ·l \Iartin Bates, jr., & Co., New York, August 14, 1872, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to sale of seal-skins.
Letter of collector of customs, New York, August 14, 1872, to Secre·
tary of Treasury, relative to proposals for skins.
8±. Report of Samuel Falconer, August 15, 187.2, to Special Agent
Bryant, relative to affairs at Saint George Island.
Telegram of Acting Secretary of Treasury, August 19, 1872, to ::.\Iessrs.
\Yilliams, Ha\ens & Co., New London, August 19, 1872, informing tllem
of acceptance of bid for skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, August 19, 1872, to collector of enstoms, New York, informing him of aceeptance of bid of 1\Ies:"rs. Williams, Ha\ens & Co. for skins.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, August 19, 187.2, to Messrs.
E. Goddard, A. L. Sturtevant, and S. I. Kimball, of the Treasury Department, appointing thew a committee to open sealed proposals for skins.

.ALASKA.

13

Report (August 19, 187:3) of board appointed to open ·sealed proposals.
for skins. Recommend acceptance of bid of 'Villiams, Havens & Co.
Telegram of collector of customs, New York, August 19, 1872, to the
Secretary of Treasury, requesting decision on bid for seal-skins.
Telegram of Geo. C. Treadwell & Co., New York, .August 19, 1872, to
the Secretary of the Treasury, withdrawing offer for skins.
Letter of Geo. C. Treadwell & Co., Xew York, August 19, 1872, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to withdrawal of bid.
Letter of Samuel ~Iilletich, dated Sitka, August 20, 1872, to the Secretary of the Treasury, rclatiYe to receiving liquors for certain purposes ..
8.3. Certificate of Special .Agent Bryant, .Augu£t 20, 1872, relative to
shipment of 21,000 skins to San Francisco.
Telegram of 'Villiams, Havens & Co., .August 20, 1872, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to counting and receiving skins.
Letter of E. S. ~lawson, Philadelphia, .August 20, 1872, to Secretary
of the Treasury, requesting to be furnished with bids for skins.
Letter of .Acting Secretary of Treasury, August 21, 1872, to E. S.
l\Iawson, Philadelphia, giving list of bids for skins.
Telegram of E. S. J\Iawson, Philadelphia, August 22, 1872, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, acknowledging receipt of letter.
Letter of Secretar.v of Treasury, dated Groton, :1\:Iass., .August 2.4,
1872, to the Acting Secretary of tlle Treasury, requesting account-current of seal-skin sale.
Letter of .Acting Secretary of Treasury, August 26, 1872, to the New
York Daily Times, transmitting check for $25.60 for publishing notice of
sale of skins.
86. Certificate of Special Agent Samuel Falconer, .August 27, 1872,.
relative to shipment of 8,877 skins.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, August 28, 1872, to collector
of customs, New York, authorizing him to send account of expenses of
sale of furs.
.
87. Report of Special .Agent Bryant, September 5, 1872, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, on the affairs of the Seal Islands.
88. Certificate (in duplicate) of Captain Bryant, September 9,1872, relative to shipment of 49,551 skins.
·
Letter of collector of customs, New York, September 9, 1872, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, account of sale and expenses of 37 casks of.
skins.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Trea~ury, September 12, 1872, to collector of customs, Sitka, denying application of Samuel Milletich, relative
to importation of wines into Alaska.
Account of expenses connect~d with resalting, packing, hauling, storage, &c., of 37 casks of seal-skms.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, October 17, 1872, to the Recretary of the Treasury, reporting his visits to different parts of the district, &c.
89. Lf'tter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, dated N ovember 4, 1872, to Secretary of Treasury, inclosing certificate of Special
Agent Bryant as to compliance with their lease; also inclosing certificate
of deposit for $252,181.12.
90. J.;etter of Secretary of Treasury, December 2, 1872, to collector of
customs, San Francisco, verification of number of seal-skins.
91. Letter of Solicitor of Treasury, December 4,1872, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to application of ~1essrs. Hutchinson, Kohl &
Uo. as to ownership of buildings in .Alaska.
92. Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, dated December 12,
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1872, to tlw Secretary of the Treasury, reporting as to number of sealskins brought into port, &c.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, December 23, 1872, to the collector
·Of customs, Sitka, relative to the prevention of smuggling in his district.
1873.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, J\1:ay 20, 1873, to the Secretary of
-the Treasury, reporting importation of bitters, and asking for instructions.
93. Report of Samuel Falconer, assistant special agent, l\-fay 27, 1873,
as regards fur-seals on Saint George Island.
Letter of H. T. Whitford, dated Sitka, May 27, 1873, to the Secretary
·Of the Treasury, relative to seizure of scarlet cloth.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, June 10, 1873, to the Secretary
of the Treasurs, relative to importation of goods of Indians; inclosing
letter of 1\Iajor J. Stewart, United States Army.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, June 16, 1873, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to officers of the United States Army receiving
supplies of liquors.
94. Certificate of Captain Bryant, June 2, 1873, as to shipment of
3,906 seal-skins.
Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, June 30, 1873, to
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to six months' interest on bonds.
Letter of Secretary of Treasur,y, July 2, 1873, to collector of customs,
Sitka, relative to detention of Hostetter's bitters.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 2, 1873, to collector of customs,
Sitka, relative to importation of blankets.
95. Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, dated J nly 14, 1873, as to
shipment of 32,076 skins.
96. Letter of N. L. Jeffries, July 21, 1873, to Secretary of Treasury,
relative to buildings of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 25, 1873, to collector of customs,
Sitka, relative to officers of the Army keeping whisky.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 25, 1873, to the president of
Alaska Commercial Company, transmitting draft for $1,650.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 25, 1873, to United States Treasurer, calling for draft for interest on bonds of Alaska Commercial Company.
97. Heport of Samuel Falconer, August 1, 1873, on fur-seals in Saint
·George Island.
Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, August 2, 1873,
to Secretary of Treasury, acknowledging receipt of interest, $1,650.
Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, August 20, 1873, as to the shipment of 21,000 skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, August 15, 1873, to the AttorneyGeneral, requesting opinion as to ownership of buildings in Alaska.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, September 15, 1873, to the Secretary of Treasury, relatiYe to the· introduction of alcohol for drug purposes.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, September 19, 1873, to the Secretary of Treasur~', relative to instructions in regard to the introduction of
liquor into Alaska.
Letter of Attorney-General, September 27, 1873, to the Secretary of
-the Treasury, giving opinion relative to the title of certain buildings in
Alaska, adverse to the claim of Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Uo.
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98. Report of Special Agent Bryant, September 30, 1873, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to fur-seals and fur-islands.
99. Special report of Special Agent Henry
Elliott, dated October
31, 1873, on the Seal Islands.
Letter of Secretary of the Treasury, October 13, 1873, to the President of the United States, inclosing for approval a communication relative to the introduction of liquor into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 13, 1873, to collector of customs, Sitka, authorizing the ·withdrawal of alcohol for medical purposes.
100. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 14, 1873, to Secretary of
War, relative to jurisdiction over Territory of Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of War, October 22, 1873, to Secretary of Treasury, asking for copies of certain papers, relative to prohibiting the introduction of liquor into Alaska.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, October 28, 1873, to Secretary of
Treasury, recommending the establishment of a bonded warehouse at
Victoria.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 29, 1873, to Secretary of
War, transmitting certain papers.
Letter of collector of customs, Portland, Oreg., October 30~ 1873, to
Secretary of Treasury, relative to shipment of liquor to Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, November 13, 1873, to Secretary of
War, transmitting letter of collector of customs, Portland, Oreg., rela\ive to importation of liquors into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of War, November 18, 1873, to Secretary of
Treasury, relative to introduction of liquors into Alaska. States that
Alaska is an Indian country.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, November 19, 1873, to
Secretary of Treasury, transmitting inspector's return of cargo of seal.sldns per Oyane, and certificate of deposit of the Alaska Commercial Compan;),. for $14,366.50.
I.;etter of ~ecretary of Treasury, N o\em ber 20, 1873, to collector of
customs, Port Townsend, San Francisco, Astoria, and Empire City, Oreg.,
relative to the admission of spirituous liquors into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, November 20, 1873, to collector of
customs, Sitka, relath·e to the introduction of liquors into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, November 20, 1873, to collector of
customs, Portland, Oreg., relative to the introduction of liquors into
Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, November 21, 1873, to the Secretary of 'Var, relative to tile introduction of liquors into Alaska, under
control ofthe \Var Department.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, No,Tember 22, 1873, to collector of
customs, Sitka, refusing application for establishment of a bonded
warehouse.
Letter of Adjutant-General U. S. A., November 22, 1873, to the commanding-general of the l\lilitary Di.vision of tile Pacific, relative to the
introduction of liquors into Alaska.
101. Report of Special Agent Charles Bryant, December 4, 1873, to
the Secretary of tlte Treasury, relati\Te to the affairs at the Seal Islands.

,V.

1874.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, January 3, 187 4, to Secretary
of Treasury, asking for instructions relative to tile introduction of
liquors into Alaska.
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102. Letter of H.l\'1. Hutchinson, for .Alaska Uommercial Oompany, to
the Secretary of the Trea~ury, January 15, 1874, relative to seal-oil.
103. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, January 19, 1874, to the Solicitor of Treasury, relative to tax on seal-oil.
Letter of Secretary of War, February 13, 187 4, to the Secretary of
Treasury, relative to the introduction of liquors into Alaska.
104. Letter of Solicitor of Treasury, February 4, 1874, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the tax on seal-oil.
105. Report of Special Agent Oharles Bryant, February 15, 1874, to
the Secretary of Treasury, relati-ve to seal-oil.
106. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, February 16, 1874, to H. l\L
Hutchinson, of Alaska Uommercial Company, relative to the taking of
seal-oil.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, February 26, 1874, to.tbe Secretary
of War, relative to the introduction of distilled spirits into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, l\Iarch 5, 1874~ to the collector of
customs, Sitka, relative to the introduction of spirits into Alaska.
Letter of Assistant Recretary of Treasury, 1\Iarch 10, 1874, toN. L.
Jeffries, transmitting twelve copies of ]ease of the Seal Islands.
107. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, l\-Iarch 13, 1874, to IT. M. Hutchinson, relative to tax on seal-oil.
108. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, 1\-Iarch 13, 1874, to Special
Agent Bryant, relative to the amount collected of the Alaska-commercial Oompany for seal-oil.
.
109. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, :\larch 18,1874, to the Secret:1ry
of the Treasury, relative to seal-oil.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, 1\Iarch 18, 187 4, to Special Agent
Bryant, forwarding two gauging-rods.
110. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, l\Iarch 20, 187 4, to H. M. Hutchinson, relative to taking seal-oil.
111. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, 1\Iarch 20,1874, to Special Agent
Bryant, relative to taking seal-oil by the Alaska Commercial Company.
112. Letter of H. 1\L Hutchinson, March 21, 1874, to the Secretary of
the Treasury, relative to modification of tax on seal-oil.
Letter of acting chief clerk Treasury Department, 1\Iay 24, 1874, to
private secretary of President of United States, relative to approval
of bill relat.i ve to the killing of seals in Alaska.
113. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, March 2·4, 1874, to H. M. Hutchinson, relative to tax on seal-oil.
114. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, March 25, 1874, to the collector
of customs, San Francisco, transmitting agreement with the Alaska
Commercial Company, relative to killing seals.
115. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, March 2G, 1874, to Special .Agent
Bryant, relative. to taking seals by the Alaska Commercial Company.
Telegram of Special Agent Bryant, April 11, 187 4, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to seals taken on the islands of Saint George
and Saint Paul. ·
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, April 3, 1874, to Special Agent
Bryant, relative to instructions forwarded on the :!5th of .March, 1874.
Telegram of collector of customs, San Francisco, April 1.3, 1874, to
Secretary of Treasury, instructions relative to the Seal Islandsreceived.
116. Letter of collector of customs, San l!'rancisco, April1G, 1874, to
Secretary of Treasury, relative to killing of seals.
Letter of Commissioner of Customs, April 25, 1R74, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, calling attention to a balance of $29,520.17 in the bauds
of the collector of customs, :New York, on account of seal-skins.
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Letter of Assistant Secretary of Treasury, April 27, 1874, to collector
of customs, New York, for report relative to balance of $29,529.17.
Letter of collector of customs, New York, April 28, 1874, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to balance of $29,529.17.
Lrtter of Secretary of Treasury, April 30, 1874, to the Commissioner
of Customs, inclosing vouchers, &c., in regard to sale of skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, April 30, 1874, to the collector of
customs, New York, authorizing him to deposit $29,529.17 to the credit
of United States Treasurer.
117. Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, ~ay 4, 1874, to Special
Agent H. W. Elliott, relative to visiting Alaska.
118. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, May 7, 1874, to the Secretary of
the Navy, relative to Lieutenant Maynard accompanying Mr. Elliott to
Alaska.
119. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, May 7, 1874, to Special Agent
Bryant, authorized to afl'ord facilities to Mr. Elliott and Lieu~enant Maynard.
120. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, May 7, 1874, to H. M. Hutchinson, relative to examination of books and papers of company by Mr.
Elliott.
121. Letter of H. M. Hutchinson, May 8, 187 4, to the Secretary of the
Treasury, relative to the examination of the business of the Alaska Commercial Company.
122. Letter of Secretary of Treasury, May 9, 1874, to H. M. Hutchinson, relative to contract between Secretary of Treasury and the Alaska
Commercial Company.
123. Letter of Secretary of Navy, May 11, 1874, to Secretary of
Treasury, inclosing copy of instructions to Lieutenant Maynard.
12±. Letter of H. M. Hutchinson, May 11, 187 4, to the Secretary of
the Treasur.v, relative to forwarding notification regarding the killing
of seals to the Alaska Commercial Company.
Certificate of Samuel Palconer, July 12, 1874, as to the shipment of
4,380 skins.
Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, May 14, 1874, as to the shipment
of 256 skim;;.
Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, May 14, 187 4, as to shipment of
662 skins.
General Order of War Department, May 16, 1874, relative to the importation of liquor into Alaska.
Letter of chief clerk War Department, June 3, 187 4, to Secretary of
Treasury, inclosing 50 copies of General Order 40.
·
Letter of Assistant Secretary of Treasury, June 6, 1874, to collectors,
San Francisco; Portland, Oreg.; Astoria, Empire City, Port Townsend, and Sitka, inclosing copies of Order of War Department No. ,fO.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, June 11, 1874, to Secretary of Treasury, transmitting inspector's return of seal-skins per
Cyane and certificate of deposit.
General Order No. 57 of War Department, June 15, 187 4, amending
General Order No. 40.
Letter of Secretary of War, June 18, 1874, to Secretary of Treasury,
inclosing 50 copies of General Order No. 57.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, June 19, 1874, to the Secretary of
\Var, relative to application of C. P. Fish, of the Signal Service, taking
5 gallons of alcohol to Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, June 20, 1874, to collector San Francisco, relative to two lots of seal-skins.
H. Ex. 83--2
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Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, June 20, 1874, to collectors,
San Francisco; Portland, Oreg.; Port Townsend, Astoria, Empire
City, and Sitka, transmitting copies of General Order of War Department No. 57.
Letter of vice-president Alaska· Commercial Company, June 20,1874,
to Secretary of Treasury, calling for interest on deposited bonds.
125. Letter of H. M. Hutchinson, Ju_ne 20, 1874, to Secretary of Treasury, inclosing papers relative to examination of atl:'airs of Alaska Commercial Company.
·Letter of Secretary of Treasury, June 30, 1874, to the United States
1-,reasurer, for interest-draft due the Alaska Commercial Company.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 2, 1874~ to the vice-president
of Alaska Commercial Company, inclosing coin-draft for $1,650.
Letter of United States Treasurer, July 2, 1874, to Secretary of Treasury, inclosing check for $1,650.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, July 6, 187 4, to Secretary of Treasury, relative to skins per Cyane.
Letter of chief clerk War Department, July 8, 1874, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to landing 5 gallons of alcohol in Alaska by
C. P. Fish, Unite<l States Signal Service.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, July 9, 1874, to collector of
customs, Sitka, relative to application of W. K. Lear to establish a
warehouse in Alaska.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, July 9, 187 4, to the coliector
of customs, San Francisco, allowing shipment of alcohol to Alaska by
0. P. Fish..
Petition of citizens of Alaska, July 10, 1874, addressed to collector of
customs, Sitka, relative to port of Wrangel.
126. Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, July 10, 1874, relative to
40,000 seal-skins.
Letter of Alaska Commercial Company, July 13, 1874, to the Secretary
of Treasury, acknowledging receipt of $1,650.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, August 12, 1874, to , Secretary of
State, transmitting petition of citizens of Wrangel.
127. Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, relative to ·;hipment of skins
to San Francisco.
Letter of Secretary of State, August 17, 1874, to the Secretary of the
Treasury, relative to a custom-house at Wrangel.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, August 29, 1874, to the collector of
customs, Wr~gel, relative to port of entry on the Stikine River.
(See 126.) Affidavit of. B. G. Mcintyre, agent of Alaska Commercial
Company, dated September 10, 1874, relative to the illegal killing of
seals in Alaska.
Telegram of Secretary of Treasury, September 12, 187 4, to collectors
of customs at Sitka, and Portland, Oreg., authorizing them to expend
$250 in visiting Kodiack, .A,.laska.
Letter of Secretary of St~te, October 1, 1874, to the Secretary of the
Treasury, relative to regulations for collecting customs at Stikine Hiver,
Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 6, 1874, to collector of customs, Sitka, relative to commerce on Stikiue River.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 26, 1874, to collector of customs, Ban Francisco, transmitting seal for custom-bouse at Wrangel,
Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of 1..1reasury, October 26, 1874, to collector of cus-
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toms, Sitka, advising him of transmission of an official seal for Wrangel,
Alaska.
128. Letter of eollector of customs, San Francisco, November 16,1874,
to the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting certificate of deposit for
·
$261,822, tax on skins.
Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, dated December
29, ~874, to Secretary of Treasury, applying for interest on deposited
bonds.
129. (See 110i.) Letter of Secretary of Treasury, November 30, 1874,
to the First Comptroller of Treasury, transmitting agreement with
Alaska Commercial Company, for files of office.
1875.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, January 12, 1875, to the Alaska Commercial Company, transmitting draft for $1,650, interest o~ deposited
bonds.
130. Report of Assistant Special Agent W. J. Mcintyre, March 15,
1875, relative to killing seals.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, April 21, 1875, to George 1\-farston,
Sandown, N.Y., authorizing him to report to Captain Bryant, Alaska,
for duty.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, April 21, 1875, to Special Agent
Charles Bryant, inclosing appointment of George Marston as assistant
agent of Treasury Department.
131. Report of Special .Agent Bryant, May 12, 1875, on the Seal
Islands, with copies of two certificates•of seal-skins shipped to San Francisco.
132. Report of William J. Mcintyre, Mav 20, 1875, on the Seal Islands.
133. Letter of Special Agent Bryant, May 26, 1875, to the Secretary
of the Treasury, relative to killing seals.
134. Report of Special Agent Bryant, May 28, 1875, on the Seal
Islands.
Letter of Alaska Commercial Company, June 18, 1875, to the Secretary of the Treasury, applying for interest on bonds.
135. Letter of Secretary of War, June 23, 1875, to the Secretary of
the Treasury, relative to selling of rit!.es, &c., in Sitka, by the Alaska
Commercial Company.
Circular of Treasury Department, July 3, 1875, to collectors of customs, relative to the importation of fire-arms into Alaska.
Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, July 3, 1875, to United States
Treasurer, calling for coin· draft for $1,650 for Alaska Commercial Company.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 8, 1875, to the secretary of the
Alaska Commercial Company, inclosing draft for $1,650, interest on
bonds.
136. Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, July 8, 1875, as to the shipment of 39,036 seal-skins.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, July 10, 1875, inclosing to the Secretary of War a circular of the Treasury Department relative to the importation of arms into Alaska.
Letter of Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, July 10, 1875, to collectors. San Francisco, New York, and Sitka, inclosing copy of above
circular.
Letter of the Alaska Commercial Company, July 16, 1875, to the Secretary of the Treasury, acknowledging receipt of interest on bonds.
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Letter of Acting Secretary of Treasury, July 17, 1875, to Special
Agent W. J. Mcintyre, inclosing certain papers called for.
137. General Orders, No. 72, of the War Department, July 20, 1875,
promulgating circular of the Treasury Department, relative to the importation of arms into Alaska.
138. Certificate of Special Agent Bryant, August 7, 1875, as to shipment of seal-skins.
Letter of collector of customs, Sitka, August 31, 1875, to the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the introduction of breech-loading arms
into Alaska.
Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, September 21, 1875, to
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting inspector's return of cargo
of furs.
Letter of Special Agent Bryant, October 9, 1875, to the Secretary of
the Treasury, relative to delay in making his report.
139. Letter of Secretary of vVar, October 16, 1875, to the Secretary
of Treasury, inclosing report of General 0. 0. Howard on Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 22, 1875, to the Secretary of
War, acknowledging receipt of report of General 0. 0. Howard.
140. Report of Special Agent Chas. Bryant, October 11, 1875, to the
Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the condition of the Seal Island~.
Inclosing report of Samuel :Falconer.
Letter of Secretary of Treasury, October 13, 1875, to Secretary of War,
incJosiug copy of letter from collector, Sitka.
Letter of Secretary of vVar, October 18, 1875, to the Secretary of the
Treasury, relative to the importation of arms into Alaska.
Letter of Secretary of tlw Treasury, October 29, 1875, to the collector
of customs, San :Francisco, inclosiug letter from military officer at Sitka
for report.
.
Letter of collector of customs, San :Francisco, November 10, 1875, to
Secretary of Treasury, transmitting in~pector's return of cargo of
Cyan e.
141. Letter of collector of customs, San Francisco, December 8, 1875,
to the Secret··ry of the Tn•asury, relative to the alleged unlawful shipment of arms and liquors into Alaska by the Alaska Commercial Company.
Letter of president of Alaska Commercial Company, dated December
14, 1875, to the· Secretary of tlte Treasury, calling for interest on bouds.
Letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, December 30, 1875, to the
United States Treasurer, calling for draft for $1,G50, interest on bonds
of Alaska Commercial Company.
1876.

Letter of Assistant Secretary of Treasury, January · 3, 1876, to the
presideut of the Alaska Commercial Company, inclosing draft for
$1 ,G50, interest on bonds.
142. Report (printed) of Special Agent H. W. Elliott, dated November
16, 1874, made to the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the condition of
affairs in the Territory of Alaska.
143. Report of Special Agent J. S. Moore, of New York, on Alaska.
Accompanying the report of l\fr. J. C. Moore, are numerous statements
of account and other papers, marked respectively, "A," "B,:' "0," "D,''
atHl "E," which are not transmitted herewith.
Report marked "A'~ is a lease of the BelJring Copper Islands from
Russia to Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., dated February 18, 1871.
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Paper marked "B" contains sundry returns of numher and weight of ·
skins.
Paper marked "C" is a copy of an agreement, dated March 25, 187 4,
corresponding toN o. 110~ on this list.
Paper marked" D" is a protest on the part of certain merchants in
San Francisco, dated July 9, 1875.
Paper marked "E,'' statements of accounts due to natives.

No.1.
Copy of lease from the United States to the Alaska Commercial Oompany
of the right to take fur-seals in Alaska.. Delivered August 31, 1870.
This indenture, in duplicate, made this third day of August, A. D.
eighteen llundred and seventy, by and between William A. Richardson, Acting Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance of an act of Congress approved July 1, 1870, entitled ''An act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," and the Alaska Commercial
Company, a corporation duly estal>lished under the laws of the State
of California, acting by John F. Miller, its president and agent, in
accordance with a resolution of said corporation, duly adopted at a
meeting of its board of trustees held January 31, 1870, witnesseth:
That the said Secretary hereby leases to the said Alaska Commercial
Company, without power of transfer, for the term of twenty years from
the first day of May, 1870, the right to engage in the business of taking
fur-seals on the islands of Saint George and Saint Paul, within the Territory of Alaska, and to send a vessel or vessels to said islands for the •
skins of such seals.
And the said Alaska Commercial Company, in consideration of their.
right under this lease, hereby covenant and agree to pay for each year
during said term, and in proportion during any part thereof, the sum of
fifty-five thousand dollars into· the Treasury of the United States, in
accordance with the regulations of the Secretary to be made for this
purpose under said act, which payment shall be secur~d by deposit of
United States bonds to that amount; and also covenant and agree to
pay aunually into the Treasury of the United States, under said rules
and regulations, a revenue tax or duty of two dollars upon each fur-seal
skin taken and shipped by them, in accordance with the provisions of
the act aforesaid; and also the sum of sixty-two and one-half cents for
each fur-seal skin taken and shipped, and :fifty-five cents per gallon for
each gallon of oil obtained from said seals for sale on said islands or
elsewhere, and sold by said company. And also covenant and agree, in
accordance with said rules and regulations, to furnish, free of charge,
the inhabitants of the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, annually,
during said term, twenty-five thousand dried salmon, sixty cords :firewood, a sufficient quantity of salt, and a sufficient number of barrels for
preserving the necessary supply of meat.
And the said lessees also hereby covenant and agree, during the term
aforesaid, to maintain a school on each island· in accordance with said
rules and regulations, and suitable for the education of the natives of
said islands, for a period of not less than eight Jl?.Onths in each year.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree not to kill upon said
island of Saint Paul more than seventy-five thousand fur-seals, and upon
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the island of Saint George not more than twenty-fixe thousand fur-seall'
per annum; not to kill an'y fur-seal upon the islands aforesaid in any
other month ~xcept the months of June, July, September, and October
of each year; not to kill such seals at any time by the use of fire-arm~
or other means tending to drive the seals from said islands; not to kill
any female seal or any seal less than one year old; not to kill any seal
in the waters adjacent to said i~lands or on the beaches, cliffs, or rocks
where they haul up from the sea to remain.
And the E~aid lessees further covenant and agree to abide by any restriction or limitation upon the right to kill seals under this lease that the
act prescribes or that the Secretary of the Treasury shall judge necessary for the preservation of such seals.
And the said lessees hereby agree tbat the)~ will not in any way sell,
transfer, or assign this lease, and that any transfer, sale, or assignment
of the same shall be void and of no effect.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree to furnish to tbe
several masters of the vessels (jmployed by them certified copies of this
lease, to be presented to the GoYernrnent revenue officers for the time
being in charge of said islands, as the authority of said lessees for the
landing and taking said skins.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree that they, or their
agents, shall not keep, sell, furnish, give, or dispose of any distilled
spirits or spirituous liquors on either of said islands, to any of the natives
thereof, such person not being a physician and furnishing the same
for use as medicine.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree that this lease is
accepted subject to all needful rules and regulations which shall at any
time or times hereafter be made by the Secretary of th·e Treasury for the
collection and payment of the rentals herein agreed to be paid by said
.. lessees; for the comfort, maintenance, education, and protection of the
natives of said islands, and for carrying into effect all the provisions of
the act aforesaid, and will abide by and conform to said rules and regulations.
And the said lessees~ accepting this lease with a full knowledge of the
provisions of the aforesaid act of CongreRs, further covenant and agree
that they will fhlfill all the provisions, requirements, and limitations of
said act, whether herein specifically set out or not.
In witness whereof the parties aforesaid have hereunto set their hands
and seals the day and year above written.
WILLIAM A. RICHARDSON,
[SEAL.]
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.
ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY, lSEAL.]
·By JNo. F. MILLER, President.
Executed in presence ofJ. H. SAVILLE.
I certify that the foregoing printed copy of the lease of the United
States to the Alaska Commercial Uompany, of the right to take fur-seals
in the Territory of Alaska, has been compared with the original on file
in this Department, and is a true copy thereof.
J. H. SAVILLE,
fJhief Clerk Treasury Department.
W .ASHINGTON, D. 0., September 3, 1870.
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No.2.
AUGUST 3, 1870.
SIR: On behalf of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and Williams, Haven &
Co., I have the honor to request that the collector of the port of San
Francisco be instructed to deliver to said Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and
Williams, Haven & Co., the fur-seal skins now in the custody of said collector.
Said seal-skins were shipped recentiy from Alaska by said Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and Williams, Haven & Co., per steamer Alexander. I
respectfully request that the collector be instructed by telegraph to deliver said skins to said Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and Williams, Haven
& Co., by said collector, on the payment of the tax: of 'one dollar per
skin by said owners.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. L. JEFFRIES,
A.ttorneyfor Hutchinson, Kohl & Go.,
and Williams, Haven & Go.
Hon. WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury._
No.3.
WASHINGTON, D. C., August 4, 1870.
SIR: As there remain but two months of the present season during
which fur-seals may be lawfully killed for their skins in Alaska, viz,
September and October, and as it requires all the intervening time for
the Alaska Commercial Company to reach the seal-islands and be prepared to commence business by the first proximo, and more than two
weeks will be required to transmit the company's bond to San Francisco
and return it here, with the signatures of the sureties who reside there,
I have the honor to requestFirst. That a special permit be issued to the Al~ska Commercial
Company to proceed to the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, in
Alaska, with a vessel or vessels, and supplies, and authority to engage
in and proceed with its business on said islands.
Second. A8 two months, June and July, have already expired, and as
it would endanger the preservation of the seal-fisheries to killlOO,OOO
seals in September and October, I have the honor to request that the
Secretary of the Treasury fix the number of seal-skins to be taken this
season, at, say, 50,000, or not to exceed that number, and adjust the
rental for this year in accordance therewith.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. F. MILLER,
President Alaska Oommercia.l Company.
Ron. WILLIAM A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

No.4.
WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug~~;st 6, l870.
SIR: On behalf of the Alaska Commercial Company, I have the
honot' to request that permission be given it to send a ·vessel or vessels
at once to the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, in Alaska, with
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such supplies, stores, and other necessaries as are requisite, with author
ity to land the same, and proceed with its business of taking fur-seals
at said islands, in conformity with law and the terms of the lease of
said privilege.
I make this application for the reason that unless this authority be
given immediately the company will not be able to reach said islands in
time to commence business by the 1st proximo, and the law permits no
fur-seals to be taken this season except during September and October.
Very respectfully,
THE ALASKA COM. CO.,
By N. L. JEFFRIES,

Its Attorney.
Ron. WILLIAM A. RIOHARDSON,

Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

No.5.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D .. G., Aug~tst 8, 1870.
SIR: Application bas been made to me by N. L. Jeffries, esq., attorney for the Alaska Commercial Compan.r, for permission to send a vessel
or vessels to the seal-islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, with supplies, stores, &c., and to bring back such seal-skins as may be caught
on the islands, under the act of Congress approved July 1, 1870, and the
lease executed by and with said company.
I inclose herewith three copies of the act referred to, one of which
you will forward to the United States agent stationed at Saint George's
Island, and another to the agent at the island of Saint Paul, retaining
the other for the use of your office.
Authority to said company is hereby given for a vessel or vessels to
proceed from your port to the islands before mentioned, with such supplies as may be proper, to engage in the business of bringing a way furseal skins, and in advance of the delivery of copies of the lease required
by the 4th section of said act.
Before the return of said vessel or vessels to your port, further instructions will be given you in the premises.
You will furnish said company with a copy of this letter, to be exhibited to the Treasury agents at the islands, as their authority for
taking the vessels up there.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RIUHARDSON,
Acting Secretary.
T. G. PHELPS, Esq., Collector,
San Fra,ncisco, Gal.

No.6.
WASHING'l'ON, August 91 1870.
To the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury:
The undersigned, as the attorney of Louis Goldstone, of San Francisco, California, and on his behalf, respectfully protests against the
action of the Secretary of the Treasury in awarding the lease of the right
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to take fur-seals on the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska,
under the act of Congress approved July 1, 1870, to the Alaska Commercial Compan;y, on the bid of the said Goldstone; he, the said Goldstone, being lawfully and properly entitled to said lease on his said bid.
And for divers other good and sufficient causes.
JOS. W. McCORKLE,
Attorney for Goldstone.

No.7.
OFFICE OF HUTCHINSON, KOHL & Co.,
No. 425 SACRAMENTO STREET,
San Francisco, A ~tgust 16, 1870.
SIR: Under the act approved .July 27, 1868, and President's proclamation of the 4th of February, 1870, together with accompanying
instrnctions of the Treasury Department, dated February 7, 1870, we
are prohibited from landing arms and ammunition on the islands of
Saint Paul and Saint George.
.
As under the recent orders from the War Department all military
forces are to be withdrawn from the islands, and as we are expected
under the lease to provide for our own defense, it is highly important to
us, and only justice at the bands of the proper authorities, that the
regulations should be so modified as to allow the landing, subject to the
direction of the officers in charge of the island, of a small consignment
of arms and ammunition. Not only are these arms necessary for protection against marauders who may, at any time, descend upon the islands
if left without means of defense, but at certain seasons of the year, and
chiefly early in the spring, before the arrival of the seals, small quantities of game, such as ducks and snipe, may be killed with fire-arms.
But it should be understood that the guns are not intended in any
manner to be used in killing seals, and are at all times to be under
control of the officers of the Government.
We desire you, therefore, to lay the matter before the Treasury Department, and endeavor to have the restriction in question so modified
as to allow us to make the shipment in question. If successful, you
will please induce the Department to telegraph to collector of customs,
at this port, at our expense, as our steamer, "Alexander," is expected
to sail for the islands on the 28th instant.
Very truly, yours,
THE ALASKA COMMERCIAL CO.,
H. H. MCINTYRE, Agt.
N. L. JEFFRIES, Esq., Attorney at Law,
Washinqton, D. 0.

No.8.
AUGUST 17, 1870.
SIR: On behalf of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and Williams, Havens &
Co., of San Francisco, I have the honor to request permission to pay
the tax due the United States on the fur-seal skins now in the custody
of the collector of the port of San Francisco, in the city of New York,
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to such officer or depositary as you may designate, instead of making
such payment in California.
Very respectfully,
N. L. JEFFRIES,
Attorney for Hutchinson, Kohl & Oo., and Williams & Haven.
Ron. WILLI.A.l\:1 A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

No.9.
OFFICE OF HUTCHINSON, KOHL & Co.,
No. 425 SACRAMENTO STREET,

San Francisco, Augu,st 19, l 870.
DEAR SIR: We were surprised on receipt of your telegram of the
18th instant, asking us to furnish you the faets relative to the fox-skins
from the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, as we had no reason to
suppose that any question could be raised concerning our unrestricted
right to ship fox-skins from the islands at any time; but, on the contrary,
were led to believe by the action of the Department that we were justified in purchasing and shipping from Alaska, under the same conditions
as any other goods are purchased and shipped, any furs except sealskins.
The facts appear as follows: On the 3d of March, 1869, the joint resolution was approved making the islands a Government reservation,
and soon after the late Se~retary of the Treasury, and subsequently, in
July, 1869, the present Secretary, permitted us to take supplies to the
islands for the sustenance of the natives pending the action of Congress
for their relief; but the Department could not ha\Te entertained the idea
that we were to support the inhabitants of the islands unpaid for an
indefinite length of time, and must have understood that we were toreceive such skins as might be taken, under the law and the instructions
of the Treasury Department, by the natives.
There being no restriction on the unlimited killing of foxes, we took
care to obtain as many of these animals as possible, and, at the time
permission was obtained to bring away our seal-skins, said nothing about
shipping them, for the reason already stated, that these furs were, as
we had every reason to believe, included under the same commercial
regulations as any other goods of ordinary production.
On the arrival of the skins at this port, in order to avoid any suspicion that might arise on the part ot' the customs authorities that we
were discharging seal-skins, we opened the cas~s and called their attention expre·ssly to the fact that we were removing only fox-skins from the
vessel, and never for a moment thinking that any question could ariBe
concerning them. But the seemingly over-cautious customs-officers,
seizing upon the technicalities of the law as an excuse for their action,
seized also upon our skins, and now hold them subject to the decision
of the Department.
Concerning the course the Department may pursue, we have no fear
that its decision will be unfavorable to our interests; but we must protest against this apparently unnecessary annoyance and dela,y which
prevents our skins from reaching London in time for the September sales,
entailing upon us the additional expense of storage, attorney's' fees, &c.,
as well as subjecting us to loss on account of the detention.
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We desire you to represent the matter to the Department, calling attention to this statement of facts, and requesting early action in the premises.
Very truly, yours,
HUTCHINSON, KOHL & CO.,
Per MciNTYRE.
N. L. JEFFRIES, Esq., Attorney at Law,

Washington, D. 0.
No. 10.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. 0., August 22., 1870.
SIR: I am in receipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, in which you
inquire whether wines are included in the prohibition levied upon the
importation of spirituous liquors into the Territory of Alaska.
While the regulations of the Department, issued in pursuance of law,
apply in terms to " distilled spirits," it was, and is, the intention to have
them apply to intoxicating drinks of all kinds, and to discourage, so far
as it has the authority, their importation or transportation to that Territory.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,

Acting Secretary.
WILLIAM K.A.Pus, Esq.,

Collector of Customs, Sitka, Alaska.

No. 11.
OFFICE OF NOAH L. JE:,JFRIES,
AND COUNSELOR .AT LAW,
CORNER FIFTEENTH .AND F STREETS,
Washington, August 24, 1870.
SIR: On behalf of the Alaska Commercial Company, for the reasons
stated in the inclosed letter of the company of the 14th instant, I have
the honor to request tllat the collector of the port of San Francisco,
Cal., be instructed by telegraph, at the expense ofthe company, to permit the Alaska Commercial Company to ship to and land on the islands
of Saint Paul and Saint George, in Alaska, a. few fire-arms and a small
amount of ammunition.
Very respectfully,
N. L. JEFFRIES,
A~'TORNEY

Attorney Alaska Commercial Company.
Hon. WILLI.A¥ A. RICHARDSON,

Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

No.12.
OFFICE OF THE ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY,
San Francisco, August 30, 1870.
The lease of the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska,
havit1g been awarded to the Alaska Commercial Company for a term of
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twenty years, the following rules and regulations are issued for the
guidance of the company's agents on said islan<ls:
1. Seals may be killed during the months of June, July, September,
and October, only. But the natives maykillalimiteduumber of young
seals, for food, during other months.
2. Female seals will under no circumstances be killed, nor will any
seals be killed on or about the rookeries.
3. No person will be allowed to kill any seals on the islands, except
as authorized by the company.
4. No vessel, other than those of the company or Government, will be
permitted to touch at the islands except as authorized by the company.
5. The company will pay the natives, as heretofore, forty cents per
skin for such- number of skins deli\ered by the side of the Yesse1, for
shipment, as they may from time to time authorize to be killed, furnishing all material necessary to preserving the same. But no skin less than
two nor more than four years old will be received, nor will any cut or ·
damaged skin be taken.
6. All provisions and merchandise required by the natiYes will be furnished them from the company's warehouses, at 25 per cent. advance on
invoice-prices in San Francisco.
7. Such supplies of fuel, oil, and salmon, as the natives may require,
as well as casks and salt to be used in preserving seal-meats, will be
furnished gratis.
8. Spirituous liquors will under no circumstances be permitted on th3
islands, and the preparation of fermented liquors by the natives will be
discouraged as far as possible.
9. Fire-arms will be used on the islands at such time and place only as
the officer of the Government in charge may designate, but never in killing seal.
10. No dogs will be permitted on the islands.
11. The social relations of the natives will not be interfered with.
12. Schools will be maintained eight months in the year, four hours
per day, Sundays and holidays excepted, anrl agents and teachers will
endeavor to secure the attendance of all who are capable of learning.
13. Agents will at all times treat the natives kindly and endeavor to
preserve the most amicable relations between them and the company;
and will instruct them as far as practicable in household economy and
the principles of a higher condition of civilization.
14. Agents in charge of the islands will transmit to this office detailed
monthly report~ of the condition of affairs at their respective stations.
A strict compliance with the foregoing, and such rules as may be
hereafter from time to time issued from this office, is enjoined upon
agents. in charge of the islands, and any willful violation of the same
will be deemed sufficient cause for removal.
JOHN F. MILLER,
President Alaska Commercial Company.

H. H.

MCINTYRE,

General Agent.
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No.13.
[Telegram.]
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., September 9, 1870.
T. G. PHELPS, Collector of Customs,
San Francisco, Cal.
Permission has beeu granted to the Alaska Commercial Company to
take a limited supply of arms and ammunition to the islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George, Alaska. Take schedule of quantities; direct
company to furnish copy thereof to officers of the islands, and instruct
said officers to see that the same are not used for improper purposes.
W. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting 8ec'retary.

No.14.
SEPTEMBER 9, 1870.
Hon. W. A. RICHARDSON:
You were kiud enough to suggest that you would procure a modifica·
tion of the inclosed executive order, so as to permit the Alaska Commercial Company to ta-ke a small supply of arms and ammunition to
Saint Paul and Saint George Islands.
I inclose a dispatch received this moment. As the steamer leaves tomorrow, and the President will return this evening, I hope you will
excuse my troubling you during tlle session of the Cabinet.
But as the company will not, perhaps, be able to send another vessel
this fall, I am very anxious to have a telegram sent to the collector at
San :F'raucisco this afternoon, authorizing the shipment of the arms and
ammunition.
Very respectfully,

N. L. JEFFRIES,

Attorney, &c., Alaska Commercial C01npany.

No.15.
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., September 9, 1870.
So much of executive order of Fel>ruary 4, 1870, as prohibits the importation and use of fire·arms anu ammunition into and within the
Islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska, is hereby modified so
as to permit tlw Alaska Commereial Company. to take a limited quantity
of fire-arms and ammunition to said islands, subject to the directions ot
tlle revenue officers there aud such regulations as the Secretars of the
Treasury may prescribe.
U.S. GRANT,
President.
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No.1G.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

September 10, 1870.
The following executive order, relating to the importation of arms
into the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, within the district of
Alaska, is published for the informati~n of officers of the customs:
EXECUTIVE MANSION,

Washington, IJ. C., September 9, 1870.
So much of executive order of February 4, 1870, as prohibits the importation and use of fire-arms and ammunition into and within the
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska, is hereby modified so
as to permit the Alaska Commercial Company to take a limited quantity
of fire-arms and ammunition to said islands, subject to the direction of
the revenue-officers there and such regulations as the Secretary of the
Treasury may prescribe.
U. ~.GRANT,
President.
The instructions issued by this Department in its circular of February
8, 1870, are accordingly modified so as to adjust them to the above order.
Revenue-officers will, however, see that the privilege granted to the
said company is not abused; that no fire arms of any kind are ever used
by said company in the killing of seals or other fur-bearing animals, on
or near said islands or near the haunts of seals or sea-otters in the district, nor for any purpose whatever, during the months of .June, July,
August, September, and October of each year, nor after the arrival of
seals in the spring or before their departure in the fall, excepting for
necessary protection and defense against marauders or public enemies
who may unlawfully attempt to land upon the islands. In all other
respects, the instructions of February 8, 1870, will remain in force.
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Sec'retary.

No. 17.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, .

Washington, IJ. G., September 13, 1870.
SIR: I transmit herewith, for your informat.ion, a copy of Treasury
regulations of September 10, 1870, under executive order of September 9, 1870, ff~lative to the importation a,ll(} use of fire-arms and ammunition into and within the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,
Alasl{a, by the Alaska Commercial Company.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Sec'reta'ry.
ALANSON HINMAN, Esq.,

Collector, Astoria, Oreg.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, IJ. C., September 13, 1870.
SIR: I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of Treasury
regulations of September 10, 1870, under executive order of Septem-
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ber 9, 1870, relative to the importation and nse of fire arms and a mmu.p.ition into and within the islallds of Saint Paul au<l Saint George,
Alaska, by the Alaska Commercial Uompany.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Sec-retary.
HARVEY W. SCOTT, Esq.,
Collector, Portland, Oreg.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. G., September 13, 1870.
SIR: I transmit herewith, for your iuformation, a copy of Treasury
regulations of September 10, 1870, under executive order of September 9, 1870, relative to the importation and use of fire-arms and ammunition into and within the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,
Alaska, by the Alaska Commercial Company.
I am, very respectfully,
vVM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary.
M. S. DREW, Esq.,
Collector, Port Townsend, Wash.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

·washington, D. G., September 13, 1870.
SIR: I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of Treasury
regulations of September 10, 1870, under execntive order of September 9, 1870, relative to the importation and use of fire-arms and ammunition into and within the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,
Alaska, by the Alaska Commercial Uompany.
·
I am, Yery respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary.
1VILLIAM KAPUS, Esq.,
Collector, Sitka, Alaska.

TREASURY DEPARTMEN'l',

Wa.shington, D. G., September 13, 1870.
SIR: I transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of Treasury
regulations of September 10, 1870, under executive order of September 9, 1870, relative to the importation and use of fire-arms and ammunition into and within the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,
Alaska, by the Alaska Commercial Uompany.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary.
T. G. PHELPS, Esq.,
Collector, San Francisco, Gal.
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No.18.
OF:FICE OF NOAH J...J. JEFFRIES,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW,
CoRNER OF li.,IFTEEN1'H AND F STREE1'S,

Washington, September 17, 1870.
SIR: The Alta California, a newspaper published in San Francisco.
in its issue of the 8th instant, contains an advertisement :stating that
the schoouer Mary Zephyr will sail for the islands of Saint Paul and
Saint George, Alaska, on the 15th instant.
Up to this time there has been no official notification of the award of
lease to the Alaska Commercial Company, and I have the honor to
request that tlle collector of the port of San Frar.cisco be directed to
publish, in one or more of the San Francisco journals, an official announcement of the fact that said lease has been awarded to said compat,y, and that no vessels except those of the Government allll of tlle
Alaska Commercial Company will be allowed, under any circumstances,
to touch or land at either of said islands.
Very respectfully,
N. L. JEFFRIES,
Attorney for Alaska Cormnercictl Company.
Ron. W. A. RICHARDSON,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.
l\'lr. JAMES :

You may send a copy of the letter to collector of San J?rancisco, and
direct him to give t,lle notice asked for, at the expense of the .Alaska
Commercial Company, first obtaining their consent to pay such expense.
W. A. HICHAHDSON.

No.19.
TREASURY DEPAR1'MENT,

Washington, D. C., September 19, 1870.
SIR: I inclose herewith a copy of a letter, dated the 17th instant,
from N. L. Jeffries, attorney for the Alaska Commercial Company,
reciting that a notice recently appeared in the Alta California newspaper, published in your city, of the intended sailing of the scllooner
Mary Zephyr for the island~ of Saint Paul and Saint George.
By the 4th section of the act of July 1, 1870, entitled "An act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," it is provided
that the Secretary of the Treasury, immediately after the passage of
said act, sllall lease to proper and responsible parties, &c., &c., tlle right
to engage in the business of taking fur-seals on the islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George, and to send a vessel or vesEels to said islands
for the skins of such seals, &c.
This lease has been awarded to the company above named for the
term of twenty years, a copy of which is herewith inclosed; and the
request of General Jeffries that an official announcement be made of
the award of said lease, and that no vessels except those of the Government and of said company will be allowed to touch or land at either of
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said islands, may be complied with, and you will please cause such .
notice to be pubiisbed in one or more of the San Francisco newspapers,
at the expense of said company.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,

Acting &crreta1·y.
T. G.

PHELPS,

Esq.,

Collector of Customs, San Francisco, Cal.

· No. 20.
CUSTOM-HOUSE, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,

Collector's Office, September 21, 1870.
SIR: I have the honor to report. that the bark Cyane bas arrived
at this port from Alaska, having on board 47 fur-seal skins. The
owners of these skins, Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., inform me that
they were procured at Kodiak from the natives, who capture the seals
as they go to and from the islands of Saint George and Saint Paul.
The killing of fur-seal within the Territory of Alaska is made an offense,
punishable by fine or imprisonment, by the 6th section of the act of
July 27, 1868, unless it should be held that the act of July 1, 1870,
modifies the section referred to. The killing of the fur-seal at any place
within the Territory of Alaska, except the islands of Saint George and
Saint Paul, is Rtill prohibited under the section above quoted. It
should be prohibited, because at all other places than the islands they
are killed without regard to age or sex; besides, the tax of two dollars
per skin levied by the 6th section of the act of July 1, 1870, only a P·
plies to skins taken at the islands of Saint George and Saint Paul, and
the Government will therefore lose its revenue from this source to the
extent to which the killing outside of these islands is allowed.
I respectfully request that instructions be issued with reference to
the course to be pursued in case of the arrival of more skins. I gave
permission for this small lot to be landed, 'deeming that to be the prudent course in the absence of any specific instructions. The fur-seal
skins are taken while the seals are migrating as far Houth as Puget
Sound, and I am assured the entire number taken south of the islands
of Saint George and Paul will aggregate from ten to twenty thousand
per annum.
The skins thus illegally taken should be confiscated. This may possibly be done here, but the probable effect of making the attempt wiJl
be to cause the small traders to take their cargo of skins to Victoria
for sale. The most effective way of preventing this illegal catch wou~d
seem to be to instruct the Government officers at Sitka, Kodiak, and
Ounalaska to seize all fur-seal skins, and cause those engaged in taking
them to be properly punished.
I am, very respectfully,
T. G.
IJ. Ex. 83-3

PHELr~,

Collector..
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No. 21.
TRE.ASUR Y DEP ART:i\IENT,

nrashington, D. C., September 30, 1870.
Tnro1rrY G. PHELPS,

Collecto'r of Customs, San Francisco, Ca.l.:
Retain possession of the eleven tbousand five hundred fur-seal skins
brought from J one~'s Islam! per bark Mauna Loa, and similar lot expected to arrive, until otberwise instructed.
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of the 11reas'ltry.

No. 22.
0US1'0M-HOUS11J, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,
CoLLEC'I'OR's OFFICE, September 30, 1870.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ot
the 19th instant, relative to the published notice of the sailing of the
schooner :Mary Zephyr for the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,
in Alaska. On seeing the adv-ertisement in the Alta, written notice was
immediately sent to the parties interested, tllat no vessel woulu be permitted to land at saiu islands. I have caused a notice, as suggested by
the honorable Secretary, to be published. Please fiuu a copy of the
Ilotice inclosed.
I am, Yery respectfully,
T. G. PBEijPS,

Collector.
Ilon. GEO. S. BOUTWELL,

Secreta.1·y Trecasm·y.

CusTOM-HousE, SAN FRANcesco, CAL.,
CoLLECTOR'S OFFICE, September 28, 1870.
NoTICE.-In compliance with an order of the honorable Secretary of
the Treasury, notice is hereby given that a lease of the islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George, in the Territory of Alaska, has been executed
by the Secretary of the Treasnry to the Alaska Commercial Company
.for the period of twenty years from the 1st day of .1\fay, 1870, in accord~.lllce with the provisions of an act of Congress entitled "An act to pre.
-rent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," approved
July 1, 1870, and that, by the terms of said lease and the above-mentioned act, the said company ba-ve the exclusive right to engage in the
business of taking fur-seals on said islands and the islands adjacent
thereto. No vessels, other than those belonging to said Alaska Commercial Company or to the United States, will be permitted to touch or
land at either of said islands or the islands adjacent thereto, nor will
any person be allowed thereon except the authorized agents of the
United States and of said company.
T. G. PHELPS,

Collector of Customs.
fBulletin copy.]

ALASKA.

35

No. 23.
DISTRICT OF ALASKA CUSTOM· liOUSE,

Port of Sitka, October 6, 1870.
SIR: I ha\e the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Hon. W. A.
Richardson's letter of the 2d of August, 1870, in reference to the pro·
hibition placed upon the importation of spirituous liquors into the Territory of Alaska, and stating tllat "while the regulations of the Depart
ment issued in pursuance of law apply in terms to ' distilled spirits,' it
was and is the intention to have them apply to intoxicating drinks of all
kinds, and to discourage, so far as it bas the authority, their importa.
tion or transportation to that Territory."
This ::;ubject presents many, and, with the limited means at my command to overcome them, almost insurmountable difficulties.
When I first took charge of this district, liquors were allowed to be
brought here on condition that bonds were executed at the port of shipment, that upon their arrival at Sitka they be turned over to the chief
officer of the customs, and by him held until the written permit of the
general commanding the df'partment for their withdrawal was procured. This plan worked very well, at least as well as any phm intended to curtail the importation of spirituous liquors into a new country like Alaska can work.
The general commanding and the collector, by working together, could
and did regulate the amount allowed to go out; permil:'sion to withdraw
liquor was only given to such persons as would not abuse the privilege,
and but Yer,y little, if any, of the liquor found its way into the hands of.
the Indians.
At that time the steam-cutter Lincoln was on duty in this district,
and by reference to my reports it will be found that several seizures of
liquors found in the bands of unauthorized persons, or brought here in
\iolation of law, were made by her.
The Executive Order of February 4th prohibits the importation .or
transportation of all spirituous liquors into this district, without making
auy provision or allowance for even a small amount for the use of the
white inhabitants. As soon as this order was received 1 set to work to
carry; it out to its verjr letter, anJ bow well I succeeded is shown by the
fact that a small amount, some se,Ten or eight gallous, which had been
seized some time previous, was sold at public auction for $13.50 coin pergallon.
.
But as men, especially those living in a climate as cold and damp as
that of Alaska, U)ill have liquor, and as they find it impracticable, owing
to the close watch kept upon all the vessels arriving here, to import it,
they commenced to manufacture it out of molasses, bread, flour, and
other materials. On the 25th of April, I discovered a man by the name
of Henry E. Cutter in the act of distilling liq nor. I at once seized bis still
and the lic}lwr found on hand, an<l•reported my action 011 tlle 26th of
April to the Department.
l\1y course in the matter received your approval, (letter of June 21,
1870,) bnt I was informed that, l' in cases of the character reported, yon
(I) would undoubtedly be justified in making seizures, but as the offenses are not properly infractions of the customs revenue laws, you (I)
will exercise your (my) own dh;cretion as to the propriety of seizing in
similar cases that may hereafter arise."
I took the broad ground that if liquor was permitted to be manufactured, the Executive Order, and instructions from the Department in
reference to preventing the bringi11g of liquors into the Territory, would
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become dead letters; for if liquor could l>e maue here, tlle necessity for
bringing it would be done away with. I therefore seized all the stills
that I could find, and reported tile men discovered in the act of distilling, there being no court here, to the general commanding for his action. They were generally put into the guard-house for a week or so,
and then turneu loose. I have now in my warehouse five stills that
have thus been taken possession of.
Since this course has been adopted, the making of liquor in this
town has been discontinued, but what is a great deal wors;e, parties
now make it at points so far removed. from here that I cannot reach
them, and deal it out to the Indians in unlimited quantities. I have
received reliable information that there is a small schooner in the neigh-·
borhood of Hut-she-noo and Far-coo distilling liquor, ttnd trading the
same to the natives for furs, &c. Tllese parties are well aware that
there is no steam .cutter or steam-vessel of any kind belonging to the
Government in this distllict, and that the cutter Reliance, being a sailing-vessel, cannot follow them into the narrow channels · and shallow
bays, selected by them as their field of operations . . About the middle
of June last, the American bark George, Captain Osborne, calleu at
Hamilton's Fishery, a point about one hundred and fifty miles from
Port Tougas, and traded to the Indians all the whisky they wanted.
As soon as the matter was reported to me, I directed the inspector at
Tougas to call upon the commanding officer at Port Tougas for a detail
of men, and proceed in an open boat, or if he could not procure that, in
a large canoe, to the place named and seize the T'essel. Mr. Lessen, the
inspector, did everything in his power to carry out my instructions,
but found it impossible to reach the fisheries with the means at his
command. Had there been a small steam-cutter in this district, the
bark would no doubt have been captured ..
I would respectfully suggest the following plan, by which, in my opinion, this traffic can be broken up and prevented: Allow small qaantities to be shipped from domestic ports on the Pacific to the port of
Sitka, and that port only, upon bonds being giy·en at the port of shipment
that the same be, upon its arrival, turned over to the chief officer of the
customs. That officer should have power, either by himself or in conjunction with the commanding officer, to turn this liquor over, in limited
quantities, for the m.;e of the whites, to responsible parties who should
give bonds that none of it shall find its way into the hands of the Indians.
The acts of J nne 30,1834, and February 13, 1862, ought to be extended
over the Territory of Alaska., for though this may be considered Indian
territory, and no doubt is, still it has never been declared so by law.
Give the collector of customs, or the commanding officer at Sitka (the
only military post in Alaska now,) power to carry these laws into effect,
and send offenders to the United States district courts of either Washington Territory or Oregon for tria,, and very soon nothing more will be
heard of this traffic, especially if there is a small steam -cutter stationed
in this district, one of light draught but great vower, and which can follow those whisky-traders into all their hiding-],:)laces.
I have also to report that there are, and have been for over two years,
two breweries in active operation at this place. I can find no law authorizing me to interfere with them, especially as it is a doubtful question
whether or not lager-beer is an intoxicating drink. But the internalrevenue tax ought to be paid on the beer mad e. Special Agent Wicker
has called the attention of the D epartment to this matter, but as that
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officer left the Territory on the 4th of February last, it is not known ·
what instructions be recei vecl in reference thereto.
The officers of the Army and Navy stationed at this place have inquired of me if the recent instructions will prevent them from sending
for a limited quantity of wines for their own prin1te use. I have told
·them that I did not think that it was the intention of the Government to
deprive them of their table-wines, and that if they wonld certify on honor
that the wines sent for were for their own personal and private use, that,
in my opinion, no objections would be made. Please direct me on this
point. I am desirous t carry out your orders to the very letter, and all
I ask is to be fully instrncted.
I am, sir, very respectfu11y, your obedient servant,
WII..~LIAM KAPUS,
Collector of Customs.
llon. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Secretctry of the Treasury, TVashington,. D. 0.
No. 24.
TREASURY DEPART:MENT,

Washington, D. 0., October 12, 1870.
SIR: Your communication of the 27th ultimo is received, in relation
to the illegal killing of the fur-seals at places in Alaska other than the
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George.
·
In reply, I transmit herewith a letter addre's sed to the collector at
.Sitka, instructing him to issue strict orders to his subordinates for the
J)revention of such illegal killing and traffic, and for the btinging of the
oft'enders to punishment; and also for the seizure of all such seal-skins
illegally taken as aforesaid, and for their transmittal to your port for
forfeiture.
After you have perused the said letter, I will thank you to forward it
t<> the collector at Sitka by the first opportunity.
Any fur-seal skins hereafter arriving at your port from any portion of
the Territory of Alaska, other than the islands of Saint Paul and Saint
George, you will detain in your custody, reporting the fact to the Department, and awaiting its instructions.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary.
T. G. PHELPS, Esq.,
Collector, &o., San Franc1'sco, Gal.

No. 25.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

1Vashington, D. G., October 12, 1870.
SIR: The Department is informed by the collector at San Francisco
that the bark Osane has lately arrived at that port with a quantity of
fur-seal skins on board, which were obtained at Kodiak; and, also, that
the fur-seal skins are annually taken to the number of from ten to twent.y
thousand iu and about the islands of Alaska other than Saint Paul
.and Saint George.
As the killing of fur-seals in Alaska, at any other place than the said
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islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, is strictly prollil>ited by law,
and made punishable by :fiue and imprisonment, you are instnwted to
issue strict orders to your subordinates at Kodiak, Ounalaska, and
other places in the collection-district of Alaska, for tile prevention of
such illegal killing and traffic, and for the adoption of such measures as
may be necessary to bring offenders under the law to punisilment;
you wiil also instruct such officerR to seize all fur-seal skins found by
them to have been killed as aforesaid, and to duly forward them to your
custom-house. Such seal-skins will then ue transmitted by you, accompanied with the necessary information, to tiJe coHector at San Francisco,
in order that proper proceedings may be i11stituted for tileir forfeiture.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary.
,\... :1\<I. KAPus, Esq.,
Collector, &c., S~tka, Alaska.

No. 26.
SPECIAL AGENT'S OFFICE,
Saint Paul's Island, October 19, 1870.
I hereby certify that on the 1st of July, 1870, til ere were in storehouse on Saint Paul's Island., three thousand nine ilundred and eightyeight, and on Saint George's Island, one thousand seven hundred. and
ninety-nine fur-seal skins.
[SEAL.]
CHARLES BRYANT,
Specia,l Agent Treas'ttr y Depa1·tment.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
Oity and Cow-tty of San Francisco, ss :
S. N. Buynitzky, being duly sworn, says that the signature to tile certificate hereto arttached is the genuine signature of Charles Bryant, esq.,
special agent of the Treasury Department United States: and tile same
was written by said Bryant in my presence at the island of Saint Paul,
Alaska, on the day saiu certificate bears date, and that tile five thonsand seven hundred and eighty-seyen fur-seal skins now on board the
American steamer Constantine, arrived. at this port this the 11th day
of November, 1870, are the same fur-seal skins mentioned in tile said
certificate hereto attached.
S. N. BUYNITZKY,
Clerk Treasury Depctrtment ..
Subscribed and sworn to uefore me this 11th Jay of November, 1870.
[SEAL.]
S. V. JOICE,
Notary Public.
No. 27.

B.
ISLAND OF SAINT PAUL, ALASKA,
October 19, 1870.
SIR: On the 9th instant the steamer Constantine, belonging to the
Alaska Commercial Company, arrived. here, bringing to me a letter of
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the collector of customs at San Francisco, CO\~ering certifiE'd copies of
Department's letter of August 8, 1870, to said collector, and of the act
of July 1, 1870. At th~ same time the general agent of the Alaska
Company, l\ir. II. H. Mcintyre, informed me, verbally, that official letters addressed to myself and Mr. S. N. Buynitzky, esq., had been sent
from the custom-house at San Francisco, but went, by error, with the
mail to Kodiak. Tlms it happens that I am left to act on fragmentary
information. I found on board the Constantine, as passenger, Mr. Samuel
Falconer, late deputy and acting collector at Sitka, who stated to me
that he had left the service of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and would offer
his services to the Government.
HaviHg in view the desire expressed to me by Mr. Buynitzky, in July, to
be relieved this fall from his temporary duties at Saint George, in consideration of urgent family matters requiring his presence at 'vVashington, I thought it advisable to avail myself of lVIr. Falconer's offer, and, by
letter of lOth im;tant, I appointed him, subject to the approval of the
Departme~:.t, aRsistant special agent, at a compensation of $6 per diem;
and after his filing the customary oath of office, I instructed him to proceed, together with myself, to the island of Saint George. On the 12th
instant we sailed over to Saint George, where he relieved Mr. Buynitzky,
who was thus made free to proceed to vYashington.
In the absence of any instructions from the Department, under the
new status I intend to adopt such course of action as is most obYiously
suggested by the import of the act of Jul.v 1, 1870; that is, to take such
measures as will most efficiently secure the interests of the Government
and those of the population at the sealing islands, and Lave instructed
my assistant accordingly. I hope that my action in the premises will
meet with the appro'""al of the Department, and the nomination of 1Ir.
Falconer and the terms thereof will be confirmed. As to my action, from
the clay of my taking charge of the sealing islands up to the present
date, I have briefl.Y to state that I haYe punctually carried out the programme described in my report of July 14, 1870, and have found that
the same has been faithfully executed by Mr. Buynitzky on the island
of Saint George. Provisions have been distributed, and fnr-seals taken,
and skins subdivided as set forth in said report, and I may justly say that
the result has been satisfactory to all parties concerned. 'J:he company
doing business at the islands had no motives of complaint, and the natives haYe expressed their entire satisfaction, and asked me to transmit
to the lion. Secretary of the Treasury their sincere thanks for the timely
relief and the easy terms at which pro'Visious have been supplied them.
Notwithstanding the novelty of the incoming state of affairs at these
islands, some points of paramount importance claim immediate attention,
and I eousider it my duty forthwith to make most urgent representatfons in regard to the necessity of immediate action of the Government
to meet imperative exigencies created by the leasing of tLe islands and
the removal therefrom of the United States troops.
The faithful collection of nearly $200,000 of tax on fur-seal skins
(from the nature of the business <'tnd the geographical position of these
islands) will principally depend upon the supervision of the revenue officers in charge of the sealing islands, and I am con ''inced it will be
necessary to have on each island two officers, of whom one special agent
aud one a~Histant. There being no communication between the two
islands but b.v m~ans of the 8hips coming up to the islands in summer,
under the present system, in case of sickness or death of an agent of
the Treasury at one of the islands, the interests of the Government
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at tllat island might remain for months exposed to the uangers of anarchy.
The agents of the Treasury have b.een heretofore lodged in houses
..claimed by the company, and bad to board with the company's officers.
This arrangement ought not, for various reasons, to be made permanent. A house should be built on each island for the accommodation of
:Government officers, and this may be done at an expense of, say, $2,000
uer building, which is but a trifling sum, considering the prospective
..~nportance of the revenue to be collected for the twenty years' duration
of the lease.
The removal of the United States troops from the islands, anti the
recall therewith of their contract doctors, leaves both communities exposed to all chances of disease, (so frequent in this severe climate,) without any medical .assistance. The terms on which the Alaska Commercial Company has obtained the lease leave no margin for any improvements in the situation of the nations, outside of the obligations actualJy imposed on tile company. On the other hand the rate of taxation
upon the seal-skins, (the only industry of the inhabitants of the sealing
islands,) and the fact of their being deprived. of the benefits of free competition of traders, seem to entitle them to some special compensation
on the part of the Government.
·
I beg leave to suggest that a yearly appropriation of $5,000 be asked
for, to be equally divided between the two islands, for compensation of
learned and experience(] medical practitioners and contingent expenses,
and an appropriation of $6,000 once, for the purpose of providing suitable buildings for hospitals and tiJe dwellings of the doctors.
In conclusion, I take pleasure in bringing to the notice of the Department a fact witnessed by me in my last visit to the island of Saint George,
a fact gratifying to all those who, like myself, feel interested in the
future moral development of the Aleutian population. On the 14th
instant I was present at the examination of a school of twelve boys and
six girls in English reading; they distinctly read any page of Wilson's
primer, counted up to one thousand, named the days of the week, the
months and seasons of the year, various articles of dress, household
implements, &c., &c. This was the result of about three months' work.
Rendering justice to the zeal and ability of the founder of the school,
lVIr. S. N. Buynitzky, I cannot refuse a due share of praise to tlJe natural
gifts of the Aleutian race, and I beg leave to expreS's here my earnest
belief that the Aleutes might become as good American citizens as any
admitted under the fifteenth amend.ment to the Constitution.
I am, sir, with great respect,
CHAHLES BRYANT,
Special Agent Treasury Departn·wnt.
Hon. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
,
Secretary of the Treasury.

No. 28.
TREASURY DEPAR'l'MENT,

lVashington, D. G., NoDember I, 1870.
SrR: Your letter of July 14, in reply to the Departmer~t~s letter of lVlay
24 last, is received.
In view of the fact of the islands of Saint George and Saint Paul
.h aving been leased by the Government to the Alaska Commercial Com-
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pauy, and permission having been granted them, under date of August 8,
a vessel or vessels to said islands with supplies, &c., no action is
deemed necessary by the Depart.rnent on the suggestions contained in
your letter on the sabject of furnishing supplies for the natives of said
islands. Should the necessity still exist, however, for the transfer of
:Mr. Buynitzky from the island of Saint George to Saint Paul, as requested in your letter, you are hereby authorized to instruct him to
report to you accordingly and inclose him a copy of this letter.
In regard to any seal-skins which may have been salted and preserved l>y the natives and held at tile disposition of the Government
to cover actual cost of prm·isions and salt issued to them, I have to
state that the same should be forwarded at the first available opportuuity to the collector at San Francisco, to be held subject to the order of
this Department, you taking accurate count thereof and notifying said
collector of the number shipped and of the tenor of these instructions.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secreta'ry.
CHARLES BR.Y.A.NT, Esq.,
Special Agent, Saint Paul, Alaska,
Care Collector of Customs, San Francisco, Cal.

oo send

No. 29.
TREASURY DEPAI~TMEN'l',

TVashington, D. G., l.'ovember 18, 1870.
SIR: Respectfully referring to your communication of the 22d ultimo,
inclosing a translation of a Bote from the Russian minister in relation
to a claim of tile Russian government to the ownership of certain sealskins detained at the custom-house, New York, I have the honor to inform you that, by reason of a demanrl having been maue by the consignees of said merchandise for its delivery to them on or before the
21st instant, I ueemed it advisable, so as to a void any unnecessary delay
iu the matter, to address a. letter, of which the inclosed is a copy, direct
to tile Russian minister.
I am, very respectfuUy,
GEO. S. BOUTvVELL,
Sec-retary.
Hon. HAMILTON Frsn~
Sec-retary of State.

30.

c.
\V .ASIIINGTON, D. U., December 30, 1870.
SrR: By letter of instructions of May 25, 1870, I have been detailed

to the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska Territory, there
to act under the orders of Uaptain Charles Bryant, spechtl agent of t.he
Treasury Department, and also to obtain and report to the Department
such information as might be acquired relative to the seal-fishery and
the commercial interests of tile islands and of the country generally.
Concerning my action at the islands, under the instructions of Captain
Ollarles Bryaut, I beg leave respectfully to refer to Mr. Bryant's official
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reports. As to the information which I have been able to acquire relative to the seal-fishery and the commercial interests of the islands and
of the country, I have the honor to submit the following:
The islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, owing to their isolated
position, their climate, and the configuration of their shores, seem to luwe
been particularly designed by nature "for the propagation of the species
of seals commonly known under the name of fur -Real, and scientifically
classified under the appellation of "phoca 'ursina.'' The numbers of furseals congregating every summer at the islands are literally beyoud
computation. At the commencement of spring they begin to appear in
the Behring's Sea, coming from the Pacific through t!Je straits of t!Je
Aleutian islands, chiefly through Dunimac Pass. Fnll-grown males
(called bulls) are the earliest visitors at the islands of Saint George and
Saint Paul; they approach the islands in the last chtys of April, and
after a careful survey of their l1abitual resting-grounds, settle thereon to
await the arrival of the females, which takes place consillerably later.
The seals in\' ariably select for their resting-grounds (rookeries) such
beaches as are strewn over with large bowlder~, affording a safe bold
against the sweep of the surf; flat sandy beaches are carefully avoided by
them, probably on accoutitofthe danger to \Yhich the new-born seals would
be exposed of being carried off by the sea before t!Jey have learned to
li\e in that Plement. From the day of their settling on the rookeries to
the epoch of the appearance of the females, the bulls sleep almost withont interruption. Toward the end of May they begin to look out for
the coming of their familieR. The females (cows) generally recognize
their former mates, and land at their respective rookeries. There being
a. considerable difference between the male and the female in regard. to
age of puberty, (six years for the male and two for the female,) this
species is necessarily polygamous, and an average family numbers ab0ut
ten cows to one bull. The rookeries nearest to the water are occupied
by the propagators, while the minor in<lividuals of the tribe have to
camp on the slopes, where they are more exposed to the danger of being
cut off from the sea, and_to become the pre.v of the hunter. The hunting begins as soon as the resting-grounds are fully occupied, wbich generally happens about the end of J nne. It is carried on until the middle
of November, when the seals lease the islands, to disappear for five
months in the vast expanse of the Pacific. The surrounding, driving,
killing, and flensing of the fur-seals has been reduced to ·a science by the
natives of the islands. A day is waited for when the direction of the
wind allows of a rookery being approached so that the game cannot
scent the hunters; a party of from twenty to thirty men, armed with
clubs, cautiously advance along the shore unt.il the retreat of the animals toward the sea is cut by the line of bunters; then, at a signal from
the chief of tbe expedition, the men rush up tbe cliff's and drive toward
the interior of the island as many seals as have been surrounded. \Vhen
the herd bas been driven a certain distance from the shore a halt is made,
and a sorting of the game as to age, sex, and condition of the fur, is effected. This operation requires the exercise of a lifelong experience,
and is of the utmost importance, as the ldlling of females, wllicll are
easily mistaken for young males, even by the natives, would endanger
the propagation of tile species, and the slaughtering of males under two
or over four years old would be a useless extermination, their furs having little value for trade. The sorting once aceomplished, all the anima1s
not destined for killing are allowed to escape toward the rookery, and
the balance of the herd is driven to tile slaughtering grounds, situated
near the salt-hou;::;es. Great care is taken, wllen driving, that the ani-
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mals do not become overheated, for, should this happen, the skins would
become worthless, the fur falling off. On reaching the slaughtering
grounds, the drove is allowed a rest of two or three hours, after which,
at a signal given by one of the chiefs, the killing is effected with won·
derful rapidity. I have seen a drove of sixtetn hundred seals dispatched by thirty men in little mote than an hour of time. As soon as
the animals are killed, all available bands, men, women, and children,
rush to tlle work of :flensiug, which has to be finished as soon as possible
to prevent the carcasses from stiffening. Every part of the animal is
turned to account; skin, :flesb, blubber, and intestines. 'Ihe skins are
immediately taken to the salt-house and placed in large vats, the furside down, and the flesh-side plentifully sprinkled with salt. vVhen the
skins have been thoroughly saturated witll salt, which process requires
ab9ut forty days, tltey are taken up and shaken; then anotller lighter
coating of salt is applieu, anu they are booked ·up in folds, ready for
shipment.
The commercial value of fur-seal skins depends upon their size, and
particularly upon the q nalit,y of the fur. The greatest proportion of
first-class skins are obtained frorb seals three years old.
London is the most important and almost the only market for fur-seal
skins; there they are manufactured into elegant furs by a series of technical operatiQns, the secret whereof -is jealously kept by a single :firm.
Tlle prices obtained in London by American traders for seal-skins ship·
ped in 1867 and 1868 ranged from l6s. to 30s. per skin, according to quality. The cost of each skin rendered at Loudon, including compensa·
tion of natives, expenses for salt, shipment from the islands to San Fran.
cisco, transshipment for Europe, freight, and commissions, amounted to
81.50 in gold. This was the figure of costs when the price paid by
the ttaders to the natives for each skin was nomiuallY from 20 to 40
cents, but actually less, as the same traders realized o~ some articles
furnished to the natives a profit of nearly a hundred per centum. At
preseut, when the Alaska Commercial Company has fixed the price to be
paid to the natives at 40 cents per skin, and the ad vance on San Francisco prices of commodities brought to the islands at only 25 per cent.,
the abo,·e figure of costs will ue considerably increased. Some increase
of costs will be occasioned b,y the obligations assumed on the part of
the company as to the establishment and keeping of gratuitous Sf~hools
for the natives, and also by certain additional advantages vouchsafed to
tl1e natives, as appears from the instructions of the co many to its agents,
a copy whereof is herewith submitteu. So that in future. the actual
cost of each seal-skin reudered at London will amount to no less than
$2, exclusive of the pro rata of the rental, and tlJe tax imposed by tlteconditions of the lease.
The fat or blubber of all the SE'als killed for their skins is not more than
sufficient to supply the want of fuel at the i~lands. Although e\TE'ry
chip of driftwood is carefully collected by the natives, and brougllt with
great pains to the village from the remotest points, almost all of it is
used up in tlle rep·airs continuall.Y required by the rapidly decaying
wood-work of their miserable dwellings, and only a small quantity may
be reserved for the purpose of kindliug the seal-blubber :fires. The summer temperature at the islands being 450 and the mean temperature of
the year out 38° , the dwellings, which are' nothing better than cellars
covered with tmf, have to be heated all the year round. Notwithstanding the enormous quantity of seal-blubber consumed at the islands, a
considerable amount of it migltt be converted into seal-oil for exportation~
thousands of old bulls, which llave become useless for the purposes of
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propagation and are an incumbrance to the rookeries, might be killed for
their blubber, and thus a new and profitable article of trade added to the
resources of the islands. UI;tfortunately the market-price of seal-oil is
lower than the tax offered on this article by the competitors for the lease
of the islands, and consequently this branch of industry has no chance
of being developed.
·
The population of 1lhe islands, numbering 240 on Saint Paul and 125
on Saint George, are mostly Aleutes, some half-ureeds, and a few descendants of Kamtchadales, brought <?Ver Kamtschatka by the vessels of
the H.ussian-American Company. Their mother-tongue is the Aleutian,
a language spoken with slight variations all over the Aleutian Islands
and the southeast coast of Alaska peninsula. The Russian language is
understood by all and intelligently spoken by many. They all belong
to the Greco-Russian Catholic Church, and are sincerely attached to
their religion.
According to the ~tatement of the nathres of the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George a notable improvement in their material welfare has
taken place since the transfer of the Territory to the United States.
Still, their prosperity is far from being in 'harmony with the importance of
their share in the production of wealth. Their dwellings, damp, insalubrious hovels, constructed of drift-wood and sods, are pacticularl.v in
painful contrast with all other conditions of their life. There being no
building-materials at the islands, the nath. . es are unable to accomplish
any considerable improvement in their system of building without assistance on the part of the Government.
The prevalence of inflammatory diseases of the lungs, mostly due to
the miserable condition of dwellings, requires the presence of a medical
practitioner at each island. The recall this summer of the United States
troops, and therewith of the contract-doctors who were attached to the
military posts at the islands, leaves the population without medical assistance. Some provision toward suppl,ying this want is absolutelynecessar.v. The only place in the Territory besides the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George, which I had the opportunity to visit, was Ounalashka, _
the most important of the 'Aleutian Islands. Situated near the Ounirnak
Pass, which is the.best entrance to the Behring's Sea, and possessing a
good harbor, Ounalashka is visited by vessels engaged in the fur- trade
more than any other port, not excepting Sitka. The principal settlement
of the island is Illulook Harbor, with three hundred inhabitants. It is the
religious metropolis of the Aleutian tribe. From this point the light of
Uhristianity spread all over the 4Jeutia.n archipelago. Here lived the
apostle of the Aleutes, Father John Veniaminoo, whose name and teachings are reverently transmitted fr.om father to son in every Aleutian
family.
Fishing and se3,-otter hunting are tbe·principal occupation of the inhabitants of Ounalasbka .. Fresh and dried fish are the staple article of
food. The sea-otter skins, of which the Ouna.Iashkans secure from three
to four hundred a yea.r, are traded at the rate of from $15 to $;)5 for
clothing, hardware, crockery, sugar, tea, and tobacco.
Tbe Aleutian tribe, numbering about three thousand, represents ninetenths of the trade of the Territory, and is unquestionably far in advance of all other tribes with respeet to moral, religious, and social development.
·
. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. N. BUYNITSKY, Clerk.
lion. GEORGE S. BOU'l'WELL,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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No. 31.
TRE~SURY DEPARTMENT,

lVctshington, D. C., February, 9, 1871.
SIR: In your letter to tllis Department, under date of July 28, 1870,
you mention, among other things, that yon inclose a list of the officers
and stockholders of the Alaska Commercial Company, which does not
appear to be upon the files, and although it may not be of any consequence, yet, as the letter contains the statement that a list was furnished,
I have the honor to request that you transmit a copy of the list.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary.
Gen. JNo. F. MILLER,
P1·esident Alaska Commercial Company, San Francisco, Cal.

No. 32.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., Febr'uary 10, 1871.
SIR: I am in receipt of your letters of December 3 and Janua.ry 3last,
requesting im~tructions in regard to the disposition to be made of certain
wine, ale, and porter transported in bond to your port in contravention
of the instructions of this Department of February 8 and Augnst 22,
1870.
In reply thereto, you are hereby directed to retain the merchandise
in question in your custody until the parties are prepared to return it
under proper transportation-bond to the port from which it was transported, or elsewhere, when it may be delivered them for that purpose.
Such shipment, however, should be made under the supervision of a
customs-officer, to be designated by you, anil every precaution taken to
prevent its being relanded in the district of .Alaska.
The collector at San Francisco was advised, under date of the 7th
ultimo, of the Departmet;It's views upon this subject, and instructed ·not
to allow the shipment of intoxicating liquors of any kind to your district.
I am, very respectfnlls,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary.
WM. KAPus, Esq.,
Collector, Sitka, Alaska.
(Care of collector of cuR toms, San Francisco, Cal.)

No. 33.
ALASKA COMlYIERCIAL COMPANY,
No. 425 SACRAMEN'I'O STREET.

San Francisco, February 17, 1871.
SIR. : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 9th instant, and in reply beg to state that the list of officers and
sto0l\holders of the Alaska Commercial Company, which accompanied
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my letter of July :38, 1870, was returned to me by tlle Ron. Secretary
upon my verbal request, it being at that time considered as a document
of no consequence, and not necessary to the files of the Department. 1
have not the original paper, but believe it to be in the possession of
General .Jeffries, our attorney, to whom I have written, requesting him
to return tlle paper to the Department. In the event the original cannot be found, I beg to substitute tlle inclosed copy, which is substantially the same as the original.
I take tlle liberty, also, to iuclose herewith a list of tlle officers and
stockholders of the company at the present time, supposing it mfty
serve some useful purpose should an occasion arise for tile use of any
such liRt.
With great rEspect, your obedient servant,
JNO. :F. MILLER,
President .Alaska Commercial Company.

List of officers ancl stoclcholdets of the Alaska Conunercial Company.
Officers.-Jobn P. Miller, president; Richard IT. Chapell, vice-president; H. M. Hutchinson, secretary.
'Trustees.-Heury
P. Haven, Louis Sloss, II. 1\i. Hutchinson, John F.
.
Miller, Richard H. Chapell.
Stoclcholders.-Jobn Parrott, H. P. Ha,·en, H. M. Hutchinson, R. H.
Chapell, Thomas Hood, C. A. Williams, G. Niebanm, J..~ouis Sloss, August
Wassermann~ Lewis Gerstle, John P . .Miller, L. Roscowitz, vVilliam
Koul, s. J. Field.
I hereby certify that the foregoing is an accurate list of the officers
and stockholders of the Alaska Uomrnercial Company on the 28th day
of July, 1870.
J~l"O. F. MILLER,
President Alaska Commercial Compctny.

List of officers cmd stockholders of the Alaska Commercial Vontpany on the
17th day of February, 1871.
9tficers.-J obn F. 1\iiller, president; John Parrott, vice-presi<lent;
E. Neumann, secretary.
~.Crustees.-John F. 1\Iiller, .John Parrott, Lewis Gerstle, H. M. Hutchinson, Richard H. Chapell.
Stockholders.-H. H. Chapell, citizen of Connecticut; Henry P. Haven,
of Connecticut; Ebenezer Morgan, of Connecticut; E. A. Williams, of
Connecticut; Samuel Willets, of New York; Daniel T. Willets, of New
York; J ohu F. Miller, of California; Lewis Gerst1e, of California; H.
1\I. Hutchinson, of Ualifornia; L, Hoscowitz, of California; 'Vil1iam
Kohl, of California; Louis Sloss, of California; August 'Vessermann, of
California; John Parrott; of California; Tiburcio Parrott, of California;
Simon Greenewal<l, of California; G. Niebaum, of Alaska.
I hereby certify tllat the foregoing is an accurate list of the officers
and stockholders of the Alaska Commercial Company on this tbe 17tll
day of February, 1871.
JOHN F. MILLER,
President Alaska. Commercial Company.
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No. 34.
EXECUTIVE 1\fANSION,

Washington, D. 0., JJ1arch 21, 1871.
So much of ExecntiYe order of February 4, 1870, as prohibits the importation anu use of distilleueu spirits into and within the islanus of Saint
Paul and Saint George, Alaska, is hereby modified so as to permit
Professor Louis Agassiz to ship one hundred gallons of alcohol to 1\Ir.
Charles Bryant, a special agent of the Treasury Department, on duty
in that territory, sul~ject to such regulations as the Secretary of the
Treasury m~y prescribe; the said alcohol to be used solely in the preservation of specimens of animals that are being collected for the museum of IIarYanl College.
U. S. GRANT,
President.

No. 35.
WASHINGTON, D. 0., April17, 1871.
SIR: T!Je act eutitled "An act to prevent the extermination of furbearing- ~uimals in ,Alaska," approveu July 1, 1870, authorized the Secretary of the Treasury to lease the right of taking fur-seals in Alaska;
and, in acconlance with its provisions, the Secretary leased saiu privilege to the Alaska Commercial Company.
'rhe act prohibits the killing of fur-seals except during the months of
Jnue, July, September, and October; and authorizes t!Je Secretary
of the Treasury to "further restrict and limit the right of killing" furseals, and in such case the rent re~erved to the Government to be reduced in proportion to such restriction or limitation.
The Alaska Commercial Company respectfully represents to the Secretary of the Treasury that it did not obtain its said lease until the 31st
day of Augm;t, 1870; that on receipt of the same it immediately and
with due dilig·ence urHlertook the prosecution of this business, aU<l by the
18th day of September its steamer Constantine sailed from San li'rancisco, carrying supplies and all necessaries for the same, for tile islands
of Saint Paul and Saint George, in Alaska, which she reacheu on the
8th day of October, making the voyage in less than the ordinary time.
The months of June, July, September, and nearly orie-third of October having thus expired before the company could reach the seal islands;
by using, as it did, the utmost dispatch and effort, there remained but
nineteen worldng-days of the four months in which seals could be
lawfully killed, and for which entire term of four months (within which
the company is authorized to kill one hundred thousand seals) a rental of
$55,000 is reserved to the Government.
Tlw company respectfully represents that during said nineteen days
in October it secured but a limited number of seal-skins, instead. of
fifty thousand, which it might have taken in the full months of September and October.
By a former order- of the Treasury Department, this company was
restricted to fifty thousand seals for the present year, and t.he rental
reduced in the same proportion. The object of this communication is
to respectfully request the Secretary of the Treasury to so modify said
ou1er that said limitation and restriction will conform to the actual
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number of seals taken under said lease, (when the actual number shall
have been ascertained,) and the rental reduced in the same proportion.
Very respectfully, your obedient serYant,
H. 1\'I. HUTCHINSON,
Secretary Alctska Commercial Company.
Hon. GEORGE S. BOUTWEL~,
Secretary ofthe Treasury.

No. 36.
TREASURY DEPAR1'1\'i:ENT,
Washington, D. 0., Jlf.ay 5, 1871.
SIR: .Mr. N. L. Jeffries having personally requested, in behalf of the
Alaska Comi"!Jercial Company, tllat the said company may hereafter be
allowed to deposit the amount of their rent, as per the terms of their
lease, for the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska, with the
United States assistant treasurer at San Francisco, instead of with the
United States 'rreasurer at Washington, I have to inform you that the
said request is hereby granted, until otherwise ordered, but with the
express underst.anding that said contract shall not in any particular be
waived or avoided by granting said req nest.
I am, v-ery respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary.
JOHN F. MILLER, Esq.,
President Alaska Comme'rcial Company,
Per N. L. JEFFRIES,
Attorney, Washington, D. C.

No. 37.
WASHINGTON, D. 0., lJJay 6, 1871.
SIR: On behalf of the Alaska Commercial Company, I have the honor
to request that it be authorized to pay the tax due the Government
on account of fur-seals taken under its lease, pursuant to the act entitled "An act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in
Alaska," to the assistant treasurer at San Francisco, California.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. L. JEFFHIES,
Attorney for Alaska Co'mmercial Oompctny.
Hon. GEORGES. BOUTWELL,
Secreta'i'Y of the Treasury.

No. 38.
SAINT GEORGE ISLAND, BEIIRING SEA, ALASKA TER.,
lJfay 14, 1870.
SIR: Having been appointed b,v you, October 10, 1870, to act as your
assistant on Saiut George Island, I beg leave to submit the following
report:
On arriving at my post of duty I was furnished by your late assistant,
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l\Ir. S. ~. Buynitzky: the following stat~ment, purporting to be the number of Heals taken during his term of office, together with that of Lieut.
H. llemlerson, for the year 11:;70, up to the time of writing:

October 14, 1870.
There "·as taken this year, up to J n1y 17: fur-seals.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 434
From July 17 to October 10 ..... _ ............................. 4, 352
SAINT GEORGE IsLAND,

Total ........... _............... _ ..................... ~ 6, 786
Of this number 1,500 skins are kept free from any private claim, subject to further orders of the Treasury Departrq.eut.
S. N. BUYNITZKY.
In addition to this number, there was taken during the close of the
season 473, making a grand total of 7 259 for the year 1870.
The number of seal-pups killed during the whole season, for nati\~e
food, foot up to 1 ,:wo, and are not iucluued in the above figures.
As the fur-seal season was almost closed before my arrival, I am un·
able to furnish you with much of a report on this subject, but will confine
my remarks chiefly to the uat,i\'e inhabitants of the place, together with
other incidents of interest which happened from time to time.
I was not long a resident of the place until I found, to my astonishment, a bigher degree of civilization existing among them than I
anticipated; and I am llappy to add, in reference to this, that the new
arrivals, wllo are in the employ of the Alaska Commercial Company,
proved to be no way detrimental to them in tlleir i<leas, but, on the contrary, assisted them in carrying out this order of civilization into a
higher degree of perfection. Intleed, I cannot speak too highly of l\Ir.
Brown, the agent of this company, who bas been ver.r particular in carrying out the conditions of the agreement between the company and the
GoYernment, wllich, together witll many other acts of kindness shown
them in aid of tlleir comfort, bas rendered him quite a favorite among
them.
The company, having furnished abundance of everything that is necessary for the comfort and sustenance of life, and from the Yery low
prices charged on mauy of the principal articles, has left no room for
complaints.
In speaking of these people, I may safely state that I know of no class
of the human race tllat enjoy themselves any more than these do.
Scarcely llas there been an eveuing pass over their heads but what they
would ~ngage in dancing, or some other silly amusements.
The health of the island is good, there being no disease of any kind
upon it. The number of deaths since my arrival are three, two of which
were infants, and caused by sheer neglect of their parents; the other
was a child of five years, the ailment of which had been long standing.
Quite different from that of last ,year, there being nineteen deaths recorded on tile books kept by the chief of the i~land. From inquiry, I am
informed tllat many of those deaths referre<l to were caused by the manu·
facture and use of quass, a kind of liquor made by the natives out of flour
and sugar. This year there has been a stop put to the manufacturing of
the article, tlle result of which will, doubtless, keep many from filling an
early gra \~e.
The uumber of births· up to date is fi. ve, four of whbh are alive and
doing well.
On the 1st of ~o\·ember last a school was rJ-established for the
natiYes, tlle attendance of which number fibout 35; and, from the advanced state they were left in by our friend Mr. Buynit7Jky, it was no
1
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difficult task to get along with them. They are making rapid progress, and
feel anxious to learn the English language. Even men who have adYanced to the age of thirty and forty attend school, anu are making equal
progress.
The temperature of the weather I kept, and used Fahrenheit thermometer. For the last two months of the year 1870, the mean temperature
ranged as follows: For November, 30.80; December, 28.60. For .January,
1871, mean 30.04; February, 23.22; March, 14.85 ; and April, 32.52.
The coldest day during the entire winter season was on the 19th of
February, the thermometer indicating as low as zero, although you will
perceive that March was the coldest month by great ouds.
On the 2d of this month the ice made its appearance, and landed on
the north side of the island in a limited quantity; but day after day it
forced its way along from the north, till it made a complete bridge between this island and that of Saint Paul. Indeed, I am of opinion that
the whole surface of the sea to the north of this was a solid sheet of ice.
In a report given by a former agent of the Territor,y, he stated that the
white bear was known to frequent those islands. At that time I doubted
the assertion, but to-day I am ready to inuorse it; not that I have seen
any pay us a visit, but it is not but what an opportunity has presented
itself for them to do so.
The schooner H.l\I. Ilutchinson, owBers Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., San
Francisco, sailed from this island on the 20th of October last, in ballast,
and en ro~tte for San ~'rancisco, E. Henning in command. Also, the
steamship Constantine, same owners, sailed from here on the 21st of
October last, en route for San Francisco, with 1,800 salted seal-skins on
board, taken from this island, l\I. C. Erskine in command.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAl\IUEL FALCONER,
.Acting .Assistant Specictl Agent.
Capt. CrrAs. BRYANT,
Special Agent Treasury Depcwtment, in clzarge of Seal Islands.

No. 39.
OFFICE SPECIAL AGENCY,

Saint Paul's Lsland, .Alaska, Ter., May 19, 1871.
SrR: I have the honor to report the arrival, on the 15th of the present month, at this island, of the Alaska Commercial Company's steamer
Alexander, laden with material and supplies for tile island. As I have
received no communication whatever from the Department by said
steamer, I must conclude that such matter must llave been sent, by
mistake, to Sitka, in which case I am not likely to receive it for a year
or so; and I beg leave to request that, as no vessels but those belonging
to the Alaska Commercial ·company visit these islands, instructions
be given that all mails be forwarded to these islands from San Francisco direct.
In tbe absence of any instructions, I shall be guided by a certified
copy of the act of Congress authorizing the lease aud the conditions ot
the lease, as given me by the company.
I am happy to report that thus far the conditions have been fully
complied with. The store has been well stocked with goods of good
quality, and sold at low prices; provisions also the same.
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The health of the inhabitants has been \Cry good since my last report. There haYe been six births and six deaths, one adult, two boys,
and three infants.
The Alaska Commercial Company have now brought, at their own
expense, a physician to reside permanently on the island.
In November last a school was opened for the natives, which was attended by twenty-nine pupils, who were uetween the ages of seventeen
and five years; the average attendance was 95 per cent.; all manifested
great interest in learning the English language, and made good progress; all learned. the alphabet, and many were able to read simple
sentences.
I herewith transmit a very able report of Acting Assistant Special
Agent Samuel Falconer, on the conditio).l of the island of Saint George,
uud.er his cltarg-e.
I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Special Agent Trc£tsury Department.
IIon. GEo. S. BouTWELL,
Secretary of the :Treas'ury.

No. 40.
OFFICE oF .ALASKA Col\IMERCIAL CO).IPANY,
No. 310 SANSOME STREET,

San Francisco, June 13, 1871.
SIR: Referring to the question reserved for the decision of the Department, as to the amount of rental justly due from the Alaska Commercial Company for the year ending lYiay 1, 1871, under their lease
to Saint Paul and Sah1t Georg-e Islands, Alaska, I beg to state that
the steamer Alexander arrived from said islands on the 9th instant,
l>ringing from Saint Paul Island 3,4±8 fur-seal skins, which comprise
the whole catch of 1870 on that island after the entry upon the island
l>y the company. On the island of Saint George there weret aken during the same time 3,000 skins, which still remain on the island~ the
same being frozen in the kenches, so that it was impossible to remove
tllem at the time of the departure of tlle Alexander. . The whole number of skins taken by the Alaska Commercial Company during the year
1870 was, therefore, 6,448.
The fact that so small a number was taken is as surprising to the
manager of the company as it can be to the Department, and is accounted for by the fact that the cold season began at the islands much sooner
last year than is usual, and the seals consequently left the islands
nearly a month earlier than the.v are accustomed to do. There were
about nineteen working-days of the season for sealing remaining after
the arriYal of the steamer at the islands with the lease, in October
last, and, owiug to the early departure of the seals, nearly half of that
time was lost to the company; so that, instead of taking 15,000 skins, as
was confidcutly expected, the number actually taken was only about
G,450.
I beg the Department to consider that to require the company to pay
rental proportioned for the whole time from the passage of the act of
July, 1870, ,yhen, in truth, the company could not begin operations
l~IH.ler the lease until tbe season bad nearly expired, will result in serious
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loss to the company, and is manifestly not in accordance with the true
intent and meaning of the contract existing between the companJ~ and
the Go~ernment.
It will be perceived that it has cost the company the same amount of
money to support the natives during the winter of 1870 that it would
haYe cost had the catch been four times as large.
Under the most fa'Vorable adjustment of the question of rent, the
company will ine~itably lose a large sum of money in the first year's
operations.
For these and other reasons before given, and because it is just and
right as between the company and the United States, I wonld respectfully request the honorable Secretary to take from the special deposit
of $27,500, made by the company with him to cover the rent for 1870,
an amount proportioned to the number of skins actually taken under
the lease; that is to say, the whole rent being $55,000, the maximum
number of skins allowed to be taken being 100,000, aud the number
actually taken under the lease for 1870 being 6,430, the amount of rent
exacted should be, as we belie'Ve, $3,547.50.
Should the honorable Secretary require positive proof of the number of
skins taken, as above stated, it will be furnished from the islands on the
return of the Alexander from her next trip, some time in October
next. The certificate of the special agents of the Treasury at the
islands, esta blishiug the facts as herein state<l, can at that time be produced.
Trustiug that a favorable adjustment of this matter may be made at
an early day, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant.
JNO. F. MILLER,
President Alaska Comrnercial Company.
Hon. GEo. S. Bou'l.'WELL,
Secreta-ry Treasury, Washington, D. 0.

No. 41.
TREASURY DEPART:i.\-IENT,

Washington, D. C., June 28, 1871.
SIR: You are authorized to proceed to the seal-islands, Alaska, by
the steamer Alexanuer, which is expected ~o leave San Francisco about
the lOth of July next, for the purpose of aiding Captain Bryant in the
discharge of his duties there while he shall remain, and with authority,
in case he should leave, as it is now expected he will in the autumn, to
take charge of the islands in reference to the seal-fishery.
You are instructed to see that the laws of the United States con·
cerning the seal-fishery under the contract with the Alaska Commercial
Company are observed ; that the natives are protected in their rights;
and, in general, you will perform all those acts which shall appear to be
necessary for the interests of the United States in those islands.
Should Oaptain Bryant decide to remain at the islands during the
winter, you can also remain through the winter and following season.
should it be deemed necessary by him; but in case your services are
not required, you may return by the earliest opportunity, bringing with
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you sucll reports as Captain Bryant may transmit, together with a written report of wllatever yon may deem of importance to the Department.
During your absence you will be allowed your salary as a clerk, and
also all necessary actual expenses.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretm·y.
STEPHEN N. BUYNITZKY, Esq.,
Secretary's O.tfice, Treasury Deparhnent, Tfashingtcn, D. C.

No.42.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., June 30, 1871.
SIR: I transmit herewith a copy of lease to the Alaska Commercial
Company of tl.le right to take fur-seals in the islands of Saint Paul and
Saint George, Alaska.
The inclosed copy is furnished for your use, and that of Special Agent
Charles Bryant.
I am, very respectfully,
J. F. HARTLBY,
Acting Sem·etary.
l\Ir. S. N. BUYNITZKY,

Secretary's Office, Treasu'ry Depa'rtment.

No. 43.
TREASURY DEP.A.RT:MENT,

lVashington, D. C., July 14, 18.71.
SIR: Your· letter of tl.le 13th ultimo is received, requesting, for reasons
therein stated, a reduction of the stipulated rent of the islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George, Alaska, proportionate with the number of sealskins actually taken from such islands for the year ending l\Iay 1, 1871.
In reply, I have to say that the Department has concluded to take no
action in the matter, until a report shall llave been had on the subject
from United States special agent in charge cf said islands, or it shall
have had an opportunity to confer with him in regard thereto.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary.
JonN F. 1\IILLER, Esq.,
President Alaska Commercial Compuny, San Francisco, Cal.

No.44.
OFFICE SPECIAL AGENCY,

Saint Paul's Island, Alaska, July 15, 1875.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival at this island, on
the 11th of the present month, of the bark oy·ane, of and from San
Francisco direct, owned and controlled by the Alaska Commercial Com-
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pany, and laden with supplies for this station; said bark returns via
Onalaska and other stations, and will take no fur-seal skins. I hereby
acknowledge the receipt, by way of Kodiak, of Department letter appointing Samuel Falconer special agent, dated December 28,1870, and marked
"H. S. V." in the upper left-hand corner; also, an accompanying letter of
instructions in connection therewith, dated January 3, 1871, and marked
'' 0. D. l\L" in the left-hand corner; also, twenty-five blank pay-vouchers.
I herewith inclose a duplicate copy of certificate of fur-seal skins shipped per steamer Alexander May 19, 1871.
I have the honor to remain, yours,
OHAHLES BHYANT,
Special Agent Treasm·y Department.
Ron. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary Treas~try.

No. 45.
SPECIAL AGENT'S OFFICE.

Saint George's Island, A~tgust 3, 1871.
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the steamer Alexander
at this island on the 2d instant, bringing a cargo of all needed supplies
for the coming winter.
Since the date of my last report, l\Iay 14, 1871, the harmonious relations heretofore existing between the natives and tlle Government and
company have continued uninterrupted, the natives having worked
faithfully during the past two months in securing skins and provisions
for their sustenance next winter; and I am happy to state that, with
the co-operation of the company"s agent, l\[r. Brown, I have succeeded
in so far restricting the quantity of spirituous liquor brewed by tllem
from their sugar and flour rations that no intoxication Las b~en manifest.
The number of skins secured to this date amounts to about 19.000, of
which some 17,000 of this year's catch and 3,000 of last year's w1ll be at
present shipped per Alexander, as per certificates llerewith inclosed.
Please find also inclosed certificates for 20 cordu of wood turned over
to the natives by the company for their use, in accordance with the
terms of the lease, and for a full supply of salmon for gratuitous distribution during the winter.
The meteorological record has been kept in accordance with your instructions, and returns are hereto appended, showing an aYerage temperature for the month of 1\lay, 380.32; June, 400.85; and July, 440.09.
On the night of tbe 12th ultimo, two sharp flashes of lightning were experienced, accompanied by tbunder and heavy rain; and it was ' noticeable on lhe next morning the bachelor rookeries were nearly deserted,
the seals baving gone into the water; they, however, returned during
the day.
The school which was supported throngh last wi~ter has been suspended for the sealing-season, but will be again opened as soon as it
shall seem profitable to do so.
I am, respectfully,
SA.l\IUEL FALCONER,
Special Agent.
CHARLES BRYANT, Esq.,
Special .Agent Treasury Department, Saint Paul's Islancl.
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No. 46.
TER.,
.August 10, 1871.
SIR: In pursuance of your instructions of June 28, I took passage
on the steamer Alexander, which left San Francisco on the 13th of July,
and arrived here on the 31st. I immediately reported for duty to Capt.
Charles Bryant, and was detailed by him on the following day to the
island of Saint George, where I remained :five days, returning to Saint
Paul's on the 6th instant.
As Mr. Bryant has coneluded to avail himself of the authority given
him to n~turn to Washington, and to leave me in charge of the seal
islands, I dePm it my duty to lay before the Department such facts concerning the sealing business as seem to me to reqmre an immediate
modification of tlw law regulating the same.
'rhe first section of the act of July 1, 1870, makes it unlawful to kil1
any fur-seals except in the mouths of June, July, September, and October. This restriction has evidently no other object than to prevent ttny
killing of seals at a time when the hunting of these animals might be
prejudicial to the existence of the seal rookeries; but, probably, owing
to inaccurate information at the dispdsal of the framers of the bill, the
limits of time are erroneously defined. The beginning of the huntingseason ought to be determined by t.he condition of the rookeries at each
season ; that is, no sealing should be allowed before the rookeries are
definitely settled, which, at some seasons, happens to be the case in the
month of June, but mostly in May. ~1\s to the limitation at the end of
the season, I cannot discover any particular reason therefor. The fact
is that the security of the rookeries depends mainly on the manner of
hunting, all(} but partially on the time. All restrictions as to time,
while failing to attain the object in view, have proven prejudi1ial to the
successful carrying on of the sealing business, and entailed an unnecessary loss upon the Treasury, and a grievous hardship upon the native
population of the islands.
Owing to the enormous taxation falling in the shape of rental and of
tax proper upon the sealing business under the present lease with the
Alaska Commercial Company, the mode of carrying on the same had to
undergo a radical change. Formerly every skin was worth taking; at
present, none but choice furs will pay; hence the necessity of beginning
the hunting as early as possible, taking very few skins in July, none in
August., few in September and first half of October, and most at the
end of the season, when the furs, which are very poor during the summer
months, have become rich again for the winter, as is generally the case
with all fur-bearing animals. The number of working-days being necessal'ily limited at any season by the peculiar requirements of the sealhunting, with respect to weather and directions of winds, and the number of seals to be taken from any one drove extremely restricted by the
exigencies of the market and the difficulty in Relecting the proper victims,
it is next to impossible to prepare a large number of good skins within
the limits of time prescribed by the law witllout exhausting the working-energies of the population.
In addition to the advantages above stated, a great difficulty arise~ from
the change which occurred in the tone of the foreign market since the cession of Alaska to the United States. The Russian company used the contract with the London firms for a certain number of seal-skins of average
quality, to be delivered on payment of a certain sum in bulk. At presISLAND OF SAINT
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eut the seal-skins are taken in I.Jonilon at so much apiece, according to
their size and the quality of the fur, so that seal-skins have been, for
instance, sold last year in London in;a dozen categories, ranging in prices
from 55 down to 7 shillings apiece, but few skins being classified in the
higher and the greater number in the lower categories; thus the average price obtained last year did not fully amount to 20 shillings per skin.
Under the existing circumstances, it is evident that the sealing lmsiness
cannot be successfully carried on without the utmost exertion on the
part oftheofficersofthegovernmentand the agents of the company for the
establishment of anew system, which certainly interferes with all former
notions and habits of the natives, and creates the necessity of a training
altogether novel to them. Bow ever successful may be such training,
no completely satisfactory results may be attained without the immediate removal of the existing restrictions as to the time of sealing.
Coming to the results of this year's season, I take pleasure in stating,
to the honor of all parties concerned, that they have done better than
might ha\e been expected under the difficulties described above, the
number of skins reported for tax this season beiug over sixty thousand,
(60,000.)
I am, sir, with great respect, your most obedient servant,
STEPHEN N. BUY:NITZKY,
Clerk.

No. 47.
SPECIAL AGEN'l''S OFFICE,

Saint George's Islcmd, A. 'T., August 5th, 1871.
This certifies that the Alaska Commercial Company has this day
shipped per steamer "Alexander," from this island for San Francjsco,
three thousand fur-seal skins of last year's catch, anti sixtt>en thousand
nine hundred and forty-nine fur-seal skins of this year'::; catch ; in all
nineteen thousand nine hundred and forty-nine skins.
SAMUEL F~t\..LCONEH,
Special Age-n t 11·easury Department.

No. 4._,
OFFICE SPECIAL AGENCY,

Raint PcmZ's Islancl~ Alaska, A ~tgust 11, 1871.
I hereby certify that the Alaska Commercial Company has this day
shipped per steamer" Alexander," for San Francisco from Saint PauPs
Island, forty-one thousand an9. eighty (41,080) fur-seal skins of this
year's catch, and three hundred (300) fllr-seal skins in bundles, taken
April 28, 1870.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Special Agent Treas. Dept.
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No. 4D.
HEADQUARTERS SPEC£-AL AGENCY,

Saint Paul's Island, .11la:slw, August 11, 1871.
Hon.

GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,

Secretary of the Treasury :
I have the honor herewith to.transmit a copy of certificate to collector
of customs at San Francisco, of shipment of fur-seal skins, per steamer
"Alexander," this date.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT.
Spvcictl Agent Treas. Dept.

No. 50.
0USTO:~.\l-HOUSE, SITKA,
DISTRICT OF ALASKA, COLLECTOR'S OFFICE,

September 23, 18 71.
I have tlw honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
20th of July last, ad vising me that "information llas reached the Department that several parties at this port are permitted to land and receive
spirituous liquors, an<l also that a brewery has been established at Sitka,
for the manufacture· of beer;" and directing me to inform the Department wl.letber the above information is true.
This letter was received at this ofi;i.ce on the 14th of August last, but
being al>sent at the time, at Kodiak.and Ounalaska, which ports I visited
ou official business, and having only returned to this place the day before
yesterday, I have been unable to reply to it until now.
·
\Vhoever ga\e t!Je information that several parties had been permitted to land and receive spirituous liquors at this or any other port in
this district, for sale or trade. made a statement which be must have
knO\Yll to be false. It was no doubt made by some law-breaker who had
his liquors seized by me, and who now feels sore about the matter.
The onl,y instance when distilled liquor was allowed to be landeu here
for purposes of trade, was in the case of Mr. J. A. Fuller, of this place,
and the circumstances under which this landing was permitted are as
follows: 1\'fr. Fuller, who is also the postmaster, keeps a drug-store, and
as it was absolutely necessary for him, in order to carry on his business,
to have a small supply of alcohol to make his tinctures and other preparations with, I allowed him to send for such supplies as he might~ from
time to time, require. Mr. Fuller never ordered any alcohol without first
notifying me of it; and that the privilege thus granted him has not been
abused, is shown by the fact that during the last twelve months he has
only re9eived about fi. ve gallons, part of which he bas still on hand.
I do not think that the Department will consider this a violation of
the spirit of its instructions, or the executive orders. A drug-store is
an absolute necessity in a community, but it cannot be carrie<l on if the
supply of alcohol is entirely cut off.
I have permitted the officers of the Army and Navy to send for, and
land at this port, wines and liquors in limited quantities, for their own
personal use; and in connection with this would respectfully refer to my
letter upon the subject, of October 6, 1870, wherein I said, ''The officers
of the Army and Navy stationed at this place have inquired of me
SIR:
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the recent instructions will prevent them from ~ending for a limitecl
quantity of wine for their own private use. I have told them that I did
not think tllat it was the intention of the Government to denrive them
of their table-wines, and that if they would certify, on honor, that the
wines sent for were for their own personal and private use, in my opinion no objection would be made. Please direct me on this point. I am
desirous to carry out your orders to the very letter, and all I ask is to
be fully instructed." As no answer was received to this letter, the inference was that the Department approved of my course, and, as above
stated, permissi~n was given to these officers to receive such small quantities of wine, &c., as they needed for their own u~e.
vVith these two exceptions there has never been any distilled liquor
allowed to be landed; on the contrary, all liquors that could be discovered have been seizeu and disposed of under instructions from your Department. Wines, ale, and porter have been taken possession Qf, are
now kept by me, and will only be delivered to their owners when these
parties are ready to comply with you'r orders and ship the same out of
the district.
In regard to the establishment of a brewery at this place for the manufacture of beer, I would again quote from my report of October 9th,
1870: "I have also to report that there are, and have been for over two
years, two breweries in active operation at this place. I can find no law
authorizing me to interfere with ~hem, especially as it is a doubtful question whether or not lager-beer is an intoxicating drink. But the internal!'evmme tax ought certainly to be paid on the beer made. Special Agent
Wicker has called the attention of the Department to this matter, but
as that officer Jeft the Territory on the 4th of :February last, it is not
known what instructions he received in reference thereto.') As no answer was received to this report, I did not feel authorized to take any
steps in the matter, for I had every reason to believe that, if the Department wisheu me to interfere with the manufacture of beer, instructions would have been issued me. These two breweries hav3 since been
consolidated into one, which has been and is now in active operation.
It does seem somewhat strange that t.his state of things should be permitted to continue. Under your instructions I have as above stated, and
repeatedly, reported before taking possession of all ale and porter imported from other places, while right here beer is made and sold in unlimited quantities. The public papers (Alaska Herald, San Francisco
Chronicle, New York Herald, &c.) have taken up the case, and as they
cannot understand my actions in prmrenting malt liquors made at San
Francisco from being landed in this district, while at the same time any
amount of it is being made llere at Sitka, and no steps taken to preYent
it, haYe charged me with being personally interested in tlw brewery at this place. That such is not the case I do not deem it necessary
to assure you.
I would again call your special attention to my letter of October 6,
1870, bearing upon all these matters, aud tlle recommendations therein
contained.
I am, sir, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant.,
WILLIAl\1 RAPUS,

Oollector, &c.
Hon.

GEORGES. BOUTWELL,

Secretary of t h J

Trtas~wy,

T'JTashington, D. G.
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S.AN FRANCISCO, October 20, 1871.
SIR: Intending to establish a trading station at or near Fort Yukon,
in Alaska, and being informed that the military department of the
Pacific bad jurisdiction over and control of the buildings owned by the
United States at that place, we had the honor to address a letter to
}Iajor-General Schofield, (copy inclose<l,) in which we proposed to occupy
the buil<lings as lessees of the Government, at a nominal rent, acting as
tlle agents of the United States, to btke care of the same.
General Schofield having referred our letter to the honorable Secretary of War, we have been favored with a reply, (copy inclosed,) in
which we understand the honorable Secretary of vVar to disclaim any
control or jurisdiction over Yukon, and he refers us to the honorable
Secretarv of the Treasury.
vVe be~g therefore to su'l>mit Ol.H application to the consideration of
the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, and to propose further that
should the honorable Secretary prefer to sell the buildings mentioned,
we will become the pumhasers at a fair valuation.
If the sale of the buildings is deemed inexpedient, we respectfully
request permission to occupy the same upon such terms and conditions
as the honorable Secretary may deem proper.
vVe have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servants,
HUTCHINSON, KOHL & CO.
Hon. GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of the T1·ea~u,ry, lYashington, D. 0.

No. 52.
F.AIRTI.AVEN, :M.ASS.~ Novem)er 10, 1871.
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival at Saint Paul Island,
Alaska Territory, on the 31st of July last past, the .Alaska Commercial
Company's steamer .Alexander, from San Francisco, having on board as
passengers Stephen N. Buynitzky, esq., a clerk of the Department, witll
authority to take charge of the island, and allow me to report for duty
in the Atlantic States, and now beg leave to submit the following report:
For the details of my administration from the time of my taking
charge of the seal-islands, July 10~ 1870, until the departure of the
Alaska Commercial Company's steamer Constantine, October 19 of the
same year, I beg leave to refer to my former reports, dated July 14 and
October 19, respectively.
The sealing season had so nearly expired at that time that only 1,600
seals were taken for their skins. Novemuer 2, about four inches of snow
fell, and it became sufficiently cold for the purpose. The natives commenced taking their supply of winter food, and completed it the 11th
of the same month, taking in all 2,800 young seals. These were obtained
by driYing the females with their young to the uplands, where the pups
are caught and examined, males only being selected for this purpose,
when the others are allowed to return to the rookery, and those selected
are driven to the village and slaughtered; after which the chiefs apportion to each family their part Some are preserved by salting ; others
suspend them on poles, allowing them to freeze, and are so presenTed
for eating fresh. These pups at this time are four months old, and weigh,
on the aYerage, 36~ pounds. Their skins have no commercial value.
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The principal occupation of the natives during the winter month is
hunting foxes, which abound in Luge nmnbers on the island, for their
skins for sale, and shooting such small game for food as can be found at
that time of year. The present year the company have paid premiums
to tile parties getting the three highest numbers, and under this stimulant 1~400 were taken during the months of November, December, January, and February.
During the llolidays, from Christmas to Lent, there was much drunkenness from beer, made by fermenting sugar and flour together. The
evil became so great that it became necessary to restrict the sale to a
bare ration, sufficient for tlleir tea, and even then so strong was their
appetite that they would associate together and save their small allowance until enough could be had to have a holiday, as they term it. This
was especially the case on birth and saints' days. Fortunately, it does
not make them quarrelsome. I was twice necessitated to interpo~e my
authority to prevent disturbance among the natives, and once a diffi:
culty qccurred between the first chief, when drunk, and one of the employes of the company, which led to some dissatisfaction among the
people, but was amicably arranged. There is no authority in the native
government or provision for punishing crime, other tllan the church by
penance, and this seems insufficient for this kind of misdemeanor. It
would seem worthy of consideration whetller authority sllould not be
given the officer in charge of the island to impose small fines in these
cases and apply the proceeds to relieving· the necessities of the poor.
The only possible place where a school could be accommodated was
the dining-room of the employes of the company, anu that could be had
--Only two hours each afternoon. As early as practicable a school was
opened, and both parents and children were deeply intere~ted in its
success. It was attended by twenty-nine scholars between the ages of
:five and eighteen, the average attendance being !)5 per cent. All learned
the alphabet, and many to read simple sentences, but great difficulty
was experienced in enabling them to understand the meaning, their
isolated condition being unfavorable to the development of ideas, and
it was found that the only effective method was object-teaching, for
which there existed a scant supply of material. The school had to be
closed in April, and, owing to the difficulty of many attending during
the sealing season, it had not been resumed. At the time of my leaving,
(August 15,) a large building was being fitted expressly for the school,
and a place for the people to assemble.
The past winter has been the most severe in long-continued cold
weather in the memory of the oldest inhabitants of the island. On the
5th of February large bodies of drift-icc came down from the north,
enveloping the island on all sides, and did not :finally disappear until
:May, a period of ninety days. Although no considerable ice formed
along the shores of the island, huge sheets of this drift-ice, three or
four feet thick, were pushed by the tide high on the rocks~ and remained obstructing the rookeries until late in June, before melting.
Owing to this cause the seals were a month later than us.ual in landing,
and many landed in a crippled condition, exhibiting evidence of having
suffered injury in washing through the large bodies of ice to the south
of the island,
May 15, 1871, the Alaska Commercial Company's steamer Alexander
arrived from San Francisco, having on board the general agent of the
Alaska Commercial Company, and a number of employes of the company, to reside permanently on the island. The steamer had also as
passengers, tile Russo-Greek bishop from San Francisco, with his attend-
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ants, making a parochial visit, and to minister to the spiritual wants of
the people. The steamer having touched at Saint George, in accordance
with Yerbal orders given him by me, Special Agent Samuel Palconer,
esq., came to confer with me in regard to the affairs of that island. The
steamer brought all needful supplies aml materials -for conducting the
business of taking seal-skins. These "'ere landed, and a small number
of seal-skins shipped, (3,4±8, as per certificate dated May 19,~1871.) The
teamer sailed on the 19th for San Francisco.
"'
)\- '"'! -'- ....;
A small number of seal were taken for food during the month of l\Iay,
mal the skins salted.
. ,'
June 1, the seals being present in sufficient numbers, the company
commenced taking skins. This employetl all the natives steadily, the
working-force of the island being just sufficient to perform the work in
the given time .
•June 11, the compans's bark Cyane arrived from San Francisco, laden
with lumber, wood, and salt for the island.
: ·.:.:~
There were several families residing on the island who came here in
the employ of the former Russian fur company, from the island of
Kodiak. At the time of the transfer of the territory, four of these
contracted to work in the employ of \Villiams & Havens, of New London, Connecticut, to be returned by them to Kodiak at tile end of the
sealing season of 18G9. It not being convenient for the agent of 'Villiams & Havens to do this, they agreed with him ~o cancel said contract, and received one hundred dollars each instead of the conveyance
to Kodiak, and haYe since resided on the island, sharing with the other
natives in the labor and proceeds of the sealing business. As the bark
Oyane was to return by way of Kodiak, aud the agent gave them permission to take passage, four families availed tilemselves of it. These
contained eight adults and five children.
Tile bark having landed her supplies, sailed again on the 16th for
San Francisco, via Onalaska and Kodiak, and the sealing was continued
until July 31.
July 31, steamer Alexander arrived from San Francisco with the supplies for the ensuing winter. After lauding part of her cargo August
1, the steamer -visited the island of Saint George to land supplies and take
on board skins; Stephen N. Buynitzky, acting under verbal orders from
rue, taking passage on her for the purpose of conveying to Samuel Falconer a letter of appointment as special agent of the 1 reasury Department, also a letter of instructions from m~Tself, a copy of which, with a
copy of his report on the condition of that island, I herewith inclose.
'filere are on the islands a population of 370 natives, so called; these
are about one-half pure Aleutian blood, the other half of creole blood;
in several the foreign element predominates. T'hey have a well-organized system of government, untler clliefs of their own election, subject
to remon1l at the will of tile people, wilenever they choose. Tllose now
acting have doue so for three years, and are Yery efficient men. TIJese
exercise a kind of patriarchal supervision ov-er the affairs of the wilole
people, but possess no power to enforce their authority beyond the
expression of their will. This meets all their wants as a simple community, but tlJerp, sometimes arise contingencies wilen this is insufficient.
The proceed!::i of the sealing business are a common property, shared
by all, atHl all are expected to participate in the labor.
Sometiwe-.1, when d-elivering skins to ships, some are disposed to shirk
their duty for apparently frivolous reasons. In such cases I have felt
called ou to exercise my authority. There, too, is always a liability of
ditl:'erences ari ·ing between nath-es and the employes of the comnany
1
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which call for the exercise of judicial powers. These make it worth
while to consi(ler bow far the resident officer should be empowf'red to
act in cases where an appeal to the Department would require a year to
get a decision.
•
The population of Saint Paul is 249; tllat of Saint George, 127; this
is somewhat unequal in proportion to the labor and proceeds of the sealing business, Saint Paul l.taving two-tllirds of tlle population, with
three-fourths of the labor and proceeds; but this will probably be equalized by the removal of some of the people from Saint George to Saint
Paul.
The population of both islands, except the chiefs, who live in wooden
houses of their own, are living in underground houses built of turf,
containing three compartments; an outer one, where in an open space
the cooking is done, with blubber for fuel; a middle one, llalf wash-room
and half out-house; an inner one, not larger than ten by twelve, ligllted
by a single sash. Not half of these have wooden floors or ceilings.
Here, crowded together, without ventilation, to keep themselYes warm
as they best can by animal beat during long, tedious winters, sickness
necessarily prevails; and without means to .struggle against or for comfort, their a-verage life is shortened, and its later years full of pain and
suffering, while full half the infants, for want of care, do not live to six
months. And this, where the experience of the military and civil officers and employes of the company demonstrates the climate to be
especially favorable to robust health. I would most respectfully ask, in
behalf of these people, that application be made to Congress for au
appropriation to furnish material to build small wooden houses above
ground. There are native carpeuters sufficiently skillful to do all the
labor. All that would be necessary is to furnish tlle material at the
islands, and place it in charge of the Government officer, who could see
to its proper disposal and use. Such material would cost at the island
.five hundred dollars per l.touse, and the number required would be on
Saint Paul forty, and Saint George twenty. The company propose building such houses and allow the natives to Jiye in them, but refuse to sell
the lumber or houses to them, being averse to the natives acquiring an:y
right or title to such property on the island. Tbis, for obvious reasons,
ought not to be. The natives are already more than Rufficiently dependent on the company, and ought not to hold their houses at the will of
the resident agent. Congress, by leasing their island and taxing its
only industry, the seal fishery, so heavily as to preclude the company's
being liberal, owe it to them to see that they have every reasonable
comfort, and are fully protected in their r~ghts. It is douutful whether,
without the right of ownersllip in their houses, they can be indueed to
cllange their confirmed habits, so as to secure the necessary conditions
of cleanliness and comfort desirable for their better health. Some metbod
might be adopted by which they might rcptly the outlay for their houses,
as the proceeds of the seal fishery, $30,000 on Saint Paul, and $10,000 on
Saint George, annually paid by the company, is amply sufficient, with
proper economy, for all the comforts and. many of the cou veniencies of
civilization.
·
In my report to the Department, dated October 19, 1870, I had the
honor of calling the attention of tlle Department to certain exigencies
existing under the new arrangement of affairs at the islands. One was
that a suitable building be ereeted on each island for the accommodation of the Government officers, they being now dependent on the company, whose means are limited for their own employes. Another was
that a physician be allowed for each island and paid by the Government,
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and a suitable building erected for their accommodation. Should this
be granted, I would suggest that one building be erected for both purposes, as less expensive. The other was that an additional officer be
allowed each island, and this I deem important for the following reasons: The interests of the Government are too great to be left dependent on the health of a single officer, the great distance and infrequent
communication rendering it liable that a whole year might elapse before
the information could be transmitted and the want supplied. Another,
and equally important, is that the nature of tp.e business is such that the
required knowledge necessary to keep the Government informed of its
condition in advance can orily be obtained by a residence on the island,
at least one year, and by careful observation comparing one year with
another; nor can it be imparted to another, unless on the ground, and,
in the event of a change of officers, the experience of the one leaving
would be lost to the Government.
The whole number of seals taken during the year 1869, as ascertained
by actual account on their delivery in July, 1870, was:
On Saint Paul's Island...... . • • • • • . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . .
On Saint George's Island...................................................

60, 992
24,909

Total...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

85, 901

Seals killed dn1·ing the year 1870.
On Saint Paul's Isbnd :
From April28 to July 1. ...••...••....... - ----· .................. .
July 1 to October 9, salted ...... . ........•...............•........
Cut skin s not salted ...............................•.. ---· ....... .
October 9 to November 30, salted ....•............•................
Cn t sl·i us not sal ted..... . •.•........................•.......•..•
Yonug seals killed for winter supply of food ...................... .
Total ...•...............•....••.....•.•...•.. ··---···--- ....
Saint. George's I sland:
Previous to July 1. ..... :.. • . . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . • . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . • ..
July 1 to October 10 ..................... ---.. .... .. .... ... . ... . ..
October 10 to close of the season ................ -----------·......
Pups for winter supply............... . ...........................

3,988
6.449

2i8
1,597
202
2,800
15,314
1, 799
4, 987

473
1, 200
8,469

Grand total for 1870·...................................... ..

Skins taken during the zJresent season, 1871,

?tp

23,773

to July 31.

On Saint Paul's :
1-Iay, for native food ....................................................•.•
Jnne ...................................................................... .

July .................•.•....•..............................................
Cut skins rejected .... -----· ...•........ ·----· ............•....••........•.

418
20,042
24,705
335

45,503
Saint George's Island, as per report of special agent, Samuel Falconer, up to
July 31 .........••....•.................•....•......•............ ~. . . . . . . 17, 000
Total on both islands up to J nly :n, 1871...... . . . . . . . . . . • .. . . . .. .. .. . 62, 503
Beside the above, 1 per cent. should be allowed for loss by heating
wl1ile driving and otherwise; this will cover all seals killed at. the islands.
During the interval between July 1, the date of the act authorizing the
lease and its promulgation at the islands October 10, there were killed
on Saint Paul's, 6,449, and on Saint George's, 4,987 animals for food for
the natives. These were mostly one-year-old seals, and their skins are
not of prime value. Of these, there were resenTed in accordance with
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the plans stated in my report of July 14,1870, and salted on Goverument
account, on Saint Paul's, 2,040, and on Saint George, 1,500 skins. These
are the same mentioned in my report of lYiay 19, 1871, the necessary order
for the shipment of which miscarried by mail, l::lnd I only received the
certified copy at. the date of my leaving the island, when no opportunity
occurred for shipping them, the steamer being loaded to her fullest capacity with skins belonging to her owners. The remainder of these skins
are in the hands of the Alaskct Commercial Oowpany; not being worth
the tax, are left on the islands.
Skins damaged by cutting have always sold at half price in market,
and the same rates been paid for them at the salt-hou:se. Since the leasing, they not being considered worth the tax, have been rejected by the
compl:'tny. This h~s resulted in no loss, as will be seen by reference to
the foregoing statement. Formerly the average of cut skins equaled
6 per cent. of the whole; since their rejection the average has decreased
to three-fourths of one per cent.
About six thousand gallons of oil have been rendered, at a cost of 25
cents per gallon, by allowing the natives G cents per gallon for skinning
and carrying the blubber · to the place of rendering-,L compensation
scarcely in proportion to the labor, as the saving of the oil doubles the
skinning and carrying. The cost of rendering, 25 cents, adued to the
tax, 55 cents, makes a total of 80 cm1ts per gallon at the island, while
the market value is less than 50 cents. It must be obvious no company
can afford to ineur tlle expense necessary for carryiug on a business
involving such positive loss. In my opinion, no great revenue can be
derived fro111 taxing the oil, and as the natives are the parties most to
be benefited by its saving by us, its affording an additional industry to
their island, I woul<l suggest that in place of a revenue tax there be
established a regulation fixing a stipulated price, say 20 cents per
ga1lon, to be paid by the company to the natives for all the oil shipped
from the island. Tilis wonl<l leave a margin Rnfficient to pay the cost
of rendering and shipping. In this way about fifty thousand gallons of.
oil may be obtained annually abo,re or over what blubber is required by
the natives for fuel. The proceeds of this would enable them to purchase wood or coal to warm their houses in winter. Tile blubber, beiug
entirely unfitted. for that purpose, is now burned in an out-house for
cooking only, the sixty cords of •wooLl now annually distributell among
thPm being insufficient for baking purposes.
The breeding rookeries, so calle(l, are the rocky shores, selActed by
the old males for that purpose. They are of variable length, from oneeighth of a mile to three miles in length, and from five to fifty rods in
width, separated from each other by intervals of sand beach, from a few
rods to six miles in length. Tile ol<l males land early on these places,
and prevent any but females occnpyi11g them with themselves. All
the other classes, with those selected for killing, occupy the uplands
immediately in tile rear of these. It is claimed by the natives that the
seals return invariably the second year to their places of birth, and, when
not too often disturbed by driving, continue to do so. This is important,
as will appear, and I have instituted experiments to determine the fact,
by having one hundred male pups selected before they leav-e, and marked
by cutting off the right ear, on a rookery one mile north of the village,
and a like number with the left ear, on a rookery to south of village.
This has been done for two years, and next year the first will be old
enough to be taken. The seals occupy the southeast and south west
shores of the islanrl, a distance of t\\enty-five miles. For convenience,
and to sav-e long dri\ing, three salt-houses have been built., one at the
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village, one fi \'"e miles west of that point, aud one at northeast point,
twelYe miles distant. It being more convenient to take and ship skins
from the village, the tendency is to kill an· undue proportion of the
''hole number to be taken from the island from the adjacent rookeries,
which contain less thari one-fourth of the nurn ber. To do this necessitates their being driven at too short intervals from the same places, so
that those driven to the killing-ground, and allowed to return to the
water as unfit for present use, do not return to their old places, but
sllift to more distant parts of the island. This bas been the effect from
tile season of 1868, as over one-half the skins taken each year b<tve been
from tllese places. I would, therefore, suggest a regulation be established, req niring the seals to be taken from all the rookeries in such
number as the size of the rookery bears to the whole on the islanu.
The breeding males and females occupy the same ground, from year
to year, without leaving their places until the end of July, and no other
classes mix with them. These Lave clearly-defined boundaries, entirely
separate from the grounds occupied by tlle classes driven for killing,
and are never disturbed by it.
As .these are the sources that produce the supply, and the age at
which most of them are killed is three years, their condition will furnish a standard by which to estimate the product three years in advance. A careful comparison of their condition the present year, 1871,
with those of 1860 and 1870, shows a decrease in tlle number of females
the present year equal to ten per cent. of the two former years, which
showed a gradual increase. This might indicate a necessity for restricting the number to be taken, were it not for the excess of 1870, which
will compensate the deficiency for one year; but should two successive
years of decrease follow, it will be different. This decrease is the same
on the rookeries where no seals have been taken since 1868 as those
that have been worked continuously. "\Vhatever may be the cause of
this decrease, I am sure it must be looked for outside of the islands, a
period of the year in which we have little or no positive knowledge of
their habits. Sufficient search has been made for their winter abodes,
with a view to taking their skins, to prove they do not land in any considerable numbers on any known laud. They begin to leave the iHlands
early in October, and by the middle of December have all left, and none
are seen again until April or l\Iay. A few hundred, mostly young pups,
are taken by the Indians around Sitka, twelve hundred miles east of
the islands, during the month of December, and again in :March, on
their way returning to the islands, and, in Februar.Y, off the coast of
British Columbia, but in such small numbers as to make no appreciable
difference to the immense number that visit the islands annuallY. This
is about all that is known positively of their winter habits. It is evident that sharks or other voracious fish prey on the young pups, while
in the water, from the fact that of more than a million pups, annually
leaving the islamls, not one-thiru return to them in spring.
The time of the arrival of the seals in the spring varies with the season, from the middle of April to the middle of .1\'lay, and they are preseut
in sufficient numbers for taking their skins before the 1st of June.
In such cases a discretionary power may be granted to tlle officer, as
the least interested party, but as tllis is tile time when they are most
easily disturbed, it should be done with caution.
Tile new s~-stem may now be considered as fairly inaugurated, and
altllough it has not been done without some friction on both sides, no
Rerious differences haYe arisen, and it is now working harmoniously.
The supplies have been abundant and of good qnality, and sold in quanTI. Ex. 83--5
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tities desired, except sugar, which, for reasons before stated, llas been
restricted.
All the conditions of the lease have heen as fully complied with as
the conditions of the situation permitted. And the Alaska Commercial Company, by their previous establishment on the island, and
acquaintance with the business, have been able to meet these difficulties
better than any other, less fayorably situated, could have done. And
in the suppression of intemperance, and introduction of sanitary measures, I have bad the hearty co-operation of the agent and employes of
the company.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Special Agent Treasury Department.
Hon. GEo. S. BouTWELL,
Secretary of the Treasury.

No. 53.
TREASURY DEPA.RTMENT,
Tlrashington, D. 0., November 29, 1871.
GEN'l'LE::\-IEN: In reply to your letter of the 20th ultimo, asking permission to occupy the buildings owned by the GoYernment in Alaska,
known as "Fort Yukon," I baYe to inform you that for the present, the
Department must decline granting your re<;uest.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\VELL,
Sec1·ctary.
:Messrs. HUTCIIINSON, KOIIL & Co., P. 0. Box 1134,
San Francisco, Cal.

No. 54.
TREASURY DEPART:i\'lENT,
Washington, D. 0., December 12, 1871.
SIR: Tile presi<.lent of the Alaska Commercial Company addressed a
letter to the Department on the 13th of June, 1871, requesting, in behalf
of said company, a reduction of the amount of rent to be paid by them
for the year ending l\Iay 1, 1871, under their lease of the isiands of Saint
Paul and Saint George, Alaska, alleging that a comparatively small
number of fur-seal skins were obtained by the company during the year
1S70, the whole catch comprising 3,448 on the islaud of Saint Paul, and
3,000 on the island of Saint George.
I will thank you to inform the Department bow many fur-seal skins were
taken by said company on these islands during the last six months of
the year 1870.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\VELL,
Secretm·y.
Capt. CHARLES BRY AN'l',
Special Age,nt, Washington.
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No. 53.
"\YASHINGTON, December 16, 1871.
SIR: I baYe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department let·
ter dated December 12, 1871, and marked E. G. 0. D. l\1. and B. in the
upper left-band corner, asking information of the number of fur-seal
skins by the Alaska Commercial Company on the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George, Alaska Territory, during the last six months of the
year 1870, and beg lea'\"e to submit the following reply: There were
taken on the island of Saint Paul six thousand and :five, (6,005,) and on
Saint George three thousand nine hundred and sixty, (3,960,) maki11g a
total for both islands of nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-five
(9,DG5) fur-seal skins.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Special Agent 'l'reasw·y Department.
Bon. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Ser-retary of .the TreatHtry.

No. 56.
W .A.SHINGTON, D. C., Ja,nuary 23, 1871.
SIR: The undersigned have the honor to offer· the sum of one hundred dollars per annum rent for the buildings at Fort Yukon, in Alaska,
belonging to the United States, and keep the same in repair.
Very respectfully, your obedient servants,
HUTCHINSON, KOHL & CO.
To the honorable the SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

No. 57.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. G., January 25, 1872.
I inclose a draft of a bill in~reference to the management of the sealfisheries in Alaska, which bas been prepared after consultation with
Captain Bryant, and for which I ask the favorable consideration of the
committee.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWEI_jL,
Secretary.
Bon. SAMUEL SHELLABARGER,
Chairman Committee on Commerce, House of Representcttires.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep1·esentatit'es of the United
States of Am.erica in Congress assembled, That tlte Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint one agent and three
assistant agents, who shall be charged with the management of the
seal-fisheries in Alaska, and the performance of such other duties as
may be assigned to them by the Secretary of the Treasury ; and the
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said ·agent shall receiYe tue sum of ten llollars per diem, one assistant
agent the sum of eight dollars per cliem, and two assistant agents the
sum of six dollars each per cliem w-hile so employed; and they shall also
be allowed their necessary traYeliug-expenses in going to and returning
from Alaska.
SEC. 2. And be it fw·the'r enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury
be, and he is'hereby, authorized to erect a dwelling-house upon each of
the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George for the use of said agents,
tbe cost of both not to exceed the sum of six thousand dollars.
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said agents be, and they
are hereby, empowered to administer oaths in all cases relating to the
service of the United States, and to take testimony in Alaska for the
use of tLe Go,Ternment in any matter coucerning the public reYenues.

·:No. 58.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
1Vashington, D. C., Jnnuary 25, 1872.
GEN1'LE~IEN: In reply to your letter of the 23d instant, I have to say
that you are hereby authorized. to occupy, until otherwise ordered, the
Government buildings at Fort Yukon, Alaska, upon payment of rent
therefor at the rate of $100' per annum, it being pro·dded that you are
to ke~p said buildings in good repair.
I am, Yery respectfully,
G EO. S. BO UTW.,.ELL,
Secretary.
:l\Icssrs. HUTCHINSON, KOHL & Co.,
Trashington, D. C.

No. 39.
TREASURY DEP ARTMEN'l',
lfashington, D. C., Janua'r y 31, 1813.
SIR: I transmit herewith a communication, dated San Francisco, the
13th of J uue, 1871, from 1\lr. ,John F . .l\Iiller, president Alaska Commercial Company, requesting a reduction of the amount of reut to be paid
by said company, under its lease of Saint Paul's and Saint George's
Islands, Alaska, for the year ended l\lay 1. 1871.
I also inclose a copy of the lease, and a letter from Special Agent
Bryant, dated the 16th ultimo, relative to the number of seal-skins
taken on the islands named during the last six months of the yea1'
1870.
I ha\e to request an expression of your op~nion as to whether tbe
contract of the Government with this compauy would in auy way be
inYalidated by granting this request.
Also return the inclosures.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\VELL,
Becref(wy.
Hon. E. C. BANFIELD,
Solicitor of the 'l'reasury.
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No. 60.
TREASURY DEPARTl\IENT,

Washington! D. U., February 13, 1872.
SIR: I transmit 1Jere,Yith a petition from certain citizens of 1\Iassadmsetts, that bas been referred to tl1e Department by the Committee
on Commerce, United States Senate, for information and suggestion,
praying the enactment of a law for the protection of walrus in the
Arctic seas.
I will thank you at your earliest convenience to furnish the Department with such information relative to the walrus as you may be able
to give, and to state whether, in your opinion, legislation for the protection thereof is necessary or desirable; and, if so, to make such recommendations pertaining thereto a~ yon may <.leem proper. Also return the inclosure.
I am, yery respectfully,
GEO. S. DOUI'\VELL,
Secretar·y.
CHAULES BRYANT, Esq.,
Special Agent ':J.lreas~try Department, JTairlun:en, ~lllass.

No. 61.
DEP A.RT1.IENT Oll' .JUSTICE,
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREA.SUUY,

1Trashington, D. C., JI'ebntary 13, 1872.
Sn1-: I have the honor to acknowle<lge the receipt of your letter of
the 31st ultimo, transmitting a letter from the presi<lent of the Alaska
Commercial Company, asking a reduction of the amount of rent to be
paid under its lease of Saint George and Saint Paul Islands, for the year
ending l\1ay 1, 1871, together with the lease, and a report by Special
Agent Bryant. Yon request my opinion 'Yhether the contract of the
Government with the eompa,ny, under the lease, would in any way be
invalidated by granting this request. I ·am of the opinion that it
1rould.
The company, by the letter of their president, allege that to require
payment of the amount stipulated in the lease, viz, $27,500, as the rent
for the period of their operations ending May 1, 1871, "is manifestly
not in accordance with the true intent and meaning of the contract existing between the compan.v and the Government."
Should the Secretary coincide with the -views of the company by
granting their request, it may be considered as an acknowledgment of
the fact that their construction of the contract is correct.
The Government accordingly will be subject to any contingency operating to lessen the number of seals captured, and thus tile sum to be
paid yearly would remain an open question.
The result would be that a favorable action by the Secretary would
operate as a new and different lease, inasmuch as the company would
have a right to calculate on like action under similar circumstances.
The terms of the lease warrant no such conclusion. Its provisions
follow the law, and I find therein no power conferred on the Secretary
to reduce the rental, except where he shall, for the preservation of the
seals, restrict and limit the number to be killed.
Such a reduction has once, already, been made for this reason, before
.a seal bad been taken, anrl the rental reclucecl in proportion. Bnt in the
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present case, inasmuch as the seals haYe already been killed and the
year has expired, the reduction asked cannot be made on these grounds.
I think, therefore, that the circumstances of the present case are not
such as contemplated by the provision authorizing a reduction of the
rental.
The papers received are herewith returned, and I have the honor to
be, very respectfully,
J. H. ROBINSON,
Assistant Solicitor of the TrectsuTy.
Ron. GEORGE S. BOU1'WELL,
Secretary of the Treasw·y.

No.

G~.

TREASURY DEP ART:\1ENT,

Washington, D. C., February 15, 1872.
SIR: Referring to your communication of the 13th of June, 1871,.
requesting a reduction of the amount of rent to be paid bytheAlaskaCom·
mercial Company under its lease of Saint Paul and Saint George Islands,.
Alaska, for the year ended May 1, 1871, I ha,Te to say that the Solicitor
of the Treasury, to whom this matter was referred for investigation,
expresses the opinion that the terms of the Government's contract with
said company will not, under the circumstances stated, warrant .thelessening of the amount of the rent for the year in question.
In that opinion the Department concurs, and your request must therefore be denied.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO: S. BOUTWELL,
SecrefaTy.
JOHN F. 1\lrLLER, Esq.,
President Alaska Commercial Oornpany,
per N. L. Jeffries, Attorney, lVashington.

No. G3.
TREASURY DEPAR1':i.\IENT,

. lV ashington, D. 0., February 20, 1872.
SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 15th instant, inclosing House bill 1342, which passed the House of
Representatives on tlle 5th of February.
The bill was drawn at the Treasury Department, and is the expression
of the views of the Secretary of the Treasury, and of other officers of
the Governme.nt who are acquainted with the seal-fishery in Alaska.
I believe that the bill· ought to pass. Facts sustaining the bill may be
found in the report of Captain Bryant, (who has been acting as agent of
the Department in the management of a.tl'airs at the seal-islands,) made
to Congress during the present session, and printed, I believe, altllough
I am not able to refer to the document.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
Secreta'r y.
Hou. Z. CHANDLER,
Chairnwn Gom;nittee on Commerce, United States Senctte.

ALASKA.

71

No. G4.
FAIRHAVEN, February 20, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the
Department dated February 13, 1872, marked in the upper left-hand
corner E. G., 0. D. M. B., transmitting a petition of citizens of Massachusetts, praying for the enactment or a law to protect the walruses in
the Artie Seas, and also asking further information concerning these
animals, and beg leave to submit the following statement:
These animals beiug nearly allied to the seals, have similar habits.
They are found occupying the western shore of the peninsula of Alaska,
thence through British Bay westward to Behring Straits, and north as
far as Point Barrow, together with the islands of the Diomede, Saint Lawrence, Saint Matthew, and one of the small islands of the fur-seal group,
all in Alaska waters, and also on portions of the coast of Eastern Asia,
opposite. During the winter months they are believed to be nearly all
south of Behring Straits. As soon as the bridge. of ice closing these straits
jn winter becomes broken by thawing in spring, the loose ice is borne
and held by the current along the line of permanent ice extending
across from the American to the Asiatic. shores, iu about the latitude
of 70° north. The females pass through these straits while the males
remain behind, going mostl.v to the westwar.d along the line of floating
ice, where they bring forth their young and nurse them, remaining until late in autumn; when the freezing of the sea commences they again
return south. At this time the natives secure their supply of winter
food and skins for covering their houses and boats.
These animals yield about twenty gallons of oil and from fifteen to
twenty pounds of ivory each. They are not considered of sufficient value
to pay to cruise for them alone, but when the vessels first arrive in this
sea, an«l are cruising along this line of ice, waiting for the whales to arrive or show themselves, they come upon large herds of these animals
and take them for pastime or the lack of more profitable game.
Knowing all the facts as set forth in the inclosed petition to be a true
statement of the case, I earnestly recommend the prayer of the petitioners
be granted, and would respectfully suggest, as a supplementary act to
the act entitled'' An act to prevent the extermination of the fur-bearing animals in Alaska," that it be made unlawful to kill, maim, or otherwise injure any walrus on the shores, bays, rivers, coasts, or islands in
the Territory of Alaska, or in the waters adjacent thereto, during the
months of June, July, and August each year, under pain of incurring all
the penalt.ies of the second section of said act, with its provisions for its
enforcement.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARl;ES BRYANT,
Special Agent Treasury Department.
l-Ion. GEORGES. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of the Treasury.

~o.

G5.
TREASURY DEPAR'l'l\fENT,

T~rashington,

D. C., February 21, 1872.
SIR: In compliance with your·verbal request, I transmit herewith a
copy of the opinion of the Solicitor of the Treasury, dated the 13th in-
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stant, pertaining to the application of the Alaska Commercial Company
for a reduction of rent under their lease of the h;lands of Saint Paul and
Saint George, for the year enuing May 1, 1871..
I am, very rt>spectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\YELij,
Secrttm·y .
.......... L. Jm_.'FRIES, Esq., . .1ttorney at Law,
nTashington, D. c.

No. GG.
TREASURY DEPA.R'l'::\IENT,

Washington, D. 0., ll'ebruary ~8, 1872.
Sn~: I have tlle honor to inform you that application has been made
to this Department, by a missionary priest of the l~nssian Church in
San Francisco, for permission to ship a supply of wine to . .'\laska
.
for
usc in the communion services of tlw Hussiau churches in saitl Territory.
·
Under Executive Order of February 4, 1810, such transaction cannot
be authorized.
nut in Yiew of the manifest propriety of the objed to lJe attained, I
respeetfully suggest such modificatiOn of said Executive Order as will
permit me to grant the request; and here'ivith inclose the draugllt of au
order for this pnrposP., if it meets your ~pproval.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\YELL,
·

To the

Secn:tm'!l·

PnESIDEi\T,

No. G7.
EXECUTIYE :l\1A.NSION,

Washington, n. c., lt'ebruaTy 20, 1872.
So mneh of Exeeuti,·e Order of February 4,1870, ~s prohibits the im·
I)Ortation and use of <1i8tilleu spirits into and witllin the Territory of
Alaska, is hereby modified so as to permit wine to be hipped to said
Territory for use in tlte communion services of the Hnssian churches,
suqject to such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribr.
U. S. GRA:NT, President.

No. 68.
"\V A.SIIINGTON, D.

c.,

Febnta1·y 2D, 1872.
Srn.: I have the lwnor to submit, professionally, my recollection of
the facts connected with the application of the .Alaska Commercial
Company to the Secretary of the Treasury, asking a restriction of the
number of fur-seals to be killed under the company's lease in the year
1870, and the reduction of the rent in proportion to such restriction.
At the time the lease was deliYered, the company was advised, lJy the ·
Acting Secretary of the Treasury, that the Secretary, in response to
tue company's orig·inal app1iC'ation, lw(l fixNl the rent for sni<l year at
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• ·~i,GOO. The attention of tllc Acting Secretary "·as tlle'n called to the
fact tllat more tl.tau one month of the remaining two months in which
seals could be lawfully killed in that year would expire before the company could possibly reach the seal-islands, and the request was then
made for such further restriction and reduction as would be equitable
under the circnmstauces. To this application the Acting Secretary
(lion. \V. A. Richardson) replied, that tlw question would be taken
under advisement for further consideration, and the rent was afterward
{April17, 1871,) deposited with the Treasurer of the United States,
with the distinct understanding that the question was reserved until it
-could be ascertained by the Department what the equities were in the
premises.
·
The request which I bad the honor to :file in the Department in April
last, on bellalf of said company, asking for a modification of the original
order of the Secretary, in which the rent was fixed at 827,500, relates
to and is a reiteration of the \erbal request made to the Acting Secretary at the time the lease was delhTered to the company, and was
iuten<led as, and iP, an application to the Department for a decision on
tbe pending question raised by the former application.
N. L. J_EFFRIES,
Of Counsel fo'r the Alaska Gomme1·cial Gompcrny;
To the bonoraule the SOLICITOR OF TIIE TREASURY.

No. 69.
TREASURY DEPAR'l'::.\1ENT,
nrashington, D. G., 1llarch 2, 1872.
Sn?,: I transmit herewitil, for your information, copies of a communication, dated San Franciseo, tile 31st of January last, and of Executive
Order of February 29, 1872, relative to shipment of wine to Alaska for
use in the communion services of the Hussian churches.
The collector at San Francisco has, nuder said or<ler, been autilorized
to allo\V snch shipments to be made, provided that, in his judgment, tile
quantities specified are not excessh·e for tl.Je ptirpose intended.
I am, Yery respectfully,
J. F. HARTLEY,
Assistant Secretary.
\\~ILLIA_)r KArus, Esq.,
Collector, Sitka, Alaska.

No. 70.
TREASURY DEP.A_TI.'l':::'dENT,
Washington, D. G., JJiarcl~ 13, 1872.
SrR: You arc authorized to purchase, at San Francisco, materials for
two lJOuses, authorized by the late act of Congress to be erected on the
seal-islands, and tlle collector at Sd.Il Francisco will be directed to pay
,·ouchers for such materials to an amount not exceeding $±,000 in all.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTW_ELL,
Sem·eta1·y.
Capt. OHAS. BRYANT,
lYashington, D. G.
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No. 71.
TREASURY DEPARTlVIENT,

TVashington, D. C., March 13, 1872.
SIR: Yon are authorized to ship the materials that may be purchas:ed
by you in San Francisco, nuder an order bearing this date, for the construction of two houses on the seal-islands, and procure such labor and
materials on the islands as may be necessary for the completion of the
buildings, bearing in mind that the entire expense, including the materials, must be kept within tlle limit of tlle la\Y, viz, $6,000.
Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\VELL,
Secretary.
Capt. QUARLES BRYANT,
lVashington, D. C.

No. 72.
CUS'l'O::'IIS-HOUSE, SAN FRANCJSQO,

Collcctur's Office, ][arch 25, 1812.
SIR: I deem It proper to call the attention of the Department to certain rumors, which appear to be well authenticated, the substance of
which appears in the printed slip taken from the Daily Chronicle of this
date, herewith inclosed.
In addition to the several schemes mentioned in this paper, informa.tion has come to this office of another, which is being organized
at the Hawaiian Islands for the same purpose. It is well known
that during the month of l\Iay and the early part of J nne in each year
the fur-seal, in their migration from the southward to Saint Paul aud
Saint George Islands, uniformly move through Ounimak Pass in large
numbers, and also through the narrow straits near that pass which
separate several small islands of the Aleutian group.
The object of these several expeditions is unquestionably to intercept
the fur-seals at these narrow passages during the period above mentioned, and there, by means of small boats manned b.v skillful Indians
or Aleutian hunters, make indiscriminate slaughter of those animals in
the water, after the manner of hunting sea-otters.
The evil to be apprehended from such proceeding.:; is not so much in
respect of the loss resulting from the destruction of the seals at those
places, (although the killing of each female is in effect the destruction of
two seals,) but the danger lies in uiverting these animals from their ac·
customed course to the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, their
only haunts in the United States.
It is believed by those who ha~e made the pecnliar nature and habits
of these animals a study, that if they are by any means seriously diverted from the line upon which they have been accustomed to move
north ward in their passage to these islands, there is great danger of
their seeking other haunts, and should this occur the natural selection
would be Komandorsky Islands, (which lie just opposite the Pribolov
group, near the coast of Kamschatka,) owned by Russia, and are now
the haunt of fur-seals.
That the successful pro.s ecution of the abo\e-mentionecl schemes
would haYe the effect to dri'\'e the seals from their accustomed cour:::;e
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there can l>e no doubt. Considering, therefore, alone the danger which is
here threatened to the interest of the G-overnment in the seal-fisheries,
and the large annual revenue derived from the same, I have the honor
to suggest, for the consideration of the hono~able Secretary of the Treasury, the question whether the act of July 1, 1870, relating to those fisheries, does not authorize his interference by means of revenue-cutters to
prevent foreigners and others from doing such an irreparable mischief
to this valuable interest. Should the honorable Secretary deem it expedient to send a cutter into these waters, I would respectfully suggest
that a steam-cutter would be able to render the most efficient service,
and that it should be in the region of Ounimak Pass and Saint Paul
and Saint George Islands by the 15th of ~lay next.
I am, very respectfully,
T. G. PHELPS,
Collector.
Hon. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of the Treasnry.

[From San Francisco I;aily Chronicle,

~larch

21, 1872.]

It is stated in relial>le commercial circles that parties in Australia are
preparing to fit out an expedition for tlle capture of fur-seals in Behring Sea. The present hig-h prices of fur-seal furs in London and the
European markets has acted powerfully in stimulating enterprises of a
like character. But a few days ago we mentioned that a Victoria company was organized for catching fur-seals in the ~orth Pacific. Anotller
party, an agent representing some eastern capitalists, bas been in this
city for the past week, making inquiries as to the feasibility of organizing au expedition for like purposes.

:Xo. 73,
DEP A.RT:\IEi'lT OF JUSTICE,
OFFICE OF TilE SOLICITOR OF 1'HE TREASURY,

lVashington, D. C., .Ap~·il15, 1872.
SIR: ~Iy attention has been called to the letter from this offiee addressed to you under date of the 13th of February last, relating to the
application of tlle .Alaska Commercial Company for a reduction of the
amount of rent to be paid under its lease of the islands of Saint George
and Saint Paul for the year ending l\Iay 1, 1871, and certain additional
papers have been filed on behalf of said. company.
From tllese papers I find that it is now claimed that the abatement of
rent made by the Secretary for the year above named was not a final
determination, but that the question of a further abatement was reserved
for fnrtller consideration, and that the deposit made by the company on
the 29th of April, 1871, was in a certain sense a conditional deposit,
subject to tlle final order or decision of the Secretary upon their written request of the 17th of April, 1871.
Upon this state of facts, which did not appear at the time when the
question was formerly under consideration in this office, I have the
honor to say that if the question was reserved for further consideration
and action, as is no\"\· claimed, in my opinion it is competent for the Sec-
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retary of the Treasury to make such further reduction in tlie rental for
the year ending 1\Iay 1, 1871, as may seem to him proper and just.
I inclose herewith the additional papers filed in this office relating to
the case.
I am, \ery respectfully,
E. C. I3A~FIELD,
Solicitor of the Treasury.
llon. GEo. S. BOUTWELL, .
Secretary of the Treasury.
No. 74.
TREASURY DEPAR1.'~1ENT,

Tlrashington, D. C., April18, 1872.
Sn~: Hespectfully referring to the letter of this Department addressed
to you under date of the 15th of li'ebruary last, denying your application for a reduction of the rent to be paid by the Alaska Commercial
Company, under its lease of the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,
for the year ended May 1, 1871, I have to state that tllat denial was 1
as stated therein, based upon an opinion of the Assistant Solicitor of
the Treasury, to the effect that the terms of the contract between tllat
company and the Goyernment did not warrant the lessening of the
rental for that year, the amount to be paid haYing, as he understood,
been definitely fixed by an amenllment to the lease dated Angnst 9,
1870.
An examination of the lease shows that the yearly rental to he paid
by said company was $55,000, and that they were restricted in the
number of seals to be killed for their fur-skins to 100,000 per apnum.
The reduction of rent for that year to $:37,500, made in the agreement
of August 9, 1870, was based upon the fact that half of the season had
then elapsed, and that no more than 50,000 should be killed that year,
but it was understood that the maximum number of skins mentioned
would be taken. It appears, however, from the report of Captain Bryant, in charge of said islands, that only 9,963 skins were taken that
season, or a little less than one-fifth of the maximum number allowed;
by which~ if a proportionate reduction in t.he rent to be paid for tllat
year were allowed, would make the rent for 1870 $5,480.75.
Upon a reconsideration of the matter, I am inclined to regard the
abatement of rent made in the agreement of August 9, 1870, a conditional one. and uot final, and the deposit of $~7 ,500, made in pursuance tllereof, also conditional; and, under this view, the Solicitor now
states that he considers it cornpetP-nt for the Secretary of the Treasury
to make such reduction in the rental fur that ;year as may seem to him
jusL
·
ln final settlement, therefore, of the amount of 1·eut to be paid under
said lease for the J·ear mentioned, I llave decided that the sum of
$5,480.75 only, of the deposit of $J7,500, made with l\Ir. Tuttle, the
assistant treasurer, on the 29th of April htst, shall be retained, and
that the remainder shall be returned to said company or their dulyauthorized agent.
I am, very respectfully,
G EO. S. BOUT\YELL,

Secretary.
Gen. JNO. F. MILLER,
President Alaska Commercial Compan.l},
rcr lt"'. L. Je,ffhe8, Attonu-'y.
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No. 75.
[Circular.]
OFFICE OF THE ALASKA CO:JDIERCIA.L CO:J1PANY,

San Francisco, April1, 1872.
Tv the agents of the company:
To enable the c01npanj- to supply the necessary specimens for scienti.flc iuvestigations, which are expected to result in the interest of commerce and of the company, you are directed to secure, and properly
pack for shipment, and, by our first vessel, ship to this office, such
8pecimens included in the following list ~s yon may be able to find in
the Yieinity of your station:
1. Skulls of fur-bearing ani~nals, and, when cOJn-enient, the complete
skeleton.
2. Fossil shells aud bones; partienlarly the sl\:ulls and teeth of animals.
3. Skulls of human beings of \'arion::; periods; the more aucient
desired.
4. Petrifactions of bones, wood, or other material.
5. :Manufactured articles, both ancient and modern, which illustrate
the life and habits of tlle people at different periods.
G. Specimens of curious stones and ores .
.A.ll specimens should be plainly labeled, showing the place where
found, the date of finding, the name of the article, ami all other information of importance concerning the same.
· In procuriug sknlls of human beings, care must be taken not to desecrate modern burial-places, but seek to obtain specimens at places
where there are none who ha,·e interest in the dead, so that no oft:'ense
may be giYen to the inhabitants of tlle country.
lt is desirable, also, that you make reports to this office from time to
time wllich will contain all information you may be able to gain concerning tl.le history and traditions of the people who have heretofore inhabited the couutry surrounding your station. Also all facts relating
to the life, manners, peculiarities, and customs of the present inhabitants. You will also include in these reports all information you may
gain of the nature and characteristics of tlle fur-bearing animals in the
region of your station, the manner of taking them, whether they appear
to be increasing or diminishing iu numbers, and all general information
concerning them. Also all information illustrating the character of the
climate at your station, and the general formation and topography of
the surrounding country~ togetl.ler with descriptions of the mode of
traYel and other information of a general character concerning the
people and their productions, and the animals of the country. The
object in procuring these specimens and the reports mentioned is not
to gratify idle curiosity, but it is to aid science in the solution of great
problems, and to benefit the company in the management of its affairs.
Your careful attention to tllese matters is therefore desired.
JOH~ F. 1\IILLER,
President A las lea Commercial Cornpany.
Regulations.
OFFICE ALASKA 00:;\11\IERCIAL Co:\IPANY,

San Francisco, January, 1872.
The following regulations are prescr~bed for the guidance of all concerued:
1. The general management of the company's affairs on the islands of
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Saint Paul a)}(l Saint George is intrnste<l to one general ag-Put, whose
lawful orders and directiou:s tuust be implicitly obe;ved by all subordinate agents and employes.
2. Se~ls can only be taken on the islands during the months of June,
..Jul.v, September, and October in each year, except those killed by the
native inhabitants for food and clothing, under regulatious prescribed
by the Secretary of the Treasury.
Female seals and seals less than one year old will not be killed at any
time, and the killing of seals in the waters surroundiug the islands, or
Dn or about the rookeries, beacheE, cliffs, or rocks, where they haul up
from the sea to remain, or by the use of tire-arms, or any other means
tending to drive the seals away from the islands, is expre3sly forbidden.
3. The use of fire-arms on the islands during the period from the first
arrival of seals in the spring season until they disappear from the islands
in autumn is prohibited.
4. No dogs will be permittecl on the islands.
5. No person will be permitted to kill seals for their skins on the
islands, except under the superYision and authority of the ageuts of the
company.
G. No ves els other than those employed l>y the company. or vessels
of the United States, will be permitted to touch at the islands, or to
land any persons or merchandise thereon, except in cases of shipwreck
or vessels in distress.
7. The number of seals which may be annually killed for their skins
on Saint Paul Island is limited to 75,0QO, and the number which may
be so killed on Saint George Island is limited to 25,000.
·
8. No persons other than American citizens, or the Aleutian inhabitants of said islands, will be employed by the company on the islands
in any capacity.
9. The Aleutian people living on the islands will be employed by the
company in taking seals for their skins, and they will be paid for the
labor of taking each skin and delivering the same at the salt-house,
forty cents, coin, until otherwise ordered by the Secretary of the Treasury. For other labor performed for the company proper and remunerative wages will be paid, the amount to be agreed upon between the
agents of the company and the ·persons employed. The working parties
will be under the immediate control of their own chiefs, and no compulsor.v means will ever be used to induce the people to labor. All shall
he free to labor or not as they may choose. The agents of the compally will make selection of the seals to be killed, and are authorized
to use all proper means to prevent the cutting of skins.
10. All provisions and merchandise required by the inhabitants for
legitimate use will be furnished them from the company's stores, at
prices not higher than ordinary retail prices at San Francisco, and in no
case at prices above twenty-five per cent. advance on wholesale or invoice prices in San Francisco.
11. The necessary supplies of fuel, oil, and salmon will be furnished
the people gratis.
12. All widows and orphan children on the islands will be supported
by the company.
. .
13. The landing or manufacture on the is1ands of spirituous or intoxicating liquors or wines will under no circumstances be permitted
by the company, and the preparation and use of fermented liquors by
the inhabitants must be discouraged in ~very legitimate manner.
14. Free transportation and subsistence on the company's vessels
will be furnished all people, who at any time desire to remove from the
islands, to any place in the Aleutian group of islands.
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15. Free schools will be maintained by the company eight months in
each year, four llours per day, Sunday and holidays excepted, and agents
and teachers will endea\or to secure the attendance of all. The company
will furnish the necessary books, stationery, and other appliances for
the use of the schools, without cost to the people.
16. The physicians of the company are required to faithfully attend
upon the sick, and both medical attendance and medicines shall be free
to all persons on the islands, and the acceptance of gratuities from the
people for such services is forbidden.
17. The dwelling-houses now being erected by the company will be
occupied by the Aleutian families, free of rent or other charges.
18. No interference on the part of agents or employes of the company
in the local government of the people on the islands, or in their social
or domestic relations, or in their religious rites or ceremonies, will be
~ountenanced or tolerated.
19. It is strictly enjoined upon all agents and employes of the company to at all times treat the inhabitants of the islands with the
utmost kindness, and en<leavor to preserve amicable relations with them.
Force is never to be used against them, except in defense of life, or to
prevent the wanton destruction of valuable property. The agents and
employes of the company are expected to instruct the native people in
household economy, and by precept and example illustrate to them the
principles and benefits of a higher civilization.
20. Faithful and strict compliance with all the pro\isions and obligations contained in the act of Congress, entitled "An act to prevent the
extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska/' approved J p.ly 1, 1870,
and the obligations contained in the lease to the company, executed in
pursuance of said act, and the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, prescribed under authority of said act, is especially enjoined upon
all agents and employes of the company. The authority of the special
agents of the Treasury, appointed to reside upon the islands, must be
respected, whenever lawfully exercised. 'fhe interest of the company
in the management of the seal-fisheries, being identical in character
with that of the United States, there cau be no conflict between the
agents of the company and the agents of the Go,·ernment, if all concerned faithfully perfotm their several duties, and comply with the laws
and regulations.
·
21. 'rhe general agent of the company will cause to be kept books of
record on each island, in which shall be recorded the names and ages
of all the inhabitants of the islands, and, from time to time, all births,
marriages, and <leaths which may occur on th~ islands, stating in cases
of death the causes of the same. A full transcript of tllese records
will be annually forwarded to the home-office at San Francisco.
22. Uopies of these regulations will be kept constantly posted in conspicuous places on both islan<ls, and any willful violation of the same by
the agents or employes of the company will be followed by the sum~
mary remoyal of the offending party.
JOHN F. MILLER,
Presid~nt Alaska Omnnzercial Omnpany.

:No. 76.
TRR.ASURY DEPARTMENT,

W ashin_qton, D. 0., A.pril19, 1872.
Sn~: Your letter of the 25th ultimo was duly received, calling the
attention of the Department to certain rumors circulating in San Fran-
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cisco, to tlle effect that expeditions are to start from Australia and tlte
Hawaiian Islands to take fur-seals on their annual migration to the
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George throug·h the narrow pass of
Unmak. Yon recommend, to cut off the possibility of evil resulting to
the interests of the United States from these expeditions, that a revenuecutter be sent to the region of Unmak Pass by the 15th of .l\Iay next.
A very full conversation was had with Captain Bryant upon this subject while he was at the Department, and he conceived it to be entirely
impracticable to make such an expedition a paying one, inasmuch as
the seals go singly or in pairs, and not in droves, and cover a large region of water in their homeward travel to these islands, and he did not
seem to fear that the seals would be driven from their accustomed
resorts, even were such attempts made.
In addition, I do not see that the United States wonlll have the jurisdiction or power to drive off parties going up tllere for that purpo:;er
unless they made such attempt within a marine league of the shore.
As at present advised, I do not think it expedient to carry out your
suggestions, but I will t.bank you to communicate to the Department
any furtller facts or information you may lJe able to gather upon the
subject.
I am, "Very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUT\VELL,
Secretary.

T.

G. PHELPS,

Esq.,

Collector, San Francisco.

:No. 77.
OFFICE OF ALASKA CO:M:\<IERCIAL COL\-IP ANY,
No. 310 SANso~rE STREE'.r,

Sctn Francisco, April 26, 1872.
DEAR SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Department's letter of the 18th instant, "H. B. I.," announcing the final decision of the Department upon our application for a reduction of the rent
for 1870, payable under the company's lease of the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George, and highly appreciating the just and impartial action
of the honorable Secretary in the adjustment of this affair, I beg mo t
respectfully to tender to him tile company's thanks.
If no disposition has yet been made of the amount to be returned to
the company, I won1d respectfully request that a draft on the United
States assistant treasurer at, San Francisco therefor, pa,yable to my order,
be transmitted to me in settlement of the same.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J:NO. F. :J1IT-'LEU,
President Alaska, Commcrvial Company.

Ron.

GEo. S. BouTWELL,

Secretary of the Treasury.
~0.

78.
W ..A.SHINGTON, D. C., ,lfay 4, 1872.
SIR: I am instructed by the Alaska Commercial Company, of San
Francisco, Cal., to reque8t that the amount due said company on
account of excesR rental placed in the hands of the United States Treasuret' as a special deposit, and recently ordered to be returned to said
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company by the Secretary of the Treasury, be forwarded to the president of said company at San Francisco by Treasury draft or otherwise.
The amount is, I believe, $22,019.75.
Very respectfully,
I
N. L. JEFFRIES,
Attorney for the Alaskn Commercial Company.
Hon. GEORGE 8. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of the Treas~try.
No. 79.
TREASURY AGEN'l''S OFFICE,
Sctint Paul's Islcmd, A. T., Jfay 9, 1872.
CoLLEC'l'OR oF CusTo::us,
San Francisco, Cal.:
This is to certify that the Alaska Commercial Company have this day
shipped, on board their steamer Alexander, thirty-three thousand eight
hundred and six (33,806) fur-seal skins, and, as per certificate of .Assistant Agent Samuel Falconer, in charge of Saint George's Island, dated
l\lay 5, 1872, five thousand and fifty-one (5,051) fur-seal skins, all taken
in the season of 1871.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Agent in charge Seal Islands.
Hon. T. G. PHELPS,
Collector Customs.
No. 80.
OFFICE OF ALASKA COl\'lMERCrAL Col\IPANY,
San Francisco, ]Jay 21, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter bearing date the 9th instant, inclosing draft, No. 321, drawn by the Treasurer of the United States on the assistant treasurer in San Francisco,
dated l\Iay 9, 1872, for ($22,019.25) twenty-two thousand nineteen dollars and twenty-five cents, being the amount returned to the company
as excess of rent for Saint Paul's and Saint George's Islands paid for the
year 1870.
Tendering to you the thanks of the company, I am, sir, your most
obedient serTant,
·
JNO. F. 1\IILLER,
President Alaska Commercial Co.
Ron. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,
Saint Pa~tl's Island, A. T., ]fay 9, 1872.
Hon. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Secretary of Ttt·easury :
This certifies that I have shipped on board Alaska Commercial Company's steamer Alexander, consigned to collector of customs, San Francisco, three thousand five hundred and forty-one (3,541) fur-seal skins,
the property of the United States.
.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Agent in charge Seal Islands.
H. Ex.83-6
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No. 81.

OFFICE OF ALASKA 00:;}n-1ERCIAL CO:MPANY,
San Francisco, lJiay 28, 1872.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the duplicate certificate
of the United States assistant treasurer at San Francisco, showing the
deposit this day by the Alaska Commercial Company, to the Treasurer
of the.United States, of $102,837 on account of tax on seal-skins from
the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, for 1871.
The seal-skins upon which this tax has been paid are a part of the
catch of 1871, just discharged from the steamer Alexander, and numbering, by official count made by order of the collector of customs at this
port, 39,176. The official count at the islands is certified at 38,887, but
we have paid the tax on the official count at this port, which is the
largest amount.
The Alexander brought to the collector of customs, sealed up in a
separate compartment in this ship, 3,541 seal-skins taken during the
year 1870, on the island, by order of the Treasury Department. These
skins have· been properly delivered to the collector of customs at this
port as the property of the United States.
The steamer will depart from this port for the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George about the 15th day of July next. Should the honorable Secretary desire to communicate with the agents of Treasury at that
time, the company will be pleased to afford him the necessary facilities.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
JNO. F. MILLER,
President Alaska Commet·cial Company.
Ron. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,
Secretw·y of the Treasury, Washington, D. 0.
No. 82.
WASHINGTON, D. 0. 1 June 17, 1872.
SIR: On behalf of :Messrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., of San :b rancisco,
Cal., I have the honor to request that the legal question involved in
their application, now pending in the Treasury Department, touching
the ownership of buildings purchased by them of the Russian-American
Company in Alaska, wllich buildings are claimed by the Government on
the ground that the title thereto passed to the United States by the
terms of the treaty ceding the Territory of Alaska, be referred to the
Department of Justice for the opinion of the Attorney General as to the
proper construction of the treaty in relation to this subject.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. L. JEFFRIES,
Attorney.
Ron. GEORGES. BOUTWELL,
Secreta1·y of the Treasury.
1

No. 83.

TREASURY DEPAR1.'l\:IENT,
Washington, D. 0., June 19, 1872.
SIR: In accordance with the request contained in the inclosed letter
of Mr. N. L. Jeffries, attorney for l\Iessrs. Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.,
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~our

opinion is desired as to the legal title to the ownership of certain
buildings described as stores, warehouses, shops, salt-houses, and boat.
llouses, in the Territory of Alaska, which the United States claim under
the provisions of the treaty with Hussia, of 1\Iarch 30, 1867, (Statutes at
Large, XV, 53D,) but which the said firm of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
claim under and by virtue of an alleged transfer to them by the Russian-American Company, on .l \Iarch 6, 1868.
A correspondence between the "Var Department, the said parties, and
this De~artment on the subject, which is contained in the record-book
herewith transmitted, will show you the material facts and circumstances
connected therewith, and also inform you fully concerning the claims of
the said parties.
Please transmit your views on the question, and return the said
record-book and inclosure at your earliest convenience.
I am, very respectfully,
\Vl\I. A. RIOHARDSO~,
Acting Secretary.
E. 0. BANFIELD, Esq.,
Solicitm· of the 'l'reasury.

No. 84.
ASSISTANT TREASURY AGENT's OFFICE,

St. George bland, August 15, 1872,
SIR: I lla,·e the honor to report the arrival of the company's steamer
Alexander on the 11th. instant, bringing 1\Ir. Adams, who will relieve 1\.fr.
Brown, the present agent of the company, aud Dr. :Meaney, the newlyappoiuted physician for the island, together with a full cargo of merchandise for the station and the material for the government house.
On the 2Dth ultimo the company's steamer H. l\1. Hutchinson touched
here, having on board the Rev. Father Nickoli, a priest of the RussoGreek Church, of the diocese of San Francisco, who attended to the spiritual wants of the people and performed the marriage ceremony for eight
couples.
· ·
The company commenced driving seals for their skins on the 3d of
June last, and discontinued on July 2i ultimo, having Recnred 25,000,
the full number stipulated in the lease for the year 1842.
Last season only 10,077 skins were secured, as was reported when it
was the intentioR of the company to have taken their full number. This,
however, they were unable to do on account of the skins being stagey
in the last !1art of the season, and for this reason the full complement has
been secured in June and J nly.
In reference to the appearance of the rookeries, I find that the seals
are very numerous, much more so than they were last year, especially
the old males and young bachelors, the clas::; that is dri\en for their
Rkins. In corroboration ot this fact, I saw large numbers haul up at the
foot of the high clift'::; apart aud distinct from all other rookeries, where
they were never known to frequent before. From these places I deemed
it advisable to haYe them drh-en away, as they could not be taken if allowed to remain. 'Vlly they should resort to places of this kind is more
tlum I can conceive, if it is not tllat they are prevented, to some extent,
from landing on their usual places by the numerous old males tllat constantly guard the shore-line.
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The number of breeding-rookeries on the island are four, viz: North 1
East, Starry Athille, and Zapeny; they, too, seem to be in a flourishing
condition this year, as. their breeding-grounds are enlarged to some extent. Their positions on the island are as follows: Zapeny is on the
southwest side and about five miles from the 'Village; Starry Athille is
on the north side, two miles from the village; North rookery is also on
the same side and not more than one mile from town, and East rookery
is on the northeast side and about two miles from town.
The following figures will show the number of dri\eS made from each
of those places, also the number of skins obtained from each rookery
during the season :
No. of

North rookery . "....................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
East rookery .................. . .. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Starry Athille rookery.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Zapeny rookery.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

drives.

No. of
skins.

16
lG
14:
11

4,818
9,714
5,274:
5;194:

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, 000
From the last-mentioned rookery two drives of 2,583 were made to
the killing-ground near the 'Village, the balance being salted at that
place; on this rookery a larger number of skins would have been secured this year, had there been sufficient salt on hand wi~h which to
cure them. There bas been, however, a salt-house recently erected,.
which will contain all the skins taken at that place in future.
· The number of seals lost from overheating while driving was v-ery
small, not more than one in one thousand. I would also mention that
great care has been taken not to molest nor disturb the breeding-rookeries at any time during the season, and the same amount of precaution has been used, after arriving on the field, not to kill any that appeared to be the slightest damaged, as you will ob~erve that out of the
entire number taken this year only 1G4: have been rejected by the company on account of accidental cuts in skinning; this is considerably
less than one per cent. I would also state that through the course of
the season a few seals were killed in which we1:·e found buck-shot and a
rifle-ball; it would appear that they had been down about the coast of
British Columbia. or somewhere east of Sitka, as the nativ-es on the
entire Aleutian chain use no other weapons than the spear in killing
seals. I also noticed a few this season, apparently about three years
old, with the tips of the right ear off; probably they were some of
those clipped by your direction on Saint Paul two ~ears ago, as no
experiment of this kind had ever been tried on this island.
Their arrival at the island this spring was on the 6th of 1\Iay, nearly
the same time as last year, and on the following <lay I collected and took
charge of all fire-arms belonging to the natiYes, as I did the year before.
This I found to be necessary, for the reason that there are two freshwater ponds within gunshot of a like number of breeding-rookeries,
where numerous flocks of wild fowls constantly frequent, &nd the
temptation is so great that they cannot resist shooting if allowed to
retain them. The preventing of the use of fire-arms during the sealingseason, together with other precautions taken concerning the rookeries~
is, in my opinion, the cause of the increase of seals on the island during
the past two years. 1\lr. Tessen, your assistant, joined me early in May
last, and has ably assisted me in the discharge of the duties on the
island since that time.
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The general health of the island has continued good. There has
been one birth and one death since the date of my last report.
SAMUEL FALCONER,
Assistant Treasury Agent.
CHARLES BRYANT, Esq,
Agent in charge of Seal Isla/nds.
OFFICE TREASURY AGENT,

Saint Paul's Island, A. T., September 6, 1872.
lllereb.r certify the above to be a true copy.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasm·y Agent in charge of Seal Islands.

No. 85.
OFFICE OF TREASURY AGENT,

Saint Paul's Island, Alaska, Attgust 20, 1872.
This is to certify that the Alaska Commercial Company have this day
shipped, on board their steamer Alexander, twenty-one thousand
(21,000) fur-seal skins, for transshipment at Onalaska to San Francisco
by the bar~ Cyane, or any one of the company's vessels; these skins
being all of this year's catch.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasut·y Agent in charge of Seal Islancls.

No. 86.
ASSISTANT TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Geo'rge Island, August 27, 1872.
This is to certify that there have been shipped this day on board the
Alaska Commercial Company's steamer Alexander eight thousand
eight hundred and seventy-seven (8,877) fur-seal skins, the balance
(16,123) having been shipped by the company's vessels to Onalaska a
few days ago.
(Signed)
SAMUEL FALCONER,
Assistant Treasury Agent.
A trne copy. ·

OHAHLES BRYANT,
Treasw·y Agent in charge of Seal Islands.

No. 87.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Palul's Island, A. T., Septembm· 5, 1872.
SIR: I haYe the honor to submit the following report of the affairs of
thH seal-islands siuce my last, dated l\fay 7. 1872.
July 19 the Alaska Commercial Company's steam-schooner H. M.
Hutchinson arri\ed at this island, baying on board Father Nickoli, a
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priest of the Russo-Greek Church, who administered to the spiritual
wants of the people and married four couples. The schooner sailed
again on the :?9th for Baint George with Father Xickoli on board .
.August 15 the .Alaska Commercial Compan:r's steamer .Alexander
arrived, laden with supplies for this island, having preYiously touched at
Saint George o:p. her way hither, and landed supplies, together with the
frame and material for the house to be erected for the use of the Government officers on that island. The .Alexander broug-ht, as employes of
the company, to reside permanently on the island, Wm. Kupus, esq., as
general agent of the company, in place of Dr. H. H. ~Iclntyre, whoreturns to San Francisco, and E. C. Church, as a school-teacher. The
steamer also brought to reside on the i:;;land l\Ir. C. P. Fish, esq., of the
United States Signal Corps, for the purpose of establisiling a signal-station here on this island. There being more than a fnllload of skins for
the steamer ready for shipment, after discharging .her cargo the steamer ·
took on board from this (Saint Paul's) island twenty-one thousand (21,000)
fur-seal skins, and from Saint George Island sixteen thousand one hundred and twenty-three (16,123) fur-seal skins, an<l sailed on the 20th for
Onalaska, to store them for transshipment from there on some otiler of
the company's vessels to San Franci~co .
.August 25 the Alaska Commercial Company's bark Cyane arrived
here from San Francisco, laden with salt, coal, and merchandise for the
island, having on board as freight the frame and material for tile house
to be erected on this island for the use of the Go,Ternment officers.
.August 29, steamer Alexander returned from Onalaska, laden with
salt and coal.
September 2, bark Cyane ha\ing landed Iler supplies for til is island
sailed for Saint George, taking on board as passeugers to Onalaska
two native familes who wish to reside there, also two other natives who
go to San Francisco to remain during tile winter and return in spring.
In my last report, of .1\lay 7, 1872, I stated some new facts in regard to
the relative difference of value between seal-skins taken in June and
.Tuly, and those taken in September and October, owing to their shedding their over-hair in the later season. There were taken during the
months of June and July, 1871, on Saint Paul's Island forty-five thousand
(45,000) fur-seal skins, and on Saint George Island nineteen thousand
(19,000) fur-seal skins. The remaining portion of tile one hundred thousand to be taken that year were left for the months of September and October. It was found that about the middle of August the seals began to
shed their o\rer-hair; the new covering appearing as short black bristles
in the fur, injures the skin for manufacturing. In this condition they
are called stagey; this condition continues until late in October. This
would be too late to take the requisite number within the time prescribed
by law, so that in order to secure them they had to be taken in this
stagey condition and were not of prime value. In my opinion tilere exists no necessity for the restriction of the taking of skins after October,
or during the period they remain on the islalH1, before leaving for the
winter.
The seals appear to be goYerneu by the weather somewhat, in the
time of their arrival in spring; they were first reported May 5 of
the present season, but light snows being frequent, kept the breedinggrounds covered so tilat they landed very slowly. The first drive for
food was made :\lay 15, obtaining two hundred animals, but they
were not present in sufficient numbers to furnish continuous occupation
in taking them for tileir skins nntil J nne 10. In view of this depreciation in value by sheduing late in the season, it was desirable to take
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as many as poRsihle during the months of June and July; therefore al
available native labor was devoted to this object, and the result was
that on Saint Paul's Island there were taken, up to July 27, seventy
thousand skins, the remaining five thousand being left for the skins of
animals killed by the natives for food, in the months of October and
November. At the same time there were taken, as per report of Assistant Agent Samuel Falconer, in charge Saint George Island, twenty-five
thousand (25,000) skins, thus making a total of ninety-five thousand on
both islands, up to the end of July, 1872. The present season the
beach-rna ~ters or breeding-bulls have landed in excellent health and
condition, and in greater numbers, occupying much larger grounds than
ever before. Tlle females also come in sufficiently increased numbers
to occupy all the grounds thus mapped out, and the number of young
,·eals produced greatly exceed any former years. The weather, although
excessively foggy and disagreeable to the residents of the islands, has
been especially favorable to the young Reals. It iE-~ also observable that
a larg·er number of yearlings or last year's pups than usual have
returned to the island t!Je present season. There is now only a
deficiency of one class, that of the four and five year old seals. This is
clearly traceable to the following causes: During the season of 1868
there were killed on both islands two hundred and twenty thousand
animals for t!Jeir skins; and in tlle season of 18G9, ~.3,000 for their
skins. At that time the relative value of the sizes or ages of the skins
was not understood, and all the skins being paid for at the same price,
the natives, who were quick to perceive the difference between taking a
small skin and a large one, and carrying it to the salt-houses, killed all
the yearlings they could ; these were the products of 1867 and 1868.
These were sent forward in 1870, to market, and overstocked it with
small skins. This created a demand for larger skins, and the Alaska
Commercial Company instructed their agents to take all the large skins
possible in 1871; this was done, and as many four and :five year old
seals as could be taken. This again fell on the already diminished product of 18G7 and 1868. When these were sent to market, they were
found too old, and now the proper medium being ascertained, the seals
will be selected accordingly.
It will be seen, by reference to my report of November 30, 1869,
containing a detailed description of the hal>its of these animals, that
t!Jis class of four and five year old seals perform an important service
along the shores during the season of incubation ; but as there was
already existing an excess of old bulls from former years, the detriment
to the rookeries from the absence of this class, growing out of the
exce8sive killing of 1868, can work no serious injury to the rookeries
for this two years, and at that time they will be supplied from the growing seals. Under the present system, the rookeries show a steady
increase that warrants the assertion that, by 1874, an addition of 30,000
·kins may be added to the number now taken annually.
The ciYil affairs of the natives have IJeen administered by their chiefs,
with very little necessity for any assistance. There has been considerable drunkenness from the use of quass or native beer, manufactured by
themselves from fermenting sugar and flour together, an(l so fond are
some of this artificial excitement that they save all that is sold for their
families to use in tea and coffee until enough is obtained for a good
drunk, and then indulge in it, and in two cases it has been necessary to
confine the parties until sober, to prevent. them from doing injury to
their families or others. That they have worked well and faithfully,
tlle taking of the seventy tbouRand. skins in so short a time bears evi-
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dence. The supplies ha'e been of good quality and in sufficient quantity, and the prices reasonable. The school has been discontinued during the sealing season, but will be resumed again as soon as the vessels
are gone. The company, last year, built six wooden dwelling-houses
above ground for the natives. These have not proved wholly a success
for comfort and convenience, as was hoped. Six more are laid out and
partly completed on an improved plan, based Oil last year's experience,
which promise to attain more fully the object desired. The officers of
the island of Saint George are ill an equally prosperous condition, for the
details of which I beg leave to refer to a copy of the report of Assistant
Agent Samuel Falconer, in charge, inclosed herewith.
I desire to bear witness to the able manner in which all my assistants
have aided in forwarding my plans for the comfort alld improYemellt of
the natives.
I haYe the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,

Treasur.zJ Agent in charge Seal-Islands.
Jion. GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,

Sem·etru·y Treas'u/ry.

No. 88.
OFFICE TREASURY AGENT,

Saint Paul Island, .Alaska, September 9, 1872.
This is to certify that the Alaska Commercial Company has this day
shipped on board of its steamer Alexander, for San Francisco, direct,
49,551 fur-seal skins, and included in this number are 7 casks of sample
skins, marked "Fur-Seal Skins, London," and numbered as follows:
Cask No. 1, containing 25 skins, not bundled.
Cask No.2, containing 30 skins, bundled.
Cask No.3, containing 24 skins, not bundled.
Cask No.4, containing 36 skins, bundled.
Cask No.5, containing 32 skins, bundled.
•
Cask No.6, containing 36 skins, bundled.
Cask No.7, containing 36 skins, bundled.

And further this is also to certify that the Alexander has on board-,
Rhipped at Saint George Island, as per certificate of Assistant Agent
Samuel Falconer, a copy of which is herewith inclosed, 8,877 fur-seal
skins, the balance, 16,123, as per saicl certificate, having been previously shipped to Ounalashka, for transshipment to San Francisco,
together with 21,000 from this (Saint Paul) island, as per certificate
dated August 20, 1872. All of this year's catch.
CHARLES BRYANT,

Agent in charge

Seal-I~land8.

Xo. 8D.

OFFICE OF ALASKA 00::.\1::.\fERCIAL CO:\IP A"NY,
' 5o. 310 SANSOl\1E STREET,

San Francisco, ~November 4, 1872 ..
SIR: I haye the honor to inclose herewith the certificate of Charles
Bryant, esq.! ·Treasury agent at. the islands of Saint Paul and Saint
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George, Alaska, showing that this company, in compliance with the
terms of their lease of said islands from the United States, delivered to
the U uited States Treasury agents t.hereon, during the month of August,
1872, 25,000 salmon and 60 tons of coals for free distribution to the
inhabitants of said islands for and during tlw year 1872.
Inclosed herewith I have the honor, also, to transmit the certificate
of the United States assistant treasurer at New York, No. 65, which
shows that the Alaska Commercial Company deposited with him, to the
credit of the Treasurer of the United States, on the 17th day of October,
1872, $252,181.12, being the amount revenue-tax on 96,0t>9 fur-seal skins
taken on the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska, and
shipped to the port of San Francisco during the year 1872. A duplicate of this certificate has been deposited with tile collector of customs
at San Francisco. The number of skins above mentioned is the official
count at San Francisco, made by the order of the collector of customs.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. F. l\IILLER,
Presic1ent Alaska Commercial Company.

Bon.

GEO. S. BouTW.ELL,

Secretary of the Treasury, llrasltington, D. 0.

OFFICE OF TREASURY AGENT,
SAINT PAUL IsLAND, ALASKA,

August 30, 1872.
I certify that, in accordance with the provisions of the lease from the
United States to the Alaska Commercial Company, dated at Washington, D. C., August 3, A. D. 1870, the said Alaska Commercial Company
has, during the month of.August, 1872, landed upon the islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George, Alaska, and turned over to the Government
agents, for gratuitous distribution among the natives of said island,
25,000 salmon and 60 tous of coal, in lieu of 60 cords of fire-wood.
CHARLES BRYANT,
T1·eccsm·y Agent in cha'rge of Seal-Islands.

No. 90.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

lVashington, D. 0., December 2, 1S72.

SIR: Mr. John F. 1\Iiller has, under date of the 11th ultimo, transmit~
ted to the Department a certificate of deposit with the United States
assistant treasurer at New York, for the sum of 8252)181.12, which he
states is for the internal-revenue tax on 96,06!) seal-skjns taken to your
port from the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George during the season
·Of1872.
I will thank you to inform the Department if the number of seal-skins
mentioned was verified by you upon their arrh·al at San Francisco.
I am, very respectfully,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL.
Secreta'r y.
COLLECTOR OF CUSTOlVI:S,

.San Francisco, Cal.
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DEP ART:JIENT OF J"GSTICE,
OFFICE OF TilE SOLICITOR OF THE TREA.Sl_TRY,

Was:tington, D. G., December 4, 1872.
SIR: I herewith return, upon your verbal request, the inclosed tw(}
papers relative to the application of :\Iessrs. Hutchinsen, Kohl & Co.,
touching the ownership of certain buildings in Ala~ka, referre<l to on
the 19th of June last, without any opinion upon the qnestion therein
presented.
I am, very respectfully,
E. C. DA::SFIELD,
Solicitor of the Treasury.
Hon. GEo. S. BouTWELL,

Secretary of the Treasury.

Xo. 92.
0UST01I·HOUSE, 00LLECl'OR~S OFFICE,

San, Fntncisco, Cal., December 12, 1872.
SIR: I ha""Ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 2d
instant, relative to a certificate of deposit with the United States assistant trea~nrer at New York, for the sum of $252,181.13, forwarded by
John F. :Miller, and which purports to be the internal-revenue tax ou
96,069 fur-seal skins hrought into this port from the islands of Saint
Paul and Saint George during the season of 1872.
In reply to your inquiry, if the number of the seal-skins mentioned
was verified by me upon their arrival at this port; I beg to say tha\ the
number was verified, as will appear by the inclosed copies of the ''returns
of merchandise unladen."
In future, when the Alaska Commercial Company elect to pay the
tax upon fur-seal skins brought into this port, from those islands, at New
York, the certificate of deposit will be transmitted through this office,.
accompanied by a certified copy of the inspector's returns.
1 am, very respectfull,y,
T. B. SHA~NON.
Collector.
Hon. GEO. S. BOUTWELL.
J

'ecretctry of the Treas1o·y.

J:TO,

93,

"ASSIS'J.'A~T TREASURY AGE~T'S OFFICE,

Saint George Island, ]fay 27, 1873.
SIR: HaYing reported to you in detail, in the month of .August last,
concerning tlle fur-seal rookeries, and the number of skins taken by the
company, leaves me but little to say on this subject at present, as nothing important transpired on the island siuce that time. The seals, however, continued in large numbers until late in autumn, a few re~aining
as late as the 19th of December.
The number of pups and other seals taken by the natiYes for winter
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food at tbc clo.sc of the sea::;on, foot up to about 2,000, the same as last
year.
The material for the Government house landed here by the steamer
.Alexander, in .August last, was erected according to plans and specification, witll this exception: a rock foundation was placed underneath
the building instead of posts, as the plan provided, there being good material near at hand for that purpose. I also found it necessary to erect an
a rlditiou nine feet square, inclosing the back door, and furnishing a suitable place for water, coal, &c.
Tlle labor-account for the erection of this building amounted to
$377, as per vouchers herewith inclosed; also please find bills to the
amount of 8139.97, for necessary articles purchased for the use of the
building; in all, $33G.97.
·
·
I may !Jere state that the foundation, when complete, cost about one
hundred dollars extra, thus making an additional expense, but as there
were no posts on tile island suitable for the purpose, I was compelled
to use the rock, and it is in my opinion well worth the difference.
The laborers were paid according as the work progressed, through
the kindness of the Alaska Oommercial Company, and at the same rate
per diem as paid by said company when employed by them.
)Inch difficulty was experienced during the erection from the continuous rains and general foul state of the weather; in consequence of this
there was bnt one other building erected last season by 1\Ir. .Adams,
the company's agent, which was fiuely fitted up for a store, the old. one
having been converted into a. school-house.
In Beptem ber last, the company's bark Cyane ·landed a large quantity of lum her for native houses, but their erection was prevented for
like reasons alrea(ly stated.
In the month of October last, the island was visited by a vast number
of violent gales, cansmg buildings to shake to the very ground; fortunately no serious damage was done.
The winter following was unusually rough and cold, the ice arriving
as early as the 27th of January and remaining until ::\lay 21.
The school was maintained through the winter, but has met with quite
a drawback on the part of the children's parents; they entertain the
idea that by learning an English education it will interfere with their
1eligion. The absurdity of this has been fully explained to them, and a
few ha"Ve consented to have their children attend, although not regular,
while otllers are still of the original belief; thus, where no inducement is
held forth by the children's parents, slow progress may be expected-not
but what much pains has been taken by their teacher. Would it not be
well to notify their bishop at Sitka in reference to this, who would be
most likely to banish this erroneous idea from their minds entirely~
Tl.le general health of the island is comparatively good, the particulars of which I will refer you to Doctor :Meany's report to the company's
agent stationed on your island.
The number of births since the month of .August last are 4, and the
number of deaths for the same period are 2.
The .m eteorological record for the island will be forwarded you in a
separate inclosure.
.
S.A:\IUEL F .ALCONER,
Assistant Treasury Agent, in clwrge of Saint George Island.
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy.
CHARLES BRYANT,
T?·easury Agent for Seal-Islands ..
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No. 94.
[Triplicate.]

TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul Islancl, A. T., June 2, 1873.
SIR: This is to certify that the Alaska Commercial Company have
this day shipped on their steamer Alexander, for transhipment on barge
Cyane, or other vessel, at OunalaRka, for San Francisco, three thousand
nine hundn~d and six (3,906) fur-seal skins, all of last year's catch, being
the balance of the catch for 1872.
Very respectfully, yours,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Agent in charge Seal-Islands.
To the COLLECTOR OF 0USTO:l\:IS,
San Francisco, Cal.

No. 93.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul Island, A. T., July 14, 1873 .
.To COLLECTOR OF 0USTO:JIS,
San Francisco, California :
I hereby certify that the Alaska Commercial Company has this day
shipped, on board their steamer Alexander, from this island, for transshipment at Ounalaska on board the barque Cyane for San Francisco,
thirty-two thousand seventy-six (32,076) fur-seal skins; also, the same
steamer has on board, shipped at Saint George Island, July 7, 1873, five
f,housand two hundred and. eighty-six (5,286) fur-seal skins, all of this
year's catch.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in charge Seal-D;lands.

No. 96.
OFFICE OF NOAH L. JEFFRIES,

Attonwy and Ooungelor at Laze,
Tlashington, July 21, 1873.
SIR: On behalf of Hutchinson, Kohl & Oo., of San Francisco, California, I have the honor to request that the case pending in the Treasury
Department involving the title to certain buildings purchased by them
of the Russian-American Company in Alaska be referred to the Department of Justice for the opinion of the Attorney-General upon the question involved in the case.
The entire question depends upon the proper construction of the
treaty between the United States and Russia ceding Alaska.
Very respectfully,
N. L. JEFFRIES,
Attorney for Hutchinson, J[oltl cfi ·co.
The Ron. SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
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No. 97.
ASSISTANT TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,
Saint George's Island, Atl-gust 1, 1873.
SIR: Owing to tile lateness of last spring the seals were about three
weeks behind their usual time of arriving. This, however, would not
appear anyways detrimental to them, as their breeding-rookeries are
in as good if not better condition this year than they have been at any
one time since my arrival at the island ; for I notice on some of the
rookeries tbe passage-ways formerly occupied by young bachelors in
hauling up on the back ground, are completely blocked up by females,
thus preventing the young seals from landing ; and as the greater portion of this island's shore is composed of high cliffs, it renders it difficult
for auy great number to effect a landing. There are also numerous old
males constantly guarding the shore-line, which makes it still more difficult for the younger ones to work their way on to the back ground. Of
this class there is a scarcity this year, and I am of the opinion it is in a
great measure owing to the above reasons.
From personal observations, taken on your island last spriug, I am
persuaded to believe that the proper number and ratio has not been
assigned to this island ; for I do not hesitate in saying that Saint Paul's
I land is better able to furnish one hundred thousand annually than
Saint George's is ten.
I would therefore suggest that the Secretary of the Treasury be informed of this, in order that the act relative to the number of fur-seals·
taken on each island might be repealed and amended, so that, say, fifteen
thousand be taken on Saint George's Island and eighty-five thousand on
Saint Paul's.
On the 4th of June the Alaska Commercial Company commenced
driving seals for their skins, and during this month only 6,727 were obtained; but in July they came in greater numbers, and the company
succeeded in securing their number, 25,000, by the 28th of this month.
Should a warm, dry season happen to set in, unfavorable for the hauling of seals, I feel confident that the number assigned this island could
not be taken within the time consiuered best for the taking of skins ;.
thus the company wonlu fall short of the desired number and the Government out of the revenue, when in reality there are millions to be had.
on Saint Paul's.
SAMUEL FALCONER,
Assistant Treasury Agtrnt.
Capt. OnAs. BRYA:NT,
Treasury Agent in clutrge Seal- Islmul Sctint Pettl-l.

A true copy.
UHARLES BRYA:NT,
Treasury .Agent for Sectl-Islands.

:No. 98.
FAIRH.A.YEN, 1\I..A.SS.,
September ~0, 1873.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report on the condition
of the fur-seals aud the genera] affairs of the seal-islands since my last,
dated September 9, 1872. At that time there bad been taken and,
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shipped from Saint Paul's Island, of the quota of 1872, seventy-one thousand and seventy (71,070) fur-seal skins, the balance of the quota being
left to be supplied from the skins of animals necessarily killed for food
for the natives. Of tllis balance were shipped, as per certificate dated
June 2, 1873, 3,906 fur-seal skins, making a total of skins shipped from
Saint Paul's Island, of the catch of 1872, of 7±,976; so the account for
seals taken stands as follows:

Seals

tc~;ken

by the Alaska Commercial Company for their skins .
..0
Q)

c;.l~
p,..., .......
Q)
p p

00

p

"d<:e

w.

Qd

ce
aJ
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For the month of June ................................. ··· / 36, 068
For the month of July .................................... 33,714
}'or the month of October................................. 3, 294

35,976
33,600
3,199

73,076
687
504
345

7:t,775
6 '7
4 9

Seals taken for
Seals taken for
Seals taken for
Seals taken for
Seals taken for
Seals taken for

nati \e food, May ........................ ..
native food, August ...................... .
native food, September ........ ·· · · .... · --- ~
native food, October ..................... ..
native food, N ovem her ...........••...•....
native food, December ............ ~ .....•..

t;Ol

753
f)38

Total number of seals killed.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. 76, 704
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117
774
401

QJ.-.

p

>

0
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9~

114
95

301
15
"'228

27
352

457

81

75, 700

1, 004

*Stag.

Of these 74,976 were shipi:)ed as abo\e stated, the balance of 724 skins
remaining over to be counted on the quota of 1873.
Besides the above there were taken in No\ember 5,121 young male
seals as a supply of seal's .flesh for winter food for the nath.,.es. This
makes the whole number of seals killed on Saint Paurs Island during
tlle year 1872, 81,825. Tllis g-ave 70 animals per family, with an average weight of flesh, when dressed, of9 pounds, or 630 pounds per family,
tlle usual supply. The skins of these have no commercial value.
There were taken at the same time on the island of Saint George, by
the Alaska Commercial Company and by the natives, for food, 25,164
seals; of these were salted 25,000; the balance, 164, were rejected as
damaged by cutting or otherwise. All of those salted were sllipped in
September, 1872.
Besides, there were killed for a supply of food for winter use for the
inhabitants 2,090 young male seals. This gh.,.es a total for seals of all
classes killed on Saint George during tlle year 1872 as 27,254.
Some changes are observable in tlle habits of the seals, growing out
of the present system of killing three, four, and five year olds instead
of two, three, and four, as formerly, it . having been ascertained that
these sizes are of greatest value in ruarl~et. There is a much smaller
number of five-year-olds seen swimming along the sLore of tlw breedingrookeries during the period of copulation, and more of the young females
maturing are seen to press up through the rookeries to the old males
always gathered there. And where formerly the shore had been occupied in short sections, with open spaces between-tllrough which the
young males pressed to the uplands to lie down-tLese spaces have been
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filled by the addition of the annually-increasing number of females
maturing until these spaces become closed and the rookeries form continuous lines along the shore, thus obliging the young seals to seek new
resting-places further on, and where they accumulate in larger numbers
and wider distances from the breeding-places. This is.rather an advantage than otherwise, as it facilitates the gathering them for killing with
less liability to disturb the breeding-seals. It was also observable that ·
a much larger number of one-year-old seals arrived on the island during
July and August, as if the season had been more favorable for them
while absent during the winter, and the destruction of them less than
usuaL The seals began to leave· the island in the latter part of September, and on the 27th of December had all left for the winter.
The winter of 1872-'73 was unusually cold and severe, the sea freezing around the island in February, and continued frozen until the 23d
of l\fay. This delayed the arrival of the seals at the island ten or fif.
teen days later than usual. The first seals were reported near the
island on the 9th of 1\fay.
The first drive for fresh food for the people was made May 23, when,
by driving from three places, 297 seals were obtained. From that time
they continued to increase, so that on June 3 the Alaska Commercial
Company commenced taking them for their skins. At that time I estimated their number equal to what it usually is at twely·e days earlier in
former years, o1· that they were twelve days behind their usual time.
The females began to arrive June 9 and no change in their habits or
movements was observable except their increased numbers from the
annually-maturing females, which I estimate at 5 per cent. a year, or 15
per cent. since 1870, the date of the lease.
The Alaska Commercial Company made their first drive for the taking
of skins June 3 and continued until July 23, having taken in all 74,397
.seals. Of these, 73,884 were salted; 361 were spoiled by being cut in
8kinning; 152 were damaged by heating on the field before they could
be skinned. The account of seals killed up to August 1, 1873, stands
as follows:
Seals taken by the Alaska Commercial Company for the month ofDamaged
Number killed.

J,une _..................... 38, 070
July. _........... _. . . . . . . . 36, 327
Total by Alaska Commercial
Company-killed ......... 74, 397
For native food, May . . . . . .
297
To these is added the skins
left over from 1872 ...... .

Salted.

37,732
36,152

by cutting.

338
175

Salted .. 73, 884 Condemned, 513
284
13
724

Total number seals killed .... 7±, 69± Shipped, 7±, 892

Condemned, 526

Of the above were shipped, as per certificate to collector of customs
.for San Francisco, copies of which are already deposited with the Department, dated as follows :
July 14,1873 .....•..........•......... ·--····· ............ 32,076
August 8, 1873 .............•..•.... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 5, 100
August 9, 1873.. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 37, 804
74,980
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A difference of 88 in excess appearing in the counting the skins from
the salt-houses for shipment over the account as rendered on their being
taken.
There ha\e been shipped from Saint George Island of the quota of1873,
as per certificate. datedJuly 16........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 286
August 10 ............. , ...........•....................... 19, 464:
Total fur-seal skins .......... o.

. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . • 24, 750

Copies of these certificates have been already filed with the Department. A detailed report of the seals damaged or rejected has not yet
been received.
The same conditions in regard to the changes in their habits growing
out of the established system of killing older seals were observable as
noted last year.
When the seal-islands were visited by myself and Special Agent H.
H. :Mcintyre, in the season of 1869, there was no opportunity afforded
for either of us to visit Saint George Island, to ascertain by actual observation its condition and proportion, as regarded number of seals, as compareu with Saint Paul. From the best sources of information then obtainable, it was believed to contain from one-third to one-half as many
as Saint Paul, and on this inform· tion the number of seals to be taken
annually was fixed at 25,000, and Saint Paul at 75,000. It is now ascertained that the number of seals annually breeding on Saint George is less
than one-eighth of the number on Saint Paul, and that the island of Saint
George cannot be relied on to furnish the established quota of 25,000
skins annually of the desired size and quality to be of prime value, and
to obtain the requisite number the past season it has been necessary to
take seals too small to be first-class skins. I therefore recommend that
the number to be taken annually on the island of Saint George be limited
to 15,000; and, in order that this may work no hardship to the people
of Saint George by depriving them of a part of their necessary support,
that it be recommended to Congress to so amend the act limiting the
number to be taken on the island of Saint Paul to 75,000 annually, as
to allow an addition of 10,000 to the quota of that island, which is amply
supplied to yield the requisite number, and thus a portion of the population of the island of Saint George may remove to the island of Saint
Paul temporarily, during the sealing season, or permanently, as they
choose.
In my report dated ~ovember 10, 1871, I stated that I had caused a
number of young male seals to be marked by cutting their ears. This
was done to determine whether, as a rule, they returned to the rookery
where they were born, as was claimed by the natives. This was done
in 1870, and the present year they were old enough to be taken for their
skins. Six out of one hundred thus marked have been taken, two on
the island of Saint George and four on the island of Saint Paul, and none
of th~se were found on the same rookery where they were marked; this
would go to prove that they are not governed by any special instinct to
return to the exact place. of their birth. This, also, furnishes some evidence of the percentage of seals that live to grow up. There yet exists
but little information of their haunts or habits while absent from the
islands. That they have numerous and powerful enemies is apparent
by the great disproportion bet,Yeen the number that leave the islands
at four months old, and those that return again at one year of age.
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During the fall months, while the young seals are leaving the islands,
shoals of a small species of the whale, known among whalemen as
the killer, from its sometimes attacking and killing the right-whale, are
seen in the vicinity of the islands often, apparently chasing the seals,
and in one instance, while so doing, one bas run into shoal water, been
killed, and two seals found in its stomach. From the most careful observation, extending over five seasons of sealing, I cannot estimate the
number of young seals that return the first year after birth to be over
30 per cent. of the product, and that were no seals taken for their
skins not over 10 or 12 per cent. would live to the age of five years.
Thus it is seen that the older the class of seals taken for their skins the
smaller the supply from which to take them.
The breeding-rookeries during the breeding-season have a fixed and
permanent character. They begin to fill at the water-line, and fill in
equal numbers in a given space, extending their boundaries no farther
than can be so filled, so that by carefully noting these boundaries from
year to year, an approximate estimate can be made of the ratio of
increase, by the adtlition of the young females maturing annually.
These, as compared with their area in 1870, now show an expansion
equal to 15 per cent. in three years, or an annual increase of 5 per cent.
since the date of the lease. The full-grown males that do not find room
on the breeding-places, gather as near as possible to await for opportunities to supersede the weak and wounded while fighting for the possession of the females. Here the proportion their numbers bear to the
necessities for breeding purposes can be readily estimated, and of this
class for breeding purposes there is a full supply. The classes driven
for their skins during the sealing season are too often disturbed to afford
opportunity for estimating their numbers. But after the sealing is all
done, and the full quota taken for the year, we know what remains as a
future supply. In a few days they settle quietly on their resting-places
and can then be fairly estimated. On Saint Paul Island there is evidence of a steady increase that exceeds the demand to fill the quota for
that island, while on Saint George Island, as before stated, the supply
falls short of the number necessary to furnish large-sized skins. All
other conditions appear to be the same on Saint George as on Saint Paul,
the females annually increasing in numbers, showing it to be only necessary to reduce the number of males taken for their skins, to afl'ord the
necessary complement for breeding purposes. Thus may be summed up
the general condition of the fur-seals at the seal-islands, after three
years' practical application of the present established SJ:stem for their .
management.
The number of breeding-females has increased 15 per cent. while one
hundred thousand males have been taken annually for their skins, and
thrre ·s still left a surplus of males required for breeding purposes.
The general affairs of the natives have been administerEd by chiefs
of their own selection, and in accordance with their former customs, with
only such slight changes as the new conditions required, it being my
policy to accustom them to rely on themselves in .all matters that concern only themselves. Such incidents as seem worthy of note, follow in
their regular sequence. On the departure of the steamer Alexander for
San Francisco September 9, 1872, three families· and seven unmarried •
parties, seventeen persons in all, availed themselves of the privilege
accorded them by the Alaska Commercial Company, of a free passage
on their vessels to and from the islands, to remove, temporarily for the
winter, to Ounalaska, intending to return to Saint Paul again in the
·spring.
H. Ex. 83-7
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With the departure of the steamer ended the sealing, and during· the
months of October, November, and December the natives were employed
in work of grading and building the house erected for the use of the
Treasury agents, and six other houses that were erected for the use of
the natives, by the Alaska Commercial Uompany. In :November, the
weather being sufficiently cold for the purpose, the necessary supply of
seal-flesh and blubber for winter-use of the natives was secured and
preserved by either salting or freezing.
December 20, 1872, in accordance with a regulation adopted by
themselves, the natives made their annual division of the fund derived
from the labor of taking the fur-seal and sea-lion skins, which amounted
to $30,637.97. The same rules are observed as under the former Russian Company, they arranging themsel\es into four classes. Those who
are most expert in skinning seals and otherwise good citizens, constitute
the first class, which contained thirty-four men; those who failed to
come quite up to this standard constitute the second class, twenty-three
men; those more idle and lazy the third class, four men ; while those
sick and working irregularly, together with boys just learning to take
seals, constitute a fourth class, numbering ten men. (It is always
practicable to rise by merit from the lower to the higher classes.) In
this division the second class get 90 per cent. of the .first, the third class
80 per cent., the fourth 70 per cent.; to these is added one first-class
share for the acting priest, and two first-class shares set aside to create
a fund to pay for a new church; in all, seventy-four shares. This gives
as a first-class share, $451.22; second class, 8405.09; third class,
$360.97 ; fourth class, $315.85.
The same rules are observed on Saint George Island in classification,
but a given number of skins are set apart, according to classes, for
which each man is paid for taking.
First class, 17 men, 971 skins, at 40 cents ................... $388 40
Second class, 2 men, 935 skins,·at 40 cents................... 374 00
Third class, 7 men, 821 skins, at 40 cents.............. . . . . . . 328 40
Fourth class, 3 men, 400 skins, at 40 cents.. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 160 00
It will be seen, by comparing the amount of the shares on both
islands, that Saiut George Island has already a larger population
in proportion to the amount of skins taken and money received for
them than Saint Paul's; therefore it will be necessary, on diminishing
the present quota of Saint George, to provide for the removal of a part
of the population to Saint Paul's.
The census taken January 1st, 1873, on Saint Paul's Island, gives the
number of the native inhabitants on the island 218; to these should ue
added the seventeen then absent and properly to be reckoned as belonging to the island, making in all 235, showing a decrease since 1870 of
twelve persons. These are divided as follows: males 114, females 121.
The oldest person was a female, aged 58 years ; she has since deceased,
leaving the oldest native now living 56. There were, during the year
previous, four marriages, ten births, and twelve deaths, the mortality
being greatest among young children, the average life of deceased
being seven years and four months; average length of life of those
now living, twenty-two years and eleven months. lt will be seen that
the severity of the climate is not favorable to longevity. During the
winter and spring following, there has been, up to August 1, two
births and twelve deaths, mostly from consumption.
A school-bouse was fitted up and properly consecrated, and a school
commenced October 2, and continued eight months; but on account of
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a prejudice among the people, who ha,Te a fear that in learning English
their children will forgetftheir Russian, and weaken their attachment to
their church, only seven attended regularly. Under the assiduous care
of the teacher, these made very commendable progress. There were at
the same time three classes taught by natives, two in Russian and one
in Aleut; in all, seventeen scholars attended schools of all kinds.
Assistant Agent Samuel Falconer reports the same c..lifficnlties existing
on the island of Saint George in regard to securing attendance at
school. See copies of his reports inclosed herewith.
The sixty tons of cc)al accepted in lieu of sixty cords of wood for gratuitous distribution was divided according to the population, forty tons
being received at Saint Paul's and twenty tons landed on Saint George.
It was stored until the severity of the weather rendered its use necessary
in December, 1872, when it was distributed by the chiefs in weekly rations, and lasted until :March 1, 1873, after which the supply on hand
by the Alaska Commercial Company for sale lasted until .May.
The store was well supplied with dry goods and provisions of good
quality, and sold at low prices and in such quantities as desired, except
the article of sugar, the sale of which was limited to one-half pound per
person per week; this was necessary to prevent, as much as possible, the
manufacture of quass or native beer, and the drunkenness produced by
its use; and it is believed that during the holidays ver.v little of the
small quantity sold was used for tea, being sa'ired in small parcels until
sufficient bad accumulated to brew into beer.
The ice-pack that completely inclosed the island in February, remained
until May 23, when it broke up and drifted to southwest, rendering it
for the first time possible for a vessel to approach the island. The
steamer Alexander arrived May 28, bringing mails, &c., from San Francisco, having on board the general agent of the Alaska Commercial
Uompany, and a number of employes of the company to carry on the
sealing. The steamer also brought, as passengers from Onalaska, the men
that belong to the island who took passage to that place in September,
187~, to winter there. The steamer also brought two carpenters from
San Francisco to frame and build a church for the natives, the people
of both Saint Paul and Saint George having last year agreed with the
Alaska Commercial Company to furnish the materials and a part of the
labor for this purpose, to pay for which a fund nearly sufficient has been
already accumulated, by setting aside for that object two first-class
shares of the seal fund annually. The materials have since then been
landed on the islands, and the church on Saint Paul has been raised and
boarded, and will be completed before another year; that on Saint George
will be built during the ensuing winter.
The steamer having finished unloading and taken on board the balance of skins left on the island to fill the quota of 1872, again sailed for
Onalaska June 2, to reload at that place with lumber, coal, salt, and
stoves for the use of the islands, she being employed to ply between
that place and the seal-islands until the end of the sealing season.
Immediately after the departure of the steamer, the sealing commenced, and all the natives of the islands worked continuously, Sunday
excepted, until it was finished, July 23. Eight natives from Onalaska
were brought up to assist in unloading vessels and do the other work of
the company while the sealing lasted.
An attempt was made, on June 11, by the general agent of the Alaska
Commercial Company to induce the chiefs to adopt, as a native, to share
in the sealing and its profits, an employe of the company, a Spanish
creole, a native of the Ladrone Islands. This being contrary to the for-
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merly·established law of the Russians, and the principle always kept.
in view in all legislation-that to the natives ot the island belongs
the privilege of doing the labor and receiving tl;te pay-this was not permitted .
. In my report, dated November 10,1871, I had the h0nor to recommend
to the Secretary of the Treasury to ask for an appropriation by Congress for the purchase of lumber and materials to enable the natives of
the seal-islands to build wooden houses for themselves. As the president of the Alaska Commercial Company voluntarfly ·offered to build
those houses. and allow the natives to live in them free of rent, no further action was taken in the matter. There have since been built, on
Saint Paul's island, thirteen such houses, and so disposed of, and three
more will be built this present season. There are now forty-three native families living in thirty-five turf huts. The proposition was made
by the company to build a large number of these houses, the present
year, instead of the church, but the people unanimously desired the
church first. On Saint George there have been built three houses·for the
use of natives, and one more to be built the present season. Arrangements were made with the general agent of the company, before I left
the islands, by which the people will all be comfortably housed during
the coming winter.
A. very large amount of the necessary supplies for the uses of the natives have been stored on the islands for the coming winter. Eighty
tons of coal have been landed on Saint Paul's, but, owing to the pressure
of other matters, the forty tons for the natives have not yet been delivered to the Treasury agent in charge. The twenty tons for Saint George
island have been delivered to the officer in charge, and duly receipted
for.
The Alaska Commercial Company has this year introduced two laborsaving improvements on Saint Paul's Island, of great advantage to the
people. The first, a movable railway-track, placed on the beach, extending into deep water, so that boats come to and discharge their freight
into cars to be hauled on shore. This saves the men from the necessity
of wading through the water to land coal, salt, and other heavy articles
on their shoulders, as formerly. The other is the introduction of a
horse and mules to haul the skins from the killing-ground to the salthouses while sealing, instead of the men bringing them on their shoulders. 'fhis improvement alone reduces ~he labor of taking the skins
fully twenty-five per cent., and is tlJe principal reason of the work being
done so much earlier this year than before.
It will be seen by the foregoing report that all the conditions of the
lease have been fulfilled by the Alaska Commercial Company in a broad
and generous spirit that entitles them to very high commendation.
I inclose herewith copies of the reports of Samuel Falconer, assistant Treasury agent, in charge Saint George Island, and at the same time
desire to express in the strongest manner my appreciation for the able
manner in which he has administered the affairs of that island since the
date of his taking charge, November 9, 1870.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,
T reasury Agent for Seal-Islands.
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

The seal-skins being all cured and shipped on board the steamer Alexander, she sailed for San Francisco, September 9, to touch at Saint
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George and take on board the remainder of the quota of that island;
the general agent of the Alaska Commercial Company and employes,
except the winter force of three men, returning to San Francisco; also as
passengers, myself and family, and Assistant Agent H. W. Elliott and
family; Samuel Falconer, esq., assistant Treasury agent, remaining ~n
charge of Saint George Island, acting under the following instructions :
TREASURY ...:\GENT'S OFFICE,
SAINT PAUL'S ISLAND, A. T.,
April 24, 1872.
SIR: You are hereb.v assigned for duty and placed in charge of Saint
George Island. It will be your duty to see that the laws of the United
States concerning the taking of fur-seals under the lease with the Alaska Commercial Oompany are observed; that the natives are protected
in all their rights, and, in general, it will be your duty to perform all
those acts which shall be for the interest of the United States, and the
comfort and improvement of the natiYes of the island.
You are herewith furnished with a biank book to keep a record of the
following objects, said book to be kept on the island for future reference.
It will also be your duty to see that when seals are driven for their
skins that they are taken from all the different rookeries or families in such
proportion as' the size of the rookery bears to the whole number on the
island; to keep a list of the number of seals killed, time of driving,
and place from whence driven, with, as near as may be, the loss from
overheating- while driving or otherwise; to g1v-e special attention to the
condition of the breeding-rookeries, as to their increase or otherwise,
from year to year, adding any observation pertinent to the object of
their increased development that may suggest itself, and report the
facts to me in detail as often as practicable; and, in addition, you are
requested to give attention to the following items of observation and
inquiry:
1st. To prepare a list which will give the full name, sex, age, and condition, whether married or single or widowed, of every man, woman,
and child now living on the island.
2d. To prepare a list which will sho"· the number of families and
names of members li·dng on the island.
3d. Keep an accurate recQrd of marriages, births, and deaths, and
the cause of their death, as they occur.
4th. Keep an accurate record of changes and remO\""als, arrivals of
the natives to and from the island.
5th. Keep a daily journal of the weather, together with any observations or remarks that are likely to be of future use to the general interests of the island.
Assistant Agent Francis Lessen, a copy of whose instructions is herewith transmitted to you, will report to you to assist in the performance
of these duties.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in cha1·ge Seal-Islands.
SA:\IUEL FALCONER, Esq.,
A.ssistant '1'reasu1·y Agent.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,
Saint Pwul's Island, Alaska Territory, Ap1·il 24, 1872.
SIR: Should Bishop John: of Sitka, wish to place a curate on the island
Df Saint George, to minister to the spiritual wants of the people, you
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will permit him to do so, understanding him to confine himself strictly
to his parochial duties.
Respectfully, yours,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury .A.gent in charge Seal-Island.
SA1IUEL FALCONER,
Assistant Treasury Agent, Saint Geo'rge's Island.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,
Saint Paul's Islancl, Alaska, August 1, 1873.
SIR : You are hereby instructed that in all cases where skins are
shipped from Saint George's Island, on the vessels oftheAJaskaCommercial Company bound direct to San Brancisco, without affording opportunity to communicate with this office, to give a certificate for the number so
shipped to the master of said vessel on which the skins are so shipped,
also forwarding two copies of the same to the Secretary of the Treasury
and the collector of customs for San Francisco, one of these copies to be
forwarded by the \essel taking the skins, and the duplicate copies
should be sent the next opportunity occurring after, and report the same
at this office the earliest opportunity.
You are further instructed not to permit any person or persons other
than natives of the seal-island, or directly in the employ of the Alaska
Commercial Company, to reside on Saint George's Island, without written
permission from the Secretary of the Treasury.
OHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in charge Seal-Islands.
SA1IUEL FALCONER,
Assistant Agent in charge Saint George's Island.
This last was necessary, as in some cases the vessels touch at Saint
George's after leaving Raint Paul's on their way to San Franc1sco.
The island of Saint Paul is left in charge of Francis Lessen, esq., assistant Treasury agent, with instructions, of which the following is a
copy:
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,
SAINT PAUL's IsLAND, A. T.,
August 7th, 1873.
SIR: You are hereby placed temporarily in charge of the island of
Saint Paul, where it will be your duty to maintain the laws of the
United States relating to the protection and preservation of the furseals; the conditions of the lease with the .Alaska Commercial Company,
and the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury under said lease
for the taking of the same.
It will be your duty to see that 110 seals are killed, except under the
directions of the chiefs, for the purpose, and as provided in section first
of the act entitled "An act to prevent the extermination of the furbearing animals in Alaska," approved July 1st, 1870.
You are further instructed not to permit any person or persons other
than natives of the seal-islands, or directly in the employ of the Alaska
Commercial Company, to land or reside on Saint Paul's, except by written permission of the Secretary of the Treasury.
However, should a curate of the Russian Orthodox Church, furnished
with proper testimonials from Bishop .John, of Sitka, wish to land and
reside on the island to administer to the spiritual wants of the people,.
you are hereby authorized to permit him to do so, with the understand-
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ing, however, that in all civil matters he will be subject to the laws
of the United States, and the reg·ulatioflS of the Secretary of the Treasury which may be made in pursuance thereof.
CHARLES BRYANT.
Treasury Agent in cha/rge Seal-Is(ands.
FRANCIS LESSEN, Esq.,
Assistant Treasury Agent Saint Paul's Islancl.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYA:XT,
Treasw·y Agent for Seal-Islands.
Hou. W. A. RICH.A.RDSO~,
Secretary Treasury.

No. 99.
WASHINGTON, D. C., October 31, 1873.
SIR: Three points connected with the general interests of the Government upon the Prybiloo gronp of seal-islands seem to call for your
immediate personal consideration, and as such I take them from my general report and present them in this special communication to yourself:

1st. The annual waste of sea.l-oil.

Upon the Prybiloo Islands one hundred thousand seals are annually
slaughtered and the blubber suffered to rot and waste away upon the
killing-grounds, owing to the tax now levied by law upon every gallon
of seal-oil that may be made and exported to home ports.
In this way over forty thousand gallons of excellent oil are annually
lost to the aggregate of national wealth. As the matter now stap.ds no
party can profitably render this seal-blubber into oil and transport it
twenty-five hundred miles to San Francisco for market, and enter into
successful competition there with the makers of lard, rape-seed, and
other oils, who have no such impost to support.
I would, therefore, respectfully suggest that as this waste of seal-oil
on the Prybiloo Islands is a public loss, the tax now levied by law upon
its shipment from the islands to horne ports be abolished.
2d. lVith regard to the inhabitants of the Prybiloo Islands, who are the
"nat-it'es" as specified in the law of the lease.

This is a matter of great importance to these people, and to prevent
confusion and illegal action in the future, I earnestly urge upon you the
propriety of settling this que8tion beyond any possibility of evasion or
misapprehension, for as the case now stands it is not clear or explicit as
to what class of the classes of people now living upon the islands are
the ''natives," who are by law guaranteed, as they should be, the sole
right of independent residence on the islands and participation in the
sealing labor and reward.
The people now living upon the islands may be divided into three
classes, viz :
First. The natives, properly speaking, or those who have been born
and raised upon these islands.
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Second. The peopl_e who are lidng there but not born at the time of
the transfer of the territory.
Third . The people who were living and working upon the Pry~iloo
Islands at the time of the granting of the present lease.
If you decide exclusively in favor of the first class, you will deprive
three-fourths of the present population of the right to live and labor
upon the islands.
If you decide exclusively in fa¥or of the first and second classes, you
will deprive six Kodiak and Aleutian families of the right to live and
labor. there, a loss which the people could not well snstain, as their working gang for the sealing business is none too large now, and many days,
during the press of the best driving and killing season in June and July,
they are short-handed.
But if you decide in favor of the.third class also, and exclusively, you
wih settle the matter in the most satisfactory manner with regard to the
wishes of the people themselves. Accurate records of the people living
upon the islands at the time of the granting of the lease can be found
in the church registers on both islands. A copy of the one on Saint Paul
I embody in my report, and the record with regard to Saint George was
in the custody of Father Shaiesneekoff, of Ounalaslya, who was absent
on the occasion of my being there, August, 1873.
3d. The b1·elcing of beer m· "quass" 'upon the Prybiloo Islands.
The existing law, which prohibits the importation, making, or \end
ing of spirituous or fermented liquors in the Territory, is an excellent
one, but natives can evade it almost e¥erywhere, and do so by brewing
a species of beer from sugar, rice, flour, &c., &c., with which they become intoxicated; but upon the seal-islands this law can be thoroughly
enforced, and it should be done rigidly, with honest regard for the best
interests of the people there, who, had they the opportunity, would be
in a chronic condition of drunken debauchery. This is natural only on
their ·part, for most of their time is passed in iuleness, owing to their
position and the character of service they are called upon to render,
which engages them over two working-months in the year.
· Tile Government agent upon these islands can quietly and effectually
abate this existing nuisance of beer intoxication by marking the offending persons, and instructing, or rather authorizing the company's agent
to discontinue tlle selling of sugar, hops, &c., to the parties who abuse
the privilege of purchasing them, and this agent of the Alaska Commercial Company will cheerfully do so.
As matters now stand, the law is simply notlling iu regard to pre,·enting the great evil of intoxication among these·simple people, carried out
as it has been by the Treasury agent in charge of the islands during tile
season of my residence there in 1872-'73.
The physicians on the two islands should alone haYe the dispensation
of liquor, and they should be well supplied with it for medicinal use
only; but to all others living or visiting on the Prybiloo Islands the
law should be patent and real.
I have the honor to be, Yery respectfully, your obedifmt servant,
HENRY \Y. ELLIOTT,
Special agent Treasu,ry Department.
lion. W:;\I. A. RICHARDSON,
S ecretar·y of the Treasury.
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No. 100.
TREASURY .DEPAR'l'MENT,

Washington, D. C., October 14, 1873.
SIR: I am in receipt of a letter dated the 19th ultimo, from the collector of customs at Sitka, Alaska, in which he states that he is ad vised
that the Attorney-General has decided that the introduction of spirituous liquors into the Indian country is exclusively under the control of
the vVar Department, and that the deputy internal-revenue collector for
that district has confirmed this statement. Under this state of facts,
he is apprehensh·e that the military authorities stationed there may
attempt to exercise jurisdiction in the premises.
Re~pectfully reftlrring to the fourth section of the act of July 27, 1868,
in regard to the Territory of Alask , I vi'ill thank you to inform this
Department whether you consil~er the Territory of Alaska as embraced
\Vithin the term "Indian country," and whether your Department claims
to exercise control oYer the introduction of spirituous liquors into that
Territory.
The Department takes this precaution before communicating with
the collector of customs in the premises.
I haYe the honor to be, T"ery respectfully,
\Yl\1. A.

RICHARDSO~,

Secreta1'y of the Treasury.

Ron. \V. W. BELKNAP,
Secreta-ry of TVar.

No. 101.
.

FAIRHAVEN, .MASS.,

December 4, 18i3.

SIR: I haT"e the honor to inform you that the Alaska Commercial

Company's schooner, V\Tilliam Sutton, touched at the seal-islands,
Alaska, on the 4th of October last, for the purpose of taking to San
Francisco l\Iessrs. :Mossman and Davidson, of that place, two carpen-.
ters, who had been employed in building the native church.
By this mail I received a brief report from Francis Tesseu, esq.~ district treasury agent in charge of Saint Paul's island, containing information of the condition of that i 'land two months later than I left,
August 9, of which the following is a copy:
TREASURY A GENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul's Island, Alaska, October 4, 1873.
SIR: I haYe the honor to submit to you a short report on the condition of this island. Since your departure, August 9, I ha'>e, accord·
ing to your instructions, examined the near rookeries frequently, and
on three occasions Mr. Adams, myself, and Bootrim, the chief, went in a
whale-boat around the island to the west and northeast point rookeries.
I find our opinions on the unusual quantity of young seals, (pups,) and
the good condition of the rookeries, all agree.
In regard to the health and comfort of the inhabitants, I have much
pleasure to state that the management of the company's officers under
Mr. Adams, agent for the Alaska Commercial Company of this island,
although short as yet, has proven to me sufficiently that he intends
and does as much to improve their condition as circumstances do permit.
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.August 15th a division was made among the inhabitants of the earnings of this year's sealing, which amounted to $29,67±.60, awl was di vi<.le(l
by the chief, in my presence, as follows:
38 first-class shares at 100 per cent., $435.11 per share.
20 second-class shares at 90 per cent., $391.59 per share.
10 third-class shares at 80 per cent., $348.08 per share.
6 fourth-class shares at 70 per cent., $304.57 per share.
On the arrival of the company's schooner, William Sutton, October
4, I have received from the Alaska Commercial Company, on account
of the Go\ernment, for distribution among the inhabitants of this.
island, 27 barrels salted and 8,000 pounds dried fish; also, 40 tons of
coal, as provided for in the lease.
The school for the education of the children was opened on the first
of October, under the managemen.t of Mrs. Fish as teacher.
FRANCIS TESSEN,
Assistant Treasury Agent.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent for Seal Islands.
In my report of September 30, I stated that previously to leaving
the island, August 9, arrangements bad been made to secure the·
comfort of the natives during the ensuing winter. From private correspondence I learn that these have all been fully carried out, and that
they are now all comfortably housed.
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent for Sectl Islands.
Hon. W:JI. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary of the Trectsury.

No.102.
WASHINGTON, D. C., January 15, 1874.
SIR: In relation to the value of seal-oil, and the cost of taking it, I
beg to submit the following for your consideration:
The number of gallons that may be taken annually at the islands of
Saint Paul and Saint George has been variously estimated at from
twenty to forty thousand; and the cost of taking and delivering it in
San l!.,rancisco will average thirty cents per gallon.
The market-value of seal-oil in San Francisco ranges from thirty-five
to forty-five cents per gallon. The highest price we have received for
it was fifty-six cents in Boston, for a small lot shipped around Cape
Horn, less cost of commissions and other expenses.
The Alaska Commercial Company would be glad to take the oil, if it
could be done at a small profit or without loss, as it would save property that is now wasted, and gh'·e additional employment and compensation to the natives.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. l\f. HUTCHINSON, .
For A las lea Com. Go.
Hon. W. A. RICHARDSO~,
Secretary of the Treasury.
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No. 103.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT.
TVashington, D. 0., J an~tary 19, l87 4.
SIR: l iuclose herewith a communication, dated the 15th instant
from 1\Ir. H. M. Hutchinson, in behalf of the .Alaska Commercial Company, requesting that said company be relieved from that clause of the
lease of the United States to them of the right to take fur-seals in
.Alaska, which provides that they shall pay fifty-five cents per gallon
for each gallon of oil obtained from said seals, &c.
In view of the statements presented and from various sources of information, this Department sees no good reason why said tax should
not be removed in whole or in part, if (with the consent of the lessees)
the requisite power lies in the Secretary of the Treasury to do so, without invalidating the lease in other respects, reference being bad to said
lease, a copy of which is inclosed, as also to the act entitled ".An act
to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in .Alaska," approv:ed July 1, 1870, in pursuance of which said lease was made .
.An expression of your views upon the legal question raised in the
premises, with return of the two inclosures, is respectfully requested.
I am, very respectfully,
Wl\I. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
E. C. BANFIELD, Esq.,
Solicitor of the Treasury, Depart?nent of Jztstice.
No. 104.
DEP.ARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
OFFICE OF SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY,
Washington, D. 0., February 4, 1874.
SIR: In reply to your letter of the 19th ultimo, inquiring whether or
not the Alaska Commercial Company can be relieved from that clause ot
the lease of the United States to them which provides that they shall
pay fifty-five cents per gallon for each gallon of oil obtained from seals,
I have the honor to say that as the clause referred to was not one of
the conditions of the lease specifically prescribed by Congress, but was
imposed by the Secretary of the Treasury himself, I am of opinion that
he may waive the collection of the tax referred to in whole or in part,
for such time as he may see fit.
The inclosures are herewith returned.
I am, very respectfully,
E. C. BANFIELD,
Solicitor of the Treasury.
Hon. WilL A. RICHARDSON,
SeC'i·etary of the Treasury.
No. 105.
WASHINGTON, February 15, !874..
BIR : In reply to your verbal inquiries in regard to obtaining a reve-nue from the oil of the fur-seals killed annually at the fur-seal islands
in Alaska, I beg leave to submit the following statement:
During the season of 1871, about six thousand gallons of oil was ren-
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dered at the island of Saint Paul, at a cost of twenty-five cents per gallon, allowing six cents per gallon to the native for skinning and delivering the blubber at the place of rendering. But as the addition of the
present tax of fifty-five cents per gallon would make it cost, on shipping, eighty cents per gallon, while its market-value being less than
fifty cents, would involve such positive loss, that it was kept and stored
on the island, and now remains there, and no more of the oil has since
been saved.
In my opinion no revenue can be obtained from taxing the oil, and as
the parties most to be benefited by the saving of the oil are the natives
of the islands, I would therefore most respectfully suggest the present
tax of fifty-five cents per gallon be removed, and in its place a regulation be established fixing a stipulated sum, say six cents per gallon, be
paid the native~ for skinning and of delivering the blubber to the agent
of the Alaska Commercial Company, not required by the natives for
their own uses on the island. This would still leave a margin sufficient
to pay the cost of rendering and shipping. In this way about fifty
thousand gallons of oil may be obtained annually The proceeds of this
would thus enable the natives to buy wood or coal for warming their
houses in winter, said blubber being wholly unfitted for this purpose,
and the sixty tons of coal provided for general distribution by the condition of the lease, insufficient for a full winter supply.
I have the honor to remain,
. CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasut·y Agent for Seal-Islands.
Hon. WJ.\I. A. RICHARESON.
Secretary Treasury.
No. 106.
TREASURY DEPART)-1ENT,

Washington, D. 0., Februa1·y 16, 187 4.
SIR: Referring to your letter of the 15th ultimo, relative to the taking of seal-oil on the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George by the
Alaska Commercial Company, upon which oil a tax of fifty-five cents
per gallon was agreed to be paid by the lease entered into oetween the
United States and said company, I have to say that upon due consideration, I have decided to waive the collection of tax upon such seal-oil
as may be taken by said company and shipped from said islands; such·
waiver to stand in full force until otherwise ordered by the Department.
I am, very respectfully,
WnL A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
H. l\L HUTCHINSON, Esq.,
Of Alaskt£ Commercial Company, Washington, D. C.

No. 107.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., March 13, 187 4.
SIR: Ou the 16th ultimo, the Department addressed to you a letter in
which you were informed that the collection of the tax of 55 cents per
gallon on seal-oil obtained by the Alaska Commercial Company on the
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islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, which was agreed to be paid by
the lease entered into between the United States and said company,
would be waived until otherwise ordered by the Department.
Since then, upon the representation of Special Agent Bryant, in charge
of said islands, the Department has further considered the matter, and
has decided that the natives of the islands should be compensated for
their time and labor in skinning and delivering the blubber of the seals
at the place of rendering the oil, and that a fair rate of compensation
for such sen· ices would be ten cents per gallon for each gallon of oii
taken.
In view of the above, the Department has this day instructed Special
Agent Bryant to cause such fee of ten cents per gallon to be collected
on the shipment of seal-oil from those islands, the proceeds to be devoted and applied by him to the general welfare of the natives performing- such services.
The Department, however, reserves the right to rescind or modify
this order at any time whenever, in its opinion, it may be for the benefit
of the natives or the Government to do so.
I am, very respectfully,
Wl\1. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary..
A. M. HUTCHINSON,
Of Ala,ska ComrneTC'ial Company, Washington, D.

0~

No. 108.
TREASURY DEPARTl\ffiNT 1

Washington, D. C., March 13, 1874.
SIR: Referring to your letter of the 19th ultimo, in relation to the
seal-oil obtained on the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George,. in
Alaska, by the Alaska Commercial Company, I have to say that the
Department, after due consideration, has decided that such company
shall pay, as compensation to the natives of the islands for their time
and labor in skinning and delivering the blubber of the seals at the
place of rendering the oil, ten cents for each gallon of oil taken. Mr.
Hutchinsob, of said company,has been this day duly informed of such decision, and has also been informed that such fee or tax will be collected
under your supervision, and will be devoted and applied by you to the
general welfare of the natives of the islands performing such services.
You will, therefore, be governed accordingly.
The Depart ment, however, reserves the right to rescind or modify
this order at any time, whenever in its opinion it may be for the benefit
of the Government or the natives to do so, and said company has been
advised accordingly.
I am, very respectfully,
W~I A. RICHARDSON,
SecTetaTy.
OHAS. BRYANT, Esq.,
Speciltl Agent TreasuTy Departm ent~
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No. 109.
WASHINGTON, JJlarch 18, 1874.
SIR: I hereby acknowledge the receipt of Department letter dated
~larch 15, marked "H. B. J." in upper left-hand corner, containing instructions concerning the taking of seal-oil on the seal-islands.
As the carrying-out of these instructions involves the necessity of
ascertaining the number of gallons shipped, I would hoceby most respectfully request that I be allowed two gauging-rods, Ol).e for Saint
Paul's and one for Saint George's Island.
Very respectfully, I remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in charge of Seal-Islands.
Hon. "WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary of the Treasurv.
No. 110.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., lJJarch 20, 1874.
SIR: I{espectfully referring to the letter of the Department addressed
to you under date of the 13th instant, informing you of its decision in
regard to the compensation that should be paid to the natives on the
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George for the taking and rendering of
seal-oil, I have to say that the instructions given to the special agent on
the ·13th instant have this day been modified so as to require that the
compensation due the natives for their services in taking and ·r endering
the oil shall be paid to them directly, and not to the Government agent,
and that the ten cents per gallon shall be for all labor performed in
taking the oil and delivering it to the \essel.
I am, very respectfully,
".,._M. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
H. M. HuTCHINSoN, Esq.,
Of Alaska Commercial Company, Washington, D. C.

11

No. 111.
TREASURY DEPART:n-1EN1',
Washington, D. C., JJ[arch 20, 1874.
SIR: Respectfully referring to the letter of the Department addressed
to you under date of the 13th instant, making regulations concerning
the taking of seal -oil by the Alaska Commercial Company, on the
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, I have to say that said instructions are hereby modified so as to require that the ten cents per gallon
shall be paid directly to the natives performing the labor, and that such
compensation shall be for all services in taking the oil and delivering it
to the vessel.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
CHARLES BRYANT, Esq.,
Special .Agent United State~ Treasury Department,
San Francisco, Cal.
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No.112.
WASHINGTON, D. C., Ma1·ch 2], 1874.
SIR: Tlie Alaska Commercial Company begs leave to acknowledge
the receipt of your communications of February 16, .1\iarch 13, and
March 20, respectively, in relation to the tax on seal-oil to be paid by
this company, in compliance with the terms of its lease from the United
States, dated August 3, 1870.
In reply, this company respectfully informs the Secretary of the
Treasury that it concurs in his opinion as to the right of the Government to reduce the amount of said tax, on the ground that the said tax
is imposed by a regulation of the Treasury Department, and not by act
of Congress; and that it is, in no sense, a modification of the terms of
said lease in a material part thereof; and, as such, is respectfully accepted and concurred in by this company.
The Alaska Commercial Company further begs leave to respectfully
inform the Secretary of the Treasury, that the acceptance of said modifications is not to be construed as a waiver of any ef its rights under
said lease, or to be regarded as any admission of the right of the United
States to vary the form or terms of the said lease without the consent
of said company.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen,.ant,
H. J\1. HUTOHINSO:N,
For Alaska Commercial Company.
Hon. \V. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary of the Treasw·y.
No. 113.
TREASURY DEP.ART:.vrENT,
Washington, D. C., ~March 24, 187 4.
SIR: I am in. receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, acknowledgingthe receipt of Department communications of February 16, .March 13
and 20, respectively, in relation to tax on seal-oil, to be paid by the
Alaska Commercial Company, in compliance with the terms of its lease
from the United States, dated August 3, 1870, and I have to say that
your understanding of the terms under which the waiver of tax on said
oil was made, is correct; that is, it is in no sense nor in any manner a
modification of the terms of said lease, and that the Government reserves the right to enforce fully the provisions of said lease at any time
it may see :fit so to do.
I am, very respectfully,
\VM. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
H. 1\L HUTCHINSON, Esq.,
Of Alaska Commercial Company, Wash-ington, D. C.

No. 114.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., March 25, 1874.
SIR: In accordance with the authority contained in the act approved
ltiarch 24, 187 4, conferring discretion upon this Department to regulate
the number of seals which may be killed on the islands of Saint Paul
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and Saint George, Alaska, and to regulate the period in each year during which such seals may be taken, I inclose herewith an agreement, in
addition to the lease between the United States and the Alaska Commercial Company, executed by me on the part of this Department, and
which is intended for execution in duplicate by the proper officers of the
Alaska Commercial Company, under the seal of that company.
Upon the execution of this contract by the said officer, and upon the
sureties to the bond, residing in San Francisco, signing the agreement
indorsed upon this contract, you will deliver to such officer of said company one of these copies, and return the other to the Department.
You will also, upon the execution of such document, deliver to Captain
Charles Bryant, special agent, the inclosed instructions to him, prepared
in accordance with the law ~nd said agreement.
I am, very respectfully,
Wl\f. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
T. B. SHANNON, Esq.,
Oollecto'r, San Francisco~ Cal.

Whereas, by a certain indenture made August third, eighteen hundred and seventy, between William A. Richardson, then acting Secretary of the Treasury, and the Alaska Commercial Company, a corporation duly established under the laws of the State of California, it was
covenanted and agreed as follows, to wit:
"And the said lessees further covenant and agree not to kill upon
said island of Saint Paul more than seventy-five thousand fur-seals, and
upon the island of Saint George not more than twenty-five thousand furseals per annum ; not to kill any fur-seal upon the islands aforesaid in
any other month except the months of June, July, September, and October of each year; not to kill such seals at any time by the use of
:fire-arms or other means tending to drive the seals from. said islands ;
not to kill any female seal, or any seal less than one year old ; not to
kill any seal in the waters adjacent to said islands, or on the beaches,
.
cliffs, or rocks where they haul up from the sea to remain."
Now this indenture, made this twenty-fifth day of March, eig1:tteen
hundred and seventy-four, by and between William A. Richardson, Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance of an act of Congress approved
March 24, 187 4, and entitled "An act to amend an act to prevent the
extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska, approved July :first,
eighteen hundred and seventy," and the said Alaska Commercial Company, lessees in said indenture of August third, eighteen hundred and
seventy, acting by John F. Miller, its president and agent, in accordance with a resolution of said corporation, duly adopted at a meeting of
its board of trustees held January 31, A. D. 1870, witnesseth that the
parties hereto do hereby mutually agree to rescind and annul, from and
after the ratification hereof, the within-recited covenant in said inden
ture of . .1\.ugust
.
third, eighteen hundred and seVfmty, and in place thereof
the said Alaska Commercial Company, lessees as aforesaid, do hereby
covenant and agree not to kill upon the island of Saint Paul more than
ninety thousand fur-seals, and upon the island of Saint George not more
than ten thousand fur-seals, per annum; not to kill any fur-seal upon
the islands aforesaid in any other month except the months of June,
July, August, (from the first to the fif~eenth of said month,) September,
and October of each year; not to kill such seals at any time by the US((
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of fire-arms or other means tending to drive the seals from said islands;
not to kill any female seal, or any seal less than one year old ; not to
kill any seal in the waters adjacent to said islands, or on the beaches,
cliffs, or rocks where they haul up from the sea to remain .
. And the said parties hereto, by virtue of the act of Congress herein
referred to, hereby agree that the covenant set forth in said indenture of
August 3, 1870, and herein recited, shall, from and after the ratification
of this indenture, be revoked and rescinded, and the covenant hereby
entered into shall be and remain in force as the covenalllt of the parties
hereto in this regard, from and after the ratification hereof, during the
remainder of said lease of August third, eighteen hundred and seventy ..
In witness whereof the said parties have hereto set their hands and
seals, the day and year above Wl'itten.
[L. s.]
WILLIAM A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary of the 'l'reasury.
(L. s.]
LEWIS GERSTLE,
Vice-Pres·ident, Acting President Alaska Oom·rnercial Company.
We, the obligors iri. a certain bond, dated August 3, 1870, given in
accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress approved July 1,
1870, entitled "An act to prevent the extermination of fu1·-bearing
animals in Alaska," hereby consent to the within change made in a
lease given by the Secretary of the Treasury to the Alaska Commercial
Company under said act, dated August3, 1870, and agree that said change
shall not discharge us from any liability under said bond.
Witness our hands and seals this twenty-fifth day of March, eighteen
hundred and seventy-four.
JOHN PARROTT.
· LEWIS GERSTLE.

No.115.
J\1ARCH 26, 1874.
SIR: In accordance with the act approved l\Iarch 24, 187 4, I have, on
behalf of the Department, executed an agreement with the Alaska Commercial Company, whereby that company may be permitted to take,
during the coming· season, on the island of Saint Paul, seals to the number
of 90,000, and on the island of Saint George seals to the number of
10,000, the total number to be taken on both islands not to exceed
100,000.
You will also observe that, by the terms of said agreement, a copy of
which is herewith inclosed for your information, the company have been
granted from the 1st to the 15th of August, in which to take seals, in
addition to the time specified in the lease.
The regulations heretofore in force governing your action in the
premises will be observed with the changes indicated herein.
I have also to call your attention to the fact that Mr. H. M. Hutchinson, of the Alaska Commercial Company, has stated to the Department
that some of the natives of said islands are in the habit of brewing quass
from sugar, and thereby producing au intoxicating liquor, which is distributed among them.
If any such cases come within your knowledge, or you have reason
to believe that any special natives are indulging in such practice, you
will be careful to see tllat it is broken up, and that supplies to them of
H. Ex. 83--8
.

•
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sugar and other articles from which snch qnass can be brewed, are
furnished in such limited quantities as to pre\ent a repetition of the
practice.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary.
()apt. CHARLES BRYANT,
Special Agent United States Treas1wy Department,
San Francisco, Cal.

No. 116.
OUSTOM:-HOUSE, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,
Collector's O.tfice, April16, 1874.
SIR: I ha,-e the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
25th ultimo, relath-e to the act approved .1r'Iarch 24, 1874, conferring
discretion on the Department to regulate the number of seals which may
be killed on the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, &c., inclosing
an agreement which I am directed to llave executed in duplicate by
the proper officer of the Alaska Commercial Company, after which to
deliver one copy to the company and return the other to the Depart went.
The agreement having been executed as directell, and all the sureties
to the bond residing in San Francisco having signed the agreement
indorsed on the contract, one copy has been deliv-ered to the proper
officer of the Alaska Commercial Company and the other is inclosed
herewith. I have also delivered to Capt. Charles Bryant the instructions
inclosed in your letter.
I am, very respectfully,
T. D. SHANNON,
Collecto1·.
Hon. W. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretary Treas'ury.

No. 117.

TREA::iURY DEP ART:J\IENT;
Washington, D. C., JJfay 4, 1874.
SIR: In pursuance of the act of Congress entitled "An aet to enable
the Secretary of the Treasury to gather autllentic information as to
the condition and importance of the fur-trade in the Territory of Alaska,"
approved April 22, 1874, and under which you are appointed, you are
hereby instructed to enter at once upon the duties required of you by
the provisions of that act, a copy of which · you will find inclosed for
your official information and guidance.
.
You will therefore proceed to Port Townsend, Washington Territory,
where you will join the United States revenue-cutter Reliance, Captain
Baker in command, by June 1 proximo, that \essel having been designated to perform the service of conveying you and Lieut. Washburn
Maynard, United States Navy, or such other officer as may be detailed
by the Secretary of tbe Navy in the performance of the duties required
by ~flirl act, to such places as it ma.y be necessary and important for you
to visit.
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The natnre of the instructions to Captain Baker you "ill :find in a
communication addressed to yon of even date, which will be forwarded
to JOU for your information.
·
You will observe that you are required to Yisit the various trading
stations and Indian villages in the Territvry of Alaska, the seal- islands,
and the large islands to the north of them in Behring Sea, for the purpose of collecting and reporting to the Secretary of the Treasury all
possible authentic information upon the present condition of the sealfisheries of Alaska; the haunts and hal>its of the seal, and the preservation and extension of the fisheries as a source of revenue to the United
States, together with like information respecting the fur- bearing animals
generally, the statistics of the fur-trade, and thA conditi_on of the people
or natives, especially those upon whom the successful prosecution of
the fisheries and fur-trade is dependent.
lt may be found impracticable to visit all the various trarling-stations and Indian villages in the Territory of Alaska, but you should
visit such of them as may be found at all important in collecting '~all possible and authentic information" on the subject mentioned in the act.
Although not specially required by act to inquire and report whether
the contracts as to the seal-fisheries have been complied with by the
persons or compan_y now in possession, and whether ~-;aid contracts can
be safely extended, you are instructed to carefully examine those subjects and report upon them distinctly aml separately from your general
report to the Department..
It having been officially reported to this Department by the collector
of customs at Port Townsend, from Nee-ah Bay, that British vessels
from Victoria cross over into American waters and engage in taking
fur-seals, (which he represents are annually becoming more numerous
on onr immediate coast,) to the great injury of our sealers, both white
and Indian, ·you will give such proper attention to the examination of
the subject as its importance may seem to you, after careful inquiries,
to demand, and with a view· to a report to the Department of all facts
-ascertained.
In carrying out these instructions the Department relies upon your
intelligence and experience to collect such authentic aud reliable information as may prove of sen·ice to the Goverament in its future management of the interests involved; and while no limit is placed upon
your expenses, they should be such only as may be actually necessary,
keeping in view the important object of your mission.
Upou the completion of your investigations you will report in person
at tbis Department, and prepare your reports, which it is uesirable
should be completed before the preparation of the next annual report of
the Secretary of the Treasury, and before the meeting of Congress in
December next.
Very respectfully,
F. A. SAWYER,
Acting Secretary.
HENRY vV. ELLIO_TT, Esq.,
Special Agent, Clevelan'7, Oh~o.

TREASURY DEPAR'l'l\IENT,

lVashington, D. C., 1'J1.ay 4, 187 4.
SIR: I acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 24th
ultimo, requesting, in order that you may the more thoroughly carry
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out the intent and purpose of act of Congress approved April 22,
1874, providing for an investigation into the condition and importance
of the fur-trade in the Territory of Alaska, &c., that this Department
issue such orders as will secure for you and the naval officer who is to
accompany you, conveyance to those islands and points in Behring Sea
anrl on the coast of Alaska which you may desire to visit.
In reply, you are informed that Capt. J. G. Baker, United States
revenue marine, commanding the revenue-cutter Reliance, now at Port
Townsend, Wash., has this day been authorized to afford yourself and
the naval officer conveyance on board his vessel to such points in the
region named as you may desire to visit in your official capacity, as the
discharge of the regular duties of the vessel as prescribed by law and
the regulations of the service will permit, and has been instructed to
prepare for an extended cruise, and be ready to start by June 1st next.
It is expected, however, that you and the naval officer referred to
will furnish your own subsistence while on board the Reliance, but it
has been suggested to Captain Baker that it might be for the interest of
all concerned to allow you to mess with the officers of the vessel.
I am, very respectfully,
F. A. SAWYER,
Acting /Secretary.
HENRY vY. ELLIOTT, Esq.,
Special Agent Treasury, Washington, D. G.

No. 118.
TREASURY DEP AR'l':MENT, .

Washington, D. G., May 7, 187 4.
SIR: Respectfully referring to the letter of this Department addressed
to you, under date of 5th instant, inclosing a copy of orders issued by
this Department to special agent H. W. Elliott, who bas been appointed,
under the act approved April 22, 1874, to investigate the seal-fishery
business, I inclose herewith, for your further information, copies of additional correspondence of this Department upon the subject.
It is respectfully suggested that Lieutenant Maynard, who has been
detailed by you to accompany Mr. Elliott, confine his attention more especially to the duties required of him under the last clause of the act,
and for that purpose that he remain at the seal-islands, leaving Special
Agent Elliott to proceed elsewhere; and that, if circumstances shall not
indicate to the contrary, he return to San Francisco on the steamer
Alexander, which leaves the seal-islands in the fall with the skins of
the summer's catch.
It is also suggested that the report of Lieutenant Maynard be made
direct to your Department, so that the investigation to be made by him
and by Special Agent Elliott may be as separate and independent as
possible.
·
I am, very respectfully,
F. A. SAWYER,
Acting Secretctry.
Ron. G. 1\L RoBESON,
Secretary of. the Nat,y, Traskington, D. G.

117

ALASKA.

No.119.
TREASURY DEPART:MENT,

Washington, D. 0., it-lay 7, 187 4.
SIR: I inclose herewith a copy of an act approved April 22, 1874,
entitled " An act to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to gather
authentic information as to the condition and importance of the fur-trade
in the Territorv of Alaska."
Mr. H. W. E'lliott has been appointed special agent, under the authority contained in this act, and the Secretary of the Navy has detailed
Lieut. Washburn Maynard to go in conn3ction with him, and to inquir<e
into the relations of the Alaska Commercial Company with the Government, and whether the contracts as to the seal-fisheries have been complied with by said company, and whether said contract can be safely
extended.
The United States revenue-cutter Reliance has been placed at their
command, and it is probable tb.at l.;ieutenant l\faynard will remain at
the seal-islands for the purpose of making the investigation required by
the law, wllile Mr. Elliott will pursue his inquiries in regard to the other
objects specified in the act, in the waters and islands adjacent to the
seal-islands.
You are hereby requested to afford either or both of these gentlemen
all the facilities necessary to make a thorough examination of the subject intrusted to them, placing the books and papers under your charge
at their disposal; and you are also requested to see that proper accommodation and living are afforded them during their stay, they to pay
the cost thereof.
It is probable that Lieutenant J\faynard will return on the Alexander
when she brings down her next cargo of skins.
I am, very respectfully,
F •.A.. SAWYER,
Acting Secreta'ry.
Capt. CHAS. BRYANT,
Special Agent.

No. 120.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT,

Washington, D. C., ]lay 7, 1874.
SIR: Respectfully referring to the act of Congress approved April22,
1874, entitled ".An act to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to gather
authentic information as to the condition and importance of the fur-trade
in the Territory of Alaska," I have to say that, under the authority contained in that act, Mr. H. W. Elliott has been appointed to collect the
information therein specified, and that the Secretary of the Navy has
detailed Lieut. Washburn Maynard to accompany him. It will be seen
that the naval officer detailed under the authority contained in this act
is charged with the duty of inquiring into and reporting whether the
contracts as to the seal-fisheries have been co"mplied with by the persons
or company now in possession, and whether said contracts can be safely
extended.
The United States revenue-cutter Reliance has been placed at the disposal of these gentlemen, and it is expected that she will sail from San
Francisco by the 1st of June; will land Lieutenant :Maynard at the seal
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islands, and proceed with Mr. Elliott to such places and waters as be
ma.v direct, for the purpose of making the investigation required of him.
I have to request t~at you issue such orders to the officers of your
company located at said islands as will secure to either or both of these
· gentlemen the opportunity to examine, so far as may be necessary, the
books and papers of your company, the mode of killing the seals and
shipping them, and, generally, all subjects connected therewith, especially the question whether the contracts now existing between your company and the Govern.ment can be safely extended.
I am, very respectfully,
F. A. SAWYER.
Acting Secretary.
H. M. HUTCHINSON, Esq.,
Of Alaska Comrnm·cial Company, Washington.

No. 121.
W .ASHINGTON, D. C., May 8, 1874.
SIR: I am in receipt of yours of the 7th instant, informing me that
the Secretary of the N av.v has detailed Lieut. Wash burn Maynard to
accompany Mr. W. W. Eliiott in his expedition, authorized by the act
of April22, 1874, &c.
In reply, I beg to say that I have fnclosed your letter to the Alaska
Commercial Company, and that said company will afford every facility in
their power to aid Lieutenant Maynard in making a thorough investigation of the management of its business, under its lease from the United
States, in relation to taking fur-seals in Alaska, or on any other subject
upon which the Government desires information.
The books and papers of the company relating to this business are
open to the inspection ·of JJieutenant Maynard, or any officer detailed
by the Government to examine them, at any and all times.
Very respectfully, your obedient senTant,
H. M. HUTCHINSON.
ffon. F. A. SAWYER,
Acting Secretary of the Treasw·y.

No. 122.
TREASURY DEPAR1'MEN'l',
Washington, D. 0., ]Jay 9, 1874.
SIR: I have ·received from the collector of customs at San Francisco
a contract prepared in this Department, which has been signed by myself, as Secretary of the Treasury, and by Lewis Gerstl~, as vice-president of the Alaska Commercial Company, which was executed on the
25th of March, 1874, and is an agreement that the said company may
kill 90,000 fur-seals upon the island of Saint Paul and 10,000 upon the
island of Saint George.
It is necessary, however., to give validity to this contract, that the
acting vice-president of the company should have authority from the
company by a 'Tote of the board of directors to execute this contract, and
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I will tllank you to procGre and forward to this Office a formal ratification of the action of the vice-pre3ident in the matter.
I am, very respectfully,
WM. A. RIOHAEDSON,
Secretary.
H. M. HUTCHINSON, Esq., ·
Of Alaska Commm·oial Company, Wash:ington, D. C.

No. 123.
N A. VY DEP .A.RTMEN1\

lV ashington, JJfay 11, 187 4.
SrR: Referring to your letters of the 5th and 7th instant, with their
respecthye inclosure, I have the honor to transmit llerewith" a copy of
instrnctions, dated the 9th instant, given to Lieut. Washburn Maynard,
who has been detailed under the act of April 22, 1874, to inquire, in connection with the special agent of the Treasury Department, int9 the
~ondition of the seal-fisheries in Alaska.
Very respectfuliy, &c.,
GEO. M. ROBESON,
Secretary of the Navy.
Hon. W. A. RICHARDSON,
Secretctry of the Treasury.

NAVY DEPARTMENT, May 9, 1874.
SIR: You are hereby detailed, in conformity with law, bill No. 2G67,
inclosed.
A copy of the original contract, made August 23, 1870, marked A;
.supplementary contract, dated March 25, 1874, marked B; letter from
the Secretary of tile Treasury of May 5, 1874, to this Department. and
the appended instructions of Captain Baker, commanding United States
revenue.cutter Heliance, and Henry W. Elliott, esq., marked C, are
.also inclosed for your instruction and guidance .
. You will observe that the proviso through which your detail upon
this duty is necessary, not only gives you the same duties as are given
to the special agent, to be appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury,
but also directs that you shall inquire and report whether the contracts
.as to the seal-fisheries llave been complied with by the persons or company now in possession, and whether said contracts can be safely extended.
This latter duty being under your sole charge, you will consider it
your s-pecial one, and will give it your careful and earnest attention,
and consider the joint duties devolving upon the special agent of the
Treasury and yourself as secondary with you to the main object of your
inquiry, and requiring your personal attention, and report only so far as
may be possible, without in any way interfering with a careful, full, and
proper discharge of what has been specially assigned to you.
The provisions of the law do not design a joint report, but that the
special agent of the Treasury Department should report to it, and that
you should report to this Department, in accordance with the provisions
.of the law.
Great discretion will be required on your part to ascert.ain all the facts
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desired, and arrive at the conclusions required in your report, and in
avoiding all discussion and expression of opinion other than in an
official form, for the purpose of guarding against misapprehensions and
cavil.
The Department recommends a careful study and consideration of the
delicate and responsible duties assigned you, and for this object the
terms of the agreement and all of its stipulations will be borne in mind
by you, and it desires that you will weigh well the testimony, of whatever sort, that may present itself or be presented in tlw discharge of
your duties.
You will also keep the Department advised of your movements, both
past and prospectively, as far as possible, and the particular subjects
that have been engaging your attention; but it is not supposed, on so
difficult a subject, that you will report until your investigations are
ample, and that you will have the advantages derived from a sufficient
experience.
Information of a maritime character, as obtained. will be forwarued,
and especially such as will aid in the development of the cod and otl}er
sea fisheries, or whate"Ver else that may tend to open new fields of
employment, or to increase our maritime interests in those waters.
You will proceed, in obedience to these instructions, in such a manner as may be determined upon after 90nferring with Mr. Elliott, the
special agent of the Treasury Department, and Captain Baker, commanding the revenue-cutter Reliance.
Very respectfully,
GEO. M. ROBESON,
Secretary of the Na'Dy.
Lieut. WASHBURN MAYNARD,
United States Navy, San Francisco, Cal.
P. £.-I inclose also a copy of a letter dated the 7th instant, from
the Secretary of the Treasury, wHh its accompaniments.

No. 124.
WASHINGTON, May 11, 1874.
SIR: I am in receipt of yours of the 9th instant, requiring the Alaska
Commercial Company to forward to the Treasury Department its formal
ratification, by a vote of directors, of the contract executed by its vicepresident on the 25th of March, 1874:, by which it is agreed that the said
company may kill 90,000 fur-seals on the island of Saint Paul and
10,000 on the island of Saint George.
In rep1y, I have the honor to state that your communication has been
forwarded to'the Alaska Commercial Company, and that, at its regular
annual meeting in June next, the ratification will be duly made and
certified to the Treasury Department.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. HUTCHINSON.

Ron. W. A.

RICHARDSON,

Secretary of the Treasurr.

r
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No. 125.
W ASHING'I.'ON, D. C., June 20, 1874.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit copies of the following papers, viz:
First. A resolution of the board of directors of the Alaska Commercial Company, ratifying the agreement executed by Lewis Gerstle, esq.,
vice-president of the said company, with the Secretary of the Treasury,
~larch 25, 187 4, under the authority of the act approved March 24, 187 4,
Second, A letter of instruction to H. W. Mcintyre, agent of said company at Saint Paul and Saint George Islands, Alaska, directing him to
afford all proper facilities and information to Professor Elliott and Lieutenant Maynard in their examination of the affairs of said company at
said islands.
Third. A letter of instructions to the agents of said compan;y in the
Territory of Alaska, containing similar directions.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. 1\f. HUTCHINSON.
Hon. B. H. BRISTOW,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Resolutions of Alaska Commercial Company.

Resolutions passed at the annual meeting of the stockholders of the
· Alaska Commercial Company, San Francisco, Cal., June 10, 1874.
Whereas a certain agreement was made and entered into, in writing,
between 'Villiam A. Richardson, Secretary of the Treasury of the United
States, pursuant to an act of Congress approved March twenty-fourth,
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled "An act to amend an act
to prevent the extermination of the fur-bearing animals in Alaska, approved July first, eighteen hundred and seventy," and this company,
through Lewis Gerstle, vice-president and acting president, by authority
of this company, which agreement bears date the twenty-fifth day of
1\f.arch, eighteen and seventy-four; and whereas the Treasury Department at Washington desire evidence of the authority of said Gerstle to
execute said contract on behalf of this company: Therefore,
Resolved, That the acts and doings of said Gerstle in signing said contract on behalf of this company, and attaching thereto the corporate
seal of this company, be, and the same is hereby, ratified, affirmed, and
in all respects made valid, and that the said agreement shall, at all times
and in all places, be taken and held to be the act and deed of this company.
Resolved, That the secretary of this company be, and is hereby, directed
to make and certi(y, under the corporate seal of this company, a copy of
these resolutions, and to forward the same to the honorable Secretary
of the Treasury.
[SEAL.]
E. NEWl\fAN,
Secretary Alaska Commercial Company.

SAN FRANCISCO, liJay 18, 1874.
DEAR SIR: In compliance with an act of Congress approved April22,.
1874, H. W. Elliott, esq., bas been appointed for the purpose of gathering
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authentic informlltion as to the condition and importance of the furtrade in the Territory of Alaska.
The honorable Secretary of the Navy, under the same authority~ details Lieut. Washburn :Maynard to accompany J\fr. Elliott to the sealislands, to examine into and report whether the contract as to the sealfisheries bas been complied with by the persons or company now in possession, and whether said contract can safely be extended.
Anxious to furnish the Government with the most ~ccurate and retia.
lJJle information in reference to the subject aho\e referred to. the board
of directors of this company have authorized me to issue an open letter
of instructions. directed to the agents at the different stations in Alaska,
commanding that every possible facility shall be afforded w either or
both of these gentlemen, and every information that the.v may desire in
the discharge of their respective duties shall be given freely and without re~erve.
In view of the foregoing facts, no further instructions are necessary
on my part, and I wish simply to add that the fullest opportnnit,v should
be given for a thorough investigation of the company's aff<:tirs on both
islands, not only· in respect to the mode of killing the seals, and the
shipment to this port from the date of our contract with the Government
until now, but it is also desirable that you should perwit either or both
of these gentlemen to examine all the books and papers of the company,
.so far as it may be deemed necessary for a proper unuerstantling of the
.question under consideration.
Very respectfully, yours,
LEWIS GERSTLE,
Vice-President.
H. V{. MciNTYRE, Esq.,
Agent of the Alaska C01mnercial Company,
Saint Paul's Ll)land, Ala.ska.

To the Agents of the Alaska Commercial Company, Alaska. :
It affords me much pleasure to introduce to your acquaintance the
bearer of this, Prof. H. W. Elliott, appointed by the Treasury Department in accordance with an act of Congress approved April 2~, 1874, for
the purpose of gathering authentic information as to the condition and
importance of the fur-trade in the Territory of Alaska.
In order to enable Professor Elliott to report to the Department correctly in reference to the subjects above referred to, you are hereby
authorized and instructed not only to afford Professor Elliott all the
facilities in your power to the discharge of the duties assigned ta him by
the Treasury Department, but it is also expected that you will take
.special pains to furnish him with whatever information he may desire in
connection with the fur-trade of your district.
Professor Elliott being also connected with the Smithsonian Institution
at Washington, you are berebyauthorized .to permit him to select at his
<>ption any articles of curiosity that be may find among your stores,
and should you be in possession of any particular kind of fur which he
may deem of special interest for the purpose above indicated, you are
hereby instructed to deliver the same to hiw.
Very respectfully, ~·ours, &c.,
LEWIS GERSTLE,
Yic( ·President.
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126.

TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul's Island, May 24, 187 4.
To COLLECTOR OF UUSTOMS,

San Francisco, Cal. :
I hereby certify that there have l>een this day shippe(l, on b~ard the
Alaska CommerciaL. Uompany's steamer Alexander, for transshipment
at Onalaska, 40,000 fur-seal skins, all of this year's catch.
CHARLES BRYANT,

Treasury Agent in charge Seal Islands.

No.

127.

TREASURY AGEN1''S OFFICE,

Saint Paul's I::·dand, Alaska, August 7, 1874.
To COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS,

San Francisco, Cal. :
I hereby certify that the Alaska Commercial Company ha,·e shipped,
on board steamer Alexander, for San Francisco direct, 49,~38 fur-seal
skins, taken on this island this year. Said steamer has also on board
5,620 fur-seal skins shipped at Saint George I~ land, July 31, being the
balance of this year's quota for this island.
CHARLES BRYANT,

Treasury Agent in charge Seal Islands.
No. 128.
CUSTOM-HOUSE, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,

Collector's Office, November 16, 187 4.
baYe tlJe honor to transmit herewith inspector's returns of cargoes unladen from the American bark Cyane and steamer Alexander,
discharged September 2 and 5, respectively, said cargoes consisting of
45,068 and 54,656 fur-seal skins ; total, 99,7 ±2 of the catch of the year
1874.
I also inclose original certificate of deposit No. 927, by B. Davidson
& Company, of San Francisco, for account of the Alaska Commercial
Compauy, through A. Belmont & Company, with the assistant treasurer
at New York, of the amount of $261,822.75, being the tax on DD, 742
skins.
I am, very respectfully,
SIR: I

T. B. SHANNO~,

Collector.
Hon. B.

·

H. BRISTow,
Secretary of the Treasury.
No. 129.
TREASURY DEPART:\iENT,

1Va.shington, ]). C., November 30, 1874.
S~R: Respectfully referring to the letter of this Department addressed
to you August 31, 1870, transmitting for the files of your office the lease ·
and bond of the Alaska Commercial Company, under the act of July
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1, 1870, I inclose herewith an agreement made between this Department and said company under an act of Congress approved l\farch 24,
1~74, and dated March 25, 1874, making certain changes in the conditions of said lease, and would request that said agreement may be
placed on file in your office with the other papers above referred to.
I am, very respectfully,
B. H. BRISTOW,
Secretary.
R. w. TAYLER,
First Comptroller.
N.o. 130.
ISLAND OF SAINT GEORGE, BEHRING SEA,

·
Jfarch 15, 1875.
SIR: On the 1Rt of September last the natives reported that the crew
of the otter-hunting schooner Cygnet were shooting seals from the deck
of the vessel, as she lay at anchor in Zapadnee Bay, five miles from the
village. vVhen a seal was killed they would lower a boat, take it on
board, and, after skinning it, would throw the carcass overboard. I
immediately sent a party of natives to watch the Cygnet, and ascertain,
if possible, how many seals were killed, and also sent a letter to the
captain of the vessel, informing him that his actions were illegal and
· that he must leave these shores at once. .As there were no boats on the
south side of the island, signals were made for a boat from the Cygnet
to come ashore.
The next day the natives informed me that the signals were unanswered and that no communication was had with the vessel; that the
crew had lowered two boats, and were killing seals in the water, under
the cliff near the rookery, and that the seals were evidently very much
alarmed, as they were leaving the breeding and hauling grounds, and
were taking to the water in great numbers. A heavy sea was running
on the north side of the island, and the breakers rendered it extremely
hazardous to launch the whale-boat and sail around the island to Southwest Bay, and, as the natives are poor sailors, I.did not deem it prudent
to make the attempt. Still, I wished to give the captain of the vessel
timely warning before proceeding to any harsh measures. (I had armed
the natives, with the intention of repelling by force any attempts to kill
seal on the rookeries or within rifle-shot of the shore, if the crew still
persisted in doing so after the receipt of my letter by the captain.) I
had the natives carry one of their bydarkies across the island to Zapadnee and sent the letter before referred to, and also requested an interyiew with the captain on the beach, which he at once granted.
Captain Kimberly was very ·much astonishe<l when informed that he
was violating the laws of the Unitert States; acknowledged that he had
been killing seals, but maintained that the jurisdiction of the Government did not extend to the waters of BP.hring Sea, but only over the
Pribylo:ff Islands. I informed him that the phraseology of the act
approved July 1, 1870, was quite plain and there was no mistaking its
meaning; that the second section of said act provides * * * "that it
shall be unlawful to kill any seal in the waters adjacent to said islands,
or on the beaches, cliff's, or rocks where they haul up from the sea to
remain; and any person who shall violate either of the provisions of
this or the first section of this act shall be punished, on condction
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thereof, for each offense by a fine of not less than two hundred dollars
nor more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding
six months, or by such fine and imprisonment both, at the discretion of
the court having jurisdiction and taking cognizance of the offense; and
all vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, whose crew shall be
found engaged in the violation of any of the provisions of this act, shall
be forfeited to the United States."
lie replied that, if that was the law, of course he had "Violated it, but
had done so innocently,; that he was engaged in otter-hunting, and had
at that time two hundred skins on board; that be was looking for a
kelp-patch to the west of the island, where he expected to find otter in
abundance, and was only waiting for calm weather, so that he could
bunt them in small boats, and· that he had not fitted out for any purpose other than otter-hunting. In reply to the inquiry as to why he had
not answered my signals and sent a boat ashore, he replied that he supposed they were made by the natives, prompted either by motives of
trade or curiosity, and therefore paid no attention to them ; had he
known that they were made by white men he should have sent a boat
ashore at once.
I informed Captain Kimberly that he must return to me the skins of
all the seals he had killed and leave the shores of this island at once.
The natives reported that he had killed thirty-four seals, but Captain
Kimberly said that he had killed thirty-five, and would bring them
ashore at once, which he did. These skins I salted and stored in the
company's magazine at Zapadnee, where I supposed they would be perfectly safe; but the foxes effected an entrance into the salt-house by
digging under the floor and destroyed every one of them. It may be
proper, however, to state that these skins were deemed stagey by the
company's agent, or I should have turned them in to the company, to
be included in this year's quota. The Cygnet left that same afternoon,
September 2, 1874, and has not been seen in these waters since.
The captain's full name is Samuel Kimberly, and the second officer's
Cannon; the latter was engaged in sealing on this island in 1868.
I am, very respectfully, yours,
WM. J. MciNTYRE,
Assistant Treasury Agent, Saint George, Alaska Ter.
No. 131.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,
SA.INT PAUL'S ISLA.ND, ALA.SKA..

May 12, 1875.
SIR: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival at this island, on
the lOth ult., of the Alaska Commercial Company's steamer Alexander,
22 days from San Francisco, laden with supplies for the seal-islands,
also bringing as passenger, Samuel Falconer, esq., assistant Treasury
agent, returned from leave of absence, and reports here for assignment
for duty. I ha\e received no communication from the Department by
mail, but learn from Mr. Falconer that .Assistant Agent Teven had been
relieved and another appointed in his place, and from his non-arrival
must conclude he was detained on the road and failed to connect with
the steamer, and may be expected to arrive here late in June. Assisttaut Agent Samuel Falconer will be again placed in charge of Saint
George's Island, and no changes need be until the arrival of the "flewlyappointed agent.
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I have received the letter granting leave of absence, to take effect at
the close of the season, of which I shall avail myself, and would most
respectfully request that the collector of customs at San Francisco be
authorized to pay, on my vouchers, my.salaryfrom April 14th to August
31st, inclusive. This advance iR necessary to enable me to settle my
bill in San Francisco, and meet the expense of taking my family East.
I have bad no communication ·with the island of Saint George since
August last, as the steamer did not touch there on her way here, and
as she will go to Onalaska from there on her way down, before she returns here, I am compelled to delay any report on that island until Ireceive the report of Assistant Agent William J. Mcintyre, now in charge
ofthat island.
As there will be no opportunity for the Department to again communicate with these islands before my return to Washingtou, when I shall
file a detailed report, covering my six years' administration of these
islands, I now only submit a brief statement of the occurrences since my
last report, dated August 7, 1874. At that date the Alaska Commercial
Company bad finished taking seals for their skins, the number then
taken being sufficient, when added to the skins of animals killed for food
after tbe close of the last season, to fill the quota for 1874. There
were taken for food after the close of the sealing· season, from July 30
to December 30, 3,585 fur-seals. Of these skins, 626 were of no value,
from the animals shedding their fur. The remainder, 2,939, were accepted and salted by tbe Alaska Commercial Company, to be counted
as a part of the quota for the year 1875.
Tlle past winter bas been one of unprecedented mildness, the mean
temperature of the months of ;November, December, January, and February all being ::tbove the freezing-point, while the lowest degree of cold
occurred in March, the thermometer falling to 14 degrees aboYe
zero. Owing to the mild weather, the seals delayed their departure
from the island much later than usual, considerable bodies of them rema'ining until February, and a few still lingered until March. The first
seals returning the present season, landed the 5th of April, and they
are now present iu about the same condition as last year at this date.
A census, taken on January 1, shpws the whole number of native population on tbe island to be two hundred and twenty-two, divided as follows:
Males. Fema1es.
103
119
Children under :five years .............................................
S
17
Between five and fifteen ............................................. 17
2!;
Births during the year .................... ----··.....................
5
9
Infants less than one year old li Ying J auuary 1, 1875......... . . . . . . . . . .
3
6
Deaths during the year...............................................
3
7

These people are divided into sixt.y-four families, living in fifty-eight
houses, forty-four of them built of wood and all above ground, and fourteen are turf huts, built partially in the ground. The past year twentyone cottages haYe been built, and the church advanced as far as the
material on the island permitted. This is the .first year since I have had
charge of the island in which the births have exceeded the deaths, and
there is a marked improvement in the health of the population, partly
due to tbe mild weatller, but more to the advantages of improved houses
and the facilities thus furnished for cleanliness, ventilation, and other
cotn:(orts. Tbe supplies have been abundant and the prices reasonable,
except the article of coal. Had the winter proved severe there would
have been some suffering. \ ,V ith the new houses this becomes one of
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the greatest necessities, and arrangements are now made to·secure the
landing of an ample supply for tlw present year. The forty tons proviued for distribution gratis by the lease was stored until January,when
it was distributed proportionately to each family weekly, and the supply lasted until tbe end of March.
The school was commenced in the first week of October, and kept
continually, except public and church holidays. The first montlls a very
general attendance was secured, _but with the commencement of the
church holidays the attendance fell off, and it was difficult, without
actual compulsion, to secure so great an attendance as was desirable.
:Mrs. U. P. Fish labored diligently and perseveringly to accomplish her
task, and a few who have become attached to her have made good progre~s in reading. writing, and simple arithmetic. The strong prejudice that
exists amoug some of the more bigoted against their children learning
English, lest it should weaken their attachment to the Russian Church,
prevents a cordial action on the part of many.
In regard to the suppression of the making of beer or quass, from fermenting sugar and flour together, some progress has been made, aud
there bas been less c.lrunkeuness than in any former year. During the
month of September berries were very plentiful. With ·their juice, fermented with sugar, the evil became so ~erious that I found it necessary to
restrict the sale of sngar to four ounces per week for each person, and
this sufficed to check the evil. This regulation was maintained until
the berrying season had passed, when, on the promise of better behavior,
the former ration was restored of one half-pounc.l. weekly to each person.
But with this allowance some save theirs until sufficient is accumulated
to brew a quantity, and then the consequence is they drink it secretly
until drunk and make a disturbance, and l fin<l their quass au<l destroy it.
The civil government of the natives has been administered by their
own chiefs, or tyores, as they are called. There are three of these, who
exercise both the judicial an<l executive functions, and I have always
made it a point not to interpose my authority· in their private affairs
unless necessary, and have only had two cases where interference was
necessary to sustain the authority of the chief. Good order and quiet
have been maintained and all misdemeanors known have been punished.
No serious acts occurred, and only a few cases of petty tlteft occurred.
On the morning of August 20, a schooner was reported approaching
the island from eastward. Supposing it to be a vessel belonging to the
Alaska Commercial Oompan,y, a flag was set to indicate the point of
landing; uut when near the southeast point of the island she kept
away and ran down toward Otter Island, about eigllt miles distant, and
lowered a boat that pulled to the landing. J..;est the seals should be
disturbed I took one of the chiefs and boat and starred for the islan<l.
Before reaching it the vessel took up her boat and stood to westward.
On landing I found no appearance of the seals being disturbed. The vessel still steering to westward, at 3 o'clock I returned to the village of
Saint Paul's. As soon as I had returned, the vessel changed her course
and returned to the Otter Island again ; and at dark was uear the east
point of the island. 1\Ien were stationed on the rookeries to prevent
an.v disturbance there. At daylight the schooner pressed near the reef
and along the southwest shore, heading to north, passeu out of sight
behind the island. A m«:>ssenger sent to observe her movements returnee] at noon and reported the vessel going around tile i8la.nd to northeast. The vessel, after roun<ling the northeast point, steered to eastward, passing out of sight.
On the evening of the 29th of August some natives who hall Leen
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out fishiog came in at dark and reported a schooner at anchor behind Otter Island, and that boats were moving about, and that
they heard reports of guns and saw smoke, as if they were shooting
seals. Kerek Bootrin, the first chief, volunteered to take a boat and
go and see about the truth of the report. Mr. Benj. G. Mcintyre
accompanied them, and from him and the chief gathered the following
statement: The boat arrived at the island half past 11, and, on crossing to the other side, saw the schooner at anchor under a high blufl',
completely concealing her from view from Saint Paul's Island. In
the morning, as soon as it was sufficiently light, they launched their
boat, and, pulling around the island, came on the schooner by surprise.
Before she could get under way they were on board. It proved to be
the schooner Cygnet, of Santa Barbara, Cal.; Kemberly, master. He
was evidently much disturbed by being boarded so unexpectedly. The
captain said he was hunting for sea-otters, and had taken one hundred
and sixty pelts near the island of Saronake. There were the carcasses
of two fur-seals hanging in the rigging, and the pelts lying on deck.
Captain Kern berly said he had captured them in the water for fresh
food for some Kolah Indians in his crew. The boats were stained with
blood, as if recently used. Captain Kemberly explained that they did
not usually clean tl!eir boats until the end of the season. In the mean
time the vessel had got under way, and the boat's crew were informed
that they must leave or go to sea with them. Captain Kemberly stated
that the vessel had been at anchor thirty-six hours when boarded by the
boat. No doubt could be entertained that they were taking seals by
shooting them in the water. The. boat landed and examined the shore
by daylight, and found no seals had been killed there; then returned to
Saint Paul's village.
Sea,-Otter Island is a small, rocky island, about eight miles distant
from Saint Paul's. It is one-half mile long and half that in breadth. Its
ends and further side are perpendicular cliffs, against which the sea
breaks, and afford no foot-hold for landing. Its other side faces Saint
Paul's and slopes from the center gently to the shore. Here is the only
boat-landing; any object the size of a vessel can be seen from the hill
in the rear of the village. Should this attempt be repeated, it will be
necessary to put a party on it to prevent its injury by disturbing the
seals. As it is only a rock, without any reliable supply of fresh water,
it will be necessary to have a large boat for the purpose of carrying
supplies there. This island has no breeding-rookery on it, but in the
months of August and September five or six thousand seals resort there
to rest and play on its outlying rocks and ledges.
•
I have the honor to remain,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in charge Seal Islands.
Hon. B. H. BRIS1'0W,
Secretary of the Treasury.
ST. PAUL'S ISLAND.
I herewith inclose an affidavit sworn before me by Benjamin G. Mcintyre on September lOth, that it may be of service should any proceeding be instituted.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in cha'rge Sectl Islands.
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ST.

PAUL'S ISLA~D,

Alaska Terrilol'y, ss:
Personally appeared before me, Cllarles Bryant, special agent of the Treasury Department, under the act of Congress approved .Marcll 5, 1872, B. G. Mcintyre, who, on
being duly sworn, deposes and Rays:
I am agent of the Alaska Commercial Company, in cllarge of sahl company's business at Saint Paul's Island, Alaska.
That on the 19th day of August, A. D. 1874, the schooner Cygnet, of Santa Barbara, Captain Kemberly, appeared oft' said island.
That on the attempt being made by Capt. Charles Bryant, special Trea'iury agent
in charge of the seal islands, to board said Yessel, she stood away, after she had lowered her boat.
That said schooner sailed around tlle island on the night of the 19th of August, 1874,
and disappeared on the 20th of that month.
Tbat on the 29th day of said month, said vessel was again discovered by the natives
of said island, at anchor behind the bluffs of Otter Island, where she was engaged, as
they believe, in unlawfully shooting fur-seals in the water near said Otter Island.
That on the night of the 29th of said month, deponent went to Otter Island, under
cover of darkness, where he hid until daybreak on the morning of the 30th of said
month, when, by pulling alongside said vessel suddenly, he surprised her crew and
boarded her.
That he saw on board said vessel the carcasses of several fur-seals, and which were
admitted to be such by the captain of said vessel.
That tho said Captain Kemberly informed deponent that be bad on board the skins
of several fur-seals caught in the waters about the seal islands of Alaska, and requested
deponent to inform the special Treasury agent in charge of the seal islands that he
intended to keep said skins.
That said Captain Kemberly informed deponent that he had endeavored to avoid
seeing any person from the islands.
That on different occasions deponent saw several shots fired from the deck of said
vessel, and saw the boat lowered and something taken on Loard which he believed to
bave been fur-seals unlawfully sllot and killed in the waters adjacent to the seal
islands.
B. G. MciNTYRE.
Done at my office un Saint Paul's Island, this lOth day of September, A. D. 1874.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Special Treasury Agent in cha1·ge of the Seal Islands.

No. 132.
ISLAND OF SAINT GEORGE,

Beh1·ing Sea, JJlay 20, 187 5.

The steamer Alexander arrived here on the 8th of August last,
ou her way to Sau Frau cisco, aud brought me :your letter of instructions
for the winter. • .
About the middle of August last I punished three natives for drinking
"quass." I then informed all the natives that it was the intention of the
Government to break up the practice of brewing ·and drinking "quass"
on these islan<.ls, and that it must be discontinued in the future. This
was the first as well as the last instance of "quass" having been made
or drunkenness observed during the winter ; the natives have been
sober, steady, and industrious, and have conducted themselves upon all
occasions in the most exemplary manner. I watched them so closely
that they could. not make" quass" and escape detection.
There has been a great deal of sickness on the island during the past
winter. At one time it seemed as if m·ery one in the village was
down with sickness. From the 8th of August up to the date of this report there have been nine deaths and only four births. Among the
death3 three were grown people and the remainder were children.
Only one accident occurred during the winter, and that was occasioned
II. Ex. 83--9
SIR:
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through carelessness in handling a gun, the charge of which passed
through the native's hand, necessitating amputation at the wrist.
The bull-seals commenced to haul up on the 5th instant, and on the following day I calleu in all fire-arms and forbade any per. on going near
the breeding-rookeries.
Two thousand four hundred and ninety fur-seals were killed for food;
of this number 205 were accepteu b.v the corupany, to be included iu the
quota of1875; of the remaining, 2,100 were pups and the rest stagey.
The school bas been kept open in accordance with law; the average
daily attelHlance was eleven, and the progress of the scholars has been
very :flattering.
I have had the Government bouse thoroughly, cleaned, papered, rrnd
painted both inside and out ·with two coats; the inside I painteu white
and the outside a Yery pretty brown, with white trimmings. I have also
painted the fence a light brown. In the fall I banked the foundations up
to the woodwork. A new :floor is necessary for the office and large
rooms; the old :floor is badly worn, and bas shrunk a. great deal, and I
have to request that you authorize me to put down a new :floor during
the fall or winter; a. new stove is also wanted, a.nd a new carpet and
double bedstead; these are the only additional improvements necessary
at present. I considered the repairs made this spring absolutel,y
necessary for the proper preservation of the property.
The following is the meteorological record for the twelve months
ending April, 1875:

IAverage
monthly
tern vera ture.

Months.

May .................
June .••••.....
.. -.
July ..
-...... -. -.. -..
August ..............
September . _•....••..
October ••.•.•.. -·-- __

----.

--

40.22
33.2
36.11
37.3
32.26
~2.26

above zero.
above zero.
above zero.
above zero.
above zero.
above zero.

Months.

November .•.....••••.
December ... __ .... __ .
January .............
February ......... _..
March •.•• ---·---- ...
April---·----·-·----·

IAverage
monthly
temperature.
42.20
47.9
49.7
52.9
49.
40.

above zero.
auove zero.
above zero .
above zero.
above zero.
above zero.

I inclose a separate report concerning the killing of fur-seals by the
crew of the otter-hunting schooner Cygnet, September, with affida:dt.
I respectfully request to be furnished with a copy of the lease and all
acts of Congress pertaining to the seal-islands, and any other information pertinent thereto.
In accordance with your instructions, I have turned over all Government property to Assistant Treasury Agent S ~·. muel Falconer, who
arrived llere on the 15th instant.
At the close of the sealing season of 1873, I shall make a report concerning the breeding- and hauling grounds, the approximate sttength of
the rookeries, and the mode of selecting killing seals; I will then be
able to verify my figures made this spring, an<l take ad\antage of the
information acquired during the past year.
"\Vhile in charge of this island I have seen that tbe natives were protected in all their rights, and that the spirit of tbe act and lease was
carried ont in every particular.
I am, Yery re8pectfully, sours,
\Vl\1. J. 1\'fcil\TYH.E,

Special Agent, f aint George.
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Xo. 133.
TREASURY AGEN'l''S OFFICE,

Sa-int Paul's Island, A. T., May 26, 1875.
SIR: I herewith transmit to the Department a letter, with accompanying affidavit, received from Assistant Treasury Agent Wm .•J. 1\fcintyre, concerning the killing of fur-seals unlawfully by the officers and
crew of the schooner Cygnet, near the island of Saint George, during
the month of September of the year 1874. The letter will explain the
whole proceedings, and the promptness and energy with which said
Assistant Agent Wrn. J. Mcintyre acted was ver.v commendable. This
is the same \essel mentioned in my report of ~fay 12 ultimo, and I
ha1e since learned said vessel lJas since been to the port of Victoria,
British Columbia, and sold her fnrs, and refitted for another cruise on
these waters this coming season. Every precaution will be taken to
prevent any killing of seals by the officers or crew of said vessel, or to
seize her, if possible, in tlle act.
I haYe the honor to rcmnin, with respect,
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in clw:rge Seal-lslanls.
HOI!. B. H. BRIS'l'OW,
Secretary Treasury.

[Affidavit of Zecar Oustigoff. j

Personally appeare<l before me, \Vm. J. Mcintyre, assistant Treasury
agent United States, (appointed under the act of J'Iarch 5. 1872,) at Saint
George Island, A. T., this fifth day of September, A. D. one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-four, Zecar Ostigoff, who, upon being duly
sworn, deposes and says:
·
That on the first and second days of September, A. D. one thousand
eight hundred and seventy-four, I saw the crew of the schooner Cygnet, as she lay at anchor a quarter of a mile, or thereabouts, from
the shore of said island of Saint George, A. T., shoot and kill fur-seals
from the deck of said vessel, and skin sai<l seals on board; that the
said crew did also shoot fur-seals in the water under the cliff, about five
hundred yards or thereabouts from the shore of said island; and that,
to the best of my knowledge and belief, thirty-four fur-seals were killed
at the times and in the manner before specified.
That fur-seal skins, to the number of thirty-fiye, were, on tbe said second day of September, A. D. one thousand eight hun<lred and seventyfour, returned to Wm. J. Mcintyre, the Government officer on said
island, and tbat I, by the direction of said Wm. J. ~Icintyre, did assist
in the counting and salting of said skins in the salt-house of the Alaska
Commercial Company, at Saint George Islan<l, A. T., on the date last mentioned; and, further, that the said thirty-five fur-seal skins were kille<l
by parties other than the Alaska Commercial Company, and without
their consent. or the consent of the Government of the United States.
ZEOAR OITSTIGOFF.
I

In testimony whenlof. I subRcribe my hand and seal on the said fifth
day of September, A. D. one thousan<l e.ight hundred and Se\enty-fonr.
WM. J. :MciNTYRE, [L. s.]
Assistant Treasury AgeJtt, U. 8. Treasury Department.
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No. 134.
TREASURY AGEN'l''S OFFICE,

Saint Pctul's Island, ltfay 28, 1875.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report on the affairs
of Saint George Island. The steamer, when driven from her anchorage
here on the 14th instant, proceeded. to Saint George, where, finding landing impracticable at the village, it went round on the opposite side,
and, after landing Assistant Agent Samuel Falconer and Mr. George
F. Adams, subagent for the Alaska Commercial Company, the steamer
proceeded to Onalaska with the freight for Saint George on board.
Returning thence she arri-ved at Saint George on the 24th instant,
and, after discharging the portion of freight for that station, again left
for this island, arriving here on the morning of the 25th. The steamer
brought as passengers Father Inocent Sllisenekoff, arch-priest of the
Russo-Greek Church for this district of Aleutian and seal-islands; also
Paul Shisenekoff, a former resident of this islalHl, who has been to San
Francisco to be ordained as a resident priest here; also Zachar Shisenekoft' and family, former residents here, who have been living at Onalaska. All these are to reside here except the arch-priest, who will
return to Onalaska after performing the necessary ceremonies for installing his brother as pastor over the church here. Also th-e native laborers to do the labor outside, while the nativPs here are employed in taking seals; one carpenter from Onalaska, to take tlle place of the one who
now returns to San :Francisco.
By this vessel, I am in receipt of the report of \Villiam J. Mcintyre,
assistant Treasury agent, who has lwd charge of Saint George Island
<luring the absence ot Assistant Ageut Samuel Falconer. A duplicate
copy of this report is herewith inclosed. It will be seen by this report
that be bas, ttvithO'ltt autllo'r-ity, incurred a hill for labor and materials for
painting and refitting the Treasury agent's bouse and the fence around
it of over one hundred and seven dollars. The v-ouchers for this bill,
together witlJ the pay-roll, have been forwarded for my approval. 1
have examined these, and find the prices reasonable and just, and have
approved them, and they will be presented to the collector of customs
at San Francisco, and 1 have to request tllat they be authorized to be
paid.
As this bill is nearly double my estimates for this purpose, as asked
for in my report dated August 7, 1874, I can but think more lJas been
done and greater expense incurred than the exigency of the circumstances demanded. lt will be seen, also, that he asked for authority to
put down a new fioor and purchase a new stove and carpet and double
bed. As both houses were built at the same time and furnished alike, with
the exceptiou of the bed, (the officer then in charge preferring a springbed to a mattress,) and these articles here in tllis house scarcely half
·worn, I must consider that the necessity is not so great for their rene"·al as to justify my gidng authority to purchase new ones without
·waiting the pleasure of the Department, though it requires a year to
do so.
I shall visit Saint George as soon as the newly-appointed assistant arrives. To do so now, and leaYe this place for a mouth without an officer,
would be detrimental to the Government interests.
From the general tenor of the report it ~ould appear tlJat the affairs
of the island had been very ably administered, but I regret to have to
state that I have information from otller sources going to show that
Assistant Agent lVIcintyre has been guilty of unwananted harshness in
his treatment of the natives.
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Gregor Kolichiefl', the second chief of Saint George Island, is here in
-charge of the working-party of eleven men.
Last evening·, said . Kolichieff, accom pauied by Keprian l\iakoolieff,
Nicholi Ostigoff, Zahar Ostigoff, and Berese Galla.nisn, eame before me
and made the folio wing charges: It would appear that Keprian 1\iakoolieff has a son named Esan, a boy about eight years old, and that, instead
of sending him to the English school kept by l\Ir. l\'Iclntyre himself for
the Alaska Commercial Company, his father sent him to study with
aforementioned Kolichieff and learn Prussian. In November, when the
boy's father was away from home, 1\'Ir. Mcintyre went to said Kolichieff's
house and forbid his teaching the boy Prnssia.n, aurl ordered him to send
the boy to the school·kept b.v himself. Kolichieff said hA had no right
to send the boy, as he was not the boy's father, whereupon 1\Ir. :Mcintyre
took the boy to the school-lwu'§e and locked him in to keep him in all
night, as a punishment for not coming to school. The boy, not being
used to such treatment, escaped through the window in the night and
tled to Zapadnez, a place on the opposite side of the island, distant .five
miles, where the father was gathering drift-wood. In the morning, 1\fr.
.Mcintyre sent Zahar Oustigoffto order the father to bring the boy home,
and immediately on their arrival, he, 1\fr. Mcintyre, attempted to seize
the boy, but the father would not let him . . He, Mr. Mcintyre, returned
to his own house, got a pistol and pair of handcuffs, and agaiu returned
to the natives house for the purpos-e of punishing both father and son.
Upon seeing this, the native, fearing for his life, fled from his house with
only his pauts and shirt, and in this condition hid himself in the cliffs
at the east end of the island, where the people found him on the third
day after, so exhausted by cold and hunger that they had to carry him
horne on their backs. When they arrived there, the doctor took charge
of him. On the fourth <lay after, he, 1\Ir. 'M cintyre, took him from his
house, put ban<lcuffs on, and lodged him in the cellar of the company's
house, a Yery cold, damp place, and kept him four days on brea:d and
water, and <luring all this time the son had been confined in a dark closet
in the company's house, and kept on bread and water.
All agree in the truth of this statement, and say the.v never experienced such treatment from the Prussian~, and they all unite in asking me
to remove bim. They say they are afraid of their lives, and if he is to
remain ou the island they all wish to lea.ve it. All the former residents
say that the said Keprian l\Iakoolieff is a ver.v quiet, inoffensive man,
and gave uo occasiou for such treatment, aml made no effort in selfdefen8e.
They also complain that on assnming charge of the island, be (l\Ir.
Mcintyre) took from their chief the Prussiau translation of the act of
OongressJ reducing t!Je quota of skins for their island, with the necessary instructions I had given in relation to coming over llere to help
take seals, and told them be should govern them in his own way. This
paper was of no real value to them, but they have a great reverence for
a written document, and I find they considered this one as their
guarantee for the right to come to this island and help seal and share
in tile benefit of it.
And so thoroughly assured do they feel of his unfitness for the position, that, were it practicable, I should ask his immediate removal.
I shall order 1\'Ir. Falconer here ou the next trip of tile steamer, that
I may go there and investigate these matters.
CHARLES BHY ANT,
Treasury Agent in charge Seal Islands.
Hon. B. H. BursTow,
Secret(o·y of th e Treasury.
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TREA..SURY AGE:NT'S OFFICE, SAINT PAUL'S ISLAND,
]Jay 27, 1875.
SIR: Learning there had been some questions raised at the customhouse on account of shipments of fur-seal skins from these islands,
under certificates dated prior to J nne 1st, the legal time for commencing
the sealing, I desire to ofl'er the following explanation : It has been the
rule of the Alaska Commercial Company to kill and ship the number of
skins a little short of the full quota, and wait until the count at the
island is verified by the count of the custom-officers on their arrival at
San Francisco; when this deficiency is known, it is made up from the
skins of seals killed subsequently for food for the ~atives; and the surplus then remaining in the salt-house is, on the first of June, transferred
to the Alaska Commercial Oompauy, to be counted as a part of the quota
for the ensuing year.
The Alaska Commercial Company bad taken the de3ired number for
the quota on the 17th of July, 1874; the skins of seals killed for food
since that date remain in the salt-house~, and as it is very desirable for
said company's vessels, after di~charging their heavy cargoes here in
the spriug, to have tllese skins for ballast in returning, and no possible
· injury can accrue to the interest of the Government, tllese skins on
hand have been sllipped as per certificate inclosed.
Yours, respectfully,
CHARLES ERYANT,
T1·eccsury Agent in charge Seal I8lands.
Bon. THO:;:\[AS SHANNON,
Collector of Customs for San Francisco, Gal.

Tl~EASURY AGE~T'S

OFFICE, SAIN1' PAUL'S ISLAND,
JJlay 28, 1875.
I hereby certify that the Alaska Commercial Company have this day
shipped on board steamer Alexander, from this island, three thousand
eight hundred and fifty-six (3,856) fur-seal skins, being the skins of seals
taken for nath·e food from July 18th, 1874, to this date.
CHAHLES BRYANT,
Treas'ury Agent in cha'rge Seal Islands.

No. 135.
5294.]

W .AR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, June 23, 1875.
SIR : I haYe the Lon or to inclose copy of communication from the·
c1mmanding officer Sitka, Alaska, dated the 19th April last, relative to
the importation into the Territory of Alaska of breech-loading rifles and
ammunition, by the Alaska Commercial Company, for sale to Indians;
and inviting your attention to the copies of accompanying papers, and
to the suggestions of the commanding general Military Division of the
Pacific, I beg to request that measures may be taken, if legal and.
proper, to carry out the suggestions of General Schofield.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
\Vl\1. W. BELKNAP,
Secretary of ll'ar.
'Ihe llou. SECRETARY OF 1'HE TREASURY.
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HEADQUARTERS., SITKA, ALASKA,

April19, 1875.
I wish to call attention to the fact, credibly reported to me by a former employe of the Alaska Commercial Uompany of San Francisco,
that large quantities of modern breech-loading rifles, and ammunition
for the same, are being imported into this Territory by the above-named
company for sale to Indians. I have noticed a few Henry rifles in the
hands of the Sitkins, who say they got them from the Northern Indians.
There would be little trouble in keeping the upper hand of the Alaskin
Indians as long as the Hudson's Bay musket is their only arm, but with
their intelligence, and power to concentrate rapidly by canoe navigation, would render them Yery formidable with such arms of precision
and power. Their viHages are built of large timber houses, in many
instances as capable of defense as a scientifically-constructed blockhouse. These Indians have heretofore refused to buy breech-loading
arms, preferring the old flint-lock musket, because of the difficulty they
bad to procure the proper ammunition, or even percussion-caps. Now,
however, they eagerl,v seek breech-loaders, and offer large prices for
them, which is conclusive proof to me that the ammunition difficulty
has been solved to their satisfaction. I respectfully suggest that it would
be well to renew the executive restriction to the importation of such
arms and ammunition, or at least to regulate it in some way. It is now
left to the military authorities to regulate tlle sale. In this connection
I will say that no such arms are sold this side of Yacutat Bay I believe.
The Alaska Commercial Company is free and unrestricted in all their
operations on account of the great distance of its scene· of operations,
and takes good care to keep its agencies, stores, and factors as far as
possible from military authority. They pay for a monopoly of Saint Paul's
and Saint George's Islands, but they have spread themselves all over
~orthern Alaska, and ha\e a trading scheme upon the Yueon River.
Some idea of the extent of their operations may be judged from the following list of stations occupied by them upon the islands and main-lands
of this country. 'l'he same authority who gives information concerning
the arms, tells me that the company's vessels bring large amounts of
liquor into the c<~nntry for sale to Indians, and that at almost all of tlleir
posts the distillation of spirits is carried on.
They have stores or traders' stations atFort Etches, ou Heuchenbrook Island.
Ooustantine, on Heuchenbrook Island.
Elena or Helena, on Heuchenbrook Islanu.
Alexandroosk, on English Harbor.
Fort Kenay, or Kenai,}
Saint George.
Kuqek, on Kuuk river.
Sbushitua, on river of sa.me name
Iliamanua, on river of same ·name.
Katmaq, or Katma1, on Katmai Bay.
Fort Kodiak, or Saint Paul.
Bemkooskoia.
Unga-ila, on Onnga Island.
Delarov, on Onnga Island.
Omimak, or U nimai, on island of same name.
Ougashink, on Soulima Uiver.
Sourvoroff, or Pngalusk, on :M:akuck River.
Alexander, mouth of Nushagak River.
Kijunok, on riYer of same name.
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Michn.elooski, Nortors Sound.
Tshitschayofl:' Harbor, Attow Island, (great supply depot.)
Ounalashka, or Ileoluk, Ounalashka Islandand in places on Atkha Island.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Rervant,
J. B. CAMPBELL,
Gctptain Fourth A'rtillery, commanding.
ASSISTANT ADJU~l'ANT GENERAL,

Headquarters Department of the Columbia, Portland, Oregon.
[1st indorsement.]
HEADQUAl~'fERS DEPARTMENT OF 1'IIE COLUMBIA,

Portland, Oregon, April 30, 1875.
l{espectfu11y forwarded to the Assistant Actjutant-General lVIilitary
Division of the Pacific, it being understood the alleged shipments are
made from San Francisco.
The recommendation for a renewal of the execnti\e restriction to the
importation of arms and ammunition into the Territory of Alaska is
concurred in.
A copy of this communication bas been retaine(l to be submitted to
the department commander for his information.
In the absence of the department commauder,
H. CLAY 'YOOD,
Assistctnt Adjutant- General.
[2d indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION

I'

II

r AClFIC,

Sxn Frwwisoo, Jl[a,y 7,
Hespectfnl1y referred to I... icut. Col. R. Jones, . .<\.. I. G., who wHl
p1ease ascertain the facts as to sbiprnent of modl>rn arms an<l ammunition f1·om this cit,y to Alaska.
By order of l\lajor-General Schofield.
J. C. KELTO~,
Lieut. Col., A. A. G.
f3d indorsement.1
INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
MILri'ARY DIVISION P ACIFlC,

San Francisco, Cal., Jlfay 13, 1875.
The records of the custom-house show that during the past twel\e
months laq.!·P- shipments of arms, ammunition, powder, and lead have
been made from tbis city to tlle waters of Alaska, but tl'orn the bonds
required of shippers engaged in this traffic the number of breech-loading
rifles shipped would appear to be very small, and of the number actually
shipped the Alaska Commereial Company can be credited with but a
small proportion.
If General Miller, president of the company, were in town, I think I
might ascertain the exact number shipped, and also the quantity of
ammunition, by his company; as, however, I cannot commuuicate with
him before leaving for Camp Wright, I have thought it best to return
this communication with the meager information above set forth.
Respectfulfy submitted.
R. JONES,
Lieut. Col., A. I. G.

1
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[4th indorsement.]
HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San ·.Francisco, JJiay 26, 1875.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General, (through headquarters of the Army,) requesting an ex('cutive order prohibiting the importation of arms and ammunition into the Territory of Alaska, except upon
permits granted by the commanding general Military Division of the
Pacific or the commanding general Department of the Columbia, the
same as in the ca!Se of spirituous liquors; the purpose being to allow the
Alaska Indians to procure necessary supplies of ordinary muzzle-loading rifles for hunting, but to pre\ent, as far as possible, their being supplied with breech-loaders and metallic cartridges.
Under existing Treasury regulation fire-arms, including breech-loaders
with cartridges, are imported into Alaska by the Alaska Commercial
Company and private traders, before the military authorities are authorized to interfere in regard to their disposal. .But as these arms are never
shipped to Sitka, the only military station in Alaska, there virtually
exists free trade with the Indians of that Territory in such arms as they
will recei \·e.
The number of breech-loaders shipped is not known, as there exists
here no supervision over the matter at all. It appears probable, from
the manifests at the collector's office, that private traders ship arms as
hardware to avoid giving the required bonds.
Shipments by the Commercial Oompanyem brace rifles with cartridges;
it is inferred, therefore, that these rifles were breech-loaders. It will
soon be a serious matter for the military, and may be an expensive one
for the General Government, if this traffic has been long carried on, and
to any extfnt, and must be a complete bar to any exploration in or
settlement of the Territory.
I earnestly request, therefore, that it be ascertained just what arms
have been shipped to and disposed of in Alaska, in order that the military may know what they have to contend against, and that henceforth
no importation of arms and ammunition into Alaska be allowed, except
as permitted by the military authorities.
In connection with t!Je traffic with Indians in fire-ar~s and liquors in
Alaska, I t!Jink it will be found that there is absolute need of a revenue,·essel being permanently stationed in the waters of that Territory.
J. J\f. SCHOFIELD,
Jlfajor-General.
[!~closures.]

CUSTOM-HOUSE, SAN FHAKCISCO, CAL.,

Collector's Office, .!JJay 20, 1875.
Sm: In r<'ply to yonr note of inquiry relative to executive restrictions upon
the importation of armt:J and ammunition, particularly breech-loading rifles, into the
Territory of Alaska, I respectfully transmit herewith copy of the President's proclamation of date I<~ebruary 4, 1870, issued under and in pursuance of authority vested in him
by the second and fourth sections of the act of Congress, approved July 28, 1868, from
which you will perceive that no r<jstriction is placed thereby upon the importation of
fire-arms and ammunition into Alaska, except into the islands of Saint Paul and Saint
George. This order is still in force, and. all vessels clearing from this port for either of
said islands with arms on board are simply re<1uired to give bond that eaid arms will
not be landed upon either of the islands mentioned.
I know of no subsequent act of Congress or p1·oclamation placing any restrictions
upon importations of fire-arms to any other portion of tile Territory.
I am, very respectfully,
A. B. SHANNON,
Collectm·.
Mnj0r-Gcn<>ml ScrroFmLn,
Uuited States .clrmy.
DJ<;AR
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February 8, 1870.

The attention of collectors anu other officers of tho customs is uirected to the following Executive order:
EXECUTIVE MANSIO~,

Washington, D. C., February 4, 1870.

Under and in purwauce of the authority vested in me by the provisions of the Recoud section of the act of Congress approved ou the 27th day of July, 1868, entitbd
''Au act to extend the laws of the United State' relating to customs, commerce, and
navigation over the territory ceded to the Uniteu States by Russia, to establish a collection-district therein, and for other purposes;" the importation of distilled spirits into
and within the district of Alaska is hereby prohibited, ann tlle importation and use of
:tire-arms and ammunition into an!l within the islands of Saint Panl ancl Saint George,
in said district, are also hereby prohibited, under tbe pains and penaltie> of law.
U.S. GRANT,
Pre8ident.

In conformity with the foregoing order of the President, aml to insure its faithfnl
execution, collectors of customt'l are herehy instructed to refnse clearance to a,ll vessels
having on board distilleu spirits for ports, places, or islands within the territory aud
collection-district of Alaska.
Vessels clearing for any port or place, int(jndiog to touch, tra<le, or pass within tho
waters of Alaska with distilled spirits, or fire-arms and amwuuition on board, will be
required to execute and deliver to the collector of customs at the port of clearance a,
good and sufficient bond in double the value of the articles so laden, conditioned that
said spirits, or any part thereof, shall not be landed upon or disposed of within th e
Territory of Alaska, or that said arms and ammnnition, or a.ny part thereof, shall not
be landed, disposed of, or used upon either the islands of Saint Paul or Saint George,
is said district.
GEO. S. BOUTWELL,
See1 etm·y of the Treasury.
TREASURY DEPARTl\:IE~T,

Febntm·y 20, 18G9.

The prohibition hitherto resting upon the importation of arms and ammunition .i nto
Alaska is hereby removed, subject, however, to such restrictions npon the disposal of
the same when so imported as shall be imposed, (iu regard to the disposal of the same
when so imported) by the military authorities.
By order of the President.
H. McCULLOCH, Secretary.
Approved:
ANDREW JOHNSON, President.
Official copy :
J. F. HAHTL:EY, .1ssistant SccrefaTy.

No. 136.
TREAS"CRY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul's Island, Alaska Territory, July 8, 1875.
I hereby certify the Alaska Commercial Company have this day shipped,
on board steamer Alexander, thirty-nine thousand and thirty-six (39,0:36)
fur-seal skins for the quota of 1875.
CHARIJES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent, in cha,rge Senl-Islctnd..
~0.
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(General Orders No. 72.)

\N AR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S 0FFIOE,
Washington, July 20, 1875.
The following circular from the Treasury Department, relative to the
mportation of breecb-loadiug rifles, antl fixed ammunition suitable
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is pnl>lislled for tlle infvrmation

TREASURY DEP A R'l'}IEN'L',

lVashington, D. C., July 3, 1875.
To Collectors of Customs:
The importation of breech-loading rifles, and fixeu ammunition suitable therefor, into the Territory of Alaska, and the shipment of such
rifles or ammunition to any port or place in tbe Territory of Alaska, are
hereby forbidden; and collectors of customs are instructed to refuse
clearance of any vessel having on board any such arms or ammunition
destined for any port or place in snitl Territory. If, however, any vessel intends to touch or trade at a port in Alaska Territory, or to pass
within the waters tllereof, lmt sllall be ultimately destined for some
port or place not within the limits of said Territory, and ~hall have on
board any such fire-arms or ammunition, the master or chief officer
thereof will he required to execute and deliver to the collector of cus. toms at the port of clearance a good and sufficient bond, with two sureties, in double the value of such merchandise, conditioned that such
arms or ammunition, or any part thereof. shall uot be landed or disposed of within the Territory of Alaska. ·snell bond shall be taken for
such time as the collector shall deem proper, and may be satisfied upon
proofs similar to those required to satisfy ordinary export bonds, showing that such arms have been landed at some foreign port; or, if such
merchandise is lauded at any port of the United States not within the
limits of the Territory of Alaska, the bond may be satisfied upon prodnction of a certitieate to that effect from the collector of the port
where it is so landed.
CHAS. F. CO~A_NT,
Acting Secretar~'·
Appron~d:

U. S. (i-R.A.NT, President.
By order of the Secretary of War:
THO}IAS .M. VI:XCENT.
A.ssistant Adjutant-Generc~l.
Official:
THO:\I.A.S )f. VINCENT,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Ron. SECl!ETARY OF TIIE TRE.A.SURY.

No. 138.
SPECIAL TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE,

Saint Paul's Island, August 7, 1875.
This certifies that tue .Alaska Commercial Company have this day
shipped ou board steamer .Alexander, l\L U. Erskine, master, forty-six
thousand nine hund.ced and seventy-four (46,974) fur-seal skins of the
catell of 1875; that said company have also shipped three thousand six
hundred. al)d sixty-two (3,662) fur-seal skins from Saint George Island of
the catcll of 1875, and tllat said steamer has on board five thousand
three hundred and twenty-eight (5,3~8) fur-seal skins from Onalaska.,
covered by certificate of J ul.Y 8, 187 5.
Total number on board, 5.3,967 skins.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent, in charge Seal-Islands.

~.
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\V AR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, October J G, 18i5.
SIR: I have the honor to inclose for your information copy of a
detailed report from Gen. 0. 0. Howard, commanding Department of
the Uolumbia, of a tour in Alaska in June, 1875.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Wl\f. W. BELKNAP.
Secretary of ll'"at:.
Tile lion. SECRETARY OF TilE TREASURY.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART:MENT OF TilE COLU::.\IBIA,
Portland, Oreg., June 30, 18i5.
SIR: As I contemplated in my letter to your Office, datetll\Iarcll 29,
1875, I left Portland for Alaska on the 2d instant, and proceeded by the
way of the North Pacific Hailroad, Paget Sound, and the steamer California, from Victoria.
TilE STEA::.\IERS BENICIA AND WOLCOTT-:•U.NADIO-COAL-}IINES-INDIANS.
Hearing that the United States war-steamer Benicia was ordereu
to Alaska waters, I visited Captain Hopkins, her excellent commander,
on board his ·vessel at Esquimault. He then told me that his order
northward had been countermanded, and that be should leave in a day
or so for San Francisco. At Port Townsenu I had gone ou board the
revenue-cutter Wolcott, Captain Scammon commanding. Tllough ill
at the time, he assured me that he should set out soon for . .~laska,
.
probably ::\Ionday, tlle 7th instant. I was in hopes the 'Volcott would
reach Sitl{a in time to enaule me to go to parts of Alaska which it is
not practicable for the California to visit; uut I was on my way back
when she passed us in the night, near "\Vrangel. Being limited in the
amount of fuel to burn and the number of knots allowed (six, I think)
per hour, it took a long time for t,be Wolcott to make the voyage. I
was much disappointed, for I bad hoped this season to ha\e seen more
than I did of the inhabited portions of Alaska.
We spent the 5th at the English post Nanaimo, enabling me, with the
officers of the court-martial accompanying me, to visit the extensive
coal-mines tllere. Some idea of their _extent may be gathered from the
fact that from $25,000 to $30,000 per month are here paid, on an average, to the workmen, or disbursed in connection with the mines.
I made some observation on the condition of the IndianR in this neighborhood. There are but few-not far from 200-mostly pretty well
dressed, and having clean faces; no regular school; a small unimportant mission of the l\1ethoclists. In chara.cteristics, like the Indians
with Father Chirouse at Tulalip, and elsewhere ou Pnget Soqnd.
NATURE OF THE

Il\'LA~D

PASSAGE TO FOR/I.' WRANGEL.

The voyage from Nanaimo to Wrangel was exceedingly pleasant.
The gulfs and sounds, not rough at tllis season, are connected by the
straits and passes that seem like a succession of beautiful ri\·ers. A wall
.of magnificent mountains, often from 2,000 to 3,000 feet iu height, rises
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on the right and left, covered with trees, and snow-crowned; cascades
dropping hundreds of feet; streams coursing like silYer tllreads down
the mountain-sides; snow-slides and an occasional glacier; every such
natural feature tllat travelers go far to see, here meets and delights the
eye. Notwithstanding official reports and conversations with officers
and voyagers to Alaska, I never before realized the fact of this beautiful, slleltered, and comparatively safe inland passage from Fort Towusenrl or any part of Puget Sound to Sitka. It is apparently not nearly
as dangerous as the rapids of the Columbia, over which the steamers
of the Oregon Steam Navigation Company are passing ever.v day. But
it requires steady care, s~lCh as is exercised by our indefatigable Captain
Hayes and his pilot, Uaptain Hicks, to know when, where, and how to
pass the swift currents of the several narrows.
INSPECTION OF FORT

WRA.NGEL-SETTLEME~1'

WITH S'l'ICKEEN IN-

DI.A.NS.

By 2~ p.m., Tuesuay, June 8, we were at anchor near Fort Wrangel
I first made a thorough inspection of the detachment and post. Lieut.
John A. Lundeen, Fourth Artillery, is in command. He had with him
Lieut. :.M. 1\L Macomb, Fourth Artillery, and twelve enlisted men. The
stockade and buildings appeared iu a fair state of preservation, and the
condition and discipline of the command good. The garrison being
small, he rents and occupies only a part of the stockade inclosure, so
that be is necessarily more or less exposed to annoyance from people
who are not connected with the Army. He reports sucoessful attempts
to manufacture strong drinks for sale to Indians and others near by,
which, as yet, he has not had the facilities to reach and hinder. I authorized him to employ a canoe for this work, when the distance rendered
it pr~cticable. 1\fajor Campbell's vigorous administration has already
had an evident effect in this part of Alaska to check and almost prevent the illegal traffic in spirituous liquors. As soon as the inspection
was over, the Indians from the "ranches" (as their long rows of houses
in plain sight are called) came with dejected looks to interview me.
They fortunately had a prime interpreter, in 1\fr. Alexander Choquette,.
who speaks English and the Stickeen (Thlinket tongue) with equal readiness. The complaint was that we had taken away their chief, Fernandeste, by force; that our people (the accused prisoners, no doubt.) had
so frightened him as to the consequences of his detention and journey
to Portland, that in terror be took his life; that his immediate relations
were worried almost to madness by the sneers and gibes of other Indians, wlw said they were cowards because they did not ha,·e their "revenge·" or "settlement."
I learned that under the influence of this passion and drink, an attempt had been made more than once to kill a white man, and that the
promise of a" settlement" by me was what the Inuians rested in. Now
that I had come, tlley thought I would make it all right. They madeseveral urgent requests, but finally settled on the condition of a "potlatch" of 10~ blankets and the dead body of Fernandeste. Having
already obtained the permission of the Secretary of"'... ar for the issue
of blankets, and having tlle body of Fernandeste with us, (it having
been disinterred at Astoria and pnt on board,) I deemed it the wisest
plan to yield to their fervent entreaty, and gave the blankets and body.
The whole appearance of the Stickeens changed. That night they gave
us a characteristic dance of satisfaction, depicting in their rude way the
departure, tlle suicide, and return of Fernandiste, our visit, and the
settlement.
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STICKEEN-CUSTO)I-HO"GSE; l'l'S LOO..lTIOXDOUBT-GLACIERS, ETC.

TIOUXD.A.RY·Ll~E I~

The next day, by the courtesy of Captain Irving, the owner of the
small river-steamer Glenora, having- :arranged to pay merely the extra
expense of fuel, l took onr party np tbe Stickecu Hiver as far as the
boundary between our territory aml British Columbia. Ko building is
yet erected for the custom-house. The place for the English customhouse officers' tents is supposed to be selected within the British line.
Some of our shrewd frontiersmen say that it is not ten marine leagues
from the sea, as it should be, there being really doubt as to the summit
<>f the coast-range of mountains. I took a copy of the statement of the
boundary-line as published in an English journal. ·(See paper attached,
marked "A.") It seems now to an obserYer of little consequence among
these rough mountains where the exact line of division really is; but
rem em bering the trouble the settlement of the ehauuel question gave
us at Yaneouver Is1and, I deem it of sufficient importance to recommend that the attention of the proper Depart,men t be called to the existing doubt not plainly settled by the trea.t5·, that tlle line may be definitely fixed.
I obtained from a ciYil engineer, l\1:r. Wright, who journeyed with us
up the river and guided us to the immense glacier and to the bot springs
a few miles above the boundary, a recent sketch of the Stickeen River.
drawn by himself, (copy attached, marked '~ B ;"*) also an excellent
topographical map, quite in detail, of British Columbia. The largest of
the two glaciers that we saw appears about two and one-half miles in
breadth, and is said to extend twenty-five or thirty miles back. It is
evidently moving slowly toward the Stiekeen, with its immense pile of
ile)ris of gravel, blocks of granite, and crushed rocks of all kinds along
its front. The hot springs form a short confluent of the Stickeen; two
miles above and on the opposite side of the river. They do not differ
from other springs I have \isited, except in the great abundance of the
tlow and in the great heat; the water being so hot as to scald the hand,
at the sonrces.
SITKA.-INSPECTIO~-REP A.lRS-IIOSPIT.A.L.

We were back at vVrangel by 6 p.m., and were soon on tlte way to
Sitka, by the outside. Here was the only part of the entire passage
where there were any symptoms of sea-sickness among the l)aRseugers.
\Ve came to our anchorage at Sitka Thursday evening, June 10. At 9
a. m., Friday, I made my inspection. As every inspection has shown,
the command was in fine condition. Many of the buildings, from long
use, need repairs, but their police was excellent. The guard-house has
been thoroughly renovated, the cells re-arranged and fixed for light and
ventilation; it is the best, considered in all respects, that I have seen
in this Department. I authorized some repairs and changes that were
so urgent as to demand immediate attention; for example, the repair
and extension of the stockade. As it appeared at my inspection, there
was no real separation between the commanding officer's quarters and
the Indian village. This was the cause of constant danger and annoyance, which will be prevented by the proposed stockade extension.
Several of the buildings show rapid signs of decay. The flooring of the
rampart surrounding the castle is so rotten that it is dangerous to step
upon. The hospital-building is at an inconvenient distance from the
"Indosure marked" B" not received at headquarters Military DiYisiou Pacific, beadquarters of the Army, nor in A.djntaut-General's Office.
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garrison, and. the commanding officer urges a change to a building inside. I authorized the change, and suggested to Major Campbell, acting
as Indian agent, to use-the other building vacated for general asylum
and hospital purposes. Since then, the protest of the medical department has been so strong, on sanitary grounds, that I have suspended
the change till the subject can be again fairly considered.
COlVIPLAINTS.

HaYing been troubled by numerous newspaper charges concerning
the present management of affairs at Sitka, I deemed it best to give
those who are called citizens, consisting of Russians, Aleuts, halfbreeds, American and foreign traders now residing in the town, the opportunity to see me apart from the officers of the garrison.
In keeping with this purpose, I met them by appointment at the
house of the United States collector, Mr. Berry. Mr. Berry kindly
briefed the complaints, which I subsequently carefp.lly considered and.
actAd upon, as will be seen by the memoranda attached, marked '' 0."
(NOTE.-The paper marked "C," as received at the Adjutant-General's Office, appears to be a duplicate of "A." The mistake probably
occurred at department or division headquarters.)
POLICE REGULATIONS-GENERAL HOSPITAL-POWERS OF ACTING IN·
DIAN AGENT.

The complaints did not prove to be of much importance; certainly
not very grievous. To remedy the real ills of the complainants, wost
of whom are indigent people, I advised J.\:iajor Campbell to introduce a
few police regulations; esta.blish a general hospital, and raise a small
revenue, just sufficient to meet the necessities, and detail one of his
humane officers to act in the capacity of a police judge. I did not
order these things, because, as military commander, I wished to asRume
no doubtful powers, but am confident that the law under which .1\'Iajor
Uampbell will ~xercise jurisdiction as Indian agent, in an Indian country, will warrant his doing everything that humanity requires for the
relief of a community, thus far, suffering from being within the limits
of the United States, and yet absolutely without law.
GE~ERAL HALLECK'S INS'fRUCTIONS-JUDGE DEA.DY'S DECISHJN-LEG·

ISL.A.TION RECOM}IE:NDED.

The instruction from General Halleck, and transmitted from one
commanding officer to another, did imply that the military government
should be extended to the Alaska people till Congress should otherwise
provide; but the late decision of the Hon. Judge Deady, United States
district court, limiting military jurisdiction to the execution of the
liquor-law, makes it necessary to be exceedingly cautious. I wish t9
renew my earnest recommendation that, by proper and speedy legisla·
tion, Alaska be attached as a conuty to \Vashington Territory, or in
some other way be furnished with sueh -a government as the treaty with
Hussia, in the transfer, plainly contemplated.
MINES AND TIMBER.

'Vith a few gentlemen, I spent Saturday, June 12, in moving around
and exploring Baranoff Island to the point where the road from the different mines emerges at the landing, distant, perhaps, twenty miles from
Sitka. We ascended the mountain (for here it is nothing else but a
wooded mountain) three miles. The first mine had been opened and a
considerable qnantity of rock thrown out, but was not now worked.
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The second. one, Stewart's, lJelonging to the Alaska Gold l\Iiuing Company, half a mile higher up, preseuted about tlte same condition; no
one at work. There were e-vidences of a fair yielJ of silver and gold in
several specimens that I examined. Some oue or two miles farther up
the mountain our party met half a dozen Sitka Indians carrying bags
of quartz upon their lJ~teks down the fearful road from the upper or
Francis mine. I was struck with tile ease with which these muscular
Indians carried euormons loads of broken stone~ loads I could hardly
lift from the ground. The mountain was covered with timber, hemlock,
fir, and cedar, tile hemlock prevailing.
A log building had been constructed at tile second mine, (Stewart's,)
of the celebrate1l Alaska cedar, of large size; yet here this timber was
not very abundant. Tile ground en ro~tte was springy for the most part,
covered with a soft soil, coated with mosses; at intervals in the ascent
a shel ,~ing or slaty rock appeared. The trees, for the most part, are large
and very high, often reaching two hundred feet, and the pathway obstructed by decaying logs of vast proportions, sometimes eight or ten
feet through, crossed by steps cut in their sides. We traversed Silver
Bay on our return; a water, narrow like a ri-ver, hemmed in by mountainou8 islands, and remarkable for its quiet surface, very clearly mirroring the rugged and lofty shores in its depths. The few glimpses at
the islands here showed me how difficult a matter it is to prospect the
country, but convinced me that, in time, patient exploring and prospecting would show more abundant mineral resources than the present
few openings, made with so much labor and expense, lead those interested to believe to be in existance.
l\IORALITY AT SITKA-CIVILIANS-INDIANS.

Sunday, June 13, in the morning, I attended the Russian religious
service, conducted according to the ritual of the Greek Church. The
cathedral is undergoing repairs, so that the morning service was held
at smaller rooms. at the priest's house. The ceremonial is impressive;
men, women, and children stand or kneel during the exercises; little
boys help in the singing. as in Catholic and some Bpiscopal churches;
all attendants, perhaps one hundred people, mostly those who speak the
Russian tongue, were neatly dressed and devoted in worship. I wish
I could report that the morality of the priest and people was equal to
their devotion. HeiR reported frequently for drunkenness, and among
the people (perhaps not the worshipers) licentiousness, with dreadful
consequences, prevails. There is no minister for the Lutheran chapel?
a lay service was improvised at 11 a. m., of song, reading the Scriptures,
and speaking, well attended by the garrisou. In the evening, by ~pecial
appointment, I addressed the people ; the house was full ; a portion of
my remarks were translated into the Russian language. I tried to show
a depre:;sed people what I believetl to be a sovereign remedy, that they
themselves could apply, for the ills that afflicted them; but I conld not
fail to see that our Government has not carried out in good faith the
treaty stipulations made at the time of the purchase of tlle Territory.
Good civil government, as well as religious and secular teaching, is
nowhere in heathendom more needed than in Alaska; and yet up to the
present there is none.
At 2 o'clock p. m. I met the Indians aud had an interview with the
chiefs and people. ~itka Jack was absent. Tie controls, at least, ouehalf of the households, (in each house there are usually a family and
branches, sometimes numbering twenty or thirty people.) Anahootz,
the chief who governs the rest, spoke at the meeting for the whole. He
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1irst suumitsllis recommen<lations from prominent officers, Hnssian and
American, of sea an<l land. He is supported on right and left by an
adopted father and a wealthy young Indian. Anahootz said, in substance:
"Ever since GenP:r<tl ,J. C. Davis came here I have tried to live on
terms of peace and good-will witll the whites; nine of my people have
been killed or wounded by white men long ago; no·w I have the best of
feelings; recognize the f;;tet that the present 'Boston T.vce' (commanding officer) was not responsible for the acts of those before him." (The
first whites seen among tlle coast Indians were from Boston. They call
all whites "Boston" men or women.) ''No troul>les now, for :Major
Campbell had a just way of punishing the Indians. :M y people never
bad trouble witll the Russian authorities; but there had been difficulty
under the :fise predecessors of l\Iajor Campbell; now surely the Indians
bad no cause of complaint. They do have har<l feelings •against some
of the store-keepers here, who treat them like dogs. Tbe price the Indians received for cutting wood was better when it sold for $5 than
now, when it SP.lls for $ 3. They are paid for labor with a little bardtack or tlour; and if they complain are kicked from the stores." Anabootz does not think his Indians go to British territory for blankf'ts, but
spend most of their money here at Sitka. Indians from other places
~ertainly did this.
"I object. to payments in trade. l\fy people are just
beginning to arrive at what I have long desired: amity with the whites
and with each other, under the protection of a good cllief. I have Lad
many battles in maintenance of this, and my people are just beginning
to see tbat I am right." I spo!m to him of the education of his children.
as the best means of inducing mutual understanding, and of diffusing
knowledge of our ways, and advised him to lay the subject before his
people. He approves; bas ''spent sleepless nights thinking for the interest of his people. vVants a good teacher; will build him a schoolhouse. A teacher once came, but did not stay." Then I addressed all
the Indians, urging education and industry, and co-operation with their
good chief. They heartily as8ented; hoped the traders would give
them better pay, that they might be better dressed next time I came.
Here, as elsewhere, the Indians seemed to have abundance of food ;
they paint their faces (in part or in full) black, making them present
often a hideous appearance. They seem generally well-disposed, and
are learning to surrender the idea of revenge for the death of a friend.
One prominent Indian (a hereditary chief, Anheka by name) brought
me Major Tidball's written statement, tllat though his relative had been
killed, he bad acted rightly in the matter, and abstained from acts of
revenge. People report that these people have no idea of chastity. I
doubt the statement. It is as fair to infer from the practice of some
white men here, that they have no just ideas of chastity. Surely they
have not improved the Indians by their precept or their practice, though
of course they know that adultery is forbidden by civil and divine law.
The Indians seem gladly to conform to the marriage-law in the British
territory, on Paget Sound, and in many other places, where they get a
decent example .
. VISITS TO SEVERAL INDIAN TRIBES-THE ICOUTZ~OUS-AD}'!IRALTY
ISLAND-LAND, HOUSES, ETC.

Tuesday morning, June 1±, the court-martial having a<ljourned, we
proceeded northward by the steamer California, passing through Peril
Straits. Here, as farther south, are narrow and deep passages of water
H. Ex. 83--10
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:fhtnked by high, sno,v-crowned hills, coYereu \dth rocks and trees, and
frequent cascades. \Ye stop at the Koutznous Bay, row a small boat
around a point four miles to the north, along Admiralty Island; in a,
pleasant little nook we come upon the Indian village. llere the island is
comparatively low, has some open, cnltiYated laud; potatoes are plant·
ed here like the celery in eastern gardens, and are said to do well ; so
also they may obtain a fair c:op of tnrnjps, cabbages, beets, and parsuips. Tlle cleared land, not otherwise occupied, had on it good grass.
Tllis island is the one General Da-vis speaks of as better located for a
·post than Sitka. The Indians were like those at Sitka; seemed to be
hearty and fat, living in the same sort of houses as the coast Indians
generally in this northern country. The lwuses have a pitched roof,
quit~ broad and flattisb, one door under the gable, (of different shapes
in different houses,) just big enough to crawl through. You generally
ascend to it by a few steps. The frame is of very large beams, and the
planking is always of large and thick material. I measured single
planks four feet broad and six inches thick an<.l sixty feet long. The
houses, I judge, are generally sixty feet along the front, and eighty feet
back. In the best of these there is a brick or paved square for hearth
and fire, at the center, under an opening in the roof; around this square,
a few feet back, a nice bapquet terminated inward by a handsome single
plank standing on edge, of three feet in breadth. This plank is often
carved and colored, looking like the inside of the canoes. On the top of
the banquet are usnal1y a few small sleeping-rooms. 0\er the fire you
notice pots, kettles, poles with salmon drying and smoking; skins~ furs
of differ~nt kinds, are thrown upon or _against the banquet. I saw,
too, cnrioi.1s square casks, water-proof, for the fish-oil; and well-made
water-tight trunks, that the Indians use in their canoes on long voyages.
In one house we obserYed a very large-~·dzed. Indian, with finely-shaped
head and bigh forehead. He was wounded in an Inuian skirmish some
years ago. His leg was fixed straight by props; his knee swollen to
perhaps three times its natural size; his toe-nails, uncut, had grown long
and pointed. He lay there on the floor with great pati.ence. His wife
seemed ill, and was moaning, apparently with great pain, at the door of
a banquet-room.
The Koutznous treated us with much kinu1y attention, and told us
they did not want Sullivan and his partner, \vllo lived near by and ran
a small schooner in and out, with liquor, to stay there. One woman
and one man took their part, and chided the other Indians for telling
us. These traders understand the game of getting them partially drunk
in order to buy their furs, oil, &c., cheap. Sullivan, who is a decrepit
old man, lost his partner by sickness and death before our return; aud
:Major Campbell thinks Sullivan is too old and weak to do much more
mischief. Thus far, attempts to catch him at bis illicit trade have not
been successful.
TilE CTIILCATS-SITKA·JACK-)IETEOROLITE-INDIANS FRO~f THE I:N~l'ERIOR OF ALASKA.

\Yednesday, the 16th, at daylight, we are anchored at the mouth of
the Chileat River. The strong, cold \vind lashes up the waves, and .
eYerythiug appears wild and drear:r. The Indians (Chilcats) are paddling arouud the steamer. They appear thin in flesh, but Yery tough
and hardy; not so well c1a<1 as those at Sitka. In other respects·, in
language, size, and features, like them. Here Sitka-Jack, of whom I
have spoken, with his canoe tlwroughly manuetl with paddles, and c:ury-
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ing a United States flag in the stern, comes up to us in style, and be is
welcomed on board the California. He pilots our row-boat over the fiats
to tlle small Indian village four miles up the river; tells us that thP. main
Ohilcat ranches are some sixteen or eighteen miles farther up. The village we visit is under the shelter of an immense mountain. It is so similar to tlle Koutznous that I will not further notice it. Here I met an
Indian woman from the interior. She said, and others confirmed it,
that two days' rowing and walking brought them to a level and open
country; that the Indians, speaking a different tongue from the Thlin-.
ket, (the Sitka language:) were very numerous there. We found here
an enormous meteorolite, and tried to get it for the Smithsonian, but
some prospector, now up the Qhilcat, bad engaged it, and the Indians
were keeping it for him.
A WKS--THE CAOIIE.
~aving passed in the night from Lynn's canal southward and to the
cast into the Stephens passage, I find myself, at 4 a. m., in sight of another Indian town. Clwquette, the interpreter, and I start in a ship's
boat for the town, skirting a rough, wooded shore to our left. Suddenly
a small dog appears, barking and moaning; judging from this circumstance, I concluded the Indians bad left. Going on shore we found the
dog, poor, almost starving, watching an Indian cache in the edge of a
wood. Afterward meeting a boat-load of these Indians, (the Awks,)
they told us there was not a single person in the town-all bad gone off
hunting and fishing with their canoes and temporary shelters..
'fhe cache was made of logs, in a place not likely to be noticed ; on
top, certain curious racks were lying. These, Choquette says, the Indians use for making sugar.
vVhen we are again on board, the steamer starts for the Tacon River,
and. reaches its mouth in a few hours. The Tacons are so like tb.e other
Indians in everything, that a separate notice is not necessary. The
most of the tribe live up the Tacon, but have a small village at its
mouth. We had here a pleasant example of a very old Indian, blind
and feeble with age, being tenderly cared for by his children or grandchildren. Choquette says this kindness is not usual among these Indians.

SU::\IDU::.\fS-ICEBERGS-GL A.CIERS.

We next pass the Sumdums. Just after noon we begin to encounter
icebergs, \ery blue, some apparently as large as the ship. Several remarkable glaciers are working their slow way between the biBs toward
the strait; one glacier near the Sumdums is immense; extends from
top of a mountain 2,500 feet high, to the foot; two or three hundred
yards broad and narrowing near the base. The Sumdums live near it.
The young chief, Foustchou, meets our boat at a half-way island. He
is pleased that I get into his canoe and return to steamer, beating the
steame1·'s lloat. After an interview, he asks for a "paper" for himself
aud. the old chief Harteshawk, who was left at the village. I give him
one; Choquette reading its contents to him, in substance, that I bad
met him, putting in a strong word against the liquor-trade with his
people, and some other sentiment desirable to leave with them. Thi~
was done with each chief. They esteem thes·e ''papers" Lighly, and
I think, when they know tlle contents, they are influenced coustautly by
them.
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PRINCE FREDERICK SOUND.

·Perhaps two hours before the sun touched the horizon, this 17th of
June, ·we find ourseh~es in Prince Frederick's Sound. It may be twenty
miles wide, shores irregular, calm and smooth as a mill-pond; mountains rising in the distance, of difl'eren t shapes, like ghosts; glaciers, in
the uimness and evening light, look like the mists and foam of Niagara.
The islands and nearer shores are as clearly defined below the water as
above. The steamer moves noiselessly toward Prevontet Island, whose
distance is four times what it seems. The whole scene is indescribably
grand and beautiful. Captain Hays thinks of the centennial anniversary of Bunker Hill; loads his only cannon stoutly, anu fires-dipping
his flag. The echo is remarkably loud and prolonged.

i!

THE CAKES-DIFFICULTY CO:MPLETEL Y SETTLED •

I

.At 10 p.m. we pass, to our left., into a snug little bay named Saganaw.
The Cakes, who liYe near at band, bad undertaken to revenge themselves
for the killing of some of their number by the sad mistake of the officers
of an armed vessel visiting the bay. The "avengers" were demanded
of the tribe, and not being uelivered, a gunboat was sent, and their
village was destroyed. Either from timidity or hostility, these Oakes
had kept aloof from our people ever since. Such is the story told me
by the interpreter. .As soon as we were at anchor, a Sitka Indian
and child appeared in a canoe; by him I send for the chief; be soon appears and comes on board the steamer. He explains why he did not visit
Major Campbell; he was warned against it by a Sitka woman; feared we
were against him still, and that be would not be kindly treated; the next
time be visited Sitka be would surely report himself to the commanding officer. This chief, a young man, was well dressed, and behaved
with dignity, and showed good sense, and I beiieve has good intentions.
The Cakes, such as we saw, appeared well, were pretty well clad and
fed. I have not given the numbers of the different tribes, having no
means of verifying those already on reconl. I have assumed their correctness. Some of the villages do not seem to have nearly as many as
when the record was made.
FORT TOUGASS.

During the night we returned to Koutznous and left Major Campbell,
the little steamer Rose meeting us to take him back to Sitka. \Ve now
turn homeward, touching at Shakan and Wrangel. At Fort Tougass it
was not safe to anchor in the narrow stream, so that we moved past
slowly, that I might see the situation. The Indians communicated with
us b,v canoes. A small tribe, not more than one hundred and thirty,
live here, near the beach. Chief's name is Yah-Shute. A custom-house
officer liYes at the old fort.
CONCERNING PORTIONS OF ALASKA NOT VISITED-EX'l'RACTS FRO:;.'II
MAJOR CAMPBELL'S REPORTS-FIRE-ARMS, LIQUOR, ETC.

Before closing my report I will present certain complaints and reports that have reached me, where there appears to have been improper administration or a "violation of law." Major Campbell has
frequently reported that, through the "Alaska Commercial Company,"
arms of tlle modern type are being distributed to the Indians. He says,
iu report of July 17, just received:
With what are known as Hudson Bay muskets the Indians are comparatively harmless.
~
*
"
It will be a very difi'erent tlling, however, if they succeed in
arming them Eel ves with modern arms of pr€cision and power. They artJ much more
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intelligent than the Indians of the plains; good marksmen, and throughout the coast
are united by a class or caste of warriors called Koch-won-tons. This will enable them
to concentrate in vast numbers.

After speaking of President Johnson's countermanding his executive
order of August 2, 1868, by another of February ~0, 1869, he continues
The result is that arms and ammunition are shipped to Kodiack and Unalaska, of
any kind and in any quantity, and from there distributed among the various tradingposts of the Alaska Commercial Company, to Le disposed of as they see fit.

I approve Maj. J. B. Campbell's suggestion, that if not practicable or
expedient to compel the arms to be landed at Sitka; that the parties be
required to apply for permission to ship through him or some other
superior military authority. Other communications go to show that the
breech-loading nrms haYe reached even the Sitka Indians from the
sources named.
REPORTS OF A CAPTAIN-'l'IIE MEASLES-LIQUOR MANUFACTURED.A.Ri\IS SOLD.
~Iajor

Campbell, in a letter of July 10, says:

A schooner arrived here the 1st of the month, from Kodiack. From the captain, wl10 is
a very well known and intelligent man, named Howard, and from Mr. She!:tran, ex-deputy
collector at Saint Paul, Kodiack, I learned that the measles had been very badly epidemic
there; 515 natives and creoles died of the disease last winter. They tell me a liquor
called'' quass," made of hops, potatoes, sugar, and flour, is very extensively made in
that locality. It is said to l.le very intoxicating. * "' " * Mr. Sherman tells me
that $250,000 worth of furs (valuation there) are annually shipped from Kodiack, which
is the fur-depot for the coast, from Sea-Ott-:r Rocks and Onja Island to Neutchuck. He
tells n:e he knew extensive distilling carried on at Ilyanna and Saint Nicholas; and
that all whalers carry liquors to trade to the natives. He also says, a man named Redfield runs a bark from San Francisco to Petropuluski, on the Asiatic side of Behring
Sea, in conjnnction with a man in San Frau cisco, that carries liquor almost exclusively.
They clear for the Asiatic port, and then run across to this side with the liquor. He
tells me that the ships of the Alaska Commerc.ial Company clea.r direct for Unalaska
and Saint Paul Island; that vast quantities of superior arms of all kinds are shipped
in their vessels, bonded only not to land on the fur-seal islands of Saint Paul and Saint
George; that they are landed at Unalaska, and thence distributed throughout Upper
Alaska by means of the company's agencies and ports. The two members of the Icelandic commission that remained at Kodiack to observe the winter climate were passengers on the steamer for San Francisco. They told me that the country suited their
people better than any other part of America they had seen; said Kodiack was a fine
cattle-raising or sheep country; that herd-grass or timothy grows there luxuriantly,
and is indigenous. * * * I concluded, from my conversation with them and others
on the schooner, that these people have been discouraged to the full extent of the fur
company'l:l ability.

:Major Campbell urges that immigration thither be facilitated, saying:
Alaska will long be a source of trouble and expense to the General Government, until
a sufficient number of industrious and honest people become inhabitants to enable
them to form a government and take a permanent interest in the good order and welfare of society.
COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE ALASKA FUR COl.\-IPANY.

A citizen of long standing on this coast writes me:
That the fur company who have leased the seal business from the United States Government make millions of profit; and that their operations are concealed as much as
possible; that vastly greater numbers are killed annually, more than their agreement
allows, and that large amounts of hush-money are paid to keep the matter quiet.

In addition to this private letter and official report, I bad, while in
Alaska, a pamphlet put into my hands entitled ''A history of the wrongs
of Alaska." Deeming the subject of such great importance as to need a
thorough investigation of the proper authorities, and that even complaints might become of official cognizance, I attach a copy to this re"
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port. Of course I have not the means of judging of the truth or falsity
of most of the statements therein contained; but do believe it to be a
mistake, and a dangerous precedent, on the part of our Government, to
give into t.he hands of any comp.a ny, however benevolent in its intentions, so vast a monopoly. The subject comes to me directly in the performance of m.v military duty in the execution of laws and inRtrnctions
concerning ardent spirits, th~ sale of arms to Indians, and other .police
measures.
After leaving Fort Tougass, the Rteamer anchored, about 10 a. m.,
(Sunday, June 20,) in the vicinity of Fort Simpson, B. U. All on board
had the opportunity of going on shore and attending the service held
with the Indians by the Rev. lVIr. Crosby. The Indians here speak a
different language, but are in other respects like those we had visited,
in complexion, size, manner of building houses, aiHl nature of subsistence. The noticeable contrast between these Indians, men, women,
and children, and the others, was the c1ean1iness and order everywhere
apparent. The whole population flocked to church, neatly dressed, and
engaged in the services almost with unanimity.
The marriage relation is respected; fighting and drunkenn~ss of rare
occurrence; and all in consequence of simple and faithful teaching by
the missionar,y here, and the missionary who has reached them indirectly from Mitlicatah, which is located eighteen miles south.
As t)le military authority is now held responsible for Indian affairs
in Alaska, I have thought it best to make a full statement of my observations, with the hope that speedy legislation may be had to give to
our Indians there, as well as others, alread,y said to be in advance of
others in point of intelligence, certainl,v as good opportnnities in the
way of government anrl instruction as those have in contiguons British
territory.
We reached the dock at Portland Friday evening, the 25th of June.
As I have already made a verbal report, and General Schofield has acceded to my recommendations of a military nature, I will not repeat.
I propose to ern brace-an account of my visit to Fort Klamath, tlle lavabeds and vicinity, in my annual report.
Very respectfully, your obedient sen-ant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Brigadier- General Commanding.
ASSISTANT-AD.JU1'AN1' GENERAL,
HEADQUARTERS M -I LITARY DIVISION OF 1'HE PACIFIC,

San Francisco, California.
[Inclosure marked "A.." J
T~e Nm·th1ccst Bounila?'IJ.
The discoYery of Cassiar has renderAd the following information of vn,Jue to t.h e government ::tll(l people oft his province. Its publication at this p eriod will probably pre. vent much apprehension aml suspense on all sides.
Convention for t.he CPssion of Rnsl"ian possessions in North America to tb e V'nited
States; conclnded March 30, 1867. Ratification exchanged June 20, 11'3 67. Proclaimed J nne 20, 1867.
ARTICLE I. His Majesty the Emperor of all the Rnssi.a s agrees to cede to the United
States by this convention, immediately upon the ratification thereof, all the territory
and dominions now possessed by His Majesty on the continent of America and in the
adjacent islands, the same being contained within the geographical limits herein set
forth, to wit:
The eastern limit is the line of demarkation between the British posRessions in North
America as est.ablished hy the cmwention betw een Rn ssia and Great Britain, of Pebru-
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ary 25-16, 1825, and tlescribed in article 3d and 4th of said convention in the following
terms: Commencing from the southernmost point of the island called the Prince of
'Vales Island, which point lies in the parallel of 54 dPgrees 40 minutes north latitude,
and between the one hundred and thirty-first and one hundred and thirty-thircl degrees
of west longitude, (meridian of Greenwich,) the said line shall ascend to the north
along the channel called the Portland Channel as far as the point of the' continent
where it strikes the 56th dt>gree of north latitude. From this last-mentioned point the
line of demarkation shall follow the snmmit of the mountains situated parallel to the
coast as far as the point of intersection of the 14-lst degree of west long1tude, (of the
same meridian,) and finally, from the said point of intersection, the said meridian line
.of the 141st degree, in its prolongati'm as fa,r as the "Frozen Ocean."
4th. With reference to the line of demarkation laid down in the preceding articles, it
is understood: 1st. That the island called the Prince of \Vales Island shall belong
wholly to Russia, (now, by this cession, to the United States.) 2d. That whenever
the summit of the mountains which extend in a dnection parallel to the coast from
the 55th degree of north l~titude to the point of intersection of the 141st degree of
west longitude shall prove to be at the distance of more than ten marine leagues from
the ocean, the limit between the British possessions and the liue of coast which is to
belong to Russia, as above mentioned, (that. is to say, the limit to the possessions ceded
by this convention,) shall be formed by a line parallel to the rounding of the coast, and
which shall never exceed the dii:ltance of teu marine leaD;ues therefrom.
OFFICE OF ALASKA C0:\1:\IET:CIAL CO:\IPA~Y,

So. 310 Sansouci Strett, San Fmndsco, August 11, 1875.
Col. H. CLAY Woon,
.d . .d. G. Dept. Columbia, Portland, Oregon:
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the recPipt of yonr letter of the 4th instant,
with inclosures, and on behalf of the company I beg to express our thanks for the
conrtesy of answering the inquiries made by us.
I take the liberty of inclosing herewith an application made to Captain Campbell, commanding at Sitka, for license, authorizing the company to continue its business at the
place named therein, which I have to request you to subject. to the examination of the
general commanding the department, and, if found correct by him, and necessary to
be made, I will thank you to forward it to its proper destination. It is supposed that
the license meutioned in paragraph 3, of order ~o, Sitka, July 12, 1875, is requisite in
order that the company may continue its business, although that portion of your letter
which says that ''so long as the company and its agents and employes strictly comply
with the provisions of the acts of Congress and the military onlers relative to Alaska
trade, the company will not be interfered with by military commanders," &c., &c.
might with some propriety l;le regarded as a sufficient license. ·we do not suppose,
however, that it was so intended; that it was meant rather to admonish the company
that its business interests and trade are subject to the searching scrutiny and impartial
supervision of the military authority. In this connection I beg to assure the general
commanding tbat to all this the company makes no objectiou, but, on the contrary, rejoices that the new 1't!gime has been esta.blished.
'Vhen the general commauding comes to know that chiefly through the efforts of the
managers of this company the act of March 3, 1873, was passeil, which has made Alaska
Indian country and brought it under military control, he will begin. to appreciate th~
motive of the company and the struggle which it has maintained singly and without
substantial aid from the Government to prevent the utter destruction alike of trade and
Indians in Alaska by the traffic in spirituous l!quors. In that part of Alaska where
the company carries on its business it has been the only 'barrier to the nefarious and
murderous traffic in whisky with the Indians, and much of the abuse and misrepresentation of tbis company, which has found its utterance in the· public prints and
anonymous pamphlets, has originated with the disappointed and thwarted liquortraders in Alaska and their confederates in San Francisco.
This company has been, now is, and will continue to be, the vigilant and relentless
and uncompromising enemy to the liquor-traffic in Alaska, and all its agencies and connections, ancl we are glad to know that the power of the GoYernment, through its most·
reliable and effective Department, (for such pnrpose,) is to be exerted to protect the
people of Alaska from the great eneUty of the Indian race.
Very respectfully, yours,
JOHN F. MILLER,
Prcsi lent .Alaska Commercial Uom1, a."'y.
Official copy resp ectfully fnrnishetl the ass.ista.nt adjutant-general Military DiYision
.of the Pacific, to accompany my report of Yisit to Alaska Territory. clatNl .Tm1A ~0, 11:!75.
0. 0. HOWARD,
B.··iqadicr-General Uommanding.
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HK\DQUARTERS l\IILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC,

San FranciBo, AuguBt 23, 1875.
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General, (throngh headquarters of theArmy,) in connection with General Howard's report of June 30, 1875, referred to within, forwarded from these headquarters August 21, lo75.
J. l\1. SCHOFIELD,
Majo1·-General, U.S. A.
A HISTORY OF THE WRORGS OF ALASKA.-AN APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE
AND PRESS OF AMERICA.
[Printed by oruer of the Anti-:\fonopoly Association of the Pacific coast, February, 1875.]
AN APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE AND PRESS OF AMERICA.
SAX FRANCISCO, January, 1875.
Inasmuch as the hope of receiving redress of the Government has hitherto been disappointed, and all appeals to the same which have been made during the last six
years in behalf of the cause, in which we now raise our voice again, have heen left
unheeded; and a flagrant stain on the honor of our free country, which could be wiped
out by one word of the Congress of the United States, is suffered to exist-a monument of
the shame of America-we now address ourselves to the people, in the heart of which love
of freedom, patriotism, and justice still live, and to its mighty voice and champion, thePress, and appeal to them to take up this cause which ought to concern every citizen
that loves his country. ·we speak of the serfdom of the civilized inhabitants of Saint
George and Saint Paul islands in Alaska, and of the fur-seal monopoly that has bee11
granted by the Government.
The wrong that has been done is so ~reat, the violation of the principles ofrepubl icanism
and the Constitution of the United ::states so flagran·t, and the corruption that has been
connected with this disgraceful affair so glaring, that were the circumstances as well
known throughout America as they are to people on the Pacific coast, it would
have been struck down long ago, and would have shared the fate of the Credit Mobilier.
We will therefore give briefly a history of the wrongs of Alaska, in which we will
strictly adhere to the truth, avoid all exaggeration, and will be just to all; and in order
that this history may be universally known, it will be sent in thousands of copies to al1
parts of the Union and to every le:;tding paper in the United States.

A HISTORY OF THE WRONGS OF ALASKA.
THE

II

RC"SSO-A:\IERICA~

CO:\IPANY.

Alaska was discovered ahout a century ago by Russian fur-hunters, who, sailing east
from the coast of Siberia, :first came upon the Aleutian Archipelago, which they took
possession of in the name of the Czar.
HaYing established themselves on these islands, and having thoroughly subjected
and christianized the docile natives, they pushed farther east, found and explored the
extensiYe coast ofthe main land, and, after many hard fights with the warlike tribes.
of these regions, established posts along tbe Behring's Sea and the North Pacific.
The Russian government had granted to these early adventurers especial rights in
regard to the countries which they had discovered for the Crown, and thus was the
foundation laid of that tremendous concern, the Russo-American Company, that held
undisputed sway over Alaska till it was purchased by the United States.
This company enjoyed, under the suffrage of the Emperor, the most positive power,
and over half a century ruled the country with an iron rod, having absolute right over
it, and everything in it, except the unexplored regions of the far interior, and the many
tribes of free savages that recognize no master. The sole object of this company was'
the fur-trade, and as it was constantly fearful that the att.ention of the Russian gov-·
ernment might be excited, it strictly forbade tbe search after minerals, allowed no enterprises except those connected with the fur-trade, stifled immediately any reports of
discoveries, permitted no outsider to remain in the country, and guarded the latter
with a jealousy equal to tbat of our Chinese neighbors. Of the imperial commi sioners who were, from time time, dispatched to this far-away piece of the Czar's dominions, several suddenly died on their way home through Siberia, while most of them
were dealt with according to the American style, that is, they returned richer and happier men, and reported eYerything as desired. Finally the government at St. Petersburg became cli'-'gusted. ancl solrl Alaska to. the Uniterl States. The insurmountable·
barrier that bad walled it in so long, fell on the clay when
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ascended that old flag-staff at Sitka, :tnd the Territory ""as thrown wide open to every
energetic individual. There now commenced a time such as had never been seen in
Alaska before; vessel after vessel, laden with merchandise, left the Golden Gate, aud
shaped its course for the new acquisitions; trading and fishing stations arose everywh ere on the coast; a fleet of gallant schooners cruised on the cod-banks; gold, copperr
and coal were discovered at many localities, and the sails of American ships whitened
every sound and bay. There was no doubt that Alaska was in a, fair way of being developed, and all those engaged in the Territory were convinced of the fact. It was
about this time when a part.y of capitalists propos«::d to stock the Alaska peninsnla with
sheep and cattle, when there wa::> a plan of establishing a settlement of New England
fishermen at Kinai, and when an eastern firm made preparations for ship-building at
Sitka.
But the people that had chanced their time and capital, and often enough their personal safety, in Alaska; that were preparing the way for civilization and development,
and fondly believed themselves under the protection of a free and just Governmentr
did not know that corruption stalked almost undisguised through the congressional
balls at Washington; that the rep1:esentatives of the people were ready for personal
gain to violate the sacred principles of our Constitution, to ignore the rights of the
people, and to pollute the fair narue of America with an indelible stain. A cloud arose
that nipped the beginning development of Alaska in the bud, and put an end to all
enterprise except the fur-trade of one rich and powerful company.
Although our space is limited, we must go a little into details to make the circumstances fully comprehensible, and to show how the ruin of Alaska was wrought.
The Russo-American Company bad at the time of the transfer the following property that bad to be disposed of: A large number of ware, store, and dwelling houses at
Sitka and Kodiac, and all their forts and stations on the islands and on the main-land;
an enormous stock of goods, representing a capital in proportion, and fleet of steamers
and sailing-vessels. All this was to be sold, and Prince MaksoutofJ former governor of Alaska and president of the company, was intrusted with the business.
He had not long to wait for a customer, for a number of Qapitalists of San Francisco
had formed themselves into a trading company and hastened to make overtures to the
Russian prince.
The concern that thus sprang into existence was the :firm of

a

HUTCHINSON, KOHL & CO.

Tuis company proposed to buy the whole property as it stood, ships, stations, and
goods, and their offer was eagerly accepted uy Maksoutof. What the arrangements
were, what price was paid, has never leaked out, but it is known that everything was
sold at a ruinons figure; that Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. cleared over $500,000 on the
transaction, and tha,t Prince Maksontof returned to Russia with a fortune. This, however, does not concern us or the publ~c, but there was immediately inaugurated a system of suppression and high-handed outrages by Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., with the
a~sistance of this Russian prince and by Federal officers which deserves our closest
attention, while a number of fraudulent transactions showed that the new and po~er
ful, but entirely unprincipled concern, was capable of any action, no matter how lawless and contemptible, to approach the object which it was aiming at, which was
nothing less than the monopolization of the entire 1erritory of Alaska.
INTlliUDATI~G

TilE NATIVES.

As soon as sai(l sale between Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. and t.he Russo-American Company had been effected, the representatives of the former and Prince Maksoutof started
on a tour along the coast of the territory, for the purpose of transferring the various
stations and the property belonging thereto. ·wherever they went, the prince, of whom
they stood in mortal fear, announced to the natives that Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. had
taken the place of the Russian Company; had the same absolute power; had complete
jurisdiction over them, and that if they would dare to trade with any other parties
they would ue pnnished in the most se>ere manner.
Placards in tbe Russian language, which made known the decree of the prince, were
lmng up at all stations, and the Aleuts and ignorant Russians were threatened with
imprisonment and corporal punishment if they would dare to break the commands.
These poor people, although they were Christians, and of average intelligence, of
course thought all this was true, especially as American officers (to tbeir shame be it
said) used their official position and authority to furthermore intimidate these natives.
and represent to them Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. in the same manner as Maksoutof and
his Russian officials had done.
The natives thus imposei upon were the civilized and Christian Aleuts and Creoles
along the coast and on the Aleutian Islands, (for the spirited savages of the interior
and the.Alexander Archipelago cared as little for the prince as they did for Brigham
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and so ~reat was the terror that the former had been inspired with, that it
was at tirst with the greatest difficulty, and at many places impossible, to induce them to
trade with other parties, or, if so, only secretly and under cover of night.
CllEATING UNCLE SAl\1.

A little ~>troke of business was also indulged in by this happy combination of tllis
princely Russian and those republican Americans, by which the Government of the
United S ates was cheated out of a large amount of, then, very valuable property. The
accounts of the Russian company being somewhat obscure to the Americans, Prince
Maksoutof claimed nearly all the Government buildings as company's property, and
delivered them to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and thus the Government had frequently
to huy back what was already its rightful property.
These tllings happened during the years 1867 and 1868. It w;.ts also about this time
that Hntchiuson, Kohl & Co.'s steamer Fideliter, which was an English vessel, was
fraudulently brought under the American flag, through tlle assistance of Collector
Dodge, at Sitka, for which she has since been confiscated by the Government.
MAKING WAR UPON ENTERPRISE.

·while Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. were thus ruling the Aleuts by false representations
:tnd tyrannical treatment, they also found means to severely annoy and often crush the
other traders and fnr companies that were also engaged in the territor.v. As the restless energies of most of these part.ies at once forbade all hope of driving them out of
the field by fair means, unfair -and corrupt ones were immediately resorted to, and it
"·as principally through the assistance of the United States revenue officers that this
was accomplished. Of course it is bard to prove that these officers were hired, but
their favoritism was so undisguised, and the rewards, which they received for their
services, so openly distributed, that there can be no doubt in this matter. 'file most
zealous revenue officials, in the interest of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., were W. S. Dodge,
collector at Sitka; Samuel Falconer, actin~-collector at Sitka, (afterward in the employ
of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co,) Mr. H. H. Mcint.vre, special agent of the Treasury Department, (now general agent of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., or the Alaska Commercial
Company;) "\Vm. Kapus, collector of Sitka, (afterwards general agent of Hutchinson,
Kohl & Co., or the Alaska Commercial Company;) General Miller, collector of San
:Francisco, (now president of the Alaska Commercial Company,) and several others.
In those days Sitka was the only port of entry in Alaska, and all vessels comin~ to
the Territory had to enter and clear at that port before they could proceed on their
voyage. There also existed a law prohibiting the introduction of liquors, arms, and
ammunition into the country, (except under severe restrictions,) making them articles
of contraband; and there had been adopted, by the Secretary of the Treasury, a great
number of special regulations in regard to Alaska, which were of the most unpractical
and conflicting nature, and seemed to have no other object than to throw obstacles in
the way of the trade.
These circumstances now affor!led the revenue-officers the most welcome opportunities to annoy whomsoever they pleased, and this they did with a vengeance.
FAVORITISM

SHOW~

TO llUTCHINSON 1 KOHL & CO.

·while Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.'s vessels left San Francisco without difficulty, came
to Sitka, entered, cleared, and departed without hinderance, without search, and
without delay, the other part.ies bad to undergo a perfect ordeal of tribulations before
they got out of the clutches of these Federal officers. At San Francisco the trouble
generally commenced, and, thanks to Collector Miller's kinrl efforts, it was connected
with nearly as much trouble to clear a vessel for Alaska as if she had been suspected
of being a pirate, intending to start on some filibustering expediti(\u,
This was, however, nothin~ compared with the annoyances that commenced when
the ships arrived at Sitka. Here they were oft.en detained for days aud weeks, without a shadow of a cause; vessels, of which there conld not be the slightest doubt that
they had, in every respect, complied with the revenue-laws, were searched from deck
to keelson; lighters were hauled alongside and every package was taken out, and then,
if nothing could be fonnd against them, t,hey were reluctantly allowed to reload their
cargoes and depart. The more anxious these parties seemed to be to reach their trading-grounds, the longer were they generally kept at Sitka, the confusing revenne regulations serving the officers as ample excuse for their arbitrary measures.
But those that got off with delays and annoyances only, fared comparatively well,
for a number of vessels were actually seized on the most fl:imsy pretext, and, in charge
of revenue-officers, sent back to San Francisco. In every case, as soon as a hearing
-could be had, these vessels were released hy the courts, but the voyages were broken
up; enterprisf?s hafl to be abandoned, and failures and ruin came over the owners and
shareholders.
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OF Tim l\IOST NOTOHIOUS CASES

is that of the ship C:t>sarowitcb, which, on l\Iarcb 24, 186G, was seized by Collector
Falconer, at Sitka, and ·w as sent back to San Francisco in charg·e of a lieutenant of the
revenue-cntter Heliance. She arrived in San Francisco April 18th; the case was
heard in the district court on April 20th, anJ. at once dismissed, and a few days later
the good ship was again on her way to· Alaska. The damage done to the owners by
this little trick was estimated by outsiders at at least $100,000, and the former commenced suit against the Government for double that amount. This little affair broke
Mr. Falconer's back; be lost his position, hut he at once received a profitable situation
with Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., as a reward for his services.
The cases of the General Harney, the steamer John L. Stephens, the Lewis Perry,
the Alaska, and other vessels, were all of a simihtr kind, and agaiust none of them
<Jould a case IJe made out.
But while Hutchinson, Kobl & Co.'o sbips went n,lways scot free, it must not be supposed tbat tbeir undisturbed holds never contained any of the contraband articles; on
the contrary, arms, ammunition, and liquor reached their stations in abundance, and
they openly flaunted in the faces of their rivals the advantages which they enjoyeJ..
Our space permits us not to refer to all cases and incidents which we have recorded
in connection with these matters, bnt we will brieft v relate one occurrence which particularly illustrates to what mem bcr of the firm of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. stooped to
injnre tbose who traded in Alaska.
In the spring- of l~Gtl the steamer Constantine, belonging to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.,
sailed from Sitka to Victoria, carrying a num!Jer of passengers and some freight, among
the latter seYerallots of furs lwlonging to traders ~tt Sitka.
\Vhen the steamer reached Plumper Pass, not far from Victoria, she struck upon a
rock and knocked a hole in her bottom, hut sustained no serious damage, as she lay in
a calm, river-like channel, high out of the water, and harl sett.led down on the reef on
an even keel and in an easy position. The pa<>senger~, some of whom were ladies, remained on IJoanl till assistance came from Victoria. The ship, too, was hauled off
after a few days, aml she was soon as good a!'! ever.
But some of the members of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., who had been on board, and
who were now in Victoria, asserted that most of the freight, and especially the skins,
which bad a value of aiJout $8,000 to $10,000, bad been lost, and, in spite of numerous
protests of the owners, asserted that nothing bad been saved. Mr. D. Schirpser, who
bad shipped a lot of fine skins, and who bad come down on the Constantine, in vain
appealecl to Captain Kohl, Mr. Hutchinson, and Mr. Boscovitch, all members of the
firm, and finally gave up all hope of recovering his property.
But one day when Mr. Scbirpser managed to get into the back yard of 1\fr. Boscovitch, who had a tobacco business at Victoria, he there discovered his casks and packages of fnrs, still having his name on them, stowed away under a shed. Mr. Schirpser
bad Mr. Hutchinson immediately arresteJ., who bad to give bonrls to the amount of
..,;10,000; but he afterward concluded to have the case brought before the courts of San
Francisco; but while be was on his way down, Boscovitch telegraphed to tho company
and they immediately settlecl with Mr. Martin, (partner of Mr. Schirpser, in San FranciRco,) who ha<l heard of the wreck, hut knew no details, for about one-quarter the
value of the Hkins, and 'vhen Mr. Schirpser himself arrived he found his wa~ to justice
eut off.
A PTIOTECTIYE ASSOCIATIOX.

The tra(1ers a11d lmsiness men who were interested in Alaska, and who were thus
beset on all sides, ann had in vain sought redress from the Government, finally joined
bands for mutual protection against the warfare that was carried on against them uy
Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., anJ. their allie3, the revenue-officers, and in H369 formed "The
Alaska Traders' Protective Association," Mr. C. J. Janson, president, whicll, on May
3d, organized, and adopted the following resolutions:
Whereas for more than a year past the commerce of Alaska, with its great natural wealth and resources, has been rrronopolizf'd by one firm, to the prt>judice of
the public interestH, and in manifest disregard and violation of the legal rigbts of the
<Jitizens of the United States, and especially of the merchants of San Francisco; and
·whereas the revenue-officers of the Federal GoYernment in .Alaska have persistently
used, and still continue to nse their power, authorit:v, and influence to assist a monop<>ly, and to crush out and drive away from that Territory all other traders; and
Whereas the saiJ. firm, possessing a monopoly, favored by t,he revenue-officers, has
been allowed to control the trade of Alaska, to the exclusion of all other traders ; and
Whereas Treasury· and custom-house regubtions, and military orders, have been
made anJ. enforced, to destroy the public trade with Alaska by burdening it with
enormous restrictions, impossible of observance, which said firm has been permitted
anrl is still allowed to utterly disregard; and
Wbereas the ships and steamers sent by merchants of San Franciseo to Alaska, for
the purpose of tra(le, have been repeatedlv snizerl. and their cargoes coHfis,~atecl, with<>Ut dne proct>~:s of la.w, and in violation of law; a:Hl
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Whereas merchants in Alaska, eugage<1 in trade, have been illegally seized, imprisoned, and their property taken from tbem for the purpose of expelling them from the
said Territory, thereby to leave the same under the control of said monopoly; and
'Whereas the corruption of Government officers in Alaska, and the ignorance of the
Government at Washington in reference to affairs in that Territory, are such that redress or protection from these quarters now seems hopeless; and
Whereas it seems impossible by individual action to exert any influence with the
Government to secure justice and break down and destroy said monopoly: Therefore,
\Ve, merchants and citizens of San Francisco, interested in the trade of Alaska, have
formed and united ourselves into au association, to he called" The Alaska Traders'
Protective Associa,tion," for the protection and enforcement of our rights in and to the
trade of said Territory.
Adopted, San Francisco, ~fay 3, 1869.
Then follows the constitution, which is of no interest.
Here the whole tale of lawlessness, violence, and corruption, that would have disgraced Mexico, is told in a few words; comment is unnecessary.
But it was to come
A GREAT DE.\.L WORSE THAN TII.AT,

aud the pnblhl were soon to find out that this concern of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.that had trampled under foot everything that bad the name of justice, fairness, and
humanity; that had been the worst enemy of the new Territory-was to b~ome the
especial favorite of the Government; that for its sake the rights of American citiMns
were to be disregarded, and that for its sake the Constitution of the Uuited States ancl
the sett,Jed policy of our country were to be Yiolatcd.
We will explain how this happened.
THE FUR-SEAL ISLANDS.

In the Behring Sea lie the two small islands Saint George and Saint P<tul, which are
inhabited each by a community of Christian and fully civilized Creoles and Aleuts. Of
all the wealth in furs that the whole immense territory of Alaska produces, these two
islands furni8h over half.; for here assemble every spring the precious fur-seals in countless numbers, haul up in immense rookeries on the sllore for breeding purposes, and
remain till late in autumn. These seals are very easily taken, as it is only necessary
to drive a number of them inland, f(,r a mile or two, and there kill them with clubs.
It was natural that, as soon as the Territory was opened to the Americans, a number
of companies should immediately dispatch their ships to these mines of wealth; and
in 18G~ we find Taylor & Bendel, Williams & Havens, Parrot & Co., Captain Morgan,
Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and others, having stations on these islands and energetically
engaged in taking skins; and, strange as it may seem, in spite of the obstacles thrown
into the way of the other parties, Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. were among the last that
arrived; which shows with what energy tlle former were possessed.
This year, 1868, was a golden one for the inhabitants of Saint George and Saint Paul;
the rival companies strove for their favor; every man, woman, and half-grown child
found the most profitable employment; and the coveted luxuries of the Americans, as
clothing and dresses, groceries, implemeuts of all kinds, ornaments, musical instruments. &c., which these parties furnished them, as well as the treatment which t.hey
received and the liberty which they eDjoyed, made their lifd happy and comfort.able.
ATTE:\fPTIXG SPECIAL

LEGISLATIO~.

But this was not to remain so long; the arch-enemies of Alaska were plotting to get
these islands into their sole possession, and how well their deeply-laid plan succeeded
has been shown by subsequent events. It became soon evident, already as early as
lt568, that Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. not only controlled the revenue-officers in Alaska
and the collector of the port of San Francisco, (who is now the president of the Alaska
Commercial Company,) but that they had also gained a great influence at Washington;
that deep games were being played in our national capital, and that the Executive and
Treasury Departments, as well as Congress, were discriminating in fa\or of said concern.
The most shrewd and wily members of the company came to Washington, backed
by unlimited funds to gorge the greedy vultures that hover around our seat of government, and immediately such shameless lobbying and intrigues were set in operation
that even the old war-horses of the lobby were astounded. As if touched by magict
we see, suddenly, a number of Senators and members of the administration assume the
championship for Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and soon it was reported that the fur-seal
islands were to be leased to them, to the exclusion of everybody else.
When the first rumor of the intended lease of said islands and their inhabitants to a
mercantile firm got abroad, it was not be'ieved that such a violation of the letter of
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law an Ll the spirit of onr free country would be attempted. People knew that they
were living in the United States of America and not in Turkey, and that a President
stood at the head. of the nation and. not the Shah of Persia. But when the infamous
scheme assumed more form, and when Senator Cole, of California, actually introduced
his villainous bill in Congress, there arose an outcry against it so loud and distinct that
any administration but that then at the helm at ·washington would have heard and
respected it.
GRXER.\L OPPOSITIOX.

Not only was the matter daily discussed by the press and universally condemned, not
only were the frauds, the corruption, and the misrule in Alaskan affairs again and again
exposed and denounced iQ. the most severe language, but all classes of citizens, especially on the Pacific coast, raised their voiee against this gigantic scheme. The Chambers of Commerce of San Francisco and several eastern cities held special sessions and
protested against it, and these, as well as the most influential merchants of San Francisco, repeatedly memorialized President Grant and Congress, and appealed to their
sense of justice, their patriotism, and. their duty.
QUOT-ATIONS TAKEN FRO:\f THE PRESS AND GEXERAL PROTESTS.

vVe will quote a few of the expressions macle in regard to this matter by California
papers. In a long article beaded "Monopolizing Alaska," in the Bulletin, January 23,
1t:l69, we fincl:
"Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., having, boweYer, secured for themselves, under a republican government, all the privilege:3 enjoyed by a company that was one of the worst
representatives of Russian serfdom," &c.
.
The Daily Herald, January 29, 1869, in speaking of Senator Cole's bill, says:
"The bill is utterly indefensible."
The Daily Morning Call, February 18, 1869, brings an article, beaded " Gigantic
scheme to monopolize the fur-trade of Alaska," from which we extract the following:
"The bill introd-uced by Mr. Cole, in the Senate of the United States, to prevent the
extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska., embodies a scheme for the wholesale
appropriation of all the resources of that region by a handful of capitalists, such as
cannot but excite public indignation."
The Bulletin, February ~5, says:
"Now, it is better that every fur-bearing seal in Alaska should be destroyed within
the next twelve months than that such a monopoly as this, proposed in Congress,
should ever be perpetuated in the new Territory."
From the Chronicle, January 29, 1869, we qnote:
"The merchants of San Francisco, whose interest wonld snffer !leverely by the successful passage of the 'monopoly bill,' have concluded to memorialize Congress against
its passage, and we have been shown tbe document, wbich bears the signatures of
many of our most prominent commercial firms."
The Alta California, January 30, 1869, after having commented upon Hutchinson,
Kohl & Co.'s doings in Alaska, continues :
''But a bolder step became necessary to protect tbem against the rest.less enterprise
of American citizens, aud accordingly they have applied to the Congress of the United
States for such a charter."
And. again, in the same article, we find :
"A proposition so monstrous bas never been made to any Congress."
And again:
•
"These wretcbed Aleuts are handed over, body and sonl, to the tender mercies of a
single, grasping firm, to have and to hold in a worse than Russian serfdom, by the
legitimate successors of the imperial monopoly which has jn!"t been routed out of its
stronghold of power by the (nominal) dawning of republicanism in the bitherto
benighted regions of the North."
And in a letter to the Bulletin, dated ·washington, March 26, 1860, we find:
•· For some time the pressure brought to bear on the Honse committee to induce
favorable action on the Senate bill has been exceedingly heavy, and the etforts of the
would-be monopolists have been of a nature so earnest and persist6nt as to excite surprise even among the habitues of the Capitol who were most accustomed to witness
displays of desperate lobbying-surprise, however, which was dissipated when the
magnitude of the coveted prize was placed in view."
While thus the press not only of California, but of the Eastern States as well, condemned this monstrous scheme, the Chamber of Commerce and the most mfiuential
citizens of San Francisco took the most active steps to prevent the passage of the
bill. A memorial to Congress was prepared by San Francisco merchants, January
2tl, 1869, which reads as follows:
'' 'Ve, the undersigned merchants of the city of San Francisco, California, specially
interested in the trade of .Alaska, and also interested for the honor of onr country in
the estimation of the civilized world, and anxious to save the inhabitants of Alaska
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·from a slavery inconsistent with our. Federal Constitution, and oppose<l to a ruinons
monopoly, destructive not only to the interests of trade, but obuoxions to our free
institutions, do solemnly protest, in l>ehalf not only of ourselves aud of the Pacific.
coast, l>ut of commerce, humanity, justice, and an enlightened pul>lic policy, against
the passage of the l>ill now before the Congress of the United States, and introduced
hy Senator Cole, of this State, entitled 'An act to prevent the extermination of fnrl>earing animals in Alaska. aml to protect the inhal>itants thereof.'
"'Ve, in common with all the citizens of the Pacific coast, feel a deep interest in the
newly-acquired Territory of Alaska, and see in its great natural resources a legitimate
source of wealth to enterprising merchants and traders, and we are unwilling t~hat the
whole trade of this vast regiou should l>e monopolized by one firm, whose only claim
to public cousideration is the large fortune it has made in llhat Territory, and its persistent and too successful enfleavors to discourage and destroy competition.
"·while the helpless inhabitants of Alaska are unable to memorialize your honorable
body for themselves, and plead in their own behalf, we, as a matter of justice aml
humanity, protest in their name against the attempt now being made through thil:>'
bill to reduce them-to a condition of vassalage to one company, from whom we believe
they have already suffered much.
"AU of which is respectfully submitted.
"Agapius Houcbarenko, Taylor and Bendel, E. Tihbey, John Parrott, Lonis B. Parrott, Alsop and Co., ,V. H. Ennis, H. Cohen, S. Martin, Langley, ' Crowell & Co. 1
A. S. Rosenbaum & Co.,~· E. Heck and Co., Fordham and Jennings, ""Wellman, Peck
and Co., Mitchler and Kessing, Irvine and Co., vVilmerdiug and Kellogg, A. Walker,
L. N. Handy and Co., Pioneer American Fur Company, Smith and Kit.trec1ge, N. B.
Edgerly and Co., Jacob Deith, Coffin and Patrick, Elisha Higgins, G. H. Collins,
A. Crawford and Co., Charles Hare, Wright and Brownf', L. W. Williams, vV. B. Holcombe, George M. Josselyn, C. J. Hansen, Cox and Nichols, J. and J. Sprnance, vV. W.
Dodge and Co., Lynde and Hough, George Hughes, George L. Debrow, R. H. vVaterman, L. H. Bonestell, B. H. Freeman, R. Pestein and Co., I. Shirpser, Samuel Adams,
C. W. Hane, Wheelan & Co., Adolph Muller, F. H. Rosenbaum and Co., Frederic Clay,
Dodge Bros. and Co., George ,V. Stewart and Co., James N. McCnne, Fargo and Co.,
Josiah Stanford, L. L. Treadwell, Hobbs, Gilmore and Co., H. Liebes and Co., PacificFur Emporium, T. Bearward, W. 0. Gray, Marsh, Pilslmry and Co., James R. Kelly,
R. B. Swain & Co., E. A. Fargo.
"San Francisco, California, January 28, 1869."
Another memorial, to President Grant, which vms prepared in June, and very extensively s·gned, contains still more urgent language. It reads:

Memorial to tke P1·esident of tlw United States. for the protection of the rights ancl interests
of the people and Government of the United States in the Ten·itory of .A las lea, by merchants.
and citizens of the city of San Francisco, California.
Your petitioners, merchants, bankers, and business men of the city of San Francisco~
engaged or deeply interested in the trade of Alaska, and in its development, respectfully
submit the following memorial for the consideration of the Executive of the United
States, trusting that it will be favorably regarded· and acted upon.
The condition of affairs in Alaska, from the time that Territory was ceded to the
United States, has been, and still continues to be, highly prejudicial to the rights of the
citizens of the Pacific coast, and especially of this city, interested in its corumer9e, and,
we deeply regret to say, disreputable to the United States revenue-officers in th~t Territory, and uufortunate for the true interest,s of our Government therein.
We will not weary you with lengthy details, b'ut respectfully submit the following
facts, of which we have been informed, and which we believe to be true. They are
within the personal knowledge of some of your petitioners.
The trade of Alaska, or, at least, that port,ion of it which relates to the killing of
seals and the acquisition of their skins, has been, from tbe first, coutrolle<l by the firm
of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., ·to the exclusion of other merchants and traders, who possess the same legal right in that Territory.
The said firm has been permitted to control the action of United States revenueofficers in Alaska, to secure its interests and break down and expel all competitors.
Mr. Samuel Falconer, special deputy collector at Sitka, is an a.gent of said firm. In
confirmation of this statement we submit the following extract from the Alaska Herald,
published in this city, of May 1, 1869:
"Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. imagine that all Rnssian America is their empire. A few
weeks ago Mr. ]'alconer, the agent of this firm in Alaska, also deputy collector at Sitka,
seized the schooners Alaska and Lewis Perry, not for the violation of the law, but to
prevent these traders from doing business in their empire.''
. Nearly every sutler attached to the United States military posts in Alaska is an agent
or employe of said firm. The six citizens permitted ·by law to remain upon the islands
of Saint Paul aud Saint George, a United States military reservation, ~re all connected

ALASKA.

159

-with Rai<l firm. Other officers of the Federal .Goverument in Ala·ska, if not in the
actual employ of said finn, are at least attached to it in interest by corrupt means.
The natural consequence of this deplorable contlition of things is, that the said :firm
controls almost the whole revenue-service of thi-3 Goverument in Alaska, and that the
revenne-ofticers usc their power, authority, and infinence, in many cases corruptly, to
advance tlle interests of said firm, and crush out all competition, thereby leaviug the
whole trade of Alaska, or the most valuable portion of it, with said firm.
Said firm bas been repe:ttedly permitted to openly violate or disregard the Treasury
and custom-honse regulations and military orders, affecting the trade of Alaska, while
the ame have been enforced against all others with nndne rigor, in violation of their
true spirit and intent. All uut the agents and employes of said firm have been expelled
from the United States military posts in Alaska.
Steamers and ships Lelonging to citizens of San Francisco, lawfully engaged in trade
with Alaska, have Leen seized L.v United States revenue-officers, in said Territory, in
the interests of said firm, and for its l.>enefit, without due process of law, and in violation of law.
Even vessels attached to the revtnne-senice of the United States have been nsed bv
said firm for the transportation of its. property, wllile the expense of the same wt~s
paid out of tlle pnblic Treasury.
Upon the islands of Saint Geor~e and Saint Panl, said firm, through its agents in
sutler-ships attached to the United 1::\tates military posts, bas been permitted to monopolize the trade in the fur· seals, only found on said islant.ls, to the exclusion of all other
citizens.
\Ve respectfully submit, that the monopoly of the trade of Alaska, possessed by the
said :firm, is in violation of onr laws, and of the spirit of our institutions, and is in
gross violation aud disreganl of the rights of ~·our petitioners, in common with all
other citizens of the United States in said Territory, and that we feel deeply aggrieved
thereby. We respectfully pray that such measures may he taken by this Government
as will put an end to said monopoly, and admit all other citizens of the United States
to equal rights and participation in the trade of Alaska.
We further submit that the natives of Alaska are ignoraut of the United States laws
and Treasury regulations for that Territory, because the same have not been published
in their language-the Russian-which nearly all the Alaskans can read and write.
We respectfully recommend that the same be published in the Alaska Herald, 31
newspaper printed in the Russian and English languages in this city, in the Russian
language, aud also printed in that language for gratuitous distribution among the five
thousand natives of Alaska, who, we are informed, can read. \Ve further respectfully
suhmit that said laws and regulations are not known and understood by the people on
this coast, and respectfully recommend that the same be published in one or more of
the public newspapers of this city.
Your petit.ioners pray that an investigation may be ordered, forthwith, into theadministration of the revenue laws and regulations in Alaska, and that all officers in
the employ of, or receiving pay from, said firm of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. be forthwith discharged from the public service, and be succeeded by faithful and disinterested
men, who shall be free from the corrupt influences of said firm, and abstain from
administering their offices and wielding their po-wer and authority for its benefit.
That all the sutlers now attached to United States military posts in Alaska, being all~
or nearly all, in the employ of said firm, ue forthwith discharged, and superseded by
disinterested men.
Your petitioners further recommend and pray that no person, other than natives of
Alaska, be permitted to engage in the trade of said Territory, unless he first file his
declaration of his purpose so to do with the collector of this port; that no vessel be
permitted to clear for Alaska, or enter any of its ports, or touch at any portion of its.
territory, without :first having obtained a clearance from the custom-house of San
Francisco direct for Alaska, and the .filing in said office of a declaration by the owner
or master of such vessel that the same will engage in the trade of Alaska. Several
vessels have sailed from Siberia to Alaska, loaded with opium and other goods, upon
which heavy duties are imposed; and by going direct to Sitka and clearing there for
this city, as though their cargoes were the products of Alaska, have escaped the payment of duties upon their cargoes, thus defrauding the revenue of the United States of
large sums, which, we believe, amount in the aggregate to more than two hundred
thousand dollars. That no vessel be permitted to engage in the fur-seal trade of Alaska
without a clearance from the custom-house at San .Francisco, and a declaration by the
owner or master thereof, filed therein, of intention to kill or purcha!'e fur-seaJs, or to
do both; that none but citizens of the United States be permitted to engage in the
trade or fisheries of Alaska.
Yonr petitioners would fnrt.her respectfully recommend and pray, with respect to the
fur-seal trade of Alaska, that laws be passed, and in the mean time Treasury regulations be promulgated, prohibiting the killing of seals upon the islands of Saint George
and Saint Paul by any l.>ut natives of Alaska, and -except from September to :November-
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<>f each year, ancl that only a cflrtain number per annum on each island be killed; that
it shall be unlaw·ful to kill female seals, or pups under one year of age. That every
seal-skin, before its sale, be exhibited to a United States inspector, to be appointed on
each of said islands for such purpose, who, if the same appears to have been killed in
violation of law, shall confiscate the same for the public benefit, and fine or punish,
in such manner as may be prescribed, the person exhibiting the same; that said skins
be sold to traders in the presence of such inspectors, and that at the time of sale by the
natives the purchaser thereof be required to pay such inspectors such Government tax
as may be imposed for each skin, aud, after such payment, the said skins shall be
stamped or branded by such officers.
We respectfully submit that, at present, no person other than United States troops
and revenue-officers, and agents to sa.id Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., are p ermitted to
reside or land upon either of said islands, or to purchase seal-skins procured thereon,
and that, consequently, said firm possesses a monopoly of said trade, to the manifest
prejudice of the public, and to the detriment of the public rovenue, whieh loses the
sum that might, with competition, be collected bn said skins.
We respectfully recommend and pray that some one place on each of s::tid islands
may be designated as a public market, in which citizens of the United States ma,y be
permitted to reside and purchase said seal-skins, during a certain season to be designated for the sale of the same; and that the purchase of such sPal-skins in said markets may be thereon open to the competition of citizens of the United States; or, that
the right to purchase said seal-skins upon said islands, each separatt~ly, be solu at pubiic auction, in San Francisco, to the responsible bidder who offers the highest sum
t,herefor, and that no person or firm be permitted to purchase such franchise for more
than one of said islands; or that sealed bius for the sale of snob franchise be received
by the collector of this port, or the Treasury agent of the United States in this city.
We respectfully reqne:>t that an answer to this memorial })e forwarded to the---.
SAN FHANCISCO, Jtme 15, 18li9.
The chamber of commerce, at regular and special sessions, uiscussed the matter most
and at a meeting held on February 2~, 1869, the president was instructed to
telegraph to our delegates in Congress, requesting them to unitedly use their influence
to at least dettty action upon the subject of a disposition of the fur-8eal interest of
Alaska.
At this meeting a petition of Aleuts to the chamber of commerce of San Francisco
was received, imploring the same for aid and protection against oppression by Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
Soon after, a special meeting having been called for the purpose, the chamber of commerce memorialized Congress, asking equal rights for all parties, and at the same time
protection to the fur-bearing animals; and a bill in regard to Alaska was prepared by
the former, and submitted to the latter, which, if it had been adopted, would have.
solved the problem to everybody's satisfaction.
But amidst all this storm of indignation and protests, the President of the United
States and the Congress, then in session, exhibited the utmost disregard for the wishes
of the people so unmistakably pronounced.
The interflst of the whole Pacific coast, the clamor of the entire press, the loud voice
<>f the public, and the plain letter of the Constitution of the United States were outweighed by the influence of one concern, that came prepared with unlimited funds
which it distributed with a lavish hand. It was coolly resolved that the principal
wealth of Alaska should be handed over to Hutchinson, Kohl & C<t., and that the
unfortunate Aleuts of Saint Paul and Saint George should be deliyered into their hands;
but as this could not })e done without Congress having regularly acted upon it, a plan
was devised which would enable Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. to enjoy, in the mean time, all
the privileges which they coveted.
~arnestly,

FAVORITIS;\I SHOWN BY THE GOVERN:IfENT TO HUTCHINSON, KOHL & CO.

This was done in the following manner: In order to prevent the speedy extermination of tbe fur-seals, it was resolved that the Government itself should take charge of
the il'lands till Congress had acted upon the matter, and that no more seals should be
killed than were needed for the support of the inhabitants, say from 21000 to 3,000; (so
far, so good, a most excellent measure; but now comes the real object;) and that all
parties then having stations on the islands should be driven off, except Hutchinson,
Kohl & Co., and Williams & Hayen, the latter of which bad consolidated with the
furm~
·
Collector Miller, of San Francisco, received, therefore, a dispatch signed by Secretary
McCulloch, anu dated Washington, February 13, 1H69, which says:
"Steamer Alexander (belonging to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.) may clear in ballast
· with sea-stores direct for Saint Paul and Saint George, to remove property of owners
and part of their employes; senrl with her two trustworthy inspectors to remain on said
islands, and prevent landing of any person or merchandise until relieved by Lincoln."
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Thus Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.'s vessel was commissioned to do the Government's.
work, and General Miller, who soon after r·e signed his collectorship to become president
of the Alaska Commercial Company, was intrusted with the selection of two trustworthy
inspectors. Of course these orders were only a form; the real intention was that Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. should take immediate possession of Saint Paul and Saint George,
and when Col. Frank W. Wicker, then collector of Alaska, anJ Mr. Vincent Colyer vis~ ted the islands during 1869, as special agents of the Government, they found that
mstead of 3,000 seals altogether, over 60,000 seals had been killed on Saint Paul alone;
and when Colonel Wicker made a report of the fact to the Government, be was immediate]~ reli eved. The skins were of course appropriated by Hutchinson, Kohl & Co.
Dunng the same year, when Mr. Thomas Taylor, of the firm of Taylor & Bendel, or
San Francisco, touched at the islands in his schooner Page, to look after his property,
which hiF~ employes bad been forced to a bandon, he found that his huildings had been.
appropriated by the Government, and he was peremptorily ordered to leave.
TilE LEASE.

Wh en the chances of Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. of getting possession of the fur-seal
islands became almost a certainty, not only Williams & Haven bad joined them, but
Collector Miller (who is a special friend and favorite of General Grant, and who bad
served the company so well and his country so badly) resigned his collectorship of the·
port of San Francisco to become president of this enlarged concern, which now called
itself" The Alaska Commercial Company." In the mean time, while the lobbying at
·washington went bravely on, it had been decided that said islands were to be leased,. •
but in oruer to preserve at least an appearance of fairness, not to the Alaska Commercial Company, but to the highest bidder; but that tlJis was nothing else but a blind to
satisfy and appease the public, &nbsequent events have sufficiently proven.
Congress passed an act entitled:
•
.A.N .A.CT to prevent the extermination of fur. bearing animals in Alaska, n.ppro>ed July 1, lSiO.

The principal provisions of the act are the following:
No more than 100,000 seals a year are allowed to be killed on both islands together.
(75,000 seals on Saint Paul Island, and 20,000 on Saint George Island,) under pain of
forfeiture of the lease.
•
Terms of the lease twenty years from May 1, 1870. The yearly re::1tal to be no lesS;
than $50,000 per annum.
.
The lea.Ae to be made immediately after the passage of the act-to the best advantage
of the United States-to proper and responsible parties, having due regard to the interest
of the Government, the native inhabitants, the parties heretofore engaged in the trade,
and the preservation ofthe seal-fisheries.
TlJe wording of the act clearly indicates that the lease should go to the highest re.sponsible bidder filling the conditions and qualifications required by the act. This
seems also to have been the opinion of Secretary Boutwell, but the Alaska Commercial
Company insisted that the lease-act was passed for their special benefit. They were
so importunate that the Secretary of the Treasury felt induced to apply to ihe Attorney-General for advice.
This application was made in a letter, under date of July 2, 1870, to the purport that
the lease should be awanled to the highest responsible bidder, to the best advantage
of the United States, according to the wording of the act.
The Secretary of tlJc Treasury then issued the following advertisement, dated July
8, 1870:
"Advertisement.
''The Secretary of the Treasury will receive sealed proposals nntill2 o1clock noon,
Wednesday, the ~Oth of July instant, for the exclusive right to take fur-seals upon the
islands Saint Paul and Saint George, Alaska, for the term of twenty years from the
1st day of May, 1870, agreeably to the provisions of an act approved July 1, 1870, entitled 'An act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska.'
"In addition to the specific terms prescribed in the act, the successful bidder will be
required to provide a suitable building for a public school on each island, and to pay
the expense of maintaining a school therein for not less than eight months in each
year, as may be required by the Secretary of the Treasury.
"Also to pay the natives of the islands for the labor performed by them, as may be
necessary for their proper support, under regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury."
The remaining Alaska traders, though having strenuously worked against the leaseact while it was pending, knew full well that the lease in such hands as those of the
Alaska Company would be equivalent to a monopoly of the whole qf Alaska Territory,
ancl also equivalent to their gradual ejectment from it.
They were consequently compelled, in order to save their investments, to compete for
and. bid on the leaAe.
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The 20th day.of July was the last day ofr~ceiving bids. On that last day the
ury Departmeut issued a siugnlar memorandum, which we suhjoin:

Trea~

"OFFICE 01<' THE SECRETARY, Jttly 20, 1870.
"Memorao1lum in reference to hills for the exclusive right to take fur-seals upon the
islancls Saint Paul and Salut George, read befure the persons present at the opening of
the bids at 12 o'clock noon, July 20, 1870:
".First. Tlie successful bidder will be required to deposit secnrit.y within three days,
·to the amount of $;)0,000 in lawful money or bonds of the United States, tor the due
executiou of contracts, agreeably to "A•1 act to prevent the extermination of fur-bear·
iug nnimals in Al<~ska,' approved July 1, 1H70.
''Second. It being apparent from the language e ··tployed in the act aforesaid that
it was the intention of C•mgress to give a prefer ... nce to the Alaska Commercial Company in the awanl of t.heir ccmtraet.s, I t.hink it proper to stat,e, before the bids are
opeuerl, that the contract will be awarde1l to the saicl company if their proposals shall
be not more thau ten per cent.. helow that of t,he higlwst, bidder.
''Third. No l.Jid will be accepted unless made hy a respousiule party acC)_uainted with
the Lnsiness, or skilled in kin.dred pursuits to such an extent as to render it probable
· that tile coutract will be so executed at> to secure the results contemplated by the
lease."
The Secre-tary then pNceedecl to open the bids, of which there were fourteen.
Tile lowest. bid was tilat of the Alaska Commercial Company, arnouuting to $65,000
• rental a year, and the highest bid. that of Louis Goldstone, for a combinatiou of various
San Francisco firms, amounting to a yearly rental of $~27,500.
The principal parties in the combination of firms for whom Goldstone bad made the
bids were the firm of Taylor & Bendel, one of the most respectable and prominent
house" of San Francisco, that had been engaged in the Alaska trade from its opening,
and having the additional advantage over the Alaska Commercial Company1 of prior
occupation .. The inquiries immediately instituted by the Government in Washington,
through the agency of Custom-house Collector Phelps, of San Francisco, as to their
standing and responsibility, were of a ·character in every way satisfactory.
Notwithstanding this and the great discrepancy in the bids, the Alaska Commercial
Company entered · various protests, which were reft>rred by Mr. Boutwell to the Attorney-General, then Mr. A. T. Akerman, who heard arguments on both sides, and
under date of July 29th decided in favor of. Goldstone and associates.
After the delivery of Mr. Akerman's opinion, it was everywhere taken for granted
the lease would be awarded to Goldstone. Nobody had any doubt of it. All obstacles
had been removed, and all protests done away with.
On July 30 Mr. Goldstone consequently called at the Treasury Office for the lease,
but to his utter astonishment and consternation he was informed that the lease bad
been awarded to the Alaska Commercial ()(')rnpany, on the terms of his own (Gold-;
stone's) bid .. The communication was made by Acting Secretary William A. Richardson, whose face in giving the information was crimsoned with shame. Mr. Boutwell
had secretly left for Massachusetts.
Thus it came to pass that the scheme succeeded; that slavery and bondage, for the
abolishment of which a few years before the best blood ofAmerica bad been sacrificed,
was here restored and was openly sanctioned by Congress; that free and liberal America had openly granted a monopoly of trade, and was placed on a footing with the most
despotic of the powers of Europe, Russia, and that Christian communities, together
with their two islands, werfl leased to the Alaska C<_>rnmercial Company for twenty
years. Alas! Alaska was then, indeed, an appropriate term.
ACCUSED O F BlUBERY.
If the prize that the Alaska Commerci~l Company had thus gained was enormous, it
can be imagined that a tremendous sum had to be sacrificed to satisfy the political
cormorants, and the press in those days made the most sweeping charges agaim~ t members of Congress and members of the administration, and there was an ugly rumor that
the brother-in-law of the President, Mr.Dent! bad been made a partner of the con.c ern
at the eleventh hour.
STATE OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE l<'UR-SEAL ISLANDS.
Although the Alaska Commercial Company has, ever since the wretched people of
Saint George and Saint Paul were delivered into their hands, asserted that the latter
are well satisfied wit.h their condition, and that they are as happy as the day is long;
yet the meager news that, in spite of the vigilance of the company, have reached San
Francisco, tell a different tale, and they are so restricted by the terms of the lease that
they are in nothing else but a state of bondage and slavery.
The iubabitants of these islands are shut off from commnnica.tion with the outer
world like a colony of convicts, as no vessel is permitted to touch at, or no person
allowed to land on, tlwir soil except thr)Se belonging to the Alaska Commercial Com-
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rpauy. They are not allowed to leave tho island wit.hont permission. They are forced
to accept 40 cents per skin, which are worth from $10 to $~0 each at London, and they
must pay for tlw commodities of life what the Alaska Commercial Company demands
of them. And if '"e consider that they are bronght into this condition by the Government of the United States, which bas the sacred duty to protect the personal liberty of
every individual within it,s domains, we C}1nnot imagine a more flagrant case of the viola,tion of the principles of republicanism t.ban that which here presents it8elf.
Considering, furthermore, the course wllieb Hntchin8on, Kohl & Co., which is now
the Alaska Commercial Co111pany, have eYer pursued since their name bas been known,
how little they have respected what humanity, law, and jnstice demand, we are forced
to uelieve that the conditiou of the inhabitant!! of Saint George and Saint Paul is not
such as they represent; and that the latter dePply feel their degradation and long for
the light of freedom which sheds its rays everywhere within the wide boundaries of
our country, except at this beuighted spot., has been F-hown by that touching appeal
'"'hicb, after many obstacles, 1i.nally reached the ears of the American people, but ouly
to be left 1111 heeded by those parties that wiolcled the power and tllat held the remedy
in their bauds, but whose interest was at stake.
THE SUJ>PHESSED PETITION.

\Ve refer to the famous petition of the inhabitants of Saint George Island, which can
not be read without a feeling of regret, shame, and indignation, and the history of
which, briefl.v given, is as follows:
\Vhen the fur-seal islands bad been about a year in possession of the Alaska Commercial
Company, there arrived in San Francisco a native of the island of Saint George, by the
name of Peter Rupi, who brought to Agapius Honsharenko, editor of the Alaska Herald, a
paper published in San Francisco, a petition, written in the Russian language, which bad
ueen drawn up by the same Aleuts who once before appealed to the chamber of commerce, and which bad been signed by all the leading men of said islands.
The following is the petition translated into readable English:
TilE SUPPRESSED PETITION.

We, the undersigned, natives of Saint George Island, Alaska, and citizens of the
United States, by virtue of treaty-stipulations, feeling aggrieved at the mismanagement of the affairs of this Territory, resulting in serious grievances to us, availed ourselves of the medium of a petition to the General Government, in the hopes of accomplishing, through such means,·such reforms in the management of Alaskan affairs as
would tend to ameliorate the unhappy condition in which we found ourselves placed.
This petition was framed in 1869, anJ was intrusted to the care of our countryman
I. Archimandritoff, to be forwarded to the proper authorities at ·washington for their
action thereon in our relief, but, we are sorry to say, it never reached its destination.
Again we prepared the petition, and this time, to assure it.s delivery to the authorities
at Washington, we intrusted it to Mr. N. Buynitski, a United States official from Washington, at the time present on the island. This officer received the petition in 1870,
and promised faithfully to present the same to the authorities at ·washington; but on
his return among us, in the year 1871, we were again destined to disappointment, for
on our ur~ent inquiry as to what had been done with our petition we received no
answer. We have, in view of these facts, been forced to the conclusion that our peti1ion to insure ns tbl) redress of our grievances, addressed to the supreme authority at
·washington, bas been suppressed.
Now, therefore, we, the undersigned, forward for puulication in the Alaska Herald a
copy of the said suppressed petition, in hopeR that it may, by that means, reach the
ear of the General Government, and the proper authorities thereof, at Washington.

Petition.
SAINT GEORG~J: ISLAND, ALASKA,

August !i, 1871.
\Ve, the undersigned natives of Saint George Island; Alaska, and citizens of the Unite(l
States, consider that we have been treated by the United States Government without
due consideration to our wants and necessities.
That we can read and write, and are capable of holding correspondence with the
Government.
That Government, without consnlting us, or understanding our situation, wants, and
necessities, leased the island on which we Jiye for twenty years, thereby virtually sentencing us to a twenty years' imprisonment.
'l'bat we recognize by this act that we have been red need to a species of slavery, and
that we are compelled to labor and to receive therefor only forty cents per fur-seal-skin,
or fifty cei)ts per day for labor, when we can procure it, an amount entirely inadequate
to our wants, and which leaves ns dependents and paupers, checking our prosperity
a ncl impeding the progress of our ciYilization.
·
Th~tt in COil sequence the education of our children, a pri \·ilege secured to other citi-
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zeus of the United States, must be abandoned. Momlly, religiously, socially, and
commercially, our destiny is in the hands of the lessees of the Government.
We are the slaves of these lessees and at their mercy.
We are shut out from all intercourse with other portions of the republic, and are
consequently debarred from improvement by mutual correspondence with sister communities, and from learning through such intercourse how to advance in the common
civilization of our country.
Even merchants and traders are excluded from our shores by these lessees, and competition is thus cut off, and we are dependent only on the mercies of our masters. The
employes of the company (lessees of our island) often beat and violently assault us,
threatening to drive every Aleut from the island, and that they have that power
through this lease, obtained by them from Government at a cost of many thousand
dollars. These employes are careless and 'indifferent about the fur-seal, our only resour;::e and support for ourselves and families. The lessees are permitted to kill25,00(}
per annum. \Vhel! we bring them skins tlley select only the first-class skins, and order
us to take the rest out of their sight. By this means, out of one hundred skins, about
seventy-five are purchased by them, and tile rest, twenty-five skins, have to be thrown
into the sea. The rejected skins which are cast into the sea and destroyed would find
a ready sale with other outside traders, who are eager to purchase tllem; and th!!s are
the fur-seals gradually disappearing; our labor is partially lost, and 25 per cent. of
the wealth of our industry is lost to us because no one is allowed to visit our shores to
trade with us but the lessees of our island, whom we are compelled to regard in tile
light of masters and even tyrants.
In conclusion, we beg respectfully of the United States Government, and of our fellow citizens all over the republic, to regard us not as wiltl Indians-we are not suchbut as fellow-citizens struggling to advance in civilization, aud to become worthy to
be esteemeu as fellow-citizens of the republic.
Peter Rezautzow.
Platon Veculow.
Ivan Shein.
Andronic Rezantzow.
Ciprian Mcrcuriew.
Ivan Popoff.
Nicipllor Veculo\Y,
Peter Chlebow.
Alexander Ustagow.
Peter Rnpi.
Ustin ~hvetcow.
Sebast.ien Mercuriew.
Alexis Shvetcow.
Semen Philemonow.
Neophit Shvetcow.
Egor Kolechow.
Alexis Galamiu.
Joseph Shvetcow.
Ivan Pllilemonow.
Gabriel Galamin.
Nicholas Ustogow.
Sabba Kolechow.
Boris Galamiu.
Phoca Shein.
Job Philemonow.
Alexis Ustugow.
Ivan Akupski.
Zachar Ustugow.
Barpholomeus Malovanski.
This petition cr<>ated a sensation in Ca,lifornia as well as in the East, and was a
bomb-shell to tho Alaska Commercial Company.
Again did the press raise its voice in behalf of these unfortunate Aleuts; again was
the unconstitutionality of the lease held up before the public, and again were justice
and fairness demanded. But once more diu the storm of indignation break upon the
stoical front that the Government presented; the Alaska Commercial Company declared
the petition a fabrication, and probably spent another cool $50,000 where it did most
good, and tl.Jat ended the matter. The Government did not take the slightest notice
of the petition, and the Alaska Commercial Company has been careful that not another
one should leav-e the island again.
We exclaim, again, Alas, Alaska!
O~E

MORE EFFORT.

It was now evident, beyond all doubt, that, although the General Go\·ernrnent was
fully acq~ainted with every detail of this disgraceful affair, no redress could be obtained
at Washington; still, one more effort was made by the inuignant citizens of San Francisco, and in February, 1872, the senate of the Sta.te of California, was memorialized
and implored to nse its influence with the Government of the United States in behalf
of this cause. We give here the memorial:
Menwrial to the honorable the

Senat~

and the House of Representa.tives of the State of California.

The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of the United States and merchants and
traders of tile city of San Francisco, most respectfully represents:
That whereas the purchase of the Territory of Alaska by the United Sta •es Government, at a cost of over $7,000,0UO, paid out of the public Treasury, was an Ltional act~
the purpose of which was tile aC<Jnisition of territory wit.h a view to the eventual carving out therefrom of a State or States for admission into the Union, with power reserved
in the General Government intermediate such acquisition, and tl.Je ultimate object for
which all territory is acquired, to exercise such authority o\·er the same as a wise and
prud~11t administration should dictate;
And whereas the isolated position of Alaska, and tile peculiar resources of that Territory, rclllltr the inhabitant:; thereof siugnla.rly dependent on co1Dmerc0 for tiJe :supply
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of most of the nec essari,~s of life, without which they mn;;t be abanclonetl to the most
pitiable privations ~tiHlbe rerlnce(l to tile most urgent distress;
And wllereas, in view of thtl above facts, a wise antl prurlent aclm iuistration of the
affairs in tht~ government of said Territory woulrl dictate that trade and intercourse
between sai<l Territory and the rest of the ·repn 1lic should he guaranteed free, uninterrupted, and nntrarnrneletl, and every f,•cility shonld be affonlecl by the General Govermuent to nromote such interconrse for tl10 mutual benefit 'lf all citizens of theRepublic and fur the development of such resonn.:es as may lie dor.uaut in that distant
Territory;
And whereas the· entire Pacific coast is immediatel,y interestecl in the promotion of
such trade and intercourse ·with Alaska, and especially the State o.f c,1liforuia, whose
position and re~ources and commercial facilities eminently designed. it to be the purveyor to the wauts of its fellow-citizens iu Alaska, and the magazine from which may
be drawn such supplies as may be reqnired by them and not afforcled in their latitude;
And whereas the Congress of the United St.ates, in the exercise of its legitimate
auttorit.v, given under paragraph 3 of Section VIII of Article I of the Federal Constitution, which empo"'ers Congress "to regulate commerce among the several St,ates,"
&c., has unwisely,i·Jjucliciously, and imprudently, and in the absence of all knowledge
of the wauts, rights, and desires of the people of that Territory, and. by undue influence
and corrupt practices of parties personally and pecuniarily interested, seeking to betray
the interests of said people, and to mislead and deceive the General Government, made
a certain contract with the Alaska Commercial Company, in the nature of a lease of
the import.ant islands of Saint Paul and Saint George in Behring Sea, the said islands
being the only known home of the fur-seal in America;
Aud whereas by the terms of said contract, or lease, Congress has surrendered to the
said company, for a period of twenty years, the entire resources of the said islands,
wgether ·with the inhabitants thereof, in their foreign intercourse and the entire
regulation of tho trade therewith, and has invested the said company with such
arbitrary privileg·es and powers as to vil'tually give to said company a monopoly of
the eutire resources and commercial interests of the said Territory, t.h~eby shutting
in the inhabitants thereof from all intercourse, through the medium of commerce, with
their fellow-citizenH elsewhere iu the Union except tllrongh the agents and employes
of the said monopoly;
And whereas, by tho terms of t.he said contract or lease, the Congress of the United
States bas abdicated in favor of said monopoly that portion of the sovereign power
of the Govemment of the United States which can rightfully be exercised by Congress
alone;
1
And whereas the executive branch of the General Government, through its officers
and agents, thereto prompted by like undue inflneuces and corrupt practices and
means, has been led to sustain and support the said monopoly in the illegal exercise of
its unconstitutional privileges anrl powers; in thatIt has surrendered itself, thr•mgh its revenue-officers iu Alaska, to the contNl of this
monopoly;
It has permitted Federal officers to act as agents of the Raid monopoly;
It has permitted Federal officers to become stockholders in said monopoly;
It has sufl'ered the saicl monopoly, from time to time and on repeated occasions, to
violate with impunity the custom~, regulations, anu military orders affecting trade
with Alaska, by the laxity and collusion of its agents, acting in the double capacity of
Federal officers and agents of the said monopoly, while the said regulations and orders
were rigorously and arbitrarily enforced ~ainst other merchants and traders, to a.
degree in violation of the spirit and intent of the same;
It has cansed st~amers and vessels to be illegally seized and sold by its officers in
Alaska at th~ dictation of the said monopoly, and upon pretended iufracti ns of the
said regulations and orders, solely for the purpose of impeding commerce, dl'iving out
competition with said monopoly, and to suppress trade with the people of Alaska, and
have thereby entailed p:reat loss to the commercial interests of California, and subjected the merchants of this State to great cost and expense in contesting false and
frivolous charges preferred by executive officials acting in the said double capacity as
Federal officers and agents of the said monopoly;
It has, through its agents on this coast, prostituted its powers at the dictation of, and
in the interest of, said monopoly, to hedge in, confine, and cripple the rights and, privileges of the salmon and codfish fleets of this State sailing in Alaskan waters, by forbidding the bartering of merchandise, even for necessary supplies, while the eame offi<:ials
have permitted the fishing-vessels of the said monopoly to exercise unrestricted trade'
with that 'l'erritory;
It bas suffered its revenue-cutters, while in public service and under public expense
and pay, to be used by the said monopoly for the transportation of the effects of said
monopoly;
And whereas the executive branch of the General Government, by the acts aforesaid
and otherwise, has abdicated that portion of the sovereign power and authority which

4

166

ALASKA.

can rightfully be exercised by the Executive of the Government alone, acting through
agents and officers exclnsi vely devoted to the duties of their respective offices, in favor
of the agents of said monopoly, claiming to act under the double capacity of agents for
both the Government and said monopoly;
And whereas the legitimate consequence of said ahd·ication by the legislative and
executive powers of the General Government, and the delegation of these powers to·
the said monopoly, its agents and officers, bas been an almost total suppression of trade
and commerce with every portion of Alaska, so that intercourse with the people and
inha,bitants of that Territory is rendered difficult and expensive if not impossible; theproductions of the said Territory have been locked up, and the large commercial interests of the Pacific coast, and of this State in particular, suffer and decline, while the
inhabitants of Alaska have been, by the action ef the General Government, consigned
to a species of slavery for the term of twenty years; they are thus held as prisoners,
virtually cha.ined and manacled, without having committed any breach of the laws or
been found guilty of having committed any crimes. This is a violent usurpation of
the sacred guarantees of the Constitution. The people of tlle United States have she<l
their best blood and hampered themselves with debt to give freedom to four millions
of slaves. Now, by a strange coincidence, they find that they have paid over $7,000,00(}'
for Alaska, one direct result of which has been the enslavement of a portion of its inhabitants. Such a gross insult to the American spirit of liberty deserves to be blotted
from the records of our national life which it has disgraced. In this age, when the
watchword is the universal brotherhood of man, when the Africans, the Chinese, and
other nations, long held in servitude, are feeling the glorious impulses of freedom as
known to the citizens of the American Republic, is it not a shame and a crime that the
foul spot of serfdom and slavery curses Alaska~ Surely tlle action of Congress in legislating away the lives and liberty of the Alaskans to a sonlless monopoly, must arouse
in the hearts of the American people a public sentiment which will immediately annul
such a piece of barbarous legisl;ttion :
Now, therefore, we, the undersigned, being personally cognizant of the above facts,
and sincere in. tlle deductions derived t,herefrom, would, in view thereof, most respectfully petition your honorable bodies in joint convention, b.v concurrent resolution,
address the Congress of the United States, at its present session, petitioning that honorable body, in the interests of your memorialists, and of the merchants and traders
and commerce of S<111 Francisco, the Pacific coast, and the ent.ire nation, and in the
interests of humanity and progress, of right and justice, and in vindication of the
integrity of our institutions which denounce all efforts at tile enthrallment of the
people or any portion thereof, to annul the said illegal and unconstitutional contract
or lease above mentioned, and to open up Alaska to free and uures.tricted commercial
intercourse, subject only to such wise and wllolesome general regulations of trade a&
will act and be binding upon all alike; ancl as a preliminary to such a step, praying
that a commission be appointed by Congress at its present session to inveAtigate the
evils which attend the nunagement of Alaskttn aft'airs, and the infractions of the terms
of the said contract or lease by the said Alaska Commercial Company, said commission
to be composed in whole or in part of merchants of San Francisco.
A. Crawford & Co., Johnson, Nickerson & Veasey, Lynde & Hough, Morgan & Co.,
fhomas J. Foster, John H. Carmany & Co., Sherwood, Buckly & Co., Thomas Burden,
J. Sturtevant, J. Marks, S. Folpe, Thomas W. McCallum, A. C. Nichols & Co., H. Horst,
Starr & Little, James R. Finlayson, D. Beadle, Charles Hare, S.M. Holderness, David .
Shirpser, Sam. P. Ho~den, M. J. Kelly, Charles J. Janson, Ro~7 al Pisk, And. Welch, A. C.
Rand, Jacob Schrieber, V·tl. A. Hughes, WnuH. Rouse, J. M. Hixson, A. vV. vVhite & Co.,
Hill, Slopt & Co, A. Pallies, J. H. Harn, J~:1mes Cormack,jr., vV. J. Loury, C. F. Bassett,.
Adam Boot}l & Co., S. Levy & Co., J. Green~ John Laws, Duff & Co., Lowry & Wightman, Wm.•Kiube Benjamin. S.M. Henry & Co., P. B. Smith, H. l!'. Baker, Heywood &
Hendley, Dakin & Libbey, Brons & Perkins, Little:fiehl, Weub & Co,, H. K. Cummings,
A. A. Haseltine. J. W. Wolf, George E. Cole, J. Scot.t, Janres Rope, D. B. Stewart, C.
McCann, R. D. 'fhilpoll, L. E. Noowan, R. E. Haseltine, C. R. Jones, G. S. Rogers, John
Bills, William Chipman, Wm. Fullard, T. J. Parker, W. Robbins, Geo. E. P. Hunt,
l<'rancis P .. Devine, B. H. Madison, Geo. vV. Boyd, Wm. DeWitt, John C. Guun, Henry
Dneyer, Henry Anderson. L. S. Allen, George Charles Lester, H. Heine, John McPherson, R. D. Rbafon, G. D. Plato, John H. Drube, 0. J. Preston, James McLoughlin, H~
Applebee, Peter Muhelson, Thomas Bewick, and 300 others.
·
Now, what was the fate of this memorial f It was presented to the California legislature by Senator Perkins on February 9, 1872, and referred to the committee on
l<.,ederal relations. General Miller immediately interviewed this committee, and pronounced the statements set forth in said memorial as false, and his word outweighed
the signatures of hundreds of the best citizens of San Francisco: and said honest committee refused to forward tlle memorial tf) Congress.
THE RESULT OF THE LEASE.

From t.he day the lease was signed, the doom of Alaska was sealed. Baffied and cut
off on all sides, the dismayed firms and individuals that followed their various pursuits.
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in the country were forced to withdraw, one after anotheP; the plans then under considera.tion were abandoned, and to-day there are hardly any wliite men in the Territory
but the employes of the Alaska Commercial Company.
It seems strange, at the first glance, that the lease of two small islands should stop
the development of the whole immense Territory, but it is not more so than that the
possession of a narrow thread of laud through a country should give a railroad-ring the.'
power to lord it over cities, counties, and States.
On said two islands-Saint George and Saint Paul-the wealth is heaped up on the
beach in the form of millions of fm-seals, worth from $10 to $20 each. and without exertion the Alaska Commercial Company makes here alone about $1,000,u00 clear profit
per year.· (The dividends of the Alaska Commercial Company for 1t:373 reached
$1,300,000.) Now,with t'nch tremendous ~riches at its command, it is an easy matter for
this company to crush any enterprise in the rest of the whole Territory, which it claims.
as its own dominion, and where enough natural dangers and difficulties await the
trader, fisherman, and explorer without those prepared for them by an overwhelming
monopoly.
.
As already the old tyrannical Russia company correctly anticipated tl1at enterpriser
discovery, and the development of the Territory would interfere with their fur-trade,
would attract the attention of outsiders, and would curtail their privileges, so has also
the Alaska Commercial Company made it its principle to exclude everybody but itself
fi:om Alaska, and has tberefore declared war against everything that looks like enterprise, exploration, discovery, immigration, and development; and, as already explained, through the means of the tremendous wealth and other advantages furnished
to it by the lease of the fur-seal islands, has already succeeded in making itself the master of the whole Territory.
.
To give striking proof how, since the advent of the Alaska Commercial Company, the
trade with the Territory has almost entirely ceased, we will give the lists of the vessels
tha~ cleared for Alaska <lnring the months of February, March, and April, respectively, in U!69 and 1B74.
GREAT DDUNUTION OF TR.\.DE.

\Ve will say, as an explanation, that the spring and early summer is the time when
most ships sail for Alaska. They go up iu spring and retum in fall, as during the
winter tl.le coasts of Alltska are the most dangerous localities in the world.
.

Vessels clea1·ed fm· Alaska in1869.
Feb. 3. Scllnoner Idahb, Hutchinson, Kohl
&Co.·
Feb. 7. Schooner Legal Tender, Alsop &
Co.
Feb. 7. Bark C~·ane, Pickett & Co.
Feb. 13. Steamer John L. Stepllens, Holladay & Brenll~tm.
Feb. 16. Bark Francis Palmer, C. J. Janson.
Fe\J. 24. Schooner Lewis Perry, Tilby.
Feb. 27. Bark Washington, N. Richard.
Mar. 5. Steamer Alexander, Hntcllinson,
Kohl & Co.
Mar. 6. Schooner Luella, Malovansky._
Mar. 7. Schooner Alaska, Lynde&Hough.
}far. 7. Schooner General Ha,rney, F. G. E.
Tittel.
Mar. 10. Steamer Constantine, Hutchinson,
Kobl & Co.
Mar. 10. Schooner Alice, Malovansky &
Co.
:Mar. 11. Sllip Cesarewich, Ice Company.
Mar. 26. Schooner Lizzie Sl.lea, Murdock.
Mar. 26. Brig Victoria, Wright & Bowne.
Apr. 2. Schooner Page, Taylor & Bendel.
Apr. 7. Brig Commodore, Parrott & Co.
Apr. 17. Brig Olga, Ice Company.
Apr. 18. Schooner T. L. Steele, Pioneer
American Pur Company.
Apr. 18. Bar Peking, Ice Company.
Apr. 18. Schooner Fanny, W. N. Shelby.
Apr. 27. Schooner Lizzie, C. I. .Janson.
Apr. 27. Bark Atalanta, Pope & Talbot.

1874.
Feb. 6. Francis Raimer, Janson.
Feb. 17. 'Vm. Sutton, Alaska Commercial
Com pan~'.
Mar. 6. \V.H.Stevens, Alaska Commercial
Company.
.Mar. 7. Schooner Urania, Shirpser.
.Mar. lB. Steamer Alexander, Alaska Commercial Company.
Apr. 17. Schooner Eustace, Alaska Company.
Apr. 18. Bark Cyane, Alaska Commercial
Compauy.

This list does not include the fishing-vessels.
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We see that "\Vhile durin•g the months of February, Murch, and April, as many as
twenty-fonr vessels sailed for Alaska in 1869, of which only three belonged to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., and twenty-one to other parties, during the same months in 18i4 only
seven vessels cleared for the Territory, of which five belonged to the Alaska Commercial Company and only two to other tirms, or eighteen less than in 1869.
Do not these figures teH a serious tale f Does it not prove tbat we can safely assert
that the interest of the whole Pacific coast bas bee·u injured by the lease; that the
Alaska Commercial Company bas a monopoly over the whole Territory of Alaska, and
that it bas kilJed its trade~
Most positively does it prove all this, and this state of affairs bas long been fearerl
-and predicted by the press, by the merchants, and by the general pnblic of the Pacific
-coast,, as we have already circumstantially explained in the foregoing pnges.
THE COMMENTS 0 F TilE PRESS.

"\Ve will again quote a few of the many papers and authors tLat Lave recognized the
fact and have discussed the matter
In a work entitled" Hidden Treasures; or, Fishing Around the Northwest Coast," a
very able little work, by J. L. McDonald, we find tbfl following:
·
''The villainous law, passed ostensibly for the protection of fur-beari ug animals, should
bave been more justly entitled 'An act to enslave the people of Alaska, to obstruct the
fisheries, and to check the development of the northwest coast.' By the terms of this
act the inhabitants of Saint Paul and Saint George and the adjacent islands are strictly
toalled in, being forbidden any intercourse with 'the rest of mankind;' they are forced
by necessity to sell their products to the company, and to receive such considerations
in return as this soulless monopoly may see tit to give. The obstructions which the
fur company bas in former years· thrown in thA way of individual traders and fishermen
jn those regions are very well known. The subsidized Federal officers in the interests
·of the company have given much trouble to priYate enterprises; !'eveml vessels have
Leen seized on very flimsy pretexts and sent for trial to San Francisco. In every
instance those vessels have been liberated, and the masters and supercargoes exon-erated by the courts. Voyages have thus been broken up, heavy losses Lave falleu
1upon humble adventurers, failures lJave followed, and peaceful commerce has been
:serio.u sly obstructed. Several suits for heavy damages a.re now pending in the courts
in the North Pacific co:1st against the revenue-officers formerly servitJg on tLe coast of
.Alaska."
.And again, in the same book :
"Sincerely believing that the' fur franchise' in Alaska is obstructive to the development of the vast resources latent in those regions, subversive of the best interests of
the people of that Territory, and embarrassing to the traders and fishermen in and
around those shores, we most earnestly ask Congress to repeal that odious measure,
and 'let justice be done though the heavens fall.'"
The Sacramento Reporter, July 8, 1870, says:
"Gradually this firm or company threw off all cloak, openly claimed a mo_popoly
a:J.d warred upon all traders."
From the Chicago Tribune, January 4,1873, we take:
"It practically holds the same relation to Alaska that the old Russo-American did
and that the Hudson's Bay Company does to the adjoining British possessions. It bas
rivals in the trade, but they are gradually disappearing under the treatment known in
California as 'the little game of freeze-out.' The company is reported very wealthy,
and can afford to undersell and overbuy its rivals, until they have to give np the losing
game. It is accommodating, even ~renerous, when its own interests are not at stake.
It discountenances everything which tends to the development of the country, such as
exploratior!, immigration, &c., because a settled T:erritory produces no furs. If a man
is bound to go there, and it cannot help it, it is then full of accommodation, and helps
him all it can during his stay there, and hastens his departure."
This is an extract from an article by Mr. Harrington, astronomer in the United States
Coast Survey, who bad been a year in Alaska.
But of the greatest weight are the words of a distinguished officer of the United States
Army, General Jefferson C. Davis, commanding the Department of Alaska. He says:
"Since the declaration of Congress, at its last session, of Saint Paul and Saint George
islands as special reservations of the Government, they have been under the control of
officers of the revenue-service, sent there for the purpose of executing the laws prohibiting the landing at or killing of fur-seals upon them. During my official visit there,
in the beginning of the present summer, and while engaged in investigating the affairs
of the natives, as well as the manner in which the troops had perfm·med their duties,
I learned that, under one pretext and another, privileged parties bad been permitted to
land and remain on those reserYations, and Lad been allowed to kill the animals at
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})leasnrc. Dnriug- last snmmer at lenst 83,000 seals were killed on the two islands;
prol>allly 111ore than that IJnmber. Tbe pretext under which this was authorized
was tbat of etmbliug- the natives to snbsist themsPlves without expense to the Goverumeui. In an economical point of view this w·ould seem quite right; but the facts
are that the natives Are cooped up on these islands where they are compelled to work
for tlwse pri vat.e parties or starve; in other " ·ords, they are to-day in a complete state of
slarery. Competition in trade bas been universally estal>li::;hed, aud is now pretty well
understood l>y the uatives and traders throughout the country; whereYer tbe former
<:an paddle his canoe, or the lat.ter peuetrate with his goods, such is the case. These
i.solated island.s of Saint Paul .a11d Sai11t Geo,·ge, in Beln'iug Sea, the richest possessions in
natw·al wealth, cousid(ring lhei1· small area, on the continent, form the on!y exceptions. The
natives are peaceful, honest., and capable of transacting ordinary business quite well,
and wonld doul>tle::;s improve themselYes if they harl a fair chance; but their present
complete enslarement and 1·obbery, by an unsc1·upulous 1·ing of speculators 1 will e1·er prerent
tw.oh progress."- Report of brevet major-general commaudiug Department of Alatka, to
Secretary of War, August 20, 11:370.
CONCEALING TilE THUE ~ALUE OF ALASKA TERRITORY.

In order to st,ifie the interest that the public took in Alaska, and to proven~, as Jnnch
os possible, that the same shonld bB made t.be object of American enterpdse, tile Alaska
Commercial Company ila~ always been very anxious to have Alaska represented as a
very undesiral>le anrl inhospitaule country, withrmt charms of any kind, and its furtrade as throwing off !Jut a limited profit, exhibiting in this respect again the same
spirit as the old Russian company.
The Government officials, wlJO in various capacities were sent out from time to tim~
to Alaska, and who were geuerally won over to private interests before they even left
'San Francisco or Washington, .gaye, therefore, always the most unfavoral>le account of
the country; wh1le mon whoso honor and integrity caunot be doubted, repn·sent the
country as it is, so far as they know it. Such men a.re Secretary Seward; Professor
Davidson, of seientific fame; Gent-ral .J efl:'erson C. Davis, former military governor
of Alaska; Viuce11t Colyer, aud Dr. W. H. Dall, of the United States Coast Survey.
All these distinguished persons speak of the astonishing mildness of climate of certain portious of Alaska, of the raukness and· luxuriommess of the vegetation, of the
densi t,y fW.d ext.ension of the tim ber-lanrls, of the iudications of mineral::;, of the maguitu<le of the fur-trade, an<l vf the incredil>le al>undance of aquatic life.
REPORT OF HENHY W. ELLIOTT.

The last official report submitted to the Government is that of Mr. Henry W. Elliott,
.S;Jecial agent of the Treasury Department, which, we are sorry to say, is in direct contradiction to the statements made by snch persons as we have jnst name<l. Mr. Elliott
has pa'blicly chi;ned, thi::i winter, at ·washington, that he knows mort} abont Alaska
than any one person; that he had been in the Territory before the transfer to the
Unite<l StaLes, and many years since, aud that he is the only person qualified to judge
what that country needs. Let lUI see what tight Mr. Elliott bas to these claims.
During the year 1865, Mr. Elliott, then an employe of the telegraph company that
attempted to establish a liue from Ameriea to Europe via Siberia, was stationed at
Puget Boun<l, about eight hundred miles from the southern boundary of Alaska, and
uever approached it nearer than that until the year ltl72, when it bad been five
years American territory.
On the ~trength of this Mr. Elliott asserts that he had been in Alaska before the
American advent. We willuow show what experience he has ·had in the country since.
Mr. Elliot~ went first to Alaska in the spring of 1872, in a subordinate position, being a!lsistant to Captain Bryant, who was then the Government agent on Saint Paul,
the largest of the fur-seal islands, where he, Mr. Elliott, married a native girl. Mr.
Elliott remained on the island about a year, returning in 1H73, without having seen
anything of the rest of the immense Territory, except tile little Aleut village Illiuliuk,
on 0 unalaska Island, where he touched on his way up and down. After his arrival
at Washington he pul>lisbed a work on the habits of the fur-seals, and made himself
conspicuous !Jy preferring charges against Captain Bryant, who, by the wrty, had
proved himself not very pliable in the hanrls of the Alaska Commercial Company, and
·consequently was anything but popular with them.
With a strong breeze of powerful influence, we now see Mr. Elliott sailing into a
position specially created for him, and for which an appropriation is set aside by Congress. He was appointed a special agent of the Government to investigate t.he resources of the fur-trade, aud the condition of the natives of Alaska, and last May he
set sail in the revenue-cutter Reliance, which had been placed at ilis service for this
pnrpose.
Mr. Elliott proceed eel first to Sitka, on Baranof Island, thence to Ounalaska Island,
thence to the two fur-seal islands, Saint George anrl Saint Paul, thence to Saint Matthew's, and lastly to Saint Lawrence Island, staying only a few days at each place,
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and returning via Ounalaska to San Francisco, where he arrived again in September.
That is to say, Mr. Elliott, having landed on six of the countless islands of Alaska,
and having uever set a foot on or even been in sight of the main-laud, has now submitted a circumstantial report on the Territory to the Government.
If we bear in mind that Alaska has as much area as one-quarter of the whole United
States, and a coast-line of ten thousand miles; that it is fringed by thousauus of
islands, and that it is inhabited by hundreds of tribes of aborigines, belonging to three
distinct stocks of men, and speaking many different languages, it becomes plain that it
requires years of travel, exploring, and study to become acquainted with the subject
upon which Mr. :Elliott has reported, afte~ a few months' pleasure-cruise in the North
Pacific and the Behring Sea; after having landed on said six islands, and after having seen a few hundred Aleu~s of the three thousand civilized and the fifty thousand
savage inhabitants of Alaska.
Mr. Elliott's report is now just such as the Alaska Commercial Company desires, an<l
might be mistaken for a statement written by a member of that company.
ELLIOTT'S RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOR Ol!' THE ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY.

Mr. Elliott very minutely describes scenes and people which he bas never approached
within five hundred or more miles, and represents the whole Territory a desolate and
barren mass of basaltic rock, where no white man, not even the hardy Icelander,
would live withoLit l;>eing forced. He says the climate is fearful, and that no vegetable, not even the potato, will flourish under its frownillg sky; that all its resources,
the timber, the fisheries, and even the fur-trade, are vastly overrated, and that there
is but one praiseworthy institution in the whole country, and that is the Alaska Com.mercial Company.
He is of the opinion that in order to ·give this poor but honest company a chance to
make a little money, and the seals getting too thick on :the islands anyhow, the former
should be allowed to take 150,000 skins instead of 100,000, as stipulated by the lease;
while be also gently hints at his own merits in bringing these facts to the cognizance
of the Government.
The aim and purpose of such arguments are too transparent to need comment, and
although we have no doubt that it does not pay for Mr. Elliott to have any different
views, yet we are surprised to find him so little shrewd as to come out with such undisguised anrl clumsy praise of the Alaska Commercial Company, which lets at once
the cat out of the bag.
.
But we must admit that we admire Mr. Elliott's cheek, not only in as~erting that
he knows more of Alaska than any one man, but in submitting to the Government a
report, so weak aiJd absurd, and so full of mistakes and misstatements, that we cannot
accept them all as having been made through his ignorance of the country.
vVe should. have thought that Mr. Elliott would have posted himself a little on the
subject that he was going to report upon, by reading the excellent books that have
been published on Alaska, and avoid such blun<l.ers as will neither do him or the Alaska
Commercial Company any good.
Considering that the Government has the very best means to get reliable information
about Alaska, and could, for instance, utilize t.he experience of Dl,'. W. H. Dall, (who,
since 1H65, has been nearly every year in the Territory surveying and exlporing,) and
still persistently selects men of little experience to get its ad vice and information from,
the question naturally suggests itself, are really correct and true statements and
reports in regard to Alaska wanted, or _only such as will serve certain purposes f
A CURSORY DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCES OF ALASKA.

Of course we mnst abstain from giving a description of such a Territory as Alaska,
which covers an area larger tha.n the territory of Califoruia, Oregon, Nevada, Utah,
and Arizona together, but a few statements in regard to its climate, &c., will perhaps
not be lost.
The climate of Alaska, (excepting that portion which lies within the Arctic circle,)
and especially that bordering on the North Pacific Ocean, is, varying according to
latitude and local geographical conditions, equal to that of North Germany, Scotland,
and SC'Il.ndinavia. This country is traversed by large navigable rivers, with many
tributaries, bas beautiful forests, and millions of acres adapted to agriculture and
grazing; and when we mention that during the summer the plains and valleys are
waving breast-high with grass and vegetation, while tho air is laden with the
fragrance of the wild flowers, nothing more need to be said of its fertility. Game of all
kinds is abundant everywhere. On the Alaska peninsula herds of reindeer are found
at all seasons of the year, and the fisheries are not insignificant., as Mr. Elliott thinks,
but immense, for the cod-fish ahounds everywhere on the coast; large schools of herring
fill the bays, and the dense masses of salmon that during the running se~tson crowd up
even the smallest stream, must be seen to be appreciated. As a matter of course, a
rough winter follows the delightful summer, but along the coast the former is tempered
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by the influence of warm currents of the sea, that here course along the American
continent.
There is not any doubt that rye, barley, and oats, as well as all kinds of veget.abl~s,
can be raised there as easily as in Northern Europe or in the State of Maine, and that
for stock-raising the country is particularly well adapted.
To show that the potato will grow very well in Alaska, contrary to Mr. Elliott's
statements, we wlll illustrate by examples: During 1868 and 1869, a man by the name
of Doyle used to supply the town of Sitka with green peas, string-beans, and all other
kinds of vegetables, which he raised on a small island in the harbor; the same were
also grown in the military garden at that place. The Russians always raised their own
vegetables, including cabbage. The same man, Doyle, raised small quantities of barley
and wheat, as an experiment, at Kin'ai, which grew up ;rank and tall, filled well, and
ripened completely. At Kodiac, and on the Aleutian Islands, the vegetables gr'o w
enormously large, thongh their flavor is a little coarse, and even at Northern Saint.
Michael, in latitude 64° , turnips'and potatoes for the use of the fort are successfully
raiseu.
•
But it is especially cod-fishing, the canning, smoking, and salting of salmon, lumbering, ship-building, mining! anu the fur-trade that will bring people to Alaska, and
will induce capitalists to invest their money in it, and if the lease should be abolished
and free competition opened once more, there would soon spring up an era of enterprise
and activity throughout the Territory, which would surpass that of any former. epoch,
and ten ships would sail for onr beautiful northern empire for every one that now
shapes its lonely conrse to its deserted coasts.
TilE RE:\IEDY.

And now, we ask, how long is this burning shame of leasing civilized creoles and of
granting monopolies to continue, in open violation of the Constitution f How long
shall this immense territory, that belongs to the people and not to Presideut Grant,
nor to the Alaska Commercial Company, be practically the property of a few wealthy
individuals, and how long shall we be obliged to bow our heads with shame before the
more liberal nations of Europe, that have abolished slavery, monopolies, and roy;:tlties
of trade f
The history of the wrongs of Alaska, which the foregoing pages contain, and which
we submit to the public, although it is necessarily brief and incomplete, is a true and
just statement of these events. It has not been written with a view of injuring personally the members of the Alaska Commercial Company, but simply to expose the
unconstitutionality and the injustice of the Alaska bus~ness; and as said company is
so deeply implicated in it, and bas been the direct cause of all this wrong and misrule,
we had to strike a~ it with all our might.
Still, we did forbear to give many examples and statements of cases of cruelty and
oppression, and condemnable actions, which would implicate personally members and
employes of said company, but we will not hesitate to give them publicity if this canse
demands it.
As Congress has reserved, .in the bili in regard to this lease, the power to repeal the
same at its pleasure, and as this lease has already been violated and fully forfeited,
especially by killing more seals than are therein stipulated, (only the best skins being
shipped, and the rest rejected and thrown into the sea,) we have no doubt that the first
Congress of the United States to which this matter will be presented in tlre proper
light will at last do justice to all-will abolish the lease, and adopt a plan in regard
to Alaska similar to that proposed by the Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco
several years ago; a plan that would make of Alaska what it was originally intended
to be-a vast tributary to the wealth of our nation.
And once more, before we close, we call upon the people and the press of America,
in the name of humanity, patriotism, and the public interest, to use all their influence
to have a law repealed that does injustice to thousands of citizens, that has killed a
large portion of the trade and enterprise of the Pacific coast, and that has delivered.
into bondage whole communities of civilized human beings that feel their situation
deeply, and are capable of drawing up such touching petitions as we have given.
Published by order of the Anti-Monopoly Association of the Pacific Coast.
CHAS. LEEGE, Secretary.
Communications must be addressed toP. 0. box No. 218.
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N.o. 140.
FAIRHAVEN,

October 11, 1875.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the fo1lowing report on the con(lition

'Of the seals and general affairs of the seal-island.s since my last report,
dated May 12, 1875:
The first seals were seen· in the vicinity of the island on their return,
April 5, and the usual precautions taken to insure their not being disturbed. They came with their usual regularity and order, the fullgrown males landing on the breeding-grounds and. the young males
passing these to the hauling-grounds. Enough of these bad arrived to
make a drive and kill for fresh food for the natives for the first time
1\fay 7, and only one more drive was made for this purpose before the
first of June, the time at which the Alaska Commercial Company commenced taking the seals for their skins, after which the natives subsist
on the carcasses of the seals killed for this purpose.
Ther~ was on hand in the salt-houses June 1, of the skins of animals
killed for food for natives from July 17,1874, to May 31,1875, inclusive,
five thousand and sixty-three (5,063) prime skins, to be counted as a
part of the quota of 1875. The Alaska Commercial Company commenced taking seals for their skins June 1, and continued up to July
22, taking in all eighty-four thousand nine hundred. and thirty-three
(84,933) seals, from which eighty-four thousand eight hundred and sixty
(84,860) prime skins were salted. These, when added to the skinR on
hand. June 1, as stated above, made a total of skins on hand eightynine thousand nine hundred and twenty-three, (89,923.)
This was all the Alaska Commercial Company desired to take for the
quota of 1875, as it has been their invariable rule to ~hip a little short
of the full quota, and make up the deficiency after the count at the
islands bas been verified by the official count of the customs officers in
San Francisco from the skins of animals killed for native food.
No seals are allow-ed to be killed on the islands except by permission
of the Treasury agent in charge of the island and under the direction
of the regular chiefs. When seals are killed for native food, care is
taken as far as possible to take only such seals as their skins will be of
prime value. These skins are all taken to th6 salt-houses, where the
agent of the Alaska Commercial Company examines and accepts all
that are of prime value, and they are salted as a part of the quota of
the following year. Those rejected are thrown away as worthless. This
waste is usually very small, except during the time from August 15
to October 15, \vhen the seals are shedding their over-hair and the
skins are of no value. An account is kept in the record-book in the
Treasury agent's office of all seals killed, and for what purpose, and of
·all skins, and what disposition is made of them. All skins accepted at
the salt-houses are counted in at the salting, and again on their delivery
for shipment by the Treasury agent, and there is always a slight differ·ence, but the counting on their delivery is taken on the official count,
as that is direct, while the count of salting extends over the operations
of the whole year.
Appended is a series of tables showing the number of seals killed,
prime skins salted, and those stagey or of no value.
The information of the Alaska Commercial Compctn,Y's leasing the
right to take seals was :first made known at the islands October 9, 1870,
too late for sealing that year, and the skins of seals taken for native
food from July 10 to December 30 were shipped J\Iay 10, 1871,
amounting in all to three thousand seven hundred and forty-eight,
i(3,748.)
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Fur-seals killed on Saint Paul's Island du1'ing the yea1' 1871.

May 16 to 28, for native food ............................ •.......................
43~ I 418
June and July, b.v Alaska Commercial Company, for their skins ............... 45, 008 1 44, 674
august 11 to September 30, for natiYe food .. - ..... - .. -- ·- ..... -----.----.-----. 1, 349
88~
October 2 to 31, by Alaska Commercial Company, for their skins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29, 760 29, 591

14
3:l4
467
169

Quota fn11 ................................................... : . .......... - 76, 549 1 75; 5651
No>ember 7 to December 19, for native fooc:l .......................... ------. .. . 1,376
1,352

984
24

--------

Total nu..nber of seals killed .................. ------ ...... -----------· .... 77,92.3

~~~ ~~

During the winter of 1871 and 187~, S. ~. Buynitsky was in charge of
the island, and the numl>er of young seals was not recorded.
Seal-skins shippecl for the year 1871.
Per certificate dated A ugnst 11 . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••...••••..•..••••••••••••..•...••. 41, OEO

Fw·-seals killecl on Saint Pattl's Islcmd du1·ing the season of 1872.

---------------------------------------------------------1-----------~

May 11 to 31, for nati >e food... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
687
J nn e 1 to July 31, br Alaska Commercial Company, for their skins ........... _.. 69, 879
August 1 to Decemoer 6, for native food........................................ 6, 023
Young seals killed for winter food ....................................... :......

687
69, 576
4, 678

206
1,345

76, 492 74, 941 1, 551
5,121 ............. .

Total number of seals killed for all purposes...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ill, 618 ............. .

Fur-seal skins shipped in 1872.

~~;u~'t f, ~~-et~~~~~o~; ~~ fs72. ~.'.'.'.'~ .' .': .'.' ~--: ~: ::: ::.'.': .' ~: ~ ::::: .•::::: .' :::: ~ .' ~ .':: .' .' .' :: :~ ~:: ~:::: ~~,' ggg
0

7

Septeruuer !!, of the quota

of:l87~ ..............................................................

Fur-seals killed on Saint Paul's Islancl dnring the season of 1873.

May 2:1, for native food.........................................................
297
June 1 to July 24, by Alaska Commercial Company ............................ 74,397
August 4 to December30, for native food....................................... 1,793
Pups for winter food...........................................................

49,551

104, 357

284
73,884
914

13
513
879

76, 487 75, 082 1, 405
5, 489 ............. .

Total number of seals killed for the year................................. 81, 976 ............ ..

'
78,8b6.
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Fnr-seals killed on Saint Paul's Island jo1' the yea1' 1874.

From April 27 to May 30, for native food . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 279
By the Alaska Commercial Company from .Jun'e 2 to .July 17 .................... 87,923

1, 270
87, 802

121

Q,nota full .............. .".................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89, 202
Seals killed for native food from .July 23 to December 3l. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 3, 585

89, 072
2, 959

130
626

Pups killed for winter food.... . ................................................

9

92, 7~7 91, 031
756
4, !':97 .....•........

Total seals killed, 1874 . ........... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 97, 684 ............. .
May 14, of seals killed for food from .July 22 to December 31, 1873.. ... . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .
.July 10, 1873 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
August 7, 1873 .....••...•...•..................... . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

918
40, 000
49, 238
90, 156

This year the deficiency in the quota by the count of customs-officers
is not reported for correction.
Fu1'-seals killed on Saint Paul's Island for the yea1' 1875.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...,___ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ !- - - - - - - -

Skins of seals killed for native food from .July 17 to December 31, 1874, brought
forward ............................. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 223 ..... .
Seals taken for native food from February 10 to May 31.. .. . . . ... . . . . .. • .. . . .. .. 1, 850
1, 840
10
By Alaska Commercial Company from .June 1 to .July 22 . . ... .. . . . .... . . . . .. . . . 84,933 84,860
73
Quota full ..••...............................••.......... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86, 783

89, 933

May 28, of skins left over from 1874. ... ...... ....•... .. .... .• . . .. ...... .... .. ... . . . ... ... ......
.July 8, catch of 1875 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
August 7, catch of 18-:-5 ................................................... ~ .• .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

83
!'1, 836
39, 036
46, 974

89, 866

It will be seen by reference to tLe foregoing tables that there ha,Te
been killed annually on Saint Paul's Island :five thousand seal-pups or
young seals, four months old, nominally for winter-food. I can find no
precedent for this previous to the transfer of the island to the United
States, only that the former Russian Fur Company allowed as an extra
indulgence to the natives, after the close of the season's sealing, to take
:five hundred of these young seals for feasting. This, under the clause
in the act providing for the lease, that allows the killing of soung seals
for winter-food, bas been construed to mean these young pups instead
of half-grown seals taken for food at other times. The skins of these
pups are of no value as a part of the quota, and these seals only yield
eight pounds each of eatable flesh, and are nearly all immediately eaten
up as a luxury, ana. the same number of half-grown seals required for
salting for winter-use as before, it seems a grAat waste. I have, therefore, limited the number to be taken on Saint }">aul's Island. to tltree
thousar;td, providing, however, that as a substitute there shall be killed.
• a sufficient number of larger seals whose skins may be salted as a part
of the annual quota.
·
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In my opinion this ought not to be allowed; or if so, the number limited. to five hundred on Saint Paul's and two humlred. and tifty on Saint
George.
The rule governing the taking of theRe ~eals for their skins is to take only
such surplus males a~ are not required for breeding purposes, reserving
all the females to be added Jearly to increase the original stock. The
animals being polygamous in their habits, one male beiug considered
the equivalent to ten or morP- females, for breediug purposes, the sexes
being produced in equal proportions, al wass leavt>s.a surplus of males to
be taken without loss or decrease in the yearly product. What the
number of t-his surplus was could only be determined by a careful ob- .
servation of their habits and uecessitiPs, covering five or six years, or
the time it takes for the animal to mature.
At time of writing my det21.iled report on the habits of these annuals,
dated November 30, 1869, it was stated to be one hundred thousand.
This number was based on the best information obtainable at that
time from the natives of the island and the few employes of the former
Russian Fur Company remaining in the Territory. Since then a residence of seven successive SQasons on the island, in charge of these animals, bas furnished me with the desired opportunity for determining
this surplus product by actual study of their habits and requirements,
and the result is, the killing of one hundred thousand per annum does
not leave a sufficient number of males to mature for the wants of the increase in the number of females. And, as it is desirable to state some of
the methods by which these conclusions have been reached by me, a
brief statement of the habits of these animals and the effect of the killing of one hundred thousand per year for the past five years seems
necessary.
The seals return to the islands in spring, in the same order and at
nearly the same date in point of time, the males always arriving first.
Those full-grown, or seven or more years old, land on the breedinggrounds and occupy them to the entire exclusion of all the younger ones,
who are obliged to seek resting-places elsewhere. They select for their
breeding-grounds the rocky slopes of the projecting points and headlands, each occupsing as much space as he can defend from intrusion,
for the use of his anticipated family. These, for sake of distinction, are
called "beach-masters." When these grounds are fully occupied, the
remainder of the full-grown males fight their way to the rear of these
breeding-placeR, and lie in wait for opportunities to rush down and forcibly occupy any vacancies that occur among the" beach-ma:sters." These
are called '' reserves." \Vhen I first examined these grounds in 18G9,
none of these breeding-grounds occupied continuous shore-lines of more
than a quarter of a ruile without spaces between them, where the younger
seals passed to the uplands and laid down in groups by themselves,
but in 1871 and 1872, the increase in the number of females so crowded
the families that these spaces were entirely filled by the breeding-seals,
and the seals less than six or seven years of age were compelled
to find resting-places on the beaches at the head of the bays and coves
formed IJy these projecting points and headlands. Thi~ removed them
farther from the breeding-places and facilitated their being driven with
less chance of d.isturbing the breeding-seals than before, when the separate groups had to be gathered in tbe rear of the breeding-seals and
herded for driving.
The first females arrive about the middle of J nne, two months later
than the males, who are at that time all arrived and located in their
places. Tbe females do not land until forced to do so to give birtb. to

176

..

ALASKA.

their young, which generally occurs within two days, producing one at
a birth each. Immediately after landing the female is appropriated by
the nearest male and forcibly added to his family, where she is jealously guarded until she bas borne her young and been covered for the
ensuing year, which occurs in three or four days after the birth; then
she is allowed to go at will, and spends the greater portion of her time
in the water, returning to nurse her young when necessary, the young seal
being cared for by the male. The females all arrive, have their young,
and are covered by the en<l of July. Soon after this the males leave
the breeding-ground and do not return to them again. The young
seal requires to be thirty-five to forty days old before going into the
water to learn to swim, and to be four months old to acquire sufficient
age and strength t.o follow the mother at sea. Hence it is very important that there should always be a sufficient stock of breeding-males to
insure the impregnation of all the females during their first heat
in July, for the period of gestation being one year, if they miss the first
beat and return in August or September, they have their young in the
next year too late in the season to giye it time to get strength for living at sea .
The young seals return to the islanus the first year at the same time
of the females in July, and for every additional year of age ten or
fifteen days earlier, so that when they attain to puberty, at four years
old, their time of arrival is the same as the old seals; that is, from the
first of April to the middle of ,June. These on their arrival not being
permitted to land on the breeding-places, join the younger seals on the
beaches, where they lie quietly until the time of the females being
in heat, when they leave the beaches and play along the shores
of the breeding-places, provi.n g an auxiliary force in covering the
females, many of whom escape from the shore to be met by these males
and coupled with them in the water. These beaches occupied by the
intermediate ages, from one to six years old, together with the few
superannuated ones whose age unfits them to cope with the beachmasters, are called, to distinguish them from the breeding-places, thehauling-grounds. It is from this class on these hauli11g-grounds that
the seals are taken for their skins. The:::;e seals, as they lie on thebeaches, are surprised by the hunters, cut off from the water, an{l
driven inland in droves to tbe salt houses, where they are separate(}
into groups of sixty or seventy at a time and surrounded by the sealers:
with their clubs. Under the direction of the chief, the prime seals areselected and killed, and those too young or too old are allowed to go•
into the water and return to the hauling-ground again.
These hauling.grounds are swept and driYen two or three times a
week during the months of June and July, and the prime seals culledt
out for killing, and every seal growing up has to run this gauntlet for·
his life his second, third, and fourth year before he escapes to grow up·
as a breeding-bull. Thus it will be seen the method of killing does not
admit of the setting apart of a special number and taking the remainder
for· the quota for market, and the only possible way to preserve the
requisite number for breeding purposes is to restrict the number ·to be
killed so far within the product as t'o insure enough escaping for this
object.
V\... hen tbe lease was put in practical operation in 1871, there was a
\ery large excess of breeding-males on band; since then this surplus has
been diminished by the dying out of the old seals faster than there has
been younger seals allowed to escape and grow up to fill1their placeF,.
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until the present stock is insufficient to meet the necessities of the
increasing number of breeding females.
The beach-master~;; leave the island in August and September, and the
females with their young from October to January, and do not return
until the following July. Of their life \Yhile absent from the island we
have no definite knowledge. They are frequently reported as being seen
by coasting-vessels on the coast of British Uolnmbia and Eastern .Alaska
during the months of December, January, February, and l\iarcb, and a
few skins are taken by the Indians of that coast, but are not known to
land and haul up on the shores anywhere. The most probable conjecture
is that they remain near shoals and banks where .fi.Hh and food abound
during the winter-months, and gather the necessary stores of fat and
blubber to sustain them through the summer-months. From the birth
to the time of the seals leaving the islands at four months old, the loss
by death is comparatively small, but during the time they are absent
from the island, from December to .July, it is very large, only about forty
per centum returning at one year old, and this loss is still considerable;
the second year after this they appear to be able to protect themselves,
or rather avoid their enemies. \Vhat all their enemies are is not fully
known. In the month of September, about the time the young seals
begin to go into the water, a species of small whale, called tlle ''killer,"
make their appearance in the winter off the island, in shoals of from five
to ten, and are seen near the shores apparently cQ.oosing the seals who
manifest great fear of them. Three instances have occurred where these
killers have got into slwal water, and they have been taken and young seals
found in their stomachs. These whales undoubtedly follow the seals to
their feeding-grounds and prey upon the young ::;eals during the winter.
These large and Yoracious animals are sufficient to destroy the young
seals in great numbers, and fully account for this immense loss.
One other cause should be stated that has directly contributed to
diminishing the present stock of breeding-males. During the season of
1868, before the enactment of the prohibitory law, the several parties
sealing tl1ere took 240,000 seals monthly of the products of the years
1866 and 1867. These would have matured and been added to the present
stock of breeding-males in the years 1872 and 1873, and to this a part
of the prospective deficiency is to be attributed.
It became my duty as special agent of the Treasury Department to
reside on Saint Paul's Island during the season of 1869, for the purpose
of studying the habits of the fur-seals with a view to determining the
practicability of preserving and deriving a revenue from these animals.
At that time no opportunity was afforded of visiting the island of Saint
George, to compare the number of seals breeding there with those on
Saint Paul's !::;land, but, from the best information obtainable, it was
believed to be equivalent to one-third of the latter island, and the proportion of the quota of that island was fixed at 25,000. In the year 1873
1t was found that the proportion was too large, and, for reasons set forth
in my report of September ao of that year, the number of seals to be
taken from Saint George was fixed at 10,000, antl 15,000 added to the
quota of Saint Paul's.
From the report of Assistant Treasury Agent Samuel Falconer, now
in charg13 of that island, (copy of which is herewith transmitted,) it will
be seen that since tllat date the breeding-seals have so increased as to
warrant an increase in the quota of that island of. five thousand, mak,
ing it fifteen thousand:
II. Ex. 83--1~
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Schedule of seals killed on Saitd Gem·ge Island.

This schedule comprises the numl>er of seals killed on this island l>y the Alaska Commercial Company and natives from 1870 to ltl75, both included.

_Y_e_ar_. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -I--N_o_.
1

1~70

Seals killed hy company ........................ .
Seals killed by geueral agent .................... .
Pups for food .....•.....•........................

1871

Seals killed by general agent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19, 027
Pups killed by 11ath·es for food . ... . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 2, 090

1872

Seals killed by company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25, 064
Pups killeu by natives for food................... 2, 100

~~ RPjected. [ .A.ccepted.

7, 259
1, 500
1, 290

Total.

7, 259
9, 959
97 . .........

19,077

164

64

21, 167
25,000 ....... .

Seals killed by company ........... .. ............ 25, 072

180

72

25, 000

1874 ...... do ............................ .............. 10,029
PupR killed by company for food................ . 2, 446

78

27

10,000

63

31

10,000

27, 164
1873 ..• ... do .........................................

1875

2,191

Seals killed by company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10, 031

27,263

····---· ................... ....................

12, 473
10,031

Total for six years .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. . 108, 036

Pnps for native use are not yet taken, therefore cannot be included in this list of 1875.
SAMUEL FALCONER,
Assistant Treasn1'y .Agent.

Constant and careful attention has been given to tile condition and
changes in the different classes of seals, and the data kept for comparison from year to year, and the result, as summed up the present year
in comparison with 1870, shows the present stock of breeding·-f~mal~s
has steadily increased in a ratio of five or six per cent. per annum added
to the original stock, while tile stock of breeding-bulls has decreased,
by loss fi'om age and other causes, so much faster than there has been
young seals grown up to replace them, that its present condition is only
equal to the present demand, and tbe stock of half-bulls, or t.llose to
mature in the next two years, is not sufficient to meet the wants of the
increase in the females. Under these circumstances, I feel it my duty
to recommend that for the next two years the n urn ber of seals to be taken
for their skins be limited to S5,000 per annum, to be apportioned between the two islands as follows: for Saint Paul's Island, 70,000, and for
Saint George Island, 15,000.
The civil affairs of the natives have been conducted by themseh·es,
through their chiefs of their own selection, and, with two exceptions,
good order and quiet maintained. One of these occasions was wllile the
chief was making his rounds, at 2 o'clock in the morning, to wake and
send a party of men to drive SP-als, he came upon a party of four young
men wl10 had, during the night, been drinking quass, or native beer,
and got iuto a drunken quarreL While he was attempting to quiet
them, one of them struck him, inflicting a severe .wound over the left
eye. At this others interfered and separated the combatants; and
while the chief went to the surgeon to have llis wound dressed, tlJe
party dispersed to their homes. The next day an investigation of the
matter was had at my office; and, as the man was clearly proved in the
wrong, tlle three clliefs, who exercise both the judicial and executive
functions, decided to. punish the offender by creating a lower class in
the division of the seal-fund, for the purpose of punishing misdemeanors
of this kind, and placing him in it, which would be equi\Talent to a fine
of $80. This condition was -accepted by the offender, and fina1ly exe-
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cnteu in the regular oruer of settlement of the fund derh·eu from the
killing of seals and other labor done by the people as a community.
The other case was one where one of the chiefs and a party of natives
had made a lot of quass, and, through fear of detection, drank it in the
night, and carne on the field next morning under its influence; were very
careless auout skinning seals. \Vhen the skins came to be salted it was
founu a much larger number were damaged by cutting than usual. It
was necessary to call them up and give them a. severe reprimal.ld, on
which they promised to do better, and the effect lasted until after the
sealing was over.
Twelve additional houses had been built this year up to the time of
my leaving the island) and six more were in process of erection ; these
would be ready for occupation by October 1; this makes in all sixtyfour cottages built by the Alaska Commer~ial Company for the use of the
natives. These have ueen built with special reference to the wants of
the people, and thPy are allowed to live in them free of rent. This
gives each family a separate residence, with ample accommodation, so
that where, five years since, the population were crowded into mud huts
half-unuerground, suffering from scrofula and other diseases incidental
to lidng without chambers or ventilation, there now is a villa.ge of
seventy houses with well-grnued streets, and the advantages derived by
the people from t'wir improved condition are already apparent in the
better health of tlle communitv.
Tbe quantity of fisll and cmtl prodded for in the lease for gratuitous
distriuution ha,·e been landed ou the island, and will in due time be
delivered to the custody of the Treasury officers in cllarge, and besides this a large supply of the latter for sale for the use of the natives.
The supplies of dry goods and provisions ha\e been of good quality and
ample in quantity, and sold at rates not exceeding twenty-five per cent.
on the cost prices, the widows and orphan children fed and clothed at the
expense of the company, and ail the conditions of the lease been fulfilled in a most broad and liberal manner.
The yearly account of the natives was made up for settlement, and the
annual division, July 24, is as follows:
$6
1, 930 seal-throats, t ·-- --- --- --·- -· --------- .. ----. ·-·- ·-- --·-- -· ·--- -·
9
66 sea-lion throats, 15 cents- ..... ·-··-----------·---·--------·----·_
228
547 sea-lion skins, 60 cents ...... ---·------ ·-----·--------··----··-··
10
5~{ sea-lion small intestines, 20 cents·----··----··----··----··--··--·
10\} sea-lion large intestines, 10 cents .. ____ .... _. _____ .. ____ .. _______ _
20
908 cut seal-skins, 20 cents .. ___ .. ____ .. _____ . __ . __ . _. ____ ... ____ .. _.
181
74, 791 cut seal-skins, 40 cents. _____ ·----· ____ . __ --· .. __ -· ___ ._. ___ ·----· 29,374

43
90
20
60
90

60
03

Total . ____ .. _. __ . ______ . ____ .. _____ . _____ .. ___ ... _••.. _. __ .. _____ 30, 37 4 03

Tllis was divideu among six classes, the whole containing 78 shares:'
:First class, 36, at 100, giving _________ -· ___ . __ ---· ______ .. _______ .
Second class, 21, at90, givin g _._____ ---··----··--·---· ____ ------··
Third class, 13, at 60, giving __ ... ___ . ____ .... __ .. _____ .• ___ ... ___ .
Fourth class, 3, at70, givi11g ____ ·--· ---- ·--- ------------ ----· ---Fifth class, 4, at 60, gi vi ug ____ . ____ .. __ . _______ . _. ____ .. __ . _____ _
Sixth class, 1, at 50, giving. ___ . __ .. ____ . _. __ •. __ . ______ . _. _ . __ - _-

$-132 07 per share.
388 88 per share.
34:~ 64 per share.
302 45 per share.
259 24 per share.
216 0:3 per share.

At the end of the sealing season on Saint Paul thA party from Saint
George returned to that island, having the credit for the taking fifteen
thousand seals on Saint Paul's transferred to their island.
On the return of Samuel .Falconer, assistant Treasury agent! from his
leave of absence in May last! he was again placed in charge of Saint
George Island, and Wm. J. :Mcintyre remained as his. assistant. On the
return of the steamer for the last time, August 1, to this island, Assistant Agent '\Vm. J. 1\fcintyre was ordered to Saint Paul's Island, to act
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as an assistant to George ~Iarston, assistant agent in charge of that
island. This removal was rendered necessary ou account of tile strong
feeling of dissatisfaction of tlle people agaim;t his, Wm. J. 1\fcintyre's,
former administration at that place, they all asking either to have him
removed or to be permitted to remove themselves, as they could not live
with him on the island another winter. I was not able to visit that
island until my return on my way tlo,vn, when the steamer stopr)ed
there for six hours, and I availed myself of it to inquire into the truth
of the 'complaints by the party of sealers who came ov~r here to seal in
:\lay last, as stated in my report of l\Iay 28. 'fhese charges were fully
sustained by the chief and people remaining on the island, the chief
giving me a written statement, in the H.ussian language, of the whole
affair, with the desire to have it transmitted to tile Secretary of the
Treasury. This letter is inclosed herewith.
The chief also informed me that the copies .of the regulations of the
company governing their employes in their relations with the natives,
together with their letters of instructions from myself that I had caused
to be translated into H.ussian and filed with them for their use, that Mr.
l\Icintyre took from them on his assuming charge of the island, he had
returned again on Mr. Falconer's resuming the cllarge. There were
also many individual complaints made of meddlesome interference by
l\Ir. Mcintyre in their private affairs, and of frequently disturbing their
families by forcing their doors and rushing into their houses with pistols
at unreasonable hours of the night, searching under their beds for beer,
and frightening their wives and children, and treating them generally
with a harshness theJ' never experienced from the H.ussians. From my
long experience of the natural timidity and docile obedience of these
people under all reasonable circumstances, I am led to believe there
must have been very strong pro,·ocation on his part to have made them
prefer removing from the island to remaining on it with him anpther winter. Under these circumstances I could not have confidence in his ability or fitness to have charge of either island, and therefore ordered
him to Saint Paul's Island, and assigned him for duty as assistant to
Col. George :Marston, assistant Treasury agent, in charge of that island.
I herewith append the letter of the chief and people of Saint George
Island, and beg leave to recommend that it be referred for translation
to Stephen .A. Buynitzky, esq., a clerk of the Department who was detailed to assist me, as interpreter, in 1870, and who while so employed
resided four months on Saint George's Island as officer in charge, and
who is personally acquainted w1th the people signing the letter.
[Translation by S. N. Buynitzky.]
ISI,A~D 0]' SAI:NT GEORGE,

June 17, 1875.
SIR: \Ve, the inhabitants of the island of Saint George, declare to you our complaint,
and request that you will lay our humble petition before your President, for we feel
aggrieved since last fall, November 29, 1H74 by reason of the following: One of our people, the Aleut Cyprian Mercoulier, was absent on a hunting expedition at the western
:side, when Captain Mcintyrfl took his son into the school-building and had him shut
np. Toward the evening the boy escaped, and went to the west side to join his father_
In the morning of the following day, Captain Mcintyre dispatched an Aleut to tell
Cyprian l\fercoulier that he should come with his son on that very day. C. Mercoulier
came with his son, bringing some wood for his own use. Then, Captain Mcintyre
grasped him from behind, aud tore the overcoat which C. Mercoulier had on. Thereupon Captain Mcintyre said to C. Mercoulier, '• vVait here for me; I am going to kill you,"
and ran to fetch his pistol. Meanwhile C. Merconlier ran away and concealed himself
among the rocks. Having ou but a woolen shirt and a pair of trousers, and no boots,
he kept there conceale~ for t'vo nights and two days. On the third day C. Mercoulier was found half dead, and conducted home by two men, walking one on each side
of him. Then Captain Mcintyre allowed him to remain at home for a few days. When
C. )Ierconlier commenced to recover, Captain Mcintyre took him to his quarters anu
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put his hands into irons, and had him shut up in a cellar, lmt set his son fl'ee. Then
Captain Mcintyre kept C. Mercoulier iu the cellar for several days, after which he set
him free. Since that time Captain Mcintyre gayc us uo peace, incessantly visited our
houses, breaking doors, and, moreover, forbade us to work for the company- which paid
for our work. Ever since we are in expectation of being shot dead by him; and so we
lived wit.b him all winter, and we dq not wish to liYo with him on the island any
longer.
CAPT. CHARLES BRYANT:

·(Signed by several citizens of the island.)

Uol. George Marston, the last appointed assistant Treasury ag·ent,
arrived. and reported for duty at Saint Paurs Island, June 27, and after a
month's careful instruction in the special <lnties of his position, on my
departure~ August 6, be was place<l in charge of that island duriug my
ausence on leave, with the following instructions:
Copy of instructions giren to Col. George Mm·ston.
TREASURY AGENT'S OFFICE, S.\.INT PAUL'S ISLAND, A T.,

August 6, 18i5.
Sm: You are hereby placed in charge of Saint Paul's Island during my absence on
leave, by the Secretary of the Treasury. It will be your duty to see that the leases of
the United States concerning the taking of fur-seals under the contract with the Alaska
Commercial \Company are observed, tilat tile natives are protected in all their rights,
and, iu general, it will be your duty to perform all acts which shall be for the welf~re
of the United States, and the comfort, improv-ement, and well-being of the natives of
the islaud.
Your station with a book keeping a record of all transactions anfl occurrences that
may be useful in fnrnishing information for guidance in tile future government of the
affairs of t.he island.
You will see that no seals are driven or killed except under the direction of the
<lhiefs, with your permission, and in killing for food for natives you will see that, as
near as may be, only such seals are killed as whose skins ruay be of the class to be
accepted by the Alaska Commercial Company as a part of the quota of next year. And
in killing young seals for winter food yon will limit the number to be taken to three
thousand, instead three tilousancl as was done last year; you will, however, have a sufficient number of larger seals killed when the weather sufficiently cold for their curing
properly with salt, to insure a winter supply of food in case the weather should prove
too warm during the winter for the usual ·supply to be kept frozen.
You will permit no person, not a native of the seal-islands, to reside on the island,
other than the employes of the Government or of thl3 Alaska Commercial Company,
with a written permission of the Secretary of the Treasury; you are further instructed
that if any cases come within your knowledge of the natives brewing quass or beer
from sugar, or yon have reason to believe such natives are indulging in such practices,
you will be careful to see that it is broken up, and that supplies of sugar and other
articles from which such quass or beer is made and sold to them in such limited quantities as to prevent a repetition of such practices.
By permission of the Secretary of t.he Treasury, a priest of the Russian orthodox
church is permitted to reside on the island to minist.er to the spiritual wants of the
people, with the understanding, however, that in all civil matters he will be subject to
the laws of the United States aud the regulations of tile Secretary of the Treasury made
in pursuance thereof.
As soon after the leaving of the steamer as convenient for yourself and the agent of
the Alaska Commercial Company, you will receive forty ( 40) tons of coal as tile proportion for this island, of the sixty cords ofwootl provided as a condition of the lease.
Yon will, on receiving this coal, give to the agent of the Alaska Commercial Company
.a receipt therefor, and have this coal stored until, in your judgment and the chiefs of
the people, its use becomes necessary, when you will cause it to be distributt>cl to the
people on the same principle and method as described on page 221 of the book of records
for the island, under elate December 14, 1874.
CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasw·y .dgent in charge Seal-Islands.
GEORGE MARSTO~,Es~
Assistant Treasttry Agent in charge Saint Panl's Island.

I have the honor to remain, yours, respectfully,

CHARLES BRYANT,
Treasury Agent in cha1·;;e feal-Islands .

.Ron. B. H.

BRISTOW,

Secretary of the Treasury.
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Tr.EASURY AGE~T'S OFFICE,
Saint George, August 1, 1875.
SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of the Alaska Commercial Company's.
steamer .Alexander at tlle island, for her last time this season.
On her way down to Ounalaska, July 10, there was shipped on boa.rd six thousand
three hundred and thirty-eight (6,338) seal-skins, and to-day three thousand six hundred and sixty-two, (3,662,) as per certificates herewith inclosed, making, in all, ten
thousand for this year.
.
On the 1st of June last the company commenced driving seals, and finished on the
17th of last month.
From the various observations taken of the seal-rookeries this season, I find that the
four on the north side of the island compare favorably with that of former years, while
the one at Zapadney, on the south side, has increased at least one-third over that of
any year since my arrival at the island, 18i0.
The young ones, from one year old up to four, have also increased one-half. Should
this hold out, I am of opinion that five thousand additional could be taken without
detriment to the rookeries. .As regards the old bulls, there seems to be a slight falling off, which can be accounted for in a measure owing to the yearly increase of female
seals.
I would here remark, for some reason or other which would seem unaccountable, the
seals were about two weeks later in arriving this year.
I have nothing further of interest to communicate except the company is building a
very fine church for the natives, and I think the majority of native houses, if not all,
will be built this season.
I am, respectfully,
SA:\IUEL F .ALCONER,
Assistant Tl'eastu·y Agent.

Capt. CHAS.

BRYA~T,

.dgent in charge Seal-Islands.

No. 141.
CUSTO:\I-HOPSE, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.,

Collector's O.ffice, December 8, 1875.
SrR: I baxe tlle honor to acknowledge th!3 receipt of your letter of
October 29 last, inclosing copy of a communication from the United
States military officer in command at Sitka, Alaska, relative to the introduction of breech-loading arms into Alaska, in which be recommends
that said practice be again prohibited by Executive order.
Yon call attention to tlle statement therein incidentally made that
large quantities of spirituous liquors are being introuuced into that
Territory by the Alaska Commercial Company for sale to the Indians,
and request me to report fully upon that point, in regard to such shipments, if any, whether from this port or from any other place. In
reply, I beg to state that as the communication charges a direct violation of the law, relative to the introduction of spirituous liquors into
Alaska by the Alaska Commercial Company, and as General John F.
Miller, late collector at this port, (who is a man of unswerving integrity,.
and held in very high esteem by the citizens of this State,) is president
of said company, I deemed it but just to acquaint him with the facts,
and I inclose berewitll his reply for your consiueration.
It seems to have be~n for some time past the object of certain persons
in this city to direct the attention of the revenue officers to the Alaska
Commercial Company, and to this end information of suspected ~hip
ments of liquors by the company to Alaska bas frequently been given
to this office, and every precaution has been used by the customs officers
here to detect and prevent such shipments. Search of the company's
vessels has been made from time to time, and their movements and shipments have been under close scrutiny for years, but neYer iu a single
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instance have our investigations and searches resulted in finding the
slightest evidence of auy shipment of liquor to Alaska by the company. The hostility of the president and chief officers of the company
to the liquor-trade in Alaska is well known in this community, and it is,
I believe, sincere. As an evidence, it is but a short time since that
information was filed in this office, indirectly by the company, that a
vessel was about to depart from this port with quite a large quantity of
liquor concealed ou board, intended to be unlawfully landed in Alaska.
As the vessel had already cleared and was lying in the stream, it was
too late to search the cargo; but a letter was sent to the customs officer
at the port for which she cleared, giving him detailed information, and
requesting him to search the vessel upon arrival, and, if circumstances
warranted, make seizure of the vessel and cargo.
In this connection, I beg to state that whenever the manifest of a vessel bound for any port in Alaska, or for any port in Asia to reach which
she has to pass through the waters of Alaska, shows any liquor to be
on board, a bond is taken as required by regulations, and I inclose
herewith an exhibit showing the shipments by such vessels and bonds
taken during the last year. There is nothing, however, to hinder the
master of the vessel, after he has landed the liquor in Asia, and procured the proper evidence of landing, from again shipping the liquor
and proceeding with it to Alaska, and of this movement we could have
no evidence unless specific information were filed by some one cognizant
of the factA.
It is possible, too, that a \essel may take on board liquor at this port
(which could be done in a clandestine manner) intended for Alaska, but
unless the manifest showed the shipment, or some one filed iuformation
thereof, this office would have no knowledge of said shipment, because
it is impracticable to search and examine every coasting-vessel clearing
to ports in Alaska. This could not be done except at a great expense,
and so doing would work great injustice to parties making legitimate
shipments, by the injury to their goods resulting from examination.
Having sought so long to detect the ...<\.laska Commercial Company in
the practice attributed to them by the class of persons referred to, and
having failed in every attempt, I am forced to the conclusion that if
liquors are unlawfully shipped into Alaska from this port it is done by
other parties and in the manner above described.
In view of the above, I have come to the conclusion that the preYention of the liquor-traffic into Alaska can only be accomplished by the
officers there, and any scheme to that end must be put into operation in
said Territory.
Inclosures returned herewith.
1 arn 7 very respectfully,
T. B. SHANNON,
Collector.
llon. B. H. BRISTOW.
Secret(r.ry of the Tt·easury.

OFI•'ICE oF ALASIU. Co:\DIERCIAL Co:vrPAXY,

No. 310 Sansome Street, San Francisco, Not•ernber 18, 1875.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant,
with inclosures, and, in compliance with your request for a statement of facts and
such remarks as I may deem fitting in relation to the alleged shipment of breech-loading arms and spirituous liquors into Alaska by this company, I beg to submit the following: It appears by the inclosures with your note, that Captain Campbell, command-
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ant at Sitka, allll Indian a~ent for Alaska, states, in a l etter to General Howard, under
date of April19, ltli5, that it has been "credibly reported to him by a former employe
of the Alaska Commercial Company that large quantities of modern breech-loading
rifles, and ammunition for the same, are being imported into this Territory by the
a 1love-name<l company for sale to Indians," and further on, after stating the difficulty
of keeping" the upper-hand of the Alaskan Indians," if they shoul<l be armed with
breech-loaders, he says: "The same authority who gives information concerning the
arms tells me that the company's vessels bring large amounts ofliquors into the country
for sale to Inuians, and at almost all their posts tho distillation of spirits iR carried on.''
Solely upon the authority of this nameless "former employe who cre<libly intorms"
the captain, these charges are made and forwarderl, and tho hea(lqqartcrs of the Department of the Columbia, and the headfluarters of the Military Divi ion of the Pacific
and the \Var Department, and then the Treasury Department, and finally the Customs
Department, are all in tarn disturbed and put in motion to make investigation.
Had Captain Campbell been less credulous and taken the trouble to investigate t.hese
stateme.-ts before making them the subject of official corre~pondence, he woald haYe
found that "the former employe" of the Alaska Commercial Company was an immeasurable liar, an<l thus he would have saved himself and his sU}H'riors some trouble.
:First., as to the shipment of breech-loading arms: At the time this charge was made,
Aprill9, 1875, the shipment for sale in Alaska of breech-loauing arms and ammunition therefor, was perfectly legal and legitimate, there being neither law nor Executi,·e
order ag:tinst it. It was not until tlle ~Otll day of Jnly.l875, that the Es:ecutiv~ ortler
prohibiting such shipments wa~ promulgate<]. Since that time this company has not
.shipped a breecb-loacling rifle or other breech-loading arm, nor ammunition for breechloaders, t:) Alaska. Prior to that time, the company marle sh1pment.s of breech-loading
arms as specified in the tabular statement hereto attached, the total number shipped
for ft1ur years being 261.
By this it will be seen that if t.he Army is in very great danger from breech-loaders,
the fault. is not with this company. It bas been tlle setuled policy and practice of this
company to strictly comply with every law and Executive order relating to Alaska
without question or mnrmur, and we do not now question the wisdom of the late prohibition against breech-loading arms; we bau thought, however, that in the struggle
betwfen the wild beasts and the Indian constantly going on in Alaska, the breechloaderwonldgivethe Indian an acquired advantagl}; but since itappearsproba.ble from
the remarks of Captain Campbell t,bat the Army may at some fnture time take sides
with the wild beast1-1, it i~:~ quite prudent to confine the Indian to flint-lock mu~kets and
Hudson Bay gm1s.
Second, in respect to the shipment of liqnors by 1.be company: This story bas been
so often tolrl and refuted, and again repeated and again refuted; so frequently the
subject of official inveRtigation, and always found to be false, th!l.t it bas become a
chronic charge, and we are no longer surprised by anything that may be said about it.
\Vhoever states it as a fact, knows it to be untrue; and whoever repeats it aids in
spreading a malicious slander. The company has never at any time ma<le shipments of
spirituous liquors uor wines of any sort to Alaska, uor sold nor giYen away liquors nor
wine of any sort to Indians or other people. It has been the const,ant practice of the
company to prevent the latiing on board its vessels liquors of any kinds, and every one
of its ve~sds, together with t.Le luggage of every seaman or other person on board, bas
been thoroughly 8earched by an officer of the company in the stream just prior to
departure for Alaska ports, and allliqnors found have been thrown overboard into the
bay. Every employe of the coru11any is ruade to know that the introduction of liquors
into Alaska, or the mannfacturP, sale, barter, or giving a"\"\'ay of liquors in the Territory
is an offense which will be followed by prompt dismissal, and that it will never be
pardoned or condoned. In two or three instances, employes have been detected in
pos~ession of small parcels of liquors, and these persons have been immediately discharged and haYe never been employed by the company since.
The truth is, that this company bas been almost tile only barrier against the liquortraffic in all that part of Alaska in which it maintains trading-posts. In 18i:3, iu
order to break up, if possible, the trade in liquors, then carried on by rival traders,
whalers, and swall trading-schooners in ~orthern Alaska, the company used its
endeavors with success to have the laws prohibiting the sale of liquors in the "Indian
country" extended over Alaska, and when this was done by act of Congiess we
requested, through the supervisor of internal revenue for California, the appomtment
by the Interior Department of an agent for the execution of the law in all Northern
Alaska, with power of seizure and arrest for violations of the law. FrederickS. Hall
was appointed such agent, and he was conveyed by the compan.v's vessels to Saint
Michael, and other places. He remained about one year on the northern coast, doing
excellent service, but there being no appropriation for payment of his salary, he was
recalled by the Department, and there bas not been an agent o.f the GoYernment
· charged with the execution of the prohibitory liqnor-laws in that region since. The
only distillery e\er destroyed north of Siuka (so far a~ we have b eard) was de~troycd

ALASKA,

185

11car Saint Michael, by au agent of this company, by furcc, he having fonucl the owner
(an opposition trader) engaged in distilling spirits in a still and from material
iwported from the Amoor. A suit for damages against the company was threatened,
Lut never Lrought. The company's agents throughout Alaska are instructed to
-destroy by force any distillery apparatus found in proximity to our stations, and the
company assumes the responsibility of the act of destruction. The statement that,
"'at almost all the compan~r's posts the distillation of spirits is carried on," is false.
In all the Aleutian country the Aleuts are in the habit (much' to their injury) of making
from flour and sugar, by a fermenting process of their own invention, au intoxicating
liquor or beer called" quass," and this they will probably continue to do nntil the
importation of flour and sngar is prohibited. The Appetite for strong drink is so
strong in these people that they will drink anything containing even the smallest
quantity of spirit, or anything found in a bottle.
It does not seom to bave occurred to Captain Campbell and other credulous people,
that there may be other agencies than this company through which spirituous
liquors and the dreaded breech-loader have been or may be introduced into Alaska.
It would not be difficult to finu out and comprehend that many whalers fitted out at
the Hawaiian Isl:1uds or elsewhere are in the habit, on the voyage down from the
whaling-region, of touching and tradiug at ports on the coast of Alaska, always
provided with articles of trade, cbief among which are spirits, tobacco, and breechloading and other arms. Also, that there are small trading-craft, some of which bring
the supplies from Asiatic ports, who touch and trade without hinderance along the
coast; and that in addHiou to these there are the known trailers in Alaska, other tban
the company, whose names and the names of .their vessels are given in the annexed
btat ment, No. 2.
This company bas never yet attempted the role of tbe informer, nor will it begin now;
but we submit that tbe fashion of attributing every violation of la·w or wrong done in
Alaska to the company, is becoming a little tiresome, and we suggest that it is about
time that officials planted at Sitka, and who attempt to supervise from an office there
the wbolo of Alaska, and write as if they knew the condition of affairs in a remote
region they have never seen and know nothing of, should move out and investigate
before repeating the tales of every vagabond who chooses to wag bis lying tongue
against the company. It will he well, also, to look after those who raise the hue ancl
cry in San Francisco, and with such industry publish and circulate anonymous and
libelous pamphlets anu absurd newspaper articles a.gainst the company, hoping by
such means to attract the whole attention of the officers of Government toward the
Alaska Commercial Company, that they may pursue their peculiar Lusiness without
suspicion or interruption.
This ruse has succeeded well, and seems likely to continue to succeed. Captain
Campbell complains that the company has establiAhccl stations on the Yonkon and at
various places remote from his station at Sitka. To use his own language, ''the company takes good care to keep its agencies, stores, ancl factors as far as possible from
military authority." He then proceeds to give a list of the company's stations, naming
everal places which do not exist, and several more at which the company never had
a post, auu others twice by different names, and finally exclaims, "they have spread
tbemsel ves all over Northern Alaska."
He does not seem to kn.o w that the company is the successor of the Russian-Ameri-can Company, and that most of these stations were established more than seventy
years ago. It may he very wrong to ''spread all over Northern Alaska," hut we cannot help it; still, we promise not to spreau any further, unless the business pays better
than it does now.
To bring the company's "agencies, stores, and factors" within the circle of military
authority, would involve a serious change of base, and we fear that to rally arouud
the post of Sitka would he rather inconvenient for business. It would be easier to
move the "military authority " than to move the "agencies, stores, anu factors," and
we think much more economical ~ud profitable for the company. If permitted, we
prefer to remain in Nortbern Alaska.
Despite all that has been or may be said against the policy and practice of the
Alaska Commercial Company, I here assert that it bas pursued its business legally,
legitimately, humanely, and honorably; it has been the uncompromising foe to the
liquor-tr~ffic, for its business is carried on with a view to permanency. It has more
than a million dollars invested in the Territory, and its bnsiness is not pursued in the
manner of itinerant traders, who in single ventures sacrifice a future trade for a
present advantage. By fair dealing with the people, (who are not easily deceived,) and
-certainly in the fulfillment of all promises, the company inspires a confidence not
easily shaken, and the native people learn to regard it as their best friend and unfailing support. ·whatever tends to disturb their relation is au evil to them.
Of the remarks contained in Captain Campbell's letter, in reference to the lease of
the seal-islands, I shall take no notice. because that is a matter with which he bas and
<:an have nothing t~ do.
·
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In conClusion, I have to say t.hat the company is ready and willing at all times for
full and thorough investigation by any competent authority. We challenge the most
searching scrutiny into all the acts, the policy, purposes, and practices of the company,
and will at all times afford most ample facilities for information regarding them to
any one making official inquiry. The intervals between · official investigations of the
company have been exceedingly short. Perhaps with a few more the demands of
justice and curiosity will be satisfied.
Thanking you for the c6urtesy of your note, I remain, respectfnlly yours,
.
JOHN F. MILLER,
Pre8ident .AlaBka Commercial Company.
Ron. Tnos. B. SHANNON,
Collector of Customs, Sctn Francisco.

No. 1.

Shipments of breech-lo.ading m·rns by the Alaska Commercial Company.
Date.

Vessel.

Destination.

I_P_r_i_ce_._

P_u_r_c_h_as_e_fr_o_m_._ _ _ __

______
1

.April23, 1872
.Jnne 18, 11l72
.Jan. 25, 1873
::\far. 28, 1873
.April24, 1873
Aug. 15, 1878
Feb. 17,1874
:Mar. 6, 1874
.A.pril17, 1874
.June 25,1874
Feb. 6,1875
Feb. 10, 1875
.April14, 1875
:May 12, 1875
.July 2, 1875

Eustace . . . . . . . Saint Michael. ..
H. L. Tbierman Kodiak ........ .
John Bright ........ do ......... ..
Cyane . . . . . . . . . . Ounalaska ..... .
Eustace......... Saint Michael ..
Cyane . . . . . . . . . . Ounalaska ..... .
Sutton .............. do ......... ..
W. H. Stevens ....... do ......... ..
Eustace......... Saint Michael .. .
Thierman .. ..... Kodiak ........ .
General Miller .. Ounalaska ..... .
Cyan~ . .. .. . . .. . Kodiak ........ .
Eustace ......... Saint Michael...
Cyane . .. .. . . .. . Ounalaska .... ..
Legal-Tender ... Kodiak ........ .
Total..........................

83
20

A. J. Plate Co., and LidJ!e & Kaeding .
John Skinker .
A . .T. Plate .
John Skinker.
21
Do .
3 A . .T. Plate.
8
Do.
4 .John Skinkor.
53 .John Skinker, and Liddle & Kaeding .
10 ,John Skiuker .
4
Do.
19
Do.
90 .John Skinker, Plate, and Liddle & Kaeding .
1
Do.
19
Do .
3
3
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No.2.

Names of jil'1ns and individuctls trading in .Alttska west of Sitkct.
Shirpser & Co.: David Shirpser, manager. Stations: Kodiak, Kenay, Snchitna,
Afognok, Elamna, Keneck, Bilkofski, Maszomy, Onnga. They trade besides that in
schooners at all other points in Alaska where trade is carried on by the Alaska Commercial Company.
J. C. Merrill & Co.: Posts at Ounga and Shoumagin Islands, and trades with brig
Timandra in the Arctic and on northwest coast of Asia.
Russian-American Ice Company: Pdst at Kodiak, and nearest surrounding stat.ious.
J. C. Janson trades at Kushkoguim and Saint Michael; the last six. years also at
Onnalaska.
E. Hennig at Ounalaska, Atka, Attoo, Tigalda, and from vessels around the Aleutian
IslandA; owns the schooner William Sutton.
Haritonoff & Co., at Kodiak, Cook's Inlet, Bilkofski, and Maszony; owns a small
schooner, name not known.
Ben Levi, at Cook's Inlet.
John Wilson, at Cook's Inlet.
There are about a dozen small traders in various parts of Alaska, principally Youkon
district and Cook's Inlet, who are supplied with trading-goods by those parties owning vessels, and occasionally import goods by fishing-vessels.
The Arctic is visited every year by a number of whalers and trading-vessels (some
foreign) for the purpose of trading for furs and whalebone with the Indians.
Vessels fitting for codfishing invariably do some trading with the natives vfthe Aleutian Islands.
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I hereby certify, that between the 1st day of May, 187~, and the 29th clay of November, H:l75, bonds were taken at my desk that no part of the following merchandise
should be landed in the Territory of Alaska, and the following are all the bonds taken
within said elates for such purpose:
Date of bond.

V essel.

Barrels or cases.

May 7, 1873
May 7, 1873
May 7, 1873
Mar. 17, 1874
:Mar. 17,1874
Mar. 9, 1875
~Iar. 10, 1875
:lfar. 10, 1875
Mar. 10, 1875

Schooner Urania .............
...... do ........•.............. .
...... do .. . . . .. . . .. . . . .. . .. . . ..
Brig Timandra ................
...... do .... .. .................
Schoon er Banner ..............
Brig Timandra . ...............
...... do .......................
...... do ...................... .

1 barrel ....... ·............
t barrel . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
2 cases . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ..
3 barrels ................•.
15 caseR ...................
4 barrels ..................
1 barrel ...................
2 banelR . ..................
11 barrels ..................

Gallons and merchandise.
42 gallons whisky.
30 gallons alcohol.
2 dozen bottles claret.
135 gallons whisky.
150 gallons whisky.
gallons whisky.
41 gallons whisky.
82q gallons whisky.
500 gallons alcohol.

I•

W. FORD

THO~IAS,

Bond and Recording Clerk.

:No.

14~.

R eport (printed) of Special Agent H. lY. Elliott, d£tlecl ~Tovember 1.6, 1874,
1nade to the Secretary of the Treasto·y, upon the condition of a.ff'ai1·s in.
the Territory of Alaskct.
[~OTE BY PRINTER.-This r<>port is printed from tbe original stereotype-plates, and will be fonud following No. :!.43.]

No. 143.
SIR: On the 14th day of 1\Iny, 1875, I had the houor to receive from
;yon the following communication, viz:
TRE,\SURY DEP.\RTMEXT, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,

Washington, May 13, 1875.
Sm: You are instructed to proceed, at the earliest possible date, to San Francisco, forthe purpose of gathering all available statistics of the trade of that port with China,
Japan, and South American countries. It will be useful to ascertain the usual mode
of putting up packages in which tea and opium are brought to the port of San Fraucisco. You will also look carefully into the South American trade, and furnish this
Department a more detailed statistical account of the products imported. It is further
desirable to ascertJtin an exact statistical return of the foreign fur-seals killed ou Copper
Island, and their proportion to the seals killed by the Alaska Commercial Company.
You will, at the same time, collect the correct statistics of the number of seals killed
by the Alaska Commercial Company, during the period of their contract, which have
pa sed through the San Francisco custom-house, the number of gallons of oil that has
been returned by the company, and any further statistical and useful information with
re~ard to these fisheries that you may deem necessary.
You may ask such information as you desire on any or all of these points from the
collector of the port of San Francisco, from the officials of the Government of all
classes, and from the contractors of the Alaska Commercial Company, who will doubtless be glad to aid your inquiries in every respect, and for the purpose of these inquiries
thi s letter will be to them a sufficient authority.
'l'he statistics and information thus collected you are req nested to hand to this Departmf'nt upon your return from the Pacific coast.
Very respectfully
B. H. BRISTO\Y,
Secrcta1'y.

J. S.

~IoonE,

EsfJ.,

Ne :v York.
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In pursuance of these instructions I proceeded to San Francisco, in
which city I arrived on the 9th of June.
I prese:oted myself to Hon. Thomas Shannon, collector of tue port of
San Francisco, to obtain such assistance necessary to my inquiries as
the nature of my investigations demanded.
The collector very promptly and c::mrteousJy ga\e me the utmost facilities that his department afforded. Indeed, nothing can surpass the
readiness and urbanity of the custom-house officisJs of the port of San
Francisco, from the collector, chief appraiser, and auditor, to the employes, in aiding any inquiry tllat comes from the Treasury Department.
As far as regards the :fir~t por6on of your instructions to inquire i11to
the Ohina, Japan, and South American trade, I have verball, communicated partly the result, and will, iu a separate report, gi \~ e a more detailed
account of my investigations.
But as the principal object of my visit to San Francisco was a thorough examination of the carrying out of the contract of the Alaska
Oommercial Company with the Treasury Department in the lease of the
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, the killing of the proscribed
number of fur-seals~ and in fact anything bearing on this important contract, I shall now endeavor to give the result of my investigations.
On the 11th of June I first presented myself to the vice-president of
the Alaska Commercial Compay. (The president, General Miller, being
at the time temporarily absent.) .
In making known my request and showing the authority of the Treasury Department, the vice-president of the company immediately stated
his willingness, on his own part and on behalf of· the company, to furnish all the information I desired, and although I had no legal authority
to demand it, yet of their own accord and with much frankness the
officials of this corporation placed their books, papers, letters, accounts
of sales, and a'\railable documents voluntarily at my disposal.
And if in my investigation I have neglected anytlling, the fault must
be entirely my own, as the highest authority from Congress could not
have elicited greater access to books and papers and personal information than was given me by the officials of the Alaska Commercial Company.
The Russian lease of the Behring, Copper, and Robbin Islands to
Hutchinson, Kohl, Pbilipens & Oo. As instructed by your letter I collected information as to the number of seals killed in the Russian-Asiatic islands, their proportion to the numbers killed on Saint Paul and
Saint George, and other useful data and statistics. I will first gh'e a
full statement on th\s important subject before I report the investigation of the Treasury lease of the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George
to the Alaska Commercial Company.
·
The Russian Empire has in its Asiatic possessions several islands on
which the fur-seals annually make their breeding-station. These are
known on the map as Behring, Copper, and Robbin Islands.
These islands were leased to Messrs. llutchinson, Kohl & Company by
the Hussian government for a period of twenty years from the year 1871
at an annual rent of 5,000 rubles, and two rubles to the government and
also 50 kopecks silver to the natives for each fur-seal skin taken, on condition that no less than 1,000 fur-seals should be killed, but granting, as
it seems, perfect freedom to kill as many more fur-seals over and above
the stipulated 1,000 as the contractors and governor of the islands may
agree upon-the revArse of the order of our own lease of Saint Paul
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a11d Saint George, whieh prohibits the killing of more than 100,000 furseals annually.
The other stipulations of the contract, a copy of ''hich will be found
in . A.ppendix .A. , are almost identical with our own contract with the
Alaska Commercial Compa1;1y.
Hutchinson, Kobl & Company are also interested in the Alaska Commercial Company, and the latter in the former, with the exception of the
Russian partner, Pb ilipens. But the accounts of these joint interests arekept strictly distinct, afactof which I have convinced myselfby examining
tbe books and ledgers, and which are corroborated by the separate shipments and distinct separate accounts of sales of Lampson & Co., in London, where both the whole catch of fur-seals of our own islands and
those of the Asiatic islands are annually sold.
·
l\fy first investigation, tberefore, was to satisfy myself that no equivocal amalgamation bas taken place between the fur-seals taken in the
Russian islands and our own, or vice ve·rsa.
·
In order to test the integrity of this Uadc I found that all the Russian fur-seals from the islands of Copper, Behring, and Robbin are sent
first to Peterpoulski, a port of Kamschatka. There they are counted by
a Russian official, and a tax of two rubles, silver, is collected on eacb
Rkin. From thence the skins are shipped by two vessels, the John
Bright and the Olga, direct, without touching anywhere, to San Francisco. The test I submitted these shipments to was as follows, viz:
First. I compared the custom-house clearance of Peterpoulski and
the entry in San Francisco with the company's books. These I have
found from 1871 to 1874 (the latest period of the in\estigation) quite
correct. Second. I compared the number of skins received by Messrs.
Hutchinson, Kohl & Co. from the Russian islands, and the certified tax
paid to the Russian gm·ernment, and I found it to agree to within a few
score of skins, which small discrepancy only the more satisfied me of its
correctness, as the count in four years of some 100,000 skins thus han
died by rude bands will naturally differ some.
.
But the still greater test was the account of sales from Lampson &
Co., in London, of the separate fur-seals, and which very closely (a difference of a few scores of skins only) agrees with all the foregoing data.
In other words, I found that the number of ~kins taken from the Russian islands agreed with Hutchinson, Kohl & Uo.'s books, with the tax
paid to the Russian government of 2 rubles per skin, and with Lampson
& Co.'s account of sales rendered. It was perfectly obvious to my mind
that a collusion was highly improbable, as it would be necessary to have
in it not only the representatives of the Russian government but also
the house of Lampson & Co., in London. Besides this, before any change
of skins could take place, not only our own officials on the islands of
Saint Paul and Saint George bad to become a party to it, but the captains and crews of the John Bright and Olga, and sundry persons on
the station where the amalgamation must needs to have taken place, bad
one and all to be in ·collusion in order to carry it out.
The following is an exact transcript from the books of Hutchinson,
Kohl, Philipens & Co., of fur-seals received and shipped from Copper,.
Behring, and Robbin Islands, to London to Lampson & Co., and the
account of sales returned by the London bouse, every date and figure of
which I have verified from the original documents.
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Ftw-skins jl'om Coppa, Behring, and Robbin Islancla, shipped to London to Lampson

_n_at_e._
1871.
July 7
6
Nov. 1
1872.
Jnly 11
()ct. 28
1873.
Nov.17
1874.
Nov. 13
Nov. 18

Oct.

l~---'------I-C-as_k_s.

-I-------~ Casks.

Skins. ii _D_a_te_.
1

-----·------·----··---·
_____ .. ___ .... ___ ... _..
----------------·------

50
62

2,131
5, 060
5,856

12~

Lease and taxes paid .
_____ . do . ____________ .

127
357

2:.!, 168

...•.. do·--------··-·.

550

30, 336

...... rlo .... _........ _
...... do . __ . __...... ..

259
2t11

14,931
16, 3QO

I

103, 990

_................... ....

I

4, 131
903
5, 845

127 1
349
8 I
550

7,182
21, 614
491l
:lO, 361

12
122

1873.
......................
May 6 ............. __ ........
.r~~~/8
Apr. 2 . _____ . ____ .. _____ ... _.
1875.
Apr. 3 ...... ....... ...... ....

2,129

I

5o

.Tan. 12

Co.

Skins.

50

1872.
Feb. 15

7, 208

I
1, 818

1871.

Dec. 21

J·

516
34

1

.H~ili -~~~~ ·i~ i~~~l~~: .-- .. -.·I
~81

24,325
1, 981
4, 986
103,953

It thus appears that tbe total amount of fur-seals brought from the
Asiatic Islands, shippeu and sold from July, 1871, to November, 1874,
inclusive, was, according to the company's shipping-account, 103,990,
and according to Messrs. Lampson & Co.'s account of sales, 103,953, a
difference of 37 skins. The evidence I was able to collect on this Russian contract, the test I subjected it to, and the proofs I hereby append,
exclude the doubt that the actual facts in en'ry respect are now distinctly and fully stated.
HISTORY OF TTIE LEASE OF SAINT PAUL AND SAINT GEORGE.

After the acquisition of Alaska by the United States, one of the first
tllings that engaged the attention of the Government was the preservation of the fur-bearing animals in the Territory, but chiefly the regulation of the seal-fi~heries of Saint Paul and Saint George.
Many interesting accounts have been written by scientific men of the
habits of this valuable fur-animal. All that is necessary to say in this
report on the subject is, that there are but two islands in our possession,
Saint.Paul and Saint George, on which fur-seals congregate in considerable number; that their numbers in both islands is estimated at
between 3,000,000 to 4,000,000, and that an indiscriminate injudicious
killing of these animals would drive tlle seal away, or exterminate them
in less than fi Ye years.
This has actually proved to be the case iu the islands south of the
Cape of Good Rope, and in other parts of the world. It was, therefore,
wisely resolved to regulate the killing of fur-seals on these two island:-.;
by an act of Congress. It may, however, be of interest to state that
during the Russian possession there existed a Russian trading-company
which had a chief station in Sitka, and ball the control of the fur-seal
islands of Saint Paul and Saint George.
'\Vben the cession of tL.e territory was made to the United States, this
Hussian Company sold out their stations and interest to the persons now
Domposing the Alaska Commercial Company, hence the latter claimed a
sort of succession of po~session. But during 1867-'68 the enterprise of
Americans was active in killing seals on the two islands, and the indiscriminate slaughter of the animals, during that time, w·as extremely injurious to the breeding of fnr-sealR. And there is no doubt that the act
of 1870, which limits the killing to not more than 100,000 seals, prevented the extermination of these highly-prized animals.
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Great confusion and continued strife llad also set in in the islands
between the natives and the Americans who came there to kill seals.
The natives were naturally adverse to an indiscriminate slaughter of the
seals, while rival adventurers came in numbers to reap the hanTest
which only lasts a few months annually.
Among those who claim to have had, as far back as 1867-'68, a fair
footing on the islands as traders and successors of the Russian Trading
Company, are the chief members of the present Alaska Commercial Company; and in 1868-'69 some agitation was made by the members of the
present company to get a lease of the islands from our Government,
which would preserve the fisheries and give them the sole control of
them.
·
It was not until July, 1870, that an act of Congress was passed with
regard to the lease of Saint Paul and Saint George.
It is claimed by the present Alaska Commercial Company that this
act of Congress, or at least a portion of section 4, was made and worded
so that they would at least be entitled to the refusal of the lease.
The following is the portion of the section in the act of July, 1870,
"An act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals," &c., referred to:
"SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That immediately after the .
passage of this act the Secretary of the Treasury shall lease, for the
rental mentioned in section 6 of this act, to proper and responsible
parties, to the best advantage of the United States, having due regard
to the interests of the Government, the native inhabitants, the parties
heretofore engaged in the trade."
A contract, or rather a lease, was effected b.v the Secretary of the
Treasury on the 3d of August, 1870, to the Alaska Commercial Company, which is herewith given in full, and is as follows:
CO]JY of lease from the United States to the A la8ka Commercial ComJ?any of the right to take
fw·-seals in Alaska. Delit•aed ..d.ugust :n, 1870.
This indenture, in duplicate, made 'this third day of August, A.D. eighteen hundred and
seventy, by and between "William A. Richardson, Acting SecreUtry of the Treasury, in
pursuance of an act of Congress, approved July 1, 1870, entitled "An act to prevent the
extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," and the Alaska Commercial Company,
a corporation duly established under the laws of the State of California, acting by John
F. Miller, Hs presiuent and a.gent, in accordance with a resolution of said corporation
duly adopted at a meeting of its board of trustees held January :n, 1870, witnesseth:
That the said Secretary hereby leases to the said Alaska Commercial Company, without power of transfer, for the term of twenty years from the first day of .May, 18701 the
right to engage iu the business of taking fur-seals on the islands of Saint George and
Saint Paul, within the Territory of Alaska, and to send a vessel or vessels to said
islands for the skins of such seals.
And the said Alaska Commercial Company, in consideration of their right under this
lease, hereby covenant and agree to pay for each year during said term, and in proportion during any part thereof, the sum of fifty-five thousand dollars into the Treasury of
the United States, in accordance with the regulations of the Secretary to be made for
this purpose under said act, which payment shall l>e secured by deposit of United States
bonds to that amount, and also covenant and agree to pay annually into the Treasury
of the United States, under said rules and regulations, a revenue-tax or duty of two
dollars upon each fur-seal skin taken and shipped by them, in accordance with the provisions of the act aforesaid; and also the sum of sixty-two and one-half cents for each
fur-seal skin taken and shipped, and fifty-five cents per gallon for each gallon of oil
obtained from said seals for sale on said islands or elsewhere and sold by said company.
And also covenant aud agree, in accordance with said rules and regulations, to furnish,
free of charge, the inhabitants of the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, annually
during said term, twenty-five thousand dried salmon, sixty cords fire-wood, a sufficient
quantity of salt, and a sufficient number of barrels for preserving the necessary supply
of meat.
And the said lessees also hereby covenant and agree, during the term aforesaid, to
maintain a school on each island in accordance with said rules and regulations, and
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suitable for the education of the natives of said islands, for a p eri oll of not less than
eight months in each year.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree not to kill upon said island of Saint
Paul more than seventy-five thousand fnr-seals,and npou the island of Saint (\eorge not
more th~tn twenty-five thousand fur-seals per annum; not to kill any fur-seal upon the
islands aforesaid in any other month except the months of Jnne, July, September, antl
October of each year; not to kill such seals at any time by the nse of fire-arms or
other means tending to drive the seals from said islands; not to kill any female seal,
or any seal less than one year old; not to kill aoy seal in the waters adjacent to said
islands, or on the beaches, cliffs, or rocks where they haul up from the sea to remain.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree to abide by any restriction or limitation upon the right to kill seals under this lease, that the act prescribes or that the
Secretary of the Treasury shall judge necessary for the preservation of such seals.
And the said lessees hereby agree that they will not in any way sell, transfer, ol~
assign this lease, and that any transfer, sale, or assignment of the same shall be void
and of no effect.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree to furnish to the several masters ol'
the vessels employed by them certified copies of this lease to be presented to the Gov ernment revenue-officers for the time being in charge of said islaod:3, as the authority
of saiu lessees for the landing and taking said skins.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree that they, or their. agents. shall not
keep, sell, furnish, give, or dispose of any distilled spirits or spiritnous liquors ou
either of said islands to any of the natives thereof, such person not being a physician
and fnrnishing the same for use as medieine.
And the said lessees further covenant and agree that this lease is acc~:"pted subject toall needful rules and regulations which shall at any time or times hereafter be made by
the Secretary of the Treasury for the collection and payment of the rentals herein agreetl
to be paid by said lessees, for the comfort, maintenance, education, and protection of
the natives of said islands, and for carrying into effect all the provisions of the act
aforesaid, and will abide by and conform to said rules and regulations.
And the said lessees, accepting this lease with a full knowledge of the provisions of
the aforesaid act of Congress, further covenant and agree that they will fulfill all th e
provisions, requirements, and limitations of said act, whether herein specifically set
out or not.
In witness whereof, the parties aforesaid have hereunto set their hands and seals the
day and year above written.
WILLIA~f A. RICHARDSON~
[SEAL.]
Acting Secretary of tlte Trea8nry.
ALASKA COl\Dfl<JRCIAL CO:'IIPANY,

[SEAL.]

By JNO. F. MlLLEl{, President.

Execu tPd in presence ofJ. H. SAVILLE.
I certify that the foregoing printeu copy of the lease of the United States to th e
Alaska Commercial Company, of the right to take fur-seals in the Territory of Alaska,
bas been compared with the original on file in this Department and is a true copy
thereof.
J. H. SAVILLE,
Chief Clerk Treasw·y Department.
\VASHINGTON, D. C., September 3, 1870.

Now the act of Congress of July, 1870, or at least that important portion which relates to the leasing of the islands and the tax on the furseal skins, is comprised in section G of the act, and is as follows, viz:
"SEC. 6. And be it f~trtlwr encwted, That tlw annual rental to be reserved by said lease shall be not less than fift.y thousa.nd dollars per
annum, to be secured by deposit of United States bonds to that amountt
and in addition hereto a revenue-tax or duty of t\vo dollars is hereby
laid upon each fur-seal skin taken and shipped from said islands during
the continuance of such lease, to be paid into the Treasury of theUnited States; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby empowered
and authorized to make all needful rules and regulations for the collection and payment of the same, for the comfort, maintenance, education,
and protection of the natiV"es of said islands, and also for carrying into
full effect all the provisions of this act : Provided furthe'r, That the Secretary of the Treasury may terminate auy lease giYen to auy person,
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company, or corporation on full and satisfa0tory proof of the "Violation
of any of tlle pro\·isions of this act or the rules and regulations established by him.')
This act differs from the lease, or rather the lease differs from the act,
inasmuch as it increases the rent by $5,000, the tax on each skin by
sixty-two and one-half cents, and imposes fifty-five cents per gallon on
oil taken and shipped; this latter source, viz, oil, being not eYen
mentionecl in the act of Congress. Nor is the supply of 25,000 dried salmon, sixty cords of fire-wood to the natives, salt, &c., mentioned in the
act of Congress, which forms part of the lease.
The reason for all this liberality was that notwithstanding the claim
of the present lessees, that they were the veritable traders heretofore
engaged, 1\-Ir. Boutwell, the then Secretary of the Treasury, submitted
the lease to the highest bidders, and it was in tllis competition that the
sixty-two and one-half cents extra per skin, fifty-five cents per gallon
for oil, the supply of salmon and fire-wood, and other acts favorable to
the Aleuts, as seen in the lease, were secured, and the contract was made
with the Alaska Commercial Company, who, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, were the most eligible parties to carry out this
important lease.
This contract or lease began in August, 1870, and terminates after
twenty years. After the lapse of nearly five years, during which time
the lease has been in full force, you instructed me, as I have said, to
gather exact and useful information, whether the lessees have in every
respect honestly and faithfully performed their obligations to the
Treasury Department.
First in order is to report my in"Vestigation as to the number of furseals killed on the two islands of Saint Paul and Saint George. I have
compared the custom-bouse entries and the certificates of tax paid with
the shipping-books oftheAlaskaOommercial Company. These I found
differed, during a term of five active tax-paying years, and in number of
404,638 skins, by e~~ actly 1,427 skins.
This discrepancy, however, as will be seen in the appended statemenb
taken from the company's books, is reduced by the actual account of
sales of :Messrs. Lampson & Co., in London, to a discrepancy of 559
skins only, and this latter I have no doubt is correct. The significance
I attach to this small discrepancy is rather favorable than otherwise,
as the very difficulty of a correct count by ignorant packers, who salt,
prepare, and pack the skins in casks for shipment, easily warrants a
diff:erence in the numbers, and I should have felt more suspicious had
there been not a single discrepancy in five years and in a number of
403,761 skins. The next test was to compare the Alaska commercial
shipping account with the re.turn of account of sales from ~Iessrs.
Lampson & Co., in London. As the company very readily placed their
books and correspondence at my dispmml, I availed myself of the privilege, and with their full consent transcribed from their books an account of sales-the whole transaction of fur-seals taken,. shipped, and
solcl-which I herewith append.
H. Ex. 83-·13
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Statement of fur-seal

sk~ns

from Saint Paul and Saint George Islands.

Shipment to London as per our
count.

Tax paid.

Date of entry in
S
_ _o_ur_bo_o_ks_._ _l --k-in_s_.

~D-at_e_o_f_en_t_ry_._

_c_r_.s_ks_. _sk-in_s_. .

Lampson's account sales from
London.
Date of account •
rendered.
Casks.

Skins.

1

June
Sept.
May
Oct.

12,1871. .....
5, 11371 .••••.
28, 1872 ..... .
16, IBn ..... .

Aug. 5, 1873 .•.••.
Aug.
Oct.
June
Aug.
Sept.

14, 1873 ..... .
14, le73 ..... .
11, ltl74 .•....
27, lt:74 .... . .
7, 1874 ..•..

3, 448 1 June 13, 1871....
69
3, 450 Dec. 14, 1871....
69
3, 474
60, 665 Sept. 6,1871.... 1, 232
61, 161 . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
711
3:J, 968
:19,176 May 29, 1H72....
6S1
40,155 Feb. 15, 1872. .•.
521
27,099
61, 313 Oct.
5, 1872.... 1, 026
61, 318 Aug. 22, 1872 . ...
681
40, 058
34, 756 Oct. 17, 1872....
524
34, 7El Jan. 12, 1873....
939
56,227
3, 9011 Aug. 12,1873....
8:!6
41, 2tl2 May 6,1873....
611
39,813
37,262 Sept. 8,1873.... 1, 020
57,213 Jan. 8, 1874.... 1, 226
6:l, 511
57, 390 Oct. 18, 1873....
72
4, 559 April 2, 1H74....
705
40, 213
5, 092 Nov. 17,1873....
11
701 Oct. 1, 1874....
4
254
4
256 Dec. 17,1874.. .. 1,112
59, 809
256 July 8, 1874....
45, 086 Sept. 11, 1874 ... : 1, 844
99, 7;"-9 April 3, 1875....
732
39, 341
54,858 ..... _.,.. .......... . ..................................................... .
403,208

7, 311

404, 635

3, 311

403, 71l7

The first column headed ';skins," represents the number of fur-seals
on which the tax was paid_. The second column headed ''skins," represents the number shipped by the company to Lon<lon. The third
column headed ''skins,~' represents the number of skins Messrs. Lampson & Co., of London, actually received and rendered account of sales for.
I am perfectly satisfied that these figures are correct, unless not only
the company, but the customs officers on the islands, the officers of the
ships that bring the skins, the custom officials in San ],rancisco, and
the great house of Messrs. Lampson & Company, in Loudon, are one
and all in collusion and conspiracy to deframl the Treasury of the United States. There would, besides, be another difficulty to overcome, as
it would be necessary to keep false books and false entries, while in
fact nothing is so easily detected as false book-keeping.
\Ve may therefore take it for granted that the true number of skins
taken from the islan<ls of Saint Paul and Saint George is correctly given
in the last column of the foregoing statement, whicll is the receipt and
return of account of sales of Lampson & Company.
I have, besides all these proofs, a copy ofletter and specifications from
the company's shipping-books to 1\Iessrs Lampson & Company, which
being verJr voluminous will be found in Appendix B; the details of
which, agreeing perfectly with the stipulated numbers, may be taken
as very satisfactory proof of the c0rrectness of the books and accounts
of the company.
It is now necessary to state that the lease having been signed and delivered August 3, 1870, and that year counting for one full year in the
lease, the company would have been entitled to 500,000 skins from 1870
to 1874, inclusive, while the actual seal-skins taken on which tax was
paid was 403,208.
·
I find, however, that the number of skins sold by 1\fessrs. Lampson
& Company on account of the Alaska Commercial Company was 403,767,
which, as stated, is a discrepancy of 559 s~dns on which no tax was paid.
It would therefore seem evident that a tax of $2.62~ per skin, or a total
of $1,467.37, is due to the Treasury by the Alaska Commercial Company.
With the adjustment of these 559 skins from which a tax is due to the
Treasury, that portion of wy instructions which requires me to ascertain the correctne~s of taxes paid on skins, and actual skins taken from
the islands during 1870-'74, inclusive, will no doubt prove·as satisfactory
to the Department as it is to me to be able to record it.

195

ALASKA.
TIIE TAX ON OIL.

It is less satisfactory to state that that portion of the lease which _
refers to a payment of 55 cents on every gallon of oil taken from said
seals for sale on said islands or elsewhere, and sold by said company, is
a dead letter, and has been a dead letter from the very :first.
Indeed, so clear was it made to the Department that no tax could be
~ollected on oil, that your immediate predecessor, on the 16th of February, 1874, released the .Alaska Commercial Company from all further
payment of tax on fur-seal oil, which the following copy of Secretary
Hichardson's letter will fully· explain.
TREASURY Dl<~PARTMENT,

Wa shington, D. C., Februm·y 16, 1874.
SIR: Referring to yonr letter of the 15tb ultimo, relative to the taking of seal-oil on
the islands of Saint Paul and Saint George, by the Alaska Commercial Company, upon
which oil a tax of fifty-five cents per gallon was agreed to be paid by the lease
entered into between the United States and said company, I have to say that, upon
due consideration, I have decideu to waive the collection of tax upon such seal-oil as
may be taken by said company an(l shipped from said islands; su.ch waiver to stand
in full force until otherwise ordered by th e Department.
I am, very respectfully,
(Signed)
WM. A. RICHARDSON,
S ecretm·y.
H. M. HUTCHrxsox, Esq.,
Of Alaska Commercial Cont)iflii.1J,
Washington, D. C.

This authority is, of course, so long as it is in force, sufficient to stop
any inYe. tigation. I haYe, nevertheless, ascertained the following
facts:
First, a fur-seal, when in its best condition, onl.v gives one gallon of
oil, but the average would hardly be more than half a gallon, owing to
their being killed in June anu July.
Second, the commercial value of fur-seal oil is almost nominal-from
30 to 35 cents per gallon.
Third, that the Alaska Commercial Company had the tax removed
February lG, 187 4, yet it uid not pay them to render the seals killed in
1874, into oil; the fact is, the operation does not pay.
It is nevertheless to be regretted that such a perfect sham bid· as 55
-cents per gallon for fur-seal oil should have founu a place in the lease,
and have been seriously agreed upon.
The Alaska Commercial Company claim that this bid on oil was not
made by them at all, but was forced upon them by competitive bidders.
Be that as it may, no revenue has been collected from fur-seal oil.
The very wording on the clause makes it optional with the lessees to
take, sell, and ship oil. The Treasury cannot compel them to do so.
SHIPPING 1'HE FUR-SEAL SKINS FRO::\I THE ISLANDS OF SAINT PAUL AND
SAIN1' GEORGE TO SAN FRANCISCO.

The Alaska Commercial Company haYe two vessels employed in ship. ping stores to Alaska and the islands, and bringing the fur-seals from
:-'-.the islanus to San Francisco. One, the Alexander, is a steamer, and
the other, the Cyane, is a sailing-vessel of same capacity.
The chief enf'rep(1t for stores of the company is in Annalaska, a port
of deliYery on that island. It is the habit of the company to store
supplies in this port, and the steamer Alexander plys from .Annalaska
to the islands of Saint George and Saint Paul, carrying stores to the
islands and bringing fnr-seal skins to Annalaska, from which steamei' a
\-. __
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portion are transshipped on the sailing-vessel Cyaue, and the balance
brought by the Alexander to San Francisco direct, without further
breaking the voyage, which the ship's logs will testify to.
These transshipri1ents arc made under the supervision of the Annalaska custom-house officials. It would, nevertheless, be advisable that
a Government official be detailed, to whom the authorities in Saint Paul
and Saint George should deliver over the amount of seal-skins, which
should remain under his care and custody during the transshipment in
Annalaska, and during the voyage, until they are delivered over to the
collector of the port of San Francisco.
In other words, as the Treasury clearly has a lien on the product, of
$:3.62~ per skin, the goods should be treated as any other bonded goods,
and never be out of the custody of the Government until the tax is
paid.
This could be effected with little cost to the Treasury, be a great check,
and prove satisfactory even to the lessees, who seem willing to gh~e the
authorities all the supervision that is required.
THE ADVISABILITY OF KILLING ::\IORE ·SEALS THA~ PRESCRIBED BY
THE .ACT OF JULY 1, 1870.

I have made some careful· inquiry as to the condition and numbers of
seals on the two islands of Saint Paul and Saint George. It has
been stated in corroboration of l\[r. Elliott's report, by very trustworthy
and respectable authority, that there are at least from three million to
three and a half million seals of all kinds and ages on Saint Paul, and
from three hundred thousand to four hundred thousand on Saint
George.
That the act of Congress prescribing the killing of only 75,000 on
Saint Paul is much less than the great flock there every year warrants,
while the number of 25,000 to be killed in Saint George, prescribed in
the act, is rather more than a flock of from three hundred thousand to
four hundred thousand should, in proportion to the vast nnlllber on
Saint Paul, bear. There eerns to be no doubt that more seals than
prescribed by the act could conveniently, and without detriment to the
animals, be killed in Saint Paul.
It is, howen~r, my duty to report that the lessees are rather adverse
to obtaining the privilege of killing more seals than the stipulated number of 100,000 now agreed to in the contract.
It seems that the 100,000 fur-seals from our own islands, together
with the 30,000 obtained l>y them from the Asiatic islands, besides the
scattering fur-seals killed in the south seas, are all tlte market of the
world can conveniently take. In fact it is pretty evident that the very
restriction of the numbers killed is about the most -valuable part of the
franchise of the Alaska Uommercial Oompan;y, and is only another proof
of the absurdity of the frequent charges made against them that they
surreptitiously take from our islands t\Yenty or thirty thousand more
seals than they are entitled to take.
As these islands are now leased for a period of fifteen years longer,
and a contract for increasing the number to be killed could in point of
fact only be made with the present lessees, their present refusal to entertain the mere proposition makes the increased catch on the islands
impracticable. The present restriction, valuable as it undoubtedly is to
the lessees, will, however, have the undoubted advantage of preserving
the fur-seals on the islands, which in the end may be worth much more
than twenty or thirty thousand dollars more revenue per annum.
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ALTERATION IN THE LEASE IN THE NU1IBERS KILLED ON EACH ISLAND.

In the original lease, dated August 3, 1870, it was agreed and stipulated that the number of fur seals to be killed in Saint Paul should not
exceeu 75,000, and the number in Saint George should not exceed
25,000. Experience has proved that the killing of 25,000 in S~int
George would be detrimental to the number of seals on the island.
Hence an appeal was made to your immediate predecessor to modify the
number of seals to be killed in Saint George and. transfer the killing of
more seals to Saint Paul.
The modification signed by Secretary Richardson, and found in Appendix 0, will explain the change. It stipulates that from and after the
25th of March, 1874, the Alaska Commercial Company shall be allowed
to kill not more than 90,000 seals, instead of 75,000, in Saint Paul, and
not more than 10,000 in Saint George, instead of 25,000. In other
words, there are 15,000 less killed in Saint George and 15,000 more
in Saint Paul. This change in the numbers of seals killed on the
islands, beneficial to the preservation of the breed of seals of Saint
George, is authorized by an act of Congress, approved 1\Iarch 24, 1874,
ari(l entitled ''An act to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska," approved July 1, 1870.
Whether any fnrther modification in determining the quota to be
killed on each island is necessary, should ha-ve the careful consideration
of the Secretary of the Treasury, who, by the aid of experts, collecting
reliable data as to the nmnber and condition of fur-seals on each island,
would ue enabled to prescribe either from year to ye:1r, or once in every
three years, the quantity to be killed on each island.
li\IPORTANCE AND VALUE OF THE LEASE AND ITS

FR.A.~CHISE.

There does not exist any doubt, iwr indeed is it denied by the
Alaska. Commercial Company, that the lease of the islands of Saint Paul
and Saint George is highly lucrative. The great success of this franchise is, however, owing, as far as I could ascertain, to three principal
causes: First, the Alaska Commercial Company, owing to the fact that
they have the sole control of the three Asiatic islands on which furseals are founct, as well as on our own islands at Saint Paul and Saint
George, virtually manage the sale of eighty per cent. of all the fur-seals ·
killed annually in the world. Secondly, the arbitrary and somewhat
eccentric law of fashion has raised tlle price of fur-seals iu the markets
of the world, during the last four years, fully 100 per cent. in value.
Thirdly, time and experience haYe given this controlling company most
valuable advantages. For instance, in the island of Saint Paul, where a
reputed number of from three to three and a half million seals congregate, the comparatively small quantity only of formerly 75, 000, and
now 90, 000 are killed. The company employ experts in selecting easily
the kind that are most valuable in the market, and have no difficulty
in getting 90,000 out of a flock of three to three and a half I_Uillions,
which are the select of the ~elect; and it is owing to this cause and to
the care taken in avoiding cuts in the skins, as also in properly preparing them for t,he market, that the high prices are obtained. Indeed the
fact is that a fur-seal skin selling now in London for .£2.10s. or .£3, is, owing to its superior quality and excellent condition, cheaper than the furseal which five years ago fetched 30s. sterling. The former mode of the
indiscriminate killing of the fur-seals was as detrimental to the value
of the skins as it was to the existence of the breed. With such a val-
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uable franchise, secured by a contract that has still fifteen years to run,
but which could without notice be terminated by the Secretary of the
Treasury for cause, it would indeed be a suicidal policy on the part of
the company to infringe on the stipulations of the contract.
PERIODICAL EXAMINATIONS.

It would nevertheless be in my judgment advisable, if a periodical
examination of the fulfillment of the lease by the company is made .
.A competent person, enjoying the confidence of the Department,
should be sent to San Francisco once at least in e\ery three years,
whose duty should be to thoroughly examine the books~ correspondence, account of sales, shipping-documents, entries, and tax-receipts of
the company, relating to the number of seals killed, skins shipped and
sold, on which tax was collected. These documents should be carefully
verified, and the result reported to the Secretary of the Treasury.
The regulation I have no doubt will be found wholesome l>Oth to the
Treasury and the lessees.
POLICY OF LEASING TilE ISLANDS.

It was not signified by your letter of intructions that I should iu any
way investigate the wisdom or unwisdom of the policy of Congress in leasing the islands; thus, as it were, establish a powerful control in favor of .
a single corporation. I have nevertheless gathered the following information on this important subject:
OPPOSITIO~

TO THE ALASKA

COM~IERCIAL

CO:L\'IP ANY.

It is no doubt as well known to tlle Department as to Congress, that
there exists a strong opposition· to the lease of the fur-seal islands.
The headquarters of the opposition is naturally in San Francisco.
Having made a thorough investigation of the Alaska Commercial Company, I felt it my duty to gather all the information on the seal-fisheries
from these parties who so bitterly oppose the lease. In December,
1874, a set of resolutions were printed in San F'rancisco, by the so-called
.Anti-Monopoly Association of the Pacific Coast, an association, however, that only appears to be in a primitive state widely circulated, setting forth reasons and arguments why the act of 1870 should never
have been passed into law, and why it should now be repealed.
Having one of these circulars in my possession, on the 25th of June I
called on one of the signers, l\ir. I. Shirpser, 105 :M ontgomery street, who
is a furrier, and has fur stations in Alaska. Having maue known my businesstol\ir. Shirpser, he declared that he knew nothing positive against the
Alaska Commercial Company; that he believed that the company would
be foolish to enrlanger a highly valuable franchise for the sake of $50,000
or even $200,000 surreptiously obtained; his complaint was against the
act of Congress for granting a lease at all to anyoody. However, he sent
me to Messrs. Fuerstein & Co., California street, as persons who could
give me \aluable information. I found their representatives, Messrs.
Roeding and Douz-el, two highly respectable and intelligent merchants,
who very frankly informed me that owing to some settlement with the
Alaska Commercial Company, they were bound not to work against their
interest. They, :Messrs. Roeding and Douzel, nevertheless unoffici'ally
assured me that while they fully believed that the company would not be
stupid enough to endanger the lease by infringing on it provisions, they
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felt constrained to say that the act of 1870 was a mistake. Mr. Roeding
said further that he was one of the Goldstone contract party, to whom
the lease ought to base been awarded, and that he bad no doubt that he
would have carried on the trade the same as the Alaska Commercial
Uompany, but still he would have thought the act wrong. These
gentlemen further informed me that if I wanted to get at the bottom of
it, they would send for Mr. Bernard Bendel, who would give me all the
information I desired. Next day I Haw Mr. Bendel, who professed himself the author of a recent published pamphlet against the Alaska seal
monopoly. With this gentleman, and a Mr. Ennis, and an ex-priest of
the Greek church, Mr. Honchoraneo, who was an editor of the Alaska
Herald, I had interviews, and as these were the most outspoken opponents to the lease that I could find, I preferred to gather information
from them. All my endeavors, hmveYer, to find out anything po~:;itive
and reliable wherein the lessees bad violated the contract, were quite
fruitless. Mr. Bendel, even in the memorial, refuses seriously to eharge
the company with any breach of contract, and it is only fair to say that
the opposition to the Alaska Commercial Company invariably vent their
indignation on the act of 1870. This alone is its grievance. As my
mission to San Francisco was to investigate any facts relating to the
carrying out of the lease, and not the act of Congress, and as aU the
numerous opposing parties I met absolutely refused to cllarge the company under oath with any actual violation of the lease, I really felt
powerless in the matter. 1 nevertheless herewith transmit, in Appendix
D, a memorial signed by the opposition to the Alaska Commercial Company in San Francisco, and I call your attention to the fact, while this
memorial condemns the act of 1870, it does not conflict with my· investigations as to t he fulfillment of the provisjons of the lease.
1'HE NATIVES OF SAINT PAU L AND SAINT GEORGE.

The cession of the two fur-seal islands by Russia made it incumbent
on the United States Government to prevent, not only the extermination of the fur-seals, but also the extermination of the natives. The
two islands of Saint Paul and Saint George contained, early in 1875,
the following population:
Saint P aul-males . ........ . ......... . ......................................... 110
females ...................................................... ---. 118

To tal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228
Saint George-n1ales ..... ··---- ................................................
femal es . _... _•...... _.... __ ....•............. _.. • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . •

57
63

Total ....................... _... • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 120

The total native population of the two islands, therefore, is 348. In
Saint Panl there are 50 working-men out of the whole population; in
Saint George, the number is said to be about 18. The women and
chihlren, no doubt, do a good deal of hard work on both islands. These
natives are a mixed breed of Japan esc and Russians, and have been on
the islands more or less since the occupation of Alaska by the Russians.
As I have not been on the islands myself, I can only give such information about them as I was able to gather from trustworthy sources. All
information about the Aleuts agrees in the following: The natives are
repre ented as exceedingly docile, exceedingly dirty in their habits, exceedingly religions, or, rather, superstitious, and exceedingly fond of
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whisky. It is alleged ~hat there is 11othing valuable that an Aleut
would not exchange or barter for whisky. Of this assertion there can
be little doubt, if the eYidence of the most respectable meu who have
been on the islands can be believed. Congress seems to have been
aware of this fact before the act of 1870 was passed, as one of the chief
features of the act is a total prohibition of the traffic in spirits on the
islands.
There is no doubt on the subject, that free b·ade in seal-skins and
'Yhisky would, in less than three years, exterminate both the fur-seals
and the Aleuts on the islands, and the most ardent free-trader has reluctantly to acknowledge that this is an instance where tile benefits of
free trade is an exception to the general rule, as it will be seen b.v the
lease of the islands. Congress has especially resen~ed for tllese natives
general good treatment, and an;r infringement on the stipulations would
be a grievous breach of contract.
As all my information respecting the lease and its execution was obtained from the company's books, I was only able to judge of the soeial
condition of the islanders by the amount of reaay money they have
saved during the last four years, and whieh is in the keeping of the
Alaska· Commercial Company. This statement of accounts due the
natives will be found in Appendix E, which also contains the retail
prices of goods sold on the islands by the company to the natives. From
this it appears that in Saint Paul eighty nati\es are credited b.v the
company with ........................ _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $34, 715 24
and the church with ...................... r..... . . . .....
7, 969 17
Total ........ _..... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

42, 681 41

In Saint George, twenty-four uath-es are credited with ... .
and the church with .... .. .............................. .

$6,623 96
~,006 91

Total ....•............ _. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 630 87
which bears interest at 8 per cent. This gives a per-capita saving of
$122.30, exclusive of the church property. These statistics are in so far
interesting that they show a general state of at least material pTosperity,
judged by sa\ings-banks' statistics. It also prmTes the wisdom of Congress in restricting the liquor-traffic on the islands, as there can be no
doubt that all these sav~ngs would immediately be exchanged for whisky. I deemed it advisable, however, to address the following letter to
the president of the company, and recei\ed the accompanying reply,
·
which will explain themsel\es.
LETTER AND REPLY.

EAN FRANCISCO, July 14, 1875.
Sm: As I intend to lay before the Secretary of the Treasury the amounts of
savings in your company's possession, belonging to the natives of Saint Paul and Saint
George, I would like to have your reply to the following specific questions:
1. Are the savings deposited by the natives of Saint Paul and Saint George with your
company entirely voluntary, or does your company detain part of their wages, and
compel them to leave money in your bands?
2. Are the depositors allowed to withdraw their money when and as they please, or
are they expected to receive their dues in goods or wares f
3. I would also feel obliged if you will inform me whether the natives of Saint Paul
and Saint George are at perfect liberty to leave the islands, and the means at their disposal to aecomplisb it.
I remain, most respectfully,
DEAR

J. S. MOORE.

The FRESIDENT OF THE ALASKA COMMERCIAL COMPANY.
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AL.\. 1\:A co~DIERCIAL CO:\IPANY,

No. 310

SANSO:\IE STREET,

Scm Francisco, July 15, 1875. _
DEAR Sm: I havtl the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th
instant, and for reply to your questions, I beg to state:
1st. That the 'avings of the native people of Saint Paul and Saint George Islands
deposited with this company are the results of the voluntary action of each individual depositor, without compulsion on the part of the company, or any of its agents or
employes. The company has, however, recommended to the people the system of savings which is practiced in civilized communities, and has explained to them the character of savings-banks, and advised them that they could with perfect safety deposit
their earnings with the savings-banks of San Francisco, but they have hitherto preferred to deposit with the company, it being more convenient for them. Upon all
these deposits the company pays the regular rate of interest on term-deposits which
rules in San Francisco.
2d. The company holds itself responsible and ready at all times to pay the depositors,
on demand, the full amount of their deposits, with accrued interest, in United States
gold coin. No depositor is required or expected to take goods for any part of his deposit or for interest thereon. In this connection, I beg to state that this system of
savings bas been instituted and fostered for the purpose of cultivating habits of economy and thrift among the native people, and in pursuance of the general policy of the
company toward their civilization and enlightenment. The motive of the company in
this proceeding is to benefit the people, it being no advantage whatever to the company to take these deposits and pay interest thereon, when it has ample funds of its
own for all its purposes.
3d. All the people of these islands can leave of their own free will. The company
has never made pretense of any power to detain any person upon the islands for any
cause or purpose, and has never attempted or practiced any restraint upon the liberty
of any native or other person in any manner whatever.
All natives who desire to leave the islands are allowed free passage to Onnalaska on
the company's vessels, which make frequent trips between that port and the islands of
Saint Paul and ~aint George. The opportunities for transit from Ounalaska to mar.y
parts of the Territory are frequent and ample, and the natives, like all other people, g(}
where they please.
The desire to quit the islands is by no means prevalent among the native people, for
they are a happy and prosperous people, and more than satisfied. to remain. Some, on
ancount of family connections or other private reasons, have, however, availed themselves of the favor of the company, and have been carried on the company's vessels
to Ounalaska and other places, and some of these have again returned to the
islands. No ont1 bas been refused by the company the right to quit the islands at his
pleasure. The inhabitants of Saint Paul and Saint George Islands are as free in all
respects as any people on the globe.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
JNO. F. MILLER,

President Alaska Commercial Company.
MoonE,

Esq.,

..Jgent United States Treasury Department, San Francisco.

It remains now only for me to add, that during my somewhat protracted stay in ~an Francisco, I have been enabled to collect much interesting data of minor importance on all subjects relating to the furseal fisheries which it would be impracticable to embody in this report,
but which, of course, is at JOUr disposal. Respectfully calling your attention to the fact that my statements made are fortified wHh proofs
and vouchers, I therefore hope that this report will be found satisfactory and useful.
Most respectfully,
J. S. MOORE ..
lion. B. ll. BRISTOW,
Secretary of Treasury, 1Vashington, D. C.
H. Ex. 83-14
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LETTER TO THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.

~"'".A.SHINGTON,

D. C., November 16, 18'f4.

SIR: In compliance with the pro·visions of the act of Congress

apvroved April 22, 1874, I have the honor to submit the following report upon the condition and importance of the furtrade in the Territory of Alaska; "the present condition of the
seal-fisheries of Alaska; the haunts and habits of the seal; the
preservation and extension of the fisheries as a source of revenue to the United States, with like information respecting the
fur-bearing animals of .Alaska generally; the statistics of the
fur-trade; and the condition of the people or natives, especially
those upon whom the successful prosecution of the fisheries and
fur-trade is dependent:''
The first measure suggested by my investigations this season
is one of reform in the present government of the Territory. It
is supposed that a useless outlay of money and labor is
not intended to be persisted in, when the same annual expenditure will give prompt and effective supervision over interests
in that region which seem now to be sadly neglected. The
present mismanagement of affairs in Alaska is not attributable
to any other cause than that of the universal ignorance prevailing in the United States, at the time of the transfer~ in regard
to the form of government needed, and since then no one seems
to have taken any intelligent or active interest in the matter.
In the following report, herewith submitted, I desire to draw
your attention to the statements and suggestions contained in
the chapter devoted to this subject, and I trust that you may
be pleased to give them your approval.
The pecuniary value of the fur-seal interests of the Govern-..
ment renders it highly important that the Treasury Department,
now intrusted with its care and supervi~on, should possess
definite and authoritative information as to its proper management-for its perpetuation in its original integrity, at least. I,
therefore, take great pleasure in calling your attention especially
to the accqmpanying report upon the subject, which embodies
the results of three seasons' (1872, 1873, and 1874) close per-
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sonal observation and research on the ground, with maps and
illustrations.
In connection with the condition of the natives of the Territory, on whom the successful prosecution of the fur-trado is
dependent, I have been led into a very careful study of the
history and habits of the sea-otter iu this country, to tho successful huuting of which between four and five thousand Christian Aleutia.ns and Kodiakers look for a means of livelihood.
Since the transfer, fire-arms, formerly proscribed, have been
introduced among the sea-otter hunters. This, in combination
with the keenest rivalry of opposition traders, makes it only a
question of a very short time ere these valuable and interesting
animals are exterminated, on the exi>:.tence of which so many
christianized natives are totall_y· dependent for all of the comforts, and many even of the necessities, of a semi-civilized
life. Tlle remedy for this is a very simple and effective one, and
I beg leave to refer to my discussion of the subject in this
report under the head of the sea-otter and its lmnters.
In my report it will be seen tllat I have gi\Ten the Yukon,
Aleutian, and Sitkan sections close attentiqa, having yet to
more fully examine the Kodiak, Cook's Inlet, and Copper River
districts; that I have, in connection with Lieut. vVashburu
1\faynard, United States Navy, my associate during the past
season, carefully resurveyed the area and position of the breeding-grounds of the fur-s~al on the Pry bilov I ·lands. \Ve surveyed Saint Mattllew's Island, which is contiguou. and was
entirely unknown and uninhabited, in oruer to 8ettle the question, so frequently asked, and to which no definite reply could
be given, as to whether or not it was suitable ground for furseals to land upon and breed, should these animals ever become
dissatisfied with their present locality; and that I have compiled, from Hussian and other authorities, facts and statistics
as to the extent of the fur-trade in the early days of the Territory, so as to compa.re with the condition of this business at the
present, as I get it from traders and agents in the country· generally. Of necessity, I have been obliged to use my judg·rnent
in selecting and taking these figures, both from the written as
well as the verbal authorities. These I submit as being very
neal'ly correct, to the best of my knowledge arid belief. The
remarkable increase in the catch of fur-bearing animals since
the change of ownersllip of the country is most striking, but
in perfect llarmony with the strong contrast between the indo-
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lent, make-shift management of the Russian-American Fur
Company in later times and that of our energetic, economical
traders.
The extravagant statements which have been made in regard
to the resources of this Territory, which, on the one hand, were
they true, would fit it for the future reception of a highly-civilized population, while, on the other, it would be made a land
of utter desolation, worthlessness, and an entire loss of seven
millions of purch_ase-money; besides being a burden to the
General Government, these announcements, so often made
and reiterated throughout our country, have caused me to pay
great attention to the subject, and in this report I have endeavored to give a concise description of the agricultural character
of the Territory as I have seen it, which tlms far might be truthfully summed up in saying that there are more acres of better
land lying now as wilderness and jungle in sigllton the mountaintops of the Alleghaniesfrom the car-windowsofthcPennsylvania
road than can be found in all Alaska; and whe:t. it is remembered that this land, wild, in the heart of one of our oldest and
most thickly-populated States, will remain as it now is, cheap,
and undisturbed for an indefinite time to come, notwithstanding its close proximity to the homes of millions of ener;~etic
and enterprising men, it is not difficult to estimate the value of
the Alaskan acres, remote as they are, and barred out by a
most disagreeable sea-coast climate, leaving out altogether the
great West and vast agricultural regions of British America ;
but then, directly to tile contrary, it would be wrong to hint by
this statement, true as it is, that the country is worthless, for
on the Seal Islands alone the Government possesses property
which would not remain in the market many days unsold were
it offered for seven millions, and from which the annual
revenue is doubly sufficient to meet all expenditures for the
proper government of the whole Territory, if the matter was
correctly adjusted. .Again, it should be understood that, beyond a few outcrops of Tertiary coal and small leads near Sitka
of gold and silver, with reports of native copper in situ, nothing
is known whatever of the mineral wealth of the Territory at
the present writing, as far as I can learn, but which I have
reason to think will develop into some value.
My opinion with reference to the fishing interests in the Territory has been almost entirely formed by the accounts of old,
experienced fishermen whom I have met in the country person-
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ally engaged in fishing in these waters. The value and probable yield of the cod-banks of Alaska have been greatly overrated,
but it may be reasonably anticipated that the success attending
the canning of salmon on the Columbia River will stimulate the
prosecution of tllis iu<lustry at the months of all the large
streams and r :,·ers of the Territory.
In connection '\Yith my survey of affairs in tbe Territory, the
Seal Islands in especial, I ha\e l>een most fortunate in being
associated with a gentleman so efficient and conscientious as
Lieut. \Vashburn l\Iaynanl, the officer selected by the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance with the act of Congress, to
accompany me ou this tour of in\estigation, and to report independently.
It is also fitting that I should speak in flattering terms of the
high character of the service rendered us this season by Capt.
J. G. Baker, commanding the United States revenue-cutter
Reliance, who carried us with all care and expedition to such
points as we saw :fit to designate, and which it was possible to
visit in a sailing-\essel, \Yith the time allotted.
The sm·eral subjects within the scope of my report I have
arranged, and herewith respectfully present in the following
order, \iz:
CHAPTER I. THE CHARAC'l'ER OF TilE COUNTRY.
II. THE NATIVES OR PEOPLE OF ALASKA; THEIR
CONDITION, &c.
III. THE DUTY OF THE GOVERN11EN1' IN THE TERRITORY OF ALASKA.
IV. TRADE IN THE TERRITORY AND THE TRADERS,
S1'ATIO:NS, &c.
V. THE SEA-OTTER Al'D ITS HUNTING.
VI. 'fHE CONDITION OF AFFAIRS ON TilE SEAL
ISLANDS; PRYBILOV GROUP.
VII. THE HABI'l'S OF TilE FUR SEAL.
VIII. FISH AND FISllERIES.
IX. 0RNLTilOLOGY OF 'l'IIE PRYBILOV ISLANDS.

APPENDIX.
I have endeavored in the preparation of this report to be
as concise as possible, perhaps so to a fault, but the enumeration of the thousand and one little things that have combined
to form opinion, and indirectly influence one's judgment, can
iuterest no one but the writer.
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On the subject of Alaska, it is · safe to assert that no othei~
unexplored section of the world was ever brought into notice
suddenly, about which so much has been emphatically and
·positively written, based entirely upon the whims and caprices
of the writers, and, therefore, it will not be at all surprising if
the truth in regard to the Territory does frequently come into
conflict with many erroneous popular opinions respecting it.
With the hope that the results of my labor as presentedin
the following report will meet with your approval and support,
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,
HENRY W. ELLIOTT,
Special Agent Treasury Department.
Ron. B. H. BRISTOW,
Secretary of the Treasury.

CHAPTER I.
THE CHARACTER OF THE COUNTRY.
TITE TERRITORY OF ALASKA.

So much bas been said p)·o and con as to the natural wealth
and ad-vantages of our new acquisition, the Territory of Alaska,.
that the widest possible divergence of opinion has arisen upon this
8ubject; on the one hand, we bear that here is a country no more
rugged or uninviting than is Sweden or Norway, where a high
civilization exists, with just as much natural adaptation for the
home of advancing humanity, with vast forests of the finest
ship-timber, with iron, copper, coal, and possibly rich gol<l and
silver mines, with valleys and plains upon which sheep and cattle
can be bred and raised without more than ordinary care, so abundant is the grass apd other vegetation; that the climate is extremely mild on the seaboard, no more damp and foggy than
on the coast of Oregon, &c.; while, on the other hand, we are
as gravely told that it is an area of total desolation; that it is
locked up in the grasp of winter's frosts for eight or nine months
in the year; that icebergs and snow fill the sea and drift in
fathomless rifts; that it is bare and barren, only moss and
swale grass; that e\en the inhabitants there drag out a miserable existence on seal-meat, oil, and like food ; and that it will
never become the home of white men, because there is no object
in the land that will draw them there save the small fur-trading
interests.
There is truth in both declarations, but no such thing as a
happy medium can be struck between the two views; a fair,.
dispassionate st!ltement in regard to this matter, however, at
the time of the .transfer of the Territory, could hardly have been
made, no cithen of the United States having the means OJ:' the
opportunity to form a proper judgment. The Russians did not
live here as a people, but as a company of fur-traders only,
with a single eye to the getting of skins ; and the matter of
their subsistence while EO doing was comparatively of little
importance; but it should be said that at all of their· post&
throughout the Territory they fully tested the capabilities ot
soil and climate for garden-pro(1ucts, and at many of them,
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gave bogs and cattle a trial, with a deep interest in the success
of their experiments. The Russian Ame·rican Company in retiring from the country gave us a generally correct map of the
Territory, accurate figures as to the numbers and distribution
of the natives; but upon other points the most vague or else
conflicting data, and in this condition of knowledge we took
possession of the country. Its true status, therefore, and real
importance were simply unknown to our people.
Since that time, however, quite a number of adventurers,
traders, miners, fishermen, and the like have had their attention and interest centered here, and the resources of the country
in small sections have been keenly scrutinized with a view to
what the country could or could not ~· ield in supply of human
wants.

•
~··

'l'HE DIVERSIFIED CHARACTER OF 'l'IIE COUNTRY .

Everybody is familiar with the geographical position of
Alaska, with its extended area of coast-line, stretching· from a
trifle south of the 55th parallel of north latitude, above Fort
.Simpson, on the British Columbian Territory, far to the nortllward and westward away jnto the Arctic Ocean and above the
arctic circle; and, in describing the character of this vast trend
of land, it should be divided into several natural districts, by
reason of the loeal difference between them.
The Sitkan district.-Starting from Portland Canal and running
north to Cross Sound and the headofLynnCanal, the eye glances
over a range of country made up of hundreds of islands, large
and small, and a bold, mountainous coast, all everywhere rugged
and abrupt in contour, and, with exception of highest summits, the hills, mountains, and Yalleys, tbe last always narrow
.and winding, are covered with a dense jungle of spruce and
fir, cedar and shrubbery, so thick, dark, and damp, that it is
traversed only by the expenditure of great physical energy,
and a clear spot, either on islands or mainland, where an acre
.of grass might grow by itself, as it does in the little "parks"
far in the interior, cannot be found. In these forest-jungles,
espe~ially on the lowlands and always by the water-courses,
will be found a fair proportion of ordinary timber of the char.acter above designated. The spruce and fir, however, are so
heavily charged with resin, that they can be used for nothing
·b ut the roughest work; the cedar is, however, an excellent article. But back from the Uoast Range here, on which our bound-
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ary-line is dotteu, spring~ up quite a different country again,
higher everywhere from the sea-levell>y thousands of feet, dry,
with not one-tenth part of the rain-fall, vast rolling plains or table-lands and rounded mountain-tops, over which fire has swept
not many years ago, for the last time, as it has frequently done
before, utterly destroying tlw pine-forests, leaving nothing but
the blackened and bleached trunks piled upon and across one
another at the sport of fierce gales; and springing up from beneatll this desolation and shutting over it is a new forest of
young pine and poplars, with a large number of service-berry
and sala,l bushes interspersed. The valleys here widen out,
and contain large tracts of excellent ground for culth·ation,
with the significant objection, however, of being subject to
frosts so late in the spring as June 10, and so early in the
summer as the 20th of August. This, of course, excludes the
question of agricultural utility; and although the grass grows
everywhere here in the valleys in tlle most luxuriant manner,
yet cattle cannot run out through the winters, w4ich are here
bitterly cold; widely different from those a hundred miles only
to the westward across the Coast Range. Here, under the powt.Jrful influence of the great Pacific, winter is never anything
but wet and chilly, seldom ever giving the people a week's
skating on the small lake back of Sitka. Day after day there
are high winds and drizzling rains, with breaks in the leaden
sky showing gleams of clear blue and sunlight; and here the
.agriculturist or gardener has like cause for discouragement,
for nothing will ripen; whatever he plants grows and enters on
its stages of decay without perfecting. It must, moreover, be
remarked that there is but very little land fit even for this unsatisfactory and most unprofitable agriculture, i. e., properlydrained and warm soil enough for the very hardiest cereals.
There is not one acre of such tillable land to every ten thousand of the objectionable character throughout the larger por~iou of this area, and certainly not more than one acre to a
thousand in the best regions. Grass grows in small localities
or areas, wherever it is not smothm'ed by forests and thickets,
in the valleys over this whole Sitkan district; its presence,
however, is not the rule, but the exception, so vigorous is the
growth of shrubbery and timber; and even did it grow in large
amount, the curing of hay i.s simply impracticable. Although
the winters are mild, still there is not enough ranging-ground
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to supvort herus of cattle throughout the year and have them
within control.
Mount Saint Elias distt·ict.-Reaching from Cross Sound to
Prince William's Sound is a second and clearly-defined region,
exhibiting a bald, bare sea-front, with scarcely an island or a
rock in its long stretch of over three hundred miles; little belts
of spruce timber skirt the lowlands by the sea, while that which is
hilly and mountainous is almost bare; grass and berries grow,
howeYer, in great abundance. It is the most cheerless, but at
the same time the most interesting, portion of the Territory, not
from any other point of view, however, than that of the tourist
_or geologist, who will find :l\Iount Saint Elias the highest peak in
North America, and the superb mountains of Fairweather and
Cillon, and the country about them, covered, for miles anrl miles,.
with mighty glaciers, a field of most instructive-interest. An
immense mass of ice comes down into the head of Lynn Canal,
which, the Indians say, originates and travels froml\tlounfFair·
weather over fifty miles away. This glacier is some eight miles
wide where it faces the sea in the channel, and many lnmdred
feet in thickness, perfectly magnificent, and should be visited,
for, as yet, this region, like the most of our new Territory, has
not been trodden by the foot of wbite man, and seldom even by
the savage. Its exceptional presentation of timber, its long
reaches of rounded, low, barren hills, and relativ-e scarcity of
both birds and animals, make this section about as uninviting,
on economic grounds, as any in th~ Territory, and the paucity
of Inllian life within its limits speaks definitely for its po"erty
as to game and fish.
Cook's Inlet district.-! refrain from giving the reports which
I received from this section, inasmuch as they are very contra·
dictory in many leading features; though, in a general way, the
ideas given me are undoubtedly correct. They represent the
country similar to Kodiak, with more timber.
ThePeninsularandKodialcisland.-This region, lying between
Iliamna Lake and the False Pass, between the head of the Peninsula of Alaska and contiguous islands, is the most valuable
section of the entire Territory, possessing· the most equable eli·
mate, especially so at Kodiak, growing the best garden-supplies of potatoes, turnips, &c., the only place where hay can be
made, enough for a few head of stock, with anything like a certainty, from season to season; but the country comprised in this district, which forms tbe southern and western half of the Peninsula,.
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does not possess any of the abo\~e-mentioned qualifications in the
same degree by any means. The island of Kodiak and thew hole
district is, however, rugged and mountainous, with numerous
small lakes and tiny ri~·ers or streams, up which a considerable
number of salmon run every year. Timber, of spruce and fir,
grows in fair quantity in the northern and eastern end of Ko<liak, all the islands to the eastward, and down the Peninsula
as far as Cllignik Bay; it is not large, but in size for fuel, rough
building, &c. Grass grows most luxuriantly, especially on Kodiak, but the area suitable for its support is limited, there being no plains or dry and accessible valleys in which to cut and
.cure it. There are many winters here in wllich cattle might
~e kept in small numbers without exceptional care and expense,
i.e., enough to afl'ord milk and beef for a small settlement, and
ctl~o sheep and hogs. Little patches of land can be found
whel'e a small garden will thrive consisting of potatoes, turnips,
&c.; but rea~hing down to the Aleutian Islands, and over them,
is a region bare entirely of timber and nearly so of shrubbery,
I'ugged, abn1pt, and extremely mountainous, the surface broken
into patches set, as it were, on end; this is no country adapted
for agriculture, for the prevalence of foggy, dark weather would
render even the limited area that could be utilized with sunlight unserviceable for the production of fruits and vegetables.
Soil t!Jere is sufficiently rich and deep, but it is too cold to mature or ripen garden-products, except in yery fa\ored localities where, as at Ounalashka, a few potatoes of inferior quality,
good turnips, and lettuce, are iu the favorable seasons raised.
The Western Islands are all essentially volcanic, with scarcely a
trace of sedimentary rock to be found; consisting of high,
steep ridges and peaks of porphyries and volcanic tufa, with
here and tllere syenitic granites. The vegetation, such as it is,
principally Empetrum nigrum, grows most rank and luxuriant
on the flanks and even the summits of many of these high
places, and the light, frail stems of this plant, which are of about
the size of strawberry-\ines, the natives gather and bring down
from' the hills in large bundles for fire-wood. The only shrub that
lifts its head above the earth, of value as wood, is a willow, (Salix
reticulata,) which grows in scattered clu rn ps along the little watercourses, twisted and contorted, yet of sufficient size to furnish
in early days strong aud serviceable frames for native skinboats or '' baidars." Scattered over the Aleutian Islands and
.on the Peninsula are many small lakes, some of them quite
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large. The Peninsular country is more rolling and level, on
the north shore especially so ; for from Port Moller on up to the
head of Bristol Bay extensive flats make out from the highlands and stretch between them and the sea in width varying
from ten to sixty miles.
There are a number of volcanoes in this district, such as tbat
of Makoosbin, on Ounalashka Island, Akootan and Shishaldin,
on Oonimak, wbich, however, do not eject lava, but emit smoke,
steam, and ashes, a.lthough in times past and within the memory
of man large stones have been thrown out by many of them,
and still earlier lava bas been poured out on Oonimak in immense
streams. The seared, rugged courses of the once liquid rock
make traveling on that island excessively fatiguing. Akootan,
on Akootan Island, and Makooshin are, perhaps, the most active,
or as lively as any in the Territory to-day. There has been no
disturbance on their account in the country for the last thirty
years to mention, but previous to that time many seYere earth. quake shocks bave been recorded, and the growth of a new
island, Bogaslov, twenty miles north of Oomnak, in Bering
Sea, has been witnessed by the present generation, and I think
that the phenomena attending the appearance of this island far
out at sea and alone must have been coincident with the whole
history of the formation of the Aleutian Chain, and therefore I
may be excused for giving the suhstance of the story as told by
seYeral of the Russian writers.
In the fall of 1796 the residents of Oonimak and Ounalasbka
were surprised by a series of loud reports and tremblings of
the earth, followed by the appearance of a dense dark cloud,
full of gas and ashes, which came do~n upon them from the
sea to the northward, and, after a week or ten days, during
which time the cloud hung steadily over them, accompanied
with earthquakes and subterranean thunder, it cleared away
somewhat, so that they saw distinctly to the northward a bright
light burning above the sea, and, upon closer inspection in their
boats~ the people found that a small island, elevated about 100
feet above sea-level, had been forced up and was still in the process of ele,Tation and enlargement, formed of lava and. scorire.
The volcanic action did not cease on this island until1825, when
it left above the water an oval peak, almost inaccessible, 400 to
500 feet high, and four or five miles in circumference. It was
soon after this occupied by sea-lions and resorted to by sea-fowl,
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which were found here in 1825, when the Russians landed for
the first time, and the rocks were still warm.
'In this way and recently, geologically speaking, were the
Aleutian Islands formed from the Peninsula westward, including the Prybilov Group and Saint Matthew's, their appearance
marking the course of a line of least resistance in the earth's
crust.
The Yukon District.-In this division may be placed all that
country above the head of Bristol Bay and north and west of
the Peninsular Range of mountains as they extend far into the
interior, reaching to the arctic and far beyond, an immense area.
of uesolate sameness, almost unknown, and likely to be so for
an indefinite time, the banks of the Yukon River being the
only track traversed as yet by white men into the interior.
This great range of country may properly be divided into tw(}
sections, the hills or timber-lands and the plains or tundra. The
former seldom approach the waters of Bering or the Arctic Sea
nearer than fifty or sixty miles, and generally trend some two to
three hunured miles back. The general contourof the interior
is a vast unc.lulating plain, with high, rounded granitic hills and
ridges scattered here and there, on the :flanks of which, and by
the countless lakes and water-courses, grow in tolerable abundance spruce, fir, hemlock, birch, and poplar, with a large number
of hardy shrubs indigenous all the world over to these latitudes.
The summers short, but warm and pleasant; the winters long,.
and bitterly cold and inclement.
·
The tundra, however, which fronts the whole coast-line of
this, the most extensive section of the Territory, is, indeed,
cheerless and repellant at any season; in the summer it is a
great fiat swale, full of bog-holes, slimy, decayed peat, innumerable lakes, shallow, stagnant, and from all places swarm mosquitoes of the most malignant typP, while in winter it is a wide
snow plain, oYer which fierce gales of wind, at zero temperature, sweep in constant succession, making travel as painful
and dangerous as can be well imagined. In this season all approacb to the coast is barred by a great system of shoals and
banks, which extend so far out to sea that a vessel drawing 10
feet of water will be hard aground, out of sight of land, off the
mouth of the Yukon.
There is a vast area of this district between the head of
Cook's Inlet and the Arctic, and far back into the interior, that
is entirely unknown, but as traders are extending their routes
in all directions, this interior may in time be explored and noted.
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The Ounalashka District.-Under tllis head may be placed tho
Aleutian Islands; and as Illolook or Ounalasbka Yillage is
the most important place among them, both with regard to
population and trade, and the best position as a port, its name
may be fitly applied to the whole region.
This great chain of rugged islands, enveloped during the
greater part of the year in fogs, -and swept over by frequent
gales, that, in combination with the mists and currents, make
it a region dreaded by the mariner, abounds in sharp hills, and
billy or bluffy mountainous masses. Nearly every island-and
there are many, small and large-is as it were set up on end,
with small patches of bottom-land here and there, in rare intervals, at the base of the hills and mountains.
The appearance of any of these islands from a ship approaching them during the su,nmer, on a clear sunny day-and such
days are occasionally known-is most attractive: a rich, dark
coat of vivid green clothes the valleys, bills, and mountains,
quite to the snow-line. In these narrow defiles and uottom-land patches, the grass is most luxuriant, growing waisthigh, with low, stunted willow-bushes here and there in small
quantity; and it is at first not apparent, when one strolls about ·
tlle country on such a day, th~t it is utterly worthless as an agricultural or stock-raising country. The mountains principally
consist of syenitic granites and porphyries, with sharp summits and abrupt slopes, and present numerous small watercourses, with little or no valley-ground. The vegetation is rank
and luxuriant, and, in favorable seasons, the grasses ripen their
seeds well. Quite a variety of berries abound; for example,
salmon, buckle, crow, and blue berries. The only timber is a
slight willow, nowhere larger than a man's wrist, and not over
7 or 8 feet high, growing in small, scattered clumps, with
stunted specimens climbing way up tlle bill-sides. The thick,
dense carpet of crow-berry plants, into which one sinks at every
step ankle-deep, covers the entire country, and makes traveling
very tedious for a pedestrian. Several species of grass grow
everywhere in patches, and if more sunlight were to fall upon
these cold, moist places, where vegetation now springs up every
year in such quantities, but of such inferior quality, hay might
be cured, and it might be called a fair grazing-country; but although the islands would amply support herds of cattle and
flocks of sheep during the summer-months, these animals'
would generally need shelter and feed for three to five mouths
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as winter comes on, and far into the spring during late seasons,
when lligh winds rage and keep tile snow in drifts. B~iley
might also be grown with a little more sunlight; and potatoes
might also be matured year after year in fair quantity, and a
.g ood kitcllen-garden established in the most favored sections.;
but perpetual fogs and mists hang like palls O\Ter the land and
ren(ler it of no agricultural importance.
Tile summers are mild, foggy, and humid, with an average
temperature of 500 Fahrenheit, with winters also mild, foggy,
and humid, and an average temperature of 30°. l\iinirnum
thermometer here seldom or never falls lower than 10° ; there
never bas been recorded four consecutive weeks of temperature
lower than 30 or 50, Tile weather begins to grow colder in
October, and does not become milder until April. The natives
here think that 120 to 150 is pleasant weather, but if it goes
down to 30 or 5o, it is to them, horribly cold. There are, however, exceptional seasons. For instance, the summer of 1831, in
July and August the thermometer did not rise above 350, and
evenings were not uncommon with as low a temperature as 120.
Rain falls at all times and with all winds, but mostly in the
autumn, with southeast and easterly winds, and less with
southwest winds in winter.
Snow begips to fall in September, (and e\en in August,) and
does not cease earlier than May, although it frequently melts
as fast as it falls far into December. It is seen on the higher
mountains all the ;year round. The average snow-fall is from
2 to 5 feet; the higil, driving winds make the snow intensely
disagreeable and impede traveling.
Tile cloudiness of the district is remarkable; there are not a.
<lozen cloudless days in the whole year; about thirty to fifty
fine days; and Yeniaminov says, after living there ten years,
"that the sun may be seen in a hundred to a hundred and sixty
days during the year."
Thunder is seldom ever beard, and lightning never seen ;
although the clouds seem to constantly suggest it. Auroras
are also almost unknown, and when seen are very faint.
The old Aleuts here say that in early times the snow was
deeper and the cold greater than it has been for some time
past, while, on the other hand, they assert tilat the winds are
getting stronger and harsher as time rolls on with them. Veni2 AL
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aminov* says, ''In all the time of my living here tllere wasnot one day from morning to evening that was entirely without wind, or was a perfect calm." The winds blow here strong
from all quarters, strongest in October, November, December,
and March. The gales do not usually last more than three daysat a time, but they follow in quick succession in the seasons
above mentioned.
There are a multitude of little lakes of fresh water on the
islands, and in nearly all of the small streams (for there are no
large ones) are found brook-trout of good quality.
In view of the f9regoing, what shall we say of the resources
of Alaska, viewed as regards its agricultural or llorticultural
capabilities ~
It would seem undeniable that owing to the unfavorable climatic conditions. which prevail on tlle coast and in the interior,
the gloomy fogs and dampnes.s of the former, and the intense,
protracted severity of the winters, characteristic of the latter,
unfit the Territory for the proper support of any considerable
civilization.
Men may, and undoubtedly will, soon live here, in compara_tive comfort, as they labor in mining-camps, lumber and shiptimb~r mills, and salmon-factories, but they will bring with
them everything they want except fish and game, and when
they leave the country it will be as desolate as they found it.
Can a country be permanently and prosperously settled that
will not in its whole extent allow the successful growth and
ripening of a single crop of corn, wheat, or potatoes, and where
'the most needful of any domestic animals cannot be kept by
poor people ~
The ·Hussians, who have subdued a rougher country, and settled in large communities under severer conditions than have
been Sll bmitted to by any body of our own people as yet, were
in this Territory, after some twenty years at least of patient,
intelligent trial, obliged to send a colony to California to raise
their potatoes, grain, and beef; tile history of their settlement
there, and forced abandonment in 1842, is well known.
We may with_pride refer to tqe rugged work of settlement
so successfully made by our ancestors in New England, but it
is idle to talk of the subjugation of Alaska as a task simply re-quiring a similar expenditure of persistence, energy, and ability.
" Zapieskie, &c., vol. 1, p. 9f3 .
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In :Massachusetts* our forefatbers had a land in u·hich all the
necessaries of life, and many of the l1txuries, could be produced
from the soil 'With certainty from year to year; in Alaska their
lot would have been quite the reverse, and they could. have maintained themselves there with no better success than the present
inhabitants. Attention should. be directed .to the development
of its mineral wealth, which I have reason to think wi1l yet
prove to be considerable, and effort should be made to stimulate and protect the present available industries of the furtrade, the canning of salmon, &c.
* "I have seen with surprise and regret, that men whose forefathers
wielded the ax in the forests of Maine, or gathered scanty crops on the hillsides of Massachusetts, have seen .fit to throw contempt and derision on the
acquisition of a great territory naturally far richer than that in which
they themselves originated, (!) principally on the ground that it is a 'cold'
country." (W. H. Dull, Alaska and its Resources, p. 242, Boston, Lee &
~hepard, 1870.)

CHAPTER II.
THE NATIVES

OR

PEOPLE OF ALASKA-TIIEIR
CONDITION.

TIIEIR LIFE IN i'IIE PAST, IN THE PRESENT, .A}!D PHOSPECTS
FOR THE FU1'URE.

In taking the subject of the condition of the people of Alaska
into consideration, the chararter of the country in wllich they
live should always be kept in mind, for the life of any people
is insensibly but surely molded by the climate and land in
which they are found: under favorable and genial influences
.of soil and climate, a rude race may be raised from barbarism,
pass into civilization, and be sustained by these favoring supports.
The inhabitants of the Territory are divided in to two deciuedly
distinct races, widely different in llabits and disposition; one of
these two classes consists of the Christian Aleuts, who live
upon the Aleutian Islands, the Seal Islands, the Peninsula of
Alaska, the adjacent Islands, and Kodiak; the Indians, occupying all the rest of the inhabited country, constitute the other. It
will be seen by a Russian table which I submit in connection
with this sul>ject that quite a large number, in 1863, of the
natives, outside of the district above specified, are claimed as
·Christians, but I cannot recognize the claim to-day; they have
worn off what little Ohristianity they may have possessed ten
,years ago, and there is no Christian influence, properly speaking,
in the Territory, outside of the Aleutians and the people of
Kodiak; these people are naturally fitted for the reception of
the principles of Christianity, or otherwise they would have
remained Indians, as the others, who are savages, have done.
The Russian Greek Catholic priests spared no effort in their
attempts to convert the Koloshians of Sitka and those of
kindred stock elsewhere in the Territory, but met with partial
failure in every instance.
The fact that among all the savage races found on the northwest coast by Christian pioneers and teachers the Aleutians
are the only practical converts to Cllristianity, goes far, in my
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opinion, to set them apart as very differently constituted in
mind an<l disposition from our aborigines, to whom, however,
they are intimately allied. They adopted the Christian faith
with very little opposition, readily exchanging their barbarous
customs and wild superstitions for the agreeable rites of the
Greek Catholic Church and its more refined myths and legends.
At the time of their first discovery they were living as savages
in every sense of the word, bold and hardy; but now, to a,U outward signs and professions of Christhwity they respond as
sincerely as our own church-going people.
The question as to the derivation of these people is still a
mooted one among ethnologists ; in all points of personal bearing, intelligence, character, as well as physical structure, they
seem to form a link of perfect gradation between the Japanese
and Eskimo, although their traditions and language are entirely
distinct and peculiar to themselves; they, however, claim to
have come first to the Aleutian Islands from a " big land to the
westward," and that when they came here first· they found the
land uninhabited, and that they did not meet with any people
until their ancestors had pushed on to the eastward as far as the
Peninsular and Kodiak.
The Aleuts, as they appear to-day, have been so mixed with
Russian, Koloshian, and Kamscbadale blood, &c., that they
present characteristics in one way or another of the various
races of men from the negro up to the Caucasian. The predominant features among them are small, wide-set, dark eyes,
broad and high cheek-bones, causing the jaw, which is full and
square, to often appear peaked; coarse, straight black hair,
small, neatly-shaped feet and hands, together with brownishyellow complexion. The men will average in stature five feet
four or five inches ; the women less in proportion, although
there are exceptions among them, some being over six feet in
height, and others dwarfs.
The number of these people, including those of Kodiak, who
resemble the Aleutians only as Christians, having no other natural or blood affinity, is about 5,000, but when first discovered
by the Russians they were four and five times as many; at least
20,000 were living on the Aleutian Islands and the Peninsular in
17GO; and from that time, in obedience to that natural law
which causes an inferior class to succumb to its superior when
brought into opposition, the Aleuts were quickly diminished in
number until it lwcame an o~ject of care an~ solicitude on tllC
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part of the Russians to save them for tile progecution of tue furtrade. In 1834 they numbered only about 4,000, Kodiak included, and therefore they have not diminished nor increased
to any noteworthy degree during the last forty years. There
has been a slight increase, if any, up to the present time.
When first discovered they were livi~g in large'' yo~t'ds" or
"oo-laga-muh ,, houses partially underground, wltich resemble
very much such a structure as our farmers put up for a rootcellar, with the difference only of having the entrance through
a hole in the top, going in and out on a rude ladder or notched
timber post. Some of these yourts were very large, as shown
by the ruins to-day ; one on Oonimak Island, north side, is
over 500 feet in length, with corresponding width, and one at
Koshegan, Ounalashka Island, the foundations still standing,
shows that it was 87 yards long and 40 wide; and an old
woman who was living only two years ago, remembered when
her people lived there, and caned it "a handsome house." In
these yourts they lived by forties, fiftieR, and hundreds as a
single family, with the double object of protection and warmth,
'v here fuel was so scarce and precious.
For a full account of them as they existed when first visited
by the Russian priests I can do no better than call attention to
the history of their lives and condition, as published by Father
Veniarninov,* a noble missionary, and who made good use of his
tfme in recording faithfully the custom of a people which has
been entirely changed by Christianity in less than one hundred
years. As an illustration, showing how exceedingly superstitious they were in these early days, I may mention that there
is a small stream running into the northwest bead of Beaver
Bay, Ounalashka Island, forming a very pretty little waterfall, and near by it is a large mass of dark basaltic rock; the
water of this creek the Aleuts never dared to drink for fear of
instant death, and to the stone they paid homage, and revered
it as a devil petrified.
As they are living at this time, nearly every family is in
possession of a but or "barrabkie," built partly underground,
walled up on the sides, and roofed over with dirt and sod; a
small window placed at one end, and a low door at the other,
which opens into a low, dark alley, which in turn communicateE? with the living-room by another small door. This living* A translation is puhli811ed in Alaska. and its Resources, W. H. Dall: Lee
& Shepard, 1870.
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Toom is not large, selclom over ten feet square, and often not
more than seYen or right, with a hard earthen or wooden floor;
the walls are neatly boarded up and sometimes papered and el.llbellished with pictures of church saints. In this room the Aleut
spends most of his time when not hunting; shuts himself up
in it with his family, buil<ls a hot fire, lasting only a few
minutes, in the little stove or Hussian oven, and either drinks
cup after cup of tea, or stupefies himself with '' quass" or
native beer, aod lies for hours, and days even, in dull, stupid
enjoyment on his pallet. I have looked into a barrabkie where
there were twenty men, women, and children packed into a
living-room not more than ten feet square, all drinking tea,
with the . perspiration rolling down in beady streams from
every face. :1\Iany of these huts are damp and exceedingly
filthy, while others are dry and cleanly; but the temper and
disposition of the Aleuts is that of improvidence and shiftlessness, and all exist, with a few exceptions, as a matter of course,
in a state of ignorance, though a great many read and write,
in consequence of their relationship to the church, the services
of which are recited in the Russian tongue, and as most of the
subpriests, deacons, &c., are recruited from the ranks of the
people themseh·es, (the boys only being educated for this purpose,) a large proportion of them speak and read Russian well
enough for all ordinary use.
The· manners and customs of these people. to-day, possess
in themsehTes nothing of a barbarous or remarkable character,
aside from that which belongs to a state of advanced semicivilization. They are exceedingly polite and civil, not only to
their trading agents, but among themseh·es, and visit one with
another freely and pleasantly, the women being great gossips;
but, on the whole, their intercourse is very quiet indeed, for the
topics of conversation are few, and, judging from their silent
but unconstrained meetings, they seem to have a mutual knowledge·, as if by sympathy, as to what may l.l.e occupying each
other's minds, rendering speech superfluou8. It is only when
under the influence of beer or liquor that they lose their naturally quiet and amiable disposition and fall into drunken
orgies.
Having been so long under the control ·and influence of the
Rus~ians, they have adopted many of the customs of the latter,
in giving birth-day dinners, naming their children, &c. They
are great tea-drinkers, but seldom use coffee. On account
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of scarcity of fuel, they use a great amount of bard bread, soda
and sweet crackers, instead of buying flour and baking it•
. They are remarkably attached to their church, which is well
adapted to them, and no other form of religion could be better
or ha,·e a firmer hold upon the sensibilities of the people.
Their chastity and sobriety cannot be commended.
As parents, they are very indulgent while their children are
infants or under the age of eight or nine years, but when this age
is attained by their offspring they become harsh disciplinarians
and task-masters, putting burdens upon young shoulders that are
heavy enough for adults, always exacting implicit obedience.
Though many children are born, the mothers are not successful in
rearing them, for they are extremely negligent in regard to air
and diet, irregular in their meals and slumbers, shiftless and unclean, and they frequently indulge in intoxication while nursing their infants. These vices cause an excessive mortality
among the children. The Aleuts are dependent entirely upon
themselves, except at the Seal Islands, for relief and ai<J_ in
case of illness, yielding themselves to such treatment as they
can get wJth the utmost patience and resignation. They believe
generally in a mild form of Shamanism, or in the laying on of
hands, which is practiced usually by old women.
The average Aleut is a bold, hardy trapper, as he must be to
bo successful as a sea-otter hunter, and this is the only profession or calling that his country.can offer him. lle is a patient,
steady workman, and supplies as good manual labor as could
be desired, and such as is required in the country. The Hussians
made sailors, navigators, carpenters, blacksmiths, store-keepers,
&c., of this race; but since the transfer of the 'l'erritory there
are too many of our own people of that class idle for the Aleuts
to compete with, and who come directly into the country in response to any demand for such labor, so that he falls back upon
the sea-otter as his sole support against a relapse into barbarism. Competition in this business he has no occasion to :icar
from the white men, who would never consent to spend the
same amount of skill and energy for the returns which satisfy
the Aleutian hunter.
It will therefore be evident that the good condition of the native hunters of this Territory is a matter of great importance
to the traders who have any deep interest in the fur-trade; and
it is not remarkable, in view of the clearness of the case, as above
stated, that the Aleuts to-day are exi:sting in greater comfort,.
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in better houses, with greater facilities for hunting, 3.nd receive
better pay than they ever realized before for their skins. Of
this I am confident, by personal observation of the present, and
from a knowledge of the past derived from the archives of the
Russian company, and the history, meager but true, of the
early traders in the country. The enlightened .and true business
policy adopted by the agents of the Alaska Commercial Company with regard to the improvement of the condition of the
hunters of the Aleutian Islands bas already begun to bear its
golden fruit in an immensely-increased yield of sea-otters every
year. This statement is fully corroborated by a person of all
men in the whole country best qualified to pass an independent
and correct opinion, Father Innocent Shiesnekov, an intelligent and pious Greek Catholic priest, in charge of the Aleutians, who was born and raised on the ground, and with whom
I have had several interviews bearing upon tlw subject of this
chapter.
·
· There is one general eril, not confined to this section of the
Territory, but more injurious to the people here than elsewhere,
and that is the curse of beer drinking and the disorders which
arise constantly from its effects. These people have an inordinate fondness for spirituous liquors, and as this is not permitted
to be made, vended, or brought into the Territory, the trauers
among these natives keep such a sharp lookout for whiskyschooners, that the traffic is thoroughly suppressed among the
Aleutians; and the people, therefore, determined to ha,-e some
means of ministering to their craving appetites for strong drink,
~rew a thick, sour, alcoholic beer, by fermenting sugar, hops,
flour, dried apples, &c., together, in certain proportions, with
water, and many of them manage to keep intoxicated and stupefied for weeks, and even mouths, at a time ; beating their
wives and children, destroying tlteir houses, and recently, on
several occasions, committing murder. This practice makes
every one of the settlements at frequent intervals, and always
after the return of a successful hunting-party, a scene of lamentable debauchery, which can only be stopped either by prohibiting the sale or importation of sugar into the Territory, or
by empowering Government agents to inflict summary punishment for the least criminal offenses growing out of intoxication.
No great severity in the punishment would be required, for it
must be said, to tlteir credit, that t.hey are naturally a law-abiding
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people, and the mere presence of an ollieer is, with few exceptions, enough to secure obedieuce.
For tlie present demoralization among the natives of the Territory in this respect (and it is a vital one) the Government
alone is responsible. The people, during tile last four or five
years, have indulged in all manner of excesses while under the
influence of beer, and have observed that, do what they will,
from beating their wives up to cold-blooded murder, there is
n·o authority in the land to punish them; and this knowledge
tends to continue this unhappy state of affairs. 'This laxity is
an injustice toward the orderly and more soberly-inclined portion of the communities, subjecting them to the control of the
leaders of drunken revels and to an immense amount of unnecessary suffering. The sea-otter traders would gladly pay, in the
form of a slight tax on the skins of that animal, more than
enough to afford a liberal salary twice over for the services of
some man armeu with authority to suppress this uemoralization
and attend to other urgent matters neglected on the part of the
Government.
From the Aleuts we pass to the consideration of the rest of
the people (Indians) of the Territory, who, by far the most
numerow;;, are living now as they were when first discovereu,
over a hundred sears ago; those of the nortb, belonging to the
Eskimo race and immediate derivatives, are quite amiable in
their barbarism when compared with the Koloshes and other
tribes of Indians proper in their neighborhood. Any steps that
may be taken for the elevation and improvement of the condition of these Indians in th~ Territory of Alaska, however well
intended, would be entirely a"Qortive. If they work, and they
frequently do, on the coasters as seamen, and about the sound
and Victoria as laborers, wood-cutters, &c., the money necessary for a debauch or a gambling game is the incentive. The
condition of any savage people is one that arouses the sympathy
.of benevolent minds, and for its amelioration has absorbed the
best energies and resources of hundreds of brave, devoted men
who have labored in our country, but the result of such labor
-can only be successful under certain conuitions of life and
mental constitution of a savage race not found in Alaska.
The Russian priests energetically struggled with tlwse Inui~ms
of Alaska, from Bering's Straits down to Queen Charlotte's
Island, backed up and cordially aideu by the Russian-American
Company, which hoped to gain · more control over the natives,
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(and would have <lone so had the missionaries succeeded,) but
the result was most unsatisfactory. A thin varnish of decency,
honesty, morality, &c., was put on, but tlle subject had to be
re-varnished every day or his evil uature would continue to
shine out.
From what we are led to plainly understand by the history
of ·w ell-directed and persistent efforts in the past, we can only
consider the present condition of the Indians of Alaska as
that of savages, and beyond the power of the Government or
of the church to change for the better. If they were a people
living in a country favorable to exertion and were merely lazy
and ignorant, then there would be hope with some assurance of
success in effecting a change for the better, but tile case is
worse, for the obstacles are insuperable.
1.1hey are living in the manner customary with all Indians
who have an abundance of fish an<l game, and when they suffer
in any section of the Territory, as they frequently do, for want
of food, it is on account of the indolence and improvidence
during the seasons of plenty, for all of these people on the mainland who, at regular periods of the year, have access to a most
lavish profusion of fish and the flesh of deer, are never caught
by a severe winter with a full supply of provisions on hand,
and exist through the long, cold spring-months most miserably,
often living upon their skin-garments, offal, &c. As an instance
of this improvi<lence, Captain Hennig, an old trader, cites the
following case: At the mouth of the Koishak River, which.
empties into Bristol Bay between the Peninsula and the mainland, the reindeer pass by swimming in large herds across in
September as they go in feeding to and from the peninsula; the
natives at this season run along the bank as the deer rise from
the water and spear them with great ease and in any number
that fancy or want may dictate. At one time Captain Hennig
counted here seven hundred deer carcasses as they lay rotting
and untouched save by the removal of the hides; not a pound
of meat of the thousands putrefying bad been saved by the
natives, who would be living perhaps in less than five months
in a state of starvation.
Tl)ese Indians are not steady, persistent hunters like the
Aleuts; they are fickle, and have far less to gain by trade in
their estimation than the Aleutians,. who, on the contrary, are
not satisfied witll a small amount of tobacco and a few beads,
which are the staple commodities with the Indians, together
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with a little powder and ball. The Aleuts want good clothes ;
they desire to dress their women and children well ; they cra.ye
tea, sugar, flour, &c., all of which are simply <lespised by the
savage, an<l, consequently, a little hunting will obtain all he
wants in return from the trader, and exertion beyond this, 011
his part, appears to him simply absurd or ridiculous.
While the sea-otter trade in Alaska, therefore, is well <leveloped, the fur-trade on the mainland is by 110 means of the
importance it might be made to assume were the hunting as
energetically followed up as is that prosecuted by the people of
Kodiak and the Aleutian Islands; the industry and energy,
however, of our traders will undoubtedly add largely every succeeding year to the yield, in creating desire among the Indians,
and thus stimulating exertion on their part in hunting so as to
insure its gratification.
I shall not enter into a description of these Indians. Their
treacherous, indolent lives have beeu most accurately and fully
described by a score of writers; one of the earliest, that of
Portlock and Dixon, 1n 178G, 1787, and 1788, reads as if it bad
been written from my own notes taken this season, so little
have they changed in the main of habit and disposition. Of
course, when the Russians were obliged, in 1832,* to commence
the liquor-trade with them in self-defense against American
adventurers and the Iludson Bay Company, and the small-pox
in 1835 swept like wild-fire through all the villages on the northwest coast, destroying nearly one-third of them, the combination
of two such terrible evils, whisky and the plague, demoralized
and diminished them to such an extent that they never have
recovered their former strength, nor is it now probable that they
will recover it.
The number of Indians now living in the Territory is, according to best authority and my judgment, between eighteen and
twenty thousand. Of this number, between ten and twelve
thousand belong to that district bounded on the north by Cook's
Inlet and south by Fort Simpson ; the remain<ler inhabit that
stretch of country reaching from Bristol Day to Kotzebue Sound,
and back into the far interior, where there are sm~cral tribes,
supposed to ue quite numerous, about which Yery little is
known even by the traders.
On this coast-line of Alaska, between Dering-'.· Straits and
*This was stopped in
Hudson I3ay Compally.

18"1~.

A trettty was made between thcm and the
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Fort Simpson, are found six distinct tongues tltrough which
their relations of affinity may be traced, viz: the Aleutian; the
Kodiak; the Kenai, or Cook's Inlet; the Yahkootat, or ~Mount
Saint Elias co'untry; the Sitkan; and the Kahgan, or Prince of
Waleslsland.
·The ALEUTIAN TONGUE is the language of the inhabitants of
the Aleutian Islands and part of the Peninsula; it is divided
into two dialects, one spoken by tlw Aleuts of Atka, and the
other by those of Ounalashka.
The KODIAK TONGUE is the root of all the dialects spoken
on the shores of Bering Sea, and still farther north and to the
east; it is the tongue spoken by the Ohoochlcie of the Asiatic
side, and is eli vided into six distinct dialects, and these again
subdivided, so that the Kodiak root is the language of the following triues :
The JJ[alem,utes, of Kotzebue Sound, Norton Sound, Port Clarence, the Diomedes, King, Sledge, and Saint Lawrence Islands.
The Aziagmutes, of Saint :Michael's, part of the Pastol Bay
and as far north as Norton's Sound.
The Agoolmutes, of the mouth of the Yukon Biver.
The Jllagmutes, between Cape Bomanzov and Cape A vinov.
The Koskoquims, of Koskoquim Bay and Biver.
The Aglahrnutes, of the Nushagak country, and part of the
Peninsula.
The Nunival~s, of Nunivak Island, who use a dialect almost
like the pure Kodiak, which is spoken on that island.
The Koyoulwns, of the Middle Yukon Biver.
The Ingaleeks, of tlJe Lower Yukon River.
The Ohoogaks, between Cape Elizabeth· and the mouth of
Oopper River, (takiug all the south shore of the Kenai Peninsula and Prince William's Sound.)
The KENAI TONGUE can hardly be calleu of Kodiak derh·ation; it is divided into four dialects:
TlJe J[enai, of the Gulf of Kenai, or Cook's Inlet.
TlJe JJiaidnorskie, or people on Copper River.
The Kolchans: or people of the Upper Koskoquim Biverquite a large tribe, estimated at six or seven thousand.
The J[ahvicllpaks, a people on the Upper Yukon. In this dialect are many words of Kodiak and Ycthlcutat.
The Kenai language is the most difficult of all the Indian
tongues, so abounding in a profusion of harsh, guttural sounds
that their own savage neighbors frequently try in vain to acquire them when it is for their interest to do so.
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The YAHKUT.AT TONG1!E is spoken only by the people of Yahkutat, or that belt of coast between Lituya Bay and Copper
River; it is divided into two dialectE~, viz :
The Yahkutats, from Icy Bay to Cross Sound.
The Oogalenskie, from mouth of Copper River to Icy Bay.
The SITKA, or KOLOSH TONGUE, is spoken by all the Indians
from Lituya Bay to Prince of vVales Island, the Stickeen, and
without any dialects, although there are eight or ten tribes, and
they are relatiyely numerous.
The KAHEG.A.N, or PRINCE o!i WALEs, is spoken on that
island and Queen Charlotte's, and completes the list of languages in the Territory, as far as I can intelligently compile
and arrange them.
From the tables which I give at the close of this chapter, the
relative population of these different tribes can be recognized,
and by them it will be seen that, save where the Aleutians and
Kodiakers are living, together with a number of Russian halfbreeds or creoles, there are no organized or fixed settlements
in the Territory; the Indians roaming at wHl in the mountains
and over the plains during the summer, fishing and berrying
principally, urrtil the severity of approaching winter drives them
back to underground houses i~ the north, ~nd wooden huts and
large barracoons by the sea at the south, where, reeking in filth,
four and. five months are passed in perfect comfort to them, provided that they have food-passed in sloth and sleep, with the
exception of a small proportion of them who are marten, mink,
and fox trappers. These men frequently yerform an astonishing
amount of labor, enduring incredible hardships, sbonlu they
happen to be ambitious, but this is a Yery rare quality.
The two leading stations in the Territory, (excepting the Prybilov Islands,) both with regard to trade and -population, are the
villages of Ounalashka and Kodiak, each with an Aleut and
creole population of four hundred, more than double the number occupying any other settlement, sa,~e that of llelcovskie,
which has two hundred and forty-eight, with a sea-otter trade
fully equal or superior to either Onnalashka or Kodiak. Then
following in order of trade and population, we have the villages
of Unga, of one hundred and sixty-two souls; Atka, of one
hundred and thirty-one souls; Oomnak, of one hundred and
nineteen souls; then comes Sitka, with a population to-day,
principally Russian half-breeds, of one hundred and• eighty-six,*
*Not counting the troops, Government <'mploycs, or Indians.
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and no trade whatever to mention, and commercially of less
importance than any one of the following points, in addition to
the list above, v1z: Koskoquim, N ushagak, and Saint Michael's.
Even should trade ever be re-established in Sitka, it would consist principally of the fur of marten, mink, and beaver, with
air-dried deer-skins; but as matters now stand in the Territory,
there is no futur"e for Sitka; a change only in the supervision of
the interest of the Government in that district can benefit it,
or make it warth the attention of a small trader to live there.
On this point I speak at length in my chapter on the <luty of
the Government in this respect.
The snm and substance of my investigations with reference
to the condition of the people of Alaska during the past season
may be given briefly as follows: That the Indians are living
as usual, in nearly the same number and in the same condition
as when under Russian J:Ule, with the marked and significant
exception that they have been under no restraint whatever by
government for the past five ~years, such as they were accustomed to have imposed upon them by the old reginte, and
that this is rapidly making it troublesome and dangerous for
small traders to go in among them on the northwest coast.
Those in the vicinity of Sitka have become familiar with the process of distillation of whisky from molasses, and make a large
amount of it openly, in addition to what they get by illicit
trading.
The Christian Aleuts and Kodiakers are in, if anything, a
better condi~ion than at the time of the transfer; some sections, as at Ounalashka, in a greatly improved state, which is,
by the way, promised to all the rest in the course of a few
years, if proper, prompt steps are taken by Government.
But the con<lition of the small population of creoles, chiefly at
Sitka, is changed very much for the worse; they were storekeepers, clerks, sailors, traders, artisans, &c., of the old company, and there is no longer any great demand for that labor
in the country, and not likely to be during their_ lives, at least;
they are unfortunate in not having the training or the energy
to make good hunters, for this is the only industry the Territory holds out for them. To say that they are now in spirit
and purse poor, is true, but still they are not in any physical
misery, the abun<lance of fish and game preventing such aresult. From my observation and knowledge of them, I can truly
state that they are now in a better condition in the Territory,
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living as they dQ, than lihey would be anywhere else in our
country, with an exceptional case, of course, here and there, for
they are not distinguished by either energy or industry! as a
class.
I have been assured by the Russian bishop having the spiritual direction of affairs in the Greek Catholic Church, now established in the Territory, that there is no intention on the part
of the home church to neglect its interest there; that he is at
the present time busily engaged in fitting a class of young
Russians for the work of priests and teachers in Alaska, by
giving them a thorough knowledge of the English language in
addition to the regular course of discipline usually necessary
for his church.
If we, on the part of the Government, attempt to teach them,
we shall soon have to feed some eight or ten thousand paupers.
All they need is to be sustained and protected in their hunting
industries, as is indicated in the following chapter, ' and they
will take care of themselves.
·

CHAPTER

III~

THE DUTY OF THE GOVERNMENT WITH REGARD
TO THE TERRITORY AND ITS PEOPLE.
The measures which are now in force for the support of law
and order in the Territory are entirely inadequate and costing
much more than a correct and efficient system would. The
case is a plain one, and the facts in regard to it are as follows:
The Territory of Alaska was received from the hands of a
powerful fur-trading organization which held absolute sway
over the entire domain, even to the life and death of the people, and which had governed the land despotically for more
than sixty years. It was fully prepared at any moment to
carry out its orders, and was supported by a small fleet of sail
and steam vessels, and a regularly-organized troop of employes
and retainers, over two thousand in number, placed here and
there throughout the country, the headquarters being at Sitka,
_for political reasons.
War and revenue-marine vessels, with duly-authorized officers
and agents, were sent to the principal stations, villages, and
ports, where they ran up our :flag and loudly proclaimed the fnct
to the people, or natiYes, that they were now free and independent; that no person or parties had the power to control or direct their trade in furs, or any other matter to which they might
turn their attention; that crime of all description, theft, murder, &c., would l>e promptly dealt with, and that the agents of
the American Government would visit them at irregular though
frequent intervals, or upon call, with these vessels fully prepared
to enforce and execute the law. This was <lone in 1868 and 1869.
This is all that has been done, and to-day, as matters are con<lucted, the country is as far from control by our Government
as though it were a foreign land, the agents of the Government,
both military and ci vii, being unable to exercise any effectual
supervision over the affairs of the Territory, or to enfol'ce the
laws.
The propriety of quartering troops in this Territory may be
seriously questioned; for where any considerable body of natives exist they will be found upon the seaboard and estuaries,
3 AL
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and the only way by which their villages can be reached is by
water. Traveling by land is simply impossible, so that to-day
the two companies of artillery at Sitka are entirely unable to
correct the most wanton outrage which the Indians might see
.fit to perpetrate but a mile from their sentry-lines.
The practical result of qnartering troops among people like
these in Alaska is bad. The communities thus visite<l were
net remarkable for sobriety, morality, or industry before the
coming of our troops, but after their arrival the change for the
worse, wherever the natives were brought in contact with them,
was very marked. Honorable officers .find it sufficiently difficult to restrain their subordinates in camps and posts remote
from demoralizing temptation, but when their men are surrounded by simple natives who will sell themselves for nun and
tobacco, the inevitable result follows of debauchery and intemperance. The history of the military occupation of this Territory by our Government, altlwugh brief, reflects no honor upon
the troops, and is a most unfortunate one for the natives with
whom they came in contact, so much so that all tile posts
throughout the Territory have been discontinued except that
of Sitka, of which the law, I believe, compels a continuance,
and which, I trust, will be soon repealed for the relief of the·
troops, the credit of the Government, and also a saving of unnecessary expense to the public Treasury in moving th~ soldiers to and from the Territory and of subsidizing a mailsteamer to carry their letters, &c.
The present statute, which provides ostensibly for the government of the Territory, authorizes the appointment of a collector of customs and four or five deputies there, the former located at Sitka, the others at Ounalashka, Kodiak, and Wrangel, where they are able only to conjecture as to the condition
of revenue details in their respective districts, for they are un. able to leave their posts. The collector of customs can exercise no adequate vigilance against the illicit manufacture and
trade in whisky, smuggling, &c., with the sailing-cutter which
is allotted to this district. 1A small steam-vessel alone can fol low these traders and smugglers through the innumerable narrow and intricate channels and fjiords of the Aleutian and
Alexander Archipelagoes.
Wyith tho present sailing-cutter, no calculation can be made
with reference to 'h er movements; she is at the mercy of wind
and tide; how long will be her trip to a given place, and ~hen
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she will return, no satisfactory conjecture can be made; she
may be absent but a few days, and the absence may be protracted
a month. If the natives were to seize a trader's schooner a
hundred, or even fifty, miles away from Sitka, and were the collector to get instant word of it, weeks might elapse before the
sailing-cutter could get upon the ground of the outrage, and
would even then be utterly unable to follow the outlaws.
There is no trading done at Sitka; the eight or ten tllousand
Indians between Cross Sound and Fort Simpson trade entirely
in the inshore passages and channels with all sorts of men and
craft; what is going on no one knows, and, as matters now
stand, the collector and his deputies are certainly not to blame
if they never know.
As matters now stand, the town-site of Sitka is the only vlace
in the Territory where the merest shadow of ability exists on
the part of the Government to sustain law and order, protect
property, &c. Tlw troops there stationed are utterly helpless to
do anything outside of their s~ation, and what is more, the Indians know it and laugh at them when they are reproached and
warned for misdemeanors. 'rhe collector of customs has a sailing-cutter, which is of no earthly use, for she cannot be used
in the intricate inside passages, where the principal body of
natives live, and can at the best make a wide, shy visit to Kodiak or Ounalashka, or some such outside sea port, and then
is at the mercy of the most fickle and uncertain weather for
sailing, so that no calculation can be made upon her going or
coming.
Th~ natives of the Territory have been living since the transfer under no e:fl'ectual government restraint-a sudden and pernicious change from the strict Hussian 1·egime ; for now everywhere in the Aleutian Islands and at Kodiak the natives are
in the habit of drinking "quass," or home-brewed beer, to such
an extent that it bids fair to ruin them unless checked. The
leaders in drunken orgies arc getting perfectly reckless, for they
have noted the fact that dul'ing the past five years there. bas
been no punishment or notice taken by proper authority of
crime, including theft, wife-beating, and murder; that there is
no such tbing as the shadow, even, of suspicion or power on the
part of the Government, of which they have only heard and
know nothing.
That these people have not behaved worse during the last
two o: three years in their present life of uncheeke~i license is
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a strong evidence of their naturally amiable and law-abiding
disposition, and it is manifestly wrong on the part of the Government to allow the disorderly element in the Aleutian and
Indian communities to gathe~' such strength by continued inattention; for it is leading to the rapid demoralization of the
Aleutians, and is making it unsafe for white traders to venture
singly among the Indians. I therefore most earnestly call
attention to a plan for reform in the Territory, which will not
annually draw from the Treasury more than half of what is
received every year from the tax netted from the Seal Islands
alone.
The annual revenue derived. by the Government from the Territory, about $300,000 net~ is sufficient to support the proposed
system of government, and afford an unexpended balance,
every year, of from $100,000 to $150,000; and it would also
result, in a very few years, in adding greatly to the receipts.
The following is the plan, after much deliberation, ""hich I
\Cnture to propose:*
1. Withdraw-al of the troops from the Territory.
2. The placing of tbe collector of customs at Kodiak 'vhere
be can live without the slightest danger of injury fwm savCJges,
although if left alone at Sitka he \Yould be :subjected to no actual risk. There is no reason why the central poiut for the
action of tbe rm-enue-officers should be at Sitka in preference
to either Kodiak or Ounalashka; both of the latter being better
situated, with ten times the amount of trade, and. double the
law-abiding population; bnt tbe deputy, now at Kodiak, mig!..:.t
be transferred to Sitka.
3. A small revenue-steamer should be pro,·ided, with a single
gun, and having compound engines, so that she will use but
three or four tons of coal per diem, and steam seven to eight
knots per hour, and fitted with spars to take advautage of
favoring winds. Such a vessel could mo\e to any point on
brief notice. She should cruise steadily tbrouglwnt the year, for
she would mo\e in good, sheltered channels. The appearance
of this ·,essel, at frequent intervals, would be all that is
necessary to guarantee secnrity of life and property to traders
throughout the entire d.istrict. Her cruising-trips would estab·
lish a prompt means of communication between posts; a'?cl she
could visit Tongass or Fort Simpson every two or three
*Always excepting the Prybilov Group of Seal Islands, which are well pro.
vided for by special acts of Congress, approved July 1, 18i0, and Marcll5, 1872
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months and obtain the mail for the Territory, which the revenue-cutter stationed on Puget Sound should be detailed to
bring at preconcerted interYals of two or three months, and, by
so doing, give the Territory a mail-system.
4. The abolition of the present subsidized mail-steamer
which runs between Portland and Sitka. The handful of white
citizens there, only two of them citizens of the United States,
have no more right to claim the privilege of a mail-steamer,
U'hich now r'ltnS for their benefit exclusively, than have the inhabitants of Kodiak, Ounalashka, or Saint l\lichael's, or half a
uozen other villages of greater population or of more importance in this Territory.
5. The appointment of an agBnt, a man of character and education, who will have an opportunity to keep the Government
well informed of the exact condition of the people in the Territory and its resources, by reason of the facilities for travel
afforded by the revenue-steamer.
6. The extension of the jurisdiction of the courts of Oregon
or Washington Territory over this Territory, so that when persons belonging to the Territory, guilty of murder, arson, &c.,
are arrested and sent down for trial, they can be punished,
and not permitted to escape, as they have been in more than
one case already, for want of this jurisdiction.
7. The laws relating to our mining-lands might be so extended as to include the Territory of Alaska. Gold and silver,
copper, iron, and coal exist here, and there is no predicting
what the future may bring forth, for prospectors are constantly
at work.
By placing matters in the Territory on such a footing as I
have descrilJed, at least some definite approach to a system of
law and order would be initiated. There would be a steady
and prompt means of communication between all the stations
where life and property exist. No whisky-smuggling or oppression of the natives could be carried on without its speedy
apprehento~ion and suppression, and the petty crimes wl;tich are
so aggravating and demoralizing at present throughout the
Territory would quickly cease. The annual revenue now
derived from the Territory is more than sufficient to support
the whole system recommended.
Beyond the adoption of this plan, in my judgment, on
the part of the Government, notbing more is required by the
Territory and its people. Any scheme of establishing Indian

•
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reservations or agencies in this country, with an idle and mischievous retinue of superintendents, chaplains, and school·
teachers, seems to .me entirely uncalled for. Tlle people here
are keen hunters and quick-witted traders, and need no help
or care beyond that I have indicated. Such of them as are
christianized baye long ago embraced the Greek Catholic faith,
and adhere to it with devotion. The rest, or Indians, as they
are called, are just as far from being in a Christian state of
mind as they were when first approached by the Russian priests,
over a hundred years ago.
With regard to tlle education of the children of the better
class of the natives, that is, the Oluistian Aleuts, there appears
to be one inYincible obstacle. The children, speaking a strange
tongue, will not attend school, and their parents, as a body,
will either prevent or discourage them by positive command,
or by utter indifference. If they are to be educated, tlleir church
alone can do it. It now controls them perfectly in this matter
of education.
That the children will not attend school bas been most
thoroughly tested already, not only by the Russians, but by
ourselves during the past four years on the Seal Islands. In
1835 a schonl was opened at Ounalashka, and presided over by
one of the most indomitable and excellent of men, Veniarninov,
who tells us that in this settlement of over 275 souls then, only
"twelve boys could be brought together." When more than
this is wanted by Alaska in the way of legislation by Government, it will suggest itself in due time, and in reason.

CHAPTER IV.
TRADE IN THE TERRITORY, AND THE TRADERS,
STATIO. .?S, STATISTICS, ETC.
Trade is devoted chiefly to furs, with occasional dealings
in oil and ivory; it is divided among a few part~es, the Alaska
Commercial Oo1npany having a large preponderance, by virtue
of greater resources and greater energy, than any or all of its
competitors coml>ined; the sagacity of its traders, and the kindness with which they treat the natives, have resulted in even
more than quadrupling tbe yield of furs iu the Yukon and
Ounalashka uistricts, as reported by the Russian American Fur
Company at the time of the transfer. The operation of this
company is confined to the country west from Kodiak, ernl>racing
the Aleutian Islands, where they at the present time have but
little competition; on the Yukon, Koskoquim, and Ounalashka they are opposed by Charles Jansen, and by David ~hirpser
at Belcovskie and Kodiak, ant.l a number of small traders an<l
whalet·s in Kotzebue Sound. The trade east of Kodiak, up
Cook's Inlet, down the coast back of Sitka, to Fort Simpson,
is, so far as is known-for I was unable to examine this district-given up to small traders who ply in and out in light
schooners, canoes, &c., and, doubtless, is quite extensive and
largely illicit, for the natives will not trade at Sitka for money;
so the inference plainly is that they dispose of their furs for
whisky, &c., in the inshore passages, where smuggling can be
carried on.
When the Russian traders first opened up the country the
natives were everywhere found engaged in fierce intestine wars,
and not prosecuting the chase of fur-bearing animals more
than enough to supply themselves with skins for manufacture into garments; depending ou the sea for their principal
means of subsistence.
They used the skin of the sea-otter and beaver generally for
cloaks, employing usually three sea-otters for one cloak; one of
these· skins was cut into two pieces and afterward sewed together, so as to form a square, and were loosely tied about the
shoulders with small leather strings, fastened on each side; it
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was tile sight of these sea-otter cloaks that excitell the greed
and cupidity, and stimulated the adventurous trips made by the
:first Russian traders in the Aleutian _Islands, and the wearisome voyages of the English and French to the coast of Vancouver's Island, and to the northward as far as Cook's Inlet, so
early as 1785-'~6. The beauty and value of the skin of the seaotter alone drew men, who, in spite of all danger, visited every
mile of the rugged coast of this Territory, nearly a hundred
years ago, in rude, clumsy ships and shallops, and depended
upon ruder nautical instruments, without charts, &c.
The hardships endured and perils encountered by these hartly,
indomitable adventurers can be appreciated only by the seaman
of to-day, who may sail in their tracks, provided with a generally correct chart of a coast then absolutely p.nknown, in the
best sailing-vessels, fully equipped with perfect nautical instruments, and yet this modern sailor cannot sleep day or night
with safety while he is on the coast or among the islands, so
severe is the trial.
The first great demand by the natives in the Territory, as an
equivalent for their furs, was iron; the English traders used to
make it up into thick wrought bands, about eighteen inches to
two feet in length, with a breadth of two inches, called" toes;"
for one of these, at first, they readily procured a :fine sea-otter
or two, and a hatchet would obtain two or three ; tobacco, the
present great staple of trade, was then scarcely in demand,
but soon became so; flour, when given by the H.ussians to some
Aleuts at Ounalashka, in 1788, was taken by them up to a hilltop and thrown by handfuls to the wind, the natives enjoying
the sight of the mock snow-storm spectacle much more th!ln
the use of the material for food ; over on the mainland, when
crackers and sugar were given to some natives, at Nusbagak,
they spit it from their mouths with disgust, wearing an expression of exceeding dislike for the strange food ; lead pleased
the Aleutians at first very much, it could be cut and fashioned
so readily, but the most determined trials on their part failed,
of course, to make it tl3tain a cutting-edge, and they :finally gave
it up.
By degrees, however, and quite rapidly, iron with form of
spear heads, axes, knives, kettles, &c., became a drug among
the people generally, and a taste for the wearing of cotton
and woolen goods, the use of tea and tobacco, caused the natives
of the Aleutian Islands to strain every nerve in hunting the sea-
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otter, and so effectually ditl they do so that the animals diminished in a very short time to but a fraction of their former
number; but the natives of the mainland, a very different class
of people, and incapable of living in as advanced a civilization
as the Aleutians, were never aroused, and never will be, to any
such activity by any legitimate effort to trade; they only covet
tobacco and rum, and a little of either, useo as an Indian uses
them, goes a Ion g way.
Therefore, while we may say that the fur-trade of the Aleutian Islands and the Peninsula, as far as Kodiak, bas been and
is to-day developed to its full importance, it is very evident
that, with regard to the rest of the Territory, the annual yield
can be and will be greatly augmented by the exertions of our
energetic and industrious traders who are now scattered in
keen rivalry over the ground.
By the very nature of the business, character of country,.
and climate of Alaska, white men will never themselves do any
sea-otter hunting or mainland trapping; it rests solely with
tlw natives, and the annual yield depends entirely upon the
exertions which these people may be inclined to make as a
means of procuring coveted a,rticles in the bands of the traders.
The hardship and privation to which the fox and marten trappers, and especially the sea-otter hunters, are subjected while
in pursuit of their quarry are very great, yet not so great but
that white men could endure and would endure them did it pay
well enough; but it will be seen by reference to t.he tables
giving the fur yield of the Territory that in proportion to the
number of hunters, all of whom are more or less skillful, the
return is a small one, and would not equal the earnings of the
ordinary mechanic or day-laborer in our country, with the
marked exception of the wages of the inhabitants of the Seal
Islands, who live better and receive more pay than a majority
of our people who are dependent upon manual labor for support.
The life and labor of the trader on the mainland and islands
is one of much discomfort, and at certain seasons of the year
of incessant activity. A chief trader, though burdened with.
much responsibility, lives quietly and comfortably at th-e redoubt or station where he is posted, the headquarters usually
of a very large district; but the trading is all done by deputy
traders, who are under the control of this head officer. These·
men start out from the post alone, perhaps accompanied by an
Indian, with a dog-team and sled, which is loaded with severa1
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hundred-weight of goods, such as are likely to be most prized
by the tribes they intend to visit for the purposes of trade,
usually tobacco, calico, beads, and powder and ball, caps, &c.;
but the great bulk is generally tobacco. These men start in
the dead of winter, prodded with nothing but a blanket, a
tent, a few pounds of dried meat or fish, and tea, nnd go in
this way from tribe to tribe, from settlement to settlement,
until the intended circuit is mnde 01' the gomls ui~ posrd of.
When the trader reaches a settlement he inquires it the
Indians there have any furs; if so, be pitches l1is tPut and
unpacks his goods under it, seats himself in the mil1dle, near
an aperture in the tent, so that the nntives may approaeb and
look in upon his assortment. Their skins are then p~1 ssed
through the opening 'With an intimation of wbat' is desired
from tue trader's stock in exchange. The trader examinC's the
skins, tosses them over into a common heap, and tears off tlw
cloth or passes out the tobacco as the Iuclians rcqnire; , ud
tllis continues till tbe business is concluded.
If the trader finds at the close of his trading at any one or
more settlements that the bulk or weight of his furs is too great
for removal on his sled, be gives the surplus into the care ot
some one of the people, counting O\er to him in tbe presence
of the wbole village all the skins. This man takes cbarge and
honestly guards them until the trader comes in person or sends
for them, and the whole community seems to feel as if tbeir
reputation were at stake, for they will neither molest tbe
trader's cache nor permit others to do so. This is certainly a
strange and most noteworthy characteristic of tbe Indians of
the great interior of Alaska, designated in this report as the
Yukon district.
The trading on the northwest coast, however, from Puget
Sound up to Prince William'~ Sound, was and is conducted in
a very different manner from that of the Yukon district. Here
the traders, large and small, employed vessels nuyiug from
steamers of considerable size to · sloops. Since, however, the
with<lrawal of the Russian American Uompany from the Territory, and the steamer Labouchere of the IIudsou Bay Company, but one trading-steamer remains upon this coast, viz, tlie
old Otter, the property of the last-named corporation. Sailingvessels, small schooners principally, monopolize the trade, and
.of these there are eight or ten at least.
The practice of these trading-vessels is to cruise along the
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coast, running into the numerous canals, channels, and harbors
so characteristic of the region, where they come to an anchor,
within easy reach of the shore, and wait for the natives to
come off to them in their canoes laden with whatever they
may possess fit for barter. The trading itself is tedious beyond all measure. The natiYes will sit in their canoes
a round the vessel for hours before showing the least attention or desire for business_; then when it docs begin the
haggling baffles description; each Indian after tbe other trying to get a little more than his predecessor, no matter how
slight or insignificant it may be. The traders of course dare
not, even to gaiu precious time, deviate from an invariable
rule or tariff' in barter, and so the slow exchange goes on. The
Indians throughout tllis whole section are shrewd and artful
traders, and do not scruple to adopt any means by wllicll they
can outwit or deceh·e the white trader, so that it is unfortunately a case of diamond cut diamond where,~er traders meet
the nati,es of the porthwest coast to-day.
\Yitll the Indians of the Territory trade is carried ou without the use of coin, but on the Aleutian Islands, among the
Christian Aleuts, the people take cash for their furs and pay
over the counters of the different stores for their goods; and
this ne.c essitates the keeping of accounts, since . the tra<lers
often find it to their advantage to give credit to a penniless
hunter. These accounts the Aleuts keep in very good shape,
and they are seldom in error over their reckoning.
The Russians pursued a different course from our people in
conducting their trade in this region, where tlley were free from
the competition of rival traders. Barauov, the real founder
and maker of the Russian American Uompany 7 was a man of
indomitable energy and foresight, and gave the affairs of the
company his Yigilant personal supervision everywhere and at
aU times, but his successors were unlike him, and made no
exertion to pay dividends to the stockholders, or to pay debts .
.All of these gentlemen, with one exception, General Viviatovskie, were officers of the imperial :fleet, and li ,~ed in official
rotation at Sitka, which was selecte<l in preference to Kodiak
as a bett~r position in which to menace and repel the advances
of the lludson's Bay people along the coast belonging to
Alaska. They were surrounded by a troop of subordinates,
living without regard to cost or expenditure of time or labor;
.a :fleet of fourteen or fifteen vessels, steam and sail. Indeed,
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no better commentary on the management can be made than
a reference to their archives, where in almost any one year 7
look, for instance, January, 1863, (Tecbmainov, vol. ii, p. 224,)
at this table showing the number and distribution of the em·
ployes and dependents:
Districts.

Rnss_ian~,

lfe.n.

Total.

1

Women.

District of Sitka._... 418
50
District of Kodiak.__ 129
1
Districtot'Ouualashka
4 ........ .
Di<~trict of Atka.....
2 ........ ..
District of Yukon.. ..
32 ........ ..
District of Kuriles _. _
1 _........ TotaL .........

Alentef~
and
Kunles.

Fins, Russian crcoles.
and foreigners.

------I

Men.

Women . .Men.

210
480

::!00
36
489 1, 010
125
749
106
367
21
14
5
126

131
\14

23
4

Women.

Men.

31

664

~~ 1,~~~

Women.
381
1, 47;}
96()-

342

4!i3

11

71

32.

108

131

113

448

586 --51~944~-1,046 ~ -2,310 ~ --2,406

Or a grand tota I of 6,977 dependents of all classes, and of this
number over 1,200 were paid regular salaries, from the gov-ernor
down to the serf.
And yet, with this small army of servants and dependents, the
Russians, for the last forty years of their possession, did not
get one-half of the furs annually that our traders now secure
every year since their establishment in the Territory, while
there are not over two hundred men engaged in the whole busi·
ness at present.
Take the sea-otter trade for instance. The Russians called
it a fair season when they secured in the course of the year,
throughout the whole Territory, 350 to 400 sea-otters; many
years occurred in which less than 200 were taken; but during
the last two years 2,500 to 3,000 have been captured each sea.
son in the Aleutian and Kodiak districts alone; and I estimate
that not less than 500 have been taken from Cook's Inlet down
to Fort Simpson. Tllis great increase in the development of
the business is simply due to the active personal supervision
of the present agents and traders.
In connection with this view of the trade and traders in the
Territory, it is proper to mention the operations of the Alaska.
Commercial Company, as it llas been the subject of comment
by the press. The whole matter appears to amount to this,
that the fur-trade of Alaska, (always excepting the Seal
Islands,) placed, as it is, in a fair field for competition, will
sooner or later be controlled by those who invest the most
money in the undertaking and send the best men for the work,
who make their stations more attractive to the natives, and
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render communication between their wide-scattered posts more
frequent aud regular. It will be more difficult eyery year for
small or inexperienced traders to do any~hing at the fur-trade
in this Territory, and the trade does not appear extensive
.enough to snpport the operations of two companies, each. with
.as much capital in\ested as the one in que ' tion. The result
would be that one would ba,Te to withdraw. As far, however,
.as the Government is concerned, the field for traue in Alaska
i s free and open to all; a practical illustration of which is
.shown in the follmving statement of affairs existing at Ounalashka:
Ounalasbka is an Aleutian "'\'illage of some .four hundred
souls, men, women, and children; of these sixty are first-class
sea-otter bunters~ and t11is is their profession. The Alaska
Commercial Company have erected three large warehouses
fronting a wharf, where their \essels unloau and load; a large
store-bouse, filled with a most extensive selection of goods; a
very large dwelling-house for their traders; with office, courtyard, stables for cattle and sheep, a blacksmith-shop, &c., all
finished in :first-class st,yle, and furnislwd thoroughly throughout. The company have also erected and are building snug
cottages for their best hunters to live in; and there is a schoolhouse, where the native children are invited to attend, which
::;orne do. In opposition to this, a young man is placed in a
small, weather-worn, rickety shanty, which is made to sen·e
as warehouse, store, and living-room for the agent; a most
meager stock of goods, no assortment whatever; and yet this
youllg m<m, who has not got one dollar to back him, came to
me and complained of the almost total loss of his trade, and
said in explanation that it was due to the fact that though the
natives wanted to trade with him, 3·et they were living under
the influence of fear to such an extent that they dared not do
it, and hence transferred their trade. I told him, after looking
about the place and talking: witll the natives and their priest
for three or four days, that the only fear that these people of
Ounalashka had in the matter '\\!lS a most wholesome one; it
was the fear, coupled with au absolute certainty, that, as be
was situated for trade, they would not do as well at his establishment as the·y could at his opponent,s, and the dullest of
them could readily appreciate it; therefore, if any successful
opposition to the Alaska Commercial Company is to be made
in the Territory where it is established, money must. be freely
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expended in buildings and upon the people, who wi1l go with
wonderful promptness and unanimit.y wherever they can make
the most in trade and are best treated, for they are keen and
shrewd.
I now pass to the consideration of the several tra<ling <listricts, and the character and quality of the furs obttJ,ined from
them respectively.
THE YUKON DISTRIC'l'.
KOTZEBUE SOUND:

The trade at this place with the natives is principally by
whaling-vessels, whicll are supplied witll liquors; tlley fit out
and clear from the Sandwich Islands for the arctic, and take
advantage of the impunity with which they can visit this port
and profit by this illicit occupation; for the natives here, as
everywhere else, are passionately foncl of liquor, and a large
proportion of the best furs from the Lower Yukon, the region
south of Saint Michael's, is picked out by Indian traders and carried to this place, where they can be exchanged for whiskyr
The trade, however, that belongs to the sound itself is not extensive; only a srna1l number of Esldmo live here, in scattered
settlements along the coast, at the mou hs of debouching creeks,
&c. The catch of fur- bearing animals is not large ; ihe people
themselves live more by trading than by hunting, i. e., trading
between the people living far to the south ward and eastwaru
on the one band, and the whalers and others, making profits as
middlemen.
NOR 'I' ON'S SOUND :

A few Eskimo traders live here; the catch an<l yield of fm·bearing animals unimportant. These people asE'ist the Kotzebue
traders in getting their furs carried up and over to that place,
and many of tbem go over to Port Qlarence with an assortment
of furs, beaYer principally, where they meet the people from
the Asiatic side, wlw cross Bering's Straits in the wit1ter on the
ice by way of the Diomede Islands, with dog-sleds, loaded with
.tame reindeer-skins, tanned, which are in great demand by the
natives of this .district for manufacture into cloaks, coats, parkies, &c., while the Asiatics are equally desirous of getting any
and all kin<ls of fur, such as mink, marten, land-otter, beaver,
&c., but desire beaver especially.
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THE DI01\'IEDES, KING'S ISLAND, SLEDGE ISLAND, AND SAINT'.
LAWRENCE-

Are inhabited by a few Eskimo, but there is no trade with·
them worth mentioning; they have a little walrus-oil and ivory,
and a few red foxes, and occasionally get some whalebone.
SAINT MICHAEL'S:

This is a shipping-point only for the accumulated furs gath·
ered by the traders from the Lower and Upper Yukon, at Nulato, Fort Yukon, and the Tannanah. The present annual yield
from these points is the largest and most valuable from the·
mainland of Alaska. .A vessel coming to Saint Michael's in the
summer will find from one hundred to one hundred and fifty
Indians; they have come in from long distances to the northwest, eastward, and southward; but the fur-trading on the
Yukon River arid its many tributaries is very irregular as to
time and place year after year, the traders constantly moving
from settlement to settlement. This year they may only get a
thousand skins where they got five thousand last season, and
vice ve1·sa. It is impossible to say where the best place for
trade will be, the catch in different sections varying every
winter with the depth of snow, the severity of climate, &c.
NUNIVAK:

Trade here is small and unimportant, principa.Uy walrus-oil,
some ivory, and a few red foxes.
CAPE ROMANZOV :

Traders come up from the Koskoquim and down from the
Yukon to this point, where they'get some very good furs, mink,
marten, and foxes. At Cape Avinova, the district there is quite
celebrated for its marten catch, both in quantity and quality;
a large number of brown bear range here, where they subsist
upon berries, roots, reindeer, &c. The Indians live in small
buts and settlements scattered all along the coast down from.
Saint Michael's.
KosKOQUIM:

The trade is extensive, and done principally at Kolmakov
Redoubt, about one hundred and fifty miles up the river from
its mouth, and at a station some sixty miles below it. The
traders come down the river in June with their cargoes and
meet the ships. The principal trade is beaver, red foxes, mink,
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(plenty,) marten, land-otter, (abundant,) bears, brown and
black. The people of this district keep traveling all the year
round.
NUSH.A.G.A.K:

About the same as at Koskoquim, but the quality of sable
or marten deteriorates very much and rapidly as the trader
goes south from this region. The people are also great travelers,
always on the move. This section closes the Yukon district,
which forms the western boundary of that of the Peninsula
-and Kodiak. In this country, between Kotzebue and its S{)luthern boundary back into the interior as far as a thousand miles,
furs are gathered as follows:
·
Beaver are taken of the very best quality and in the greatest
quantity, and an immense number of musk-rat skins, for the
trad.er must buy everything, (these musk-rat skins are principally shipped to France and Germany, for poor people wear
them;) of red foxes, quite a large number are taken. Black
foxes are seldom obtained, perhaps three or four on an average
during the year. Silver-gray foxes, a small number annually.
Mink and marten of very .fine quality from Koskoquim to the
northward, but from this point to the southward this fur deteriorates rapidly. Land-otter, quite a large number of the best
quality. Black and brown bear, a few; a small trade in swans'~
down. Eider-down, with profit, cannot be sold in San l~ra.ncisco,
but it is valuable in Russia. (Herman goose-down is used by
our upholstert>rs in preference, as it is much cheaper and just
as good.) Reindeer-skins are dried; quite a large number of
these which go east are tanned, and make a very superior
leather.
Figures to show the number of skins taken out of the country might easily be obtained were it under the control of a single corporation, as it was under the Russian rule, but as it is
now, with ten or a dozen independent traders, large and small,
all studiously concealing or purposely exaggerating their trausactions in order to draw or divert trade, the figures, were tl.Jey
furnished, would be quite unreliable. The following table, however, showiug the yield of this district during a period of
twenty years, between 1842 and 1861, as given by Russian authority, may be deemed correct; and I was assured by Father
Shiesneekov, of Ounalash ka, a Russian priest, born and raised
in this country, that the present yield of furs is at least four
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times as great every year, compared with the table, owing to
the greater activity anu energy of our traders:
:L'able showing the nnrnber of skins taken by the Russian American Company from
the Yukon district, during the period between 1842 and 1861, twenty yea1·s.
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Total ... 81, 794

Guided by this exhibit, if I coulu rely on what bas been
affirmed by the traders whom I have met in the Territory, the
catch in the Yukon district during the last three years has
averaged six times as much as the Russian annual average.
TilE PENINSULAR AND KOD LA.K.

0AGASIIIIC:

This is the only trading-station on the north shore of the
Peninsula, and it is in itself inconsiderable; the people have a
few red foxes, a few bea\er, but quite a fair number of reindeerskins, the .count~y being fairly alive with these animals; they
also are adjacent to the large walrus hauling-grounds in Bristol Bay, and some ivory is secured by them; they have a few
brown bears, an occasional wolf-skin, and a little swans'-cown.
BELCOVSKIE :

A sea-otter post: the natives bring in the skins of these
animals, which they obtain at Saanach and the Chernobour
Hoeks; the trade otherwise is unimportant---:-a few red foxes
and brown bears.
Saanach. A Rea-ottel' post recently established: nearly twothirds of the sea-otters captured in the who1e Alaskan district
are taken around this island.
Unga. A sea-otter post, with small trade in red foxes, black
and brown bears, &c.
Kodiak, or Saint Paul's.-Once the heauquarters of the old
Russian American Company, but since 1825 it has been a
mere trading-post; a large number of sea-otter hunters make
it their home, and bring in their quarry for trade there; all the
trade of Kenai and Cook's Inlet came in here under the old
4 AL
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regime, but it is now confined principally to the sea-otter t·r ade;
the Cook's Inlet and Katmai trade is mostly engrossed by
trading-schooners plying between these places and Puget
Sound; the yield of this district under the Russian control
is given for twenty years, 184.2-1861, inclush·e, as follows:
Sea-otters, 5,809; beaver, 85,381; marten, 14,29.3; minks, 1,175;
musk-rats, 14,313; wolverines, 1,27G; marmots, 712; wolves, 58.
In the COOK'S INLET DISTRICT, the MOUNT SAINT ELIAS and
SITKAN DISTRICTS, there are no well-established trading-posts, _
the business being conducted on shipboard everywhere, the
natives coming off to the trading-schooners in their canoes .
.At the time of the Russian occupation there was considerable
trading done at Sitka, but now it bas fallen off entirely, the
natives of that place and vicinity going back into the inside
passages, where they can trade with whisky-schooners in perfect security, as affairs are now conducted. ill' the Territory .
.A large variety of furs are brought in from the dense forests
and. high mountains of this region-such as red, black, and silver .foxes, brown and black bears, mink, marten, porcupines,
beaver, land and sea otter, fur-seal, hair-seal, deer, rabbits,
squirrels, mountain-goats, ermines, and the hoary marmot or
whistler.

THE 0UN AL.ASITKA DISTRICT :
This embraces the whole of the Aleutian Archipelago, and is
given entirely to the sea-otters; there is nothing else iu this
section fit for trade save a few red and black foxes, and in it
are established six stations, viz : Ounalasl~a, the largest and
principal one, Akootan, ()herno?-'slcie, Oornnalc, Atka, and Attou,
which are the homes of the sea-otter bunters, and where they
trade.
The stations enumerated in the foregoing diRtricts comprise
all that are established in the Alaskan Territory.
THE V.ALUE OF TilE FUR-TRADE.
With the exception of the Sitkan and Cook's Inlet districts,.
the gross value of the annual fur-production of .Alaska can be
closely ascertained. I append to this head several tables from
Russian authorities in reference to the subject, and call attention to the fact that for the last ninety years or more, up to the
present date, the prices of the leading furs in our market to-day
are very much what they were then, with the exception of the
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fur-seal, which has been greatly enhanced in value by reason of
improvement in dressing, but the marten and the sea-otter
stand to-day at almost the same figures at which th('Y were
bought and sold a hundred years ago in China, where the value
of money has remained the same; the native hunters, however, receive now three, four, and five times as much as they
were paid by the Russia.n American Company for their skins.
'rhe following list may be taken as very nearly correct, and
shows the gross value of the fur-trad·e of the Territory to the
traders for the year 1873 :
100,000 fur-seal skins, at an average of $7. ____ ... _.•..... _. _.••• $700,000
3,000 sea'otter skins, at an average of $75 ..• _..... ____ .•.... __ .
225,000
100,000
50,000 skins from the Yukon district, assorted, at an average of$2.
30,000 skins from all the rest of the Territory, (this is a very unsatisfactory estimate,) at an average of $2 .. _..... __ .. _.. _.•..
60,000
A grand total of. .. _..... -.-- ............... _.....••... ~ .. 1, 085, 000

Which is more than double the annual receipts of any one of
the best of the last twenty years of the Russian American
Company, so far as can be judged by reference to their statements, as is shown in the table at the close of this article.
It seems that the Seal Islands represent two-thirds of the
whole value of the fur-trade of Alaska, and that with the seaotter interest combined there is scarcely anything left.
Matters are now so arranged on the Seal Islands that the Government nets a revenue of $300,000 per annum, with the preservation of its interest there in all of its original integrity.
With reference to the sea,-otter trade, I think I clearly show
the necessity for protection from the Government in my discussion of the subject in this report, and, in regard to the
remaining interests, the country itself protects them.
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Table showing the yield of the different stations in fhe Territm·y of Alaska, from
the archives of the Russian American Fur Company, jm· a poriod of tu;enty
years, between 1842 and 1861.
ai

'0
~

~
Q

'W
H

~~
.pQ)

taQ)

'@

c:l

w

~c:l

w

ce

8
0'

0

~
0

~

ai

.::!

~

·:::;

~
~

0

~

bll

~

s

c:l

ci

~

~

ta
>:l
p

0

~

0
0

;a

w

~

.Q

0

------ --- -- --- -- ---

Beaver.............. .. .. .. ..
49, 398
32, 396 .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. ..
85, 381
Land-otter . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .
4, 954
1, 165 .. . .. .. . .. .. . .
3~9
979 ........ ,
Sea-otter...... .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 2, 242 1, 188
5, 686 3, 611
5, 809
Fur-seal ............ 309, 701 .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . . ........................... ..
Foxes, black ........................................................................ ..
Foxes, silver ......................................................................... .
]foxes, red...... .. .. .. .. .. ..
10, 216
3, 590 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 19, 671 5, 731 ....... ..
Foxes, blue......... 34, 794 .. .. .. . .. .
320
2, 503 1, G85 ..... .. . .. .. .. . ....... ..
Foxes, white .................. .. .................................................... ..
Martens ·............ .. .. .. ..
8, 853
2, 098 .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. ..
14, 295
Minks......................
330 .......... ........ ...... ......... ......
1,175
Wolverines......... ... . .. ..
52 ...... . . . . ........ ...... .... .. . .. ......
1, 276
Lynx . ...... . .. . . . . . .... .. ..
1, 007
327 ................................. , ... .
58
'\Volves ............. ........ .......... .......... ........ ...... ......... ......
Bears............... .. .. .. ..
183
93 ..................................... .
Sea-lions ............................................................................. .
Musk-rats .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. • ..
4, 668 .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. • ..
14, 313
Marmots............ ........ .......... ...... .... ........ ...... ......... ......
712
Walrus-teeth ....... 4,160 lbs ll6lbs. 1,040 lbs............... 21,640 lbs ...... 51,840 lbs
Castorum ................... 3,315prs. 6,836prR...................................... .

Table showing the exp01·tation of furs by the Russian-American Company.

Variet:y of fur.

Period of
1797-1821,
(24years.)

Period of
1821-1842,
(21 years.)

Period of
1842-1861,
(19 years.)

Sea-otter, adult and 1-year old skins.....
72, 894
25,416
Sea-otter tails...........................
34,546
23,506
J,and-otters .. .. • • .. .. .. • .. • .. .. .. . .. .. . .
14, 969
29, 442
Fur-seals................................
1, 232, 374
458, 502
Beavers . . . . . . • . • . • . .. • .. . .. • • • .. .. .. . . . .
34, 54ti
162, 034
Foxes, black . .. . .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .
13, 702
17, 91 3
Foxes, cross or silver...................
21, 8!JO
26,402
Foxes, red .. • .. • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. . ..
30, 950
45, !J47
Foxes, blue .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • ..
36, 362
55, 714 }
Foxes, white............................
4, 234
13, 638
Martens.................................
17,289
15,666
Minks ..... ~ . .. .. • . .. .. . .. • .. . .. .. .. .. ..
4, 802
15, 481
"Wolverines..............................
1,151
1, 564
Lynx...... . • • . .. . . • • . .. . • • . . . .. . . . .. .. . .
1, 389
4, 253
Wolves..................................
121
201
Bears....................................
1, 602
5, 3~
Sea-lions, young . ........................
27 ......... . .... ..
Musk-rats...... .. ........................ .... . . . . . . . .. . . .
4, 4!Jl
Walrus-teeth............................
64, 640 lbs............... ..
Castornm .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
20 lbs................ .
Whale-bone ...................... ·-.....
47, 040 lbs................. .

l

25, 89(}
25, 7!J7
70,473
372 8!J4
157:484
77,847
54, 134
12, 7S2

872
10
6, 927
24
1, 893
6, 570
260, 040 lbs.
4, 960 lbs.
138, 200 lbs.

The following shows the amount of food-supplies required,
independent of tea, tobacco, and liquor, for the annual subsistence of the employes of the Russian-American Company,
(1863 ;) a year's supply or more was always kept in advance in
case of an emergency, (from Techmainov :)
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Wheat, 14,000 poods, at 3 rubles anu 26 kopecks a pood, (or

3Gpounds.)

Flour, 498 poods, at 6 rubles and 31 kopecks a pood.
Peas, 404 poods, at 4 rubles and 90 kopecks a pood.
Split wheat, 404 poods, at 4 rubles and 90 kopecks a pood.
Salt, 922 poods, at 3 rubles and 78 kopecks a pood.
Butter, 498 poods, at 20 rubles and 20 kopeeks a pood.
Hams, 92 poods, at 59 kopecks a pound.
The rubles are paper, equal to 20 cents each. A pood is 36
pounds English, or 4.0 Russian pounds.

CHAPTER V.
THE SEA-OI'TER AND ITS HUNTING.
The sea-otter, like the fur-seal, is another illustration of an
animai long known and higllly prized in the commercial world,
yet respecting the habits and life of which nothing definite
has been ascertained or published. The reason for this is obvious, for, save the natives who hunt them, no one properly qualified has ever had an opportunity of seeing the sea-otter so as
to study it in a state of nature, for, of all the shy, sensitive
beasts, upon the capture of which man sets any \alue, this
creature is the most keenly on the alert and difficult to obtain;
and, like the fur-seal in this Territory, it possesses the enhanc~
ing value of being pdnci pally confined to our coun-try. A truthful account of the strange, vigilant life of the sea-otter, and of
the hardships and perils encountered by its hunters, would surpass in novelty and interest the most attractive work of fiction.
When the Russian traders opened up the Aleutian Islands
they found the natives commonly wearing sea-otter cloaks,
which they parted with a_t first for a trifle, not placing any especial value on the animal, as they diu the hair-seal and the
sea-lion, the flesh and skins of which were vastly more palatable and serviceable to them; but the- offers· of the greedy
traders soon set the natives after them. During the first few
years the numbers of these animals taken all along the Aleutian Chain, and down the whole northwest coast as far as Oregon, were very great, ~nd compared with what are now captured
seem perfectly fabulous; for instance, when the Prybilov Islands were first discovered, two sailors, Lukannon and Kaiekov,
killed at Saint Paul's Island, in the first year of occupation,
five thousand; the next year they got less than a thousand, and
in six years after not a single sea-otter appeared, and none have
appeared since. vVhen Shellikov's party first visited Cook's
Inlet, they secured three thousand ; during the second year,
two thousand; in the third, only eight hundred; the season
following they obtained six hundred; and finally, in 1812, less
than a hundred, and since then not a tenth of that number.
The first \isit made by the Russians to the Gulf of Yahkutat,

ALASKA.

55

in 1";94, two thousand sea-otters were taken, but they diminished so rapidly that in 1799less than three hundred were taken.
In 1798 a large party of l~ussians and Aleuts captured in Sitka
.Sound and neighborhood twelve hundred ·skins, besides those
for which they traded with the natives there, fully as many
more; and in the spring of 1800 a few American ~nd English
ves~els came iuto Sitka Sound, anchor~d off the small Russian
.settlement there, an(~ traded, with the natives for oYer two
thousand skins, getting the trade of the Indians by giving firearms and powder, ball, &c., which the Russians did not dare
to do, living then, as they were, in the country. In one of the
early years of the Russian American Company, 1804, Baranov
went to the Okotsk from Alaska with fifteen thousand sea-otter
skins, that were worth as much then as they are now; viz, fully
$1,000,000.
,The result of this warfare upon the sea-otters, with ten hunters then where there is one to-day, was not long <lelayed. Everywhere throughout the whole coast-line frequented by them the
di.minution set in, and it became difficult to get to places where
a thousand had once been as easily obtained as twenty-five or
thirty. A Russian chronicler says: ''The numbers of several
kinds of' animals are growing Yery much less in the present
as compared with past times; ·for instance, the company here
(Ounalashka) regularly killed more than a thousand sea-otters
annually; now (1835) from se\enty to a hundred and fifty are
taken; and there was a time, in 1826, when the returns from the
whole Ounalashkan district (the Aleutian Islands) were only fifteen skins."
It is also a fact coincident with this diminution of the seaotters, that the population of the Aleutian Islands fell off almost
in the same proportion. The Russians regarded the lives .
of these people as they <lid those of dogs, and treated them accordingly; they took, un<ler Baranov and his subordinates, hunting-parties of fiye hundred to a thousand picked Aleuts, eleven
or twelve hundred miles to the eastward of their homes, in skinbaidars and bidarkies, or kyacks, traversing one of the wildest
and roughest of coasts, and used tllem not only for the severe
drudgery of otter-bunting, but to fight the Kolosllians and
other savages all the way up and <lown the coast; this soon
•
destroyed them, and few e\Ter got back alive.
When the Territory came into our possession the Russians
. were taking between four and fi\e lmu<lred sea-otters from the
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.Aleutian Islands and south of the peninsula of .Alask:.1, with
perhaps a hundred and fifty more from Kenai, Yahkutat, and.
the Sitkan district; the Hutlson's Bay Company and other
traders getting about two hundred more from the coast of Queen.:
Charlotte's and Vancouver's Isl~mds, and off Gray's IIarbor,.
Washington Territory.
Now, during the last. season, 1873, instead of less than seven.
hundred skins, as obtained by the Russians, our traders secured
not much less than four thousandskins. This immense difference is not due to the fact of there being a proportionate in·
crease of sea-otters, but to the organization of hunting-parties
in the same spirit and fashion as in the early days above mentioned. The keen competition of our traders will ruin the busi~
ness in a comparatively short time if some action is not taken
by the Government; and to the credit of these traders let it be·
said, that while they cannot desist, for if they do others will
step in and profit at their expense, yet they are anxious that
some prohibition should be 'laid upon the business. This can
be easily done, and in such a manner as to perpetuate the seaotter, not only for themselves, but for the natives, who are dependent upon its hunting for a living which makes them superior to savages.
Over two-thir<ls of all the sea-otters taken in .Alaska are·
secured in two small areas of water, little rocky islets and reefs.
around the island of Saanach and the Chernobours, which.
proves that these animals, in spite of the incessant hunting al1
the year round on this ground; seem to have some particularpreference for it to the ·practical exclusion of nearly all the rest
of the coast in the Territory. This may be due to its better ·
adaptation as a breeding-ground. It is also noteworthy that
all the sea-otters taken below the Straits of Fuc.n, are shot by
the Indians and white hunters off the beach in the surf at
Gray's Harbor, a stretch of less than twenty miles; here some
:fifty to a hundred are taken every year; while not half that
number can be obtained from all the rest of the Oregon and.
Washington coast-line; there is nothing in the external appearance of this reach to cause its selection by the sea-otters, except perhaps that it may be a little less rocky .
.A~ matters are now conducted by the hunting parties, the·
sea-otters at Saanach and the Chernobours do not have a day's
rest during the whole year. Parties relieve each other in succession, and a continual warfare is maintained. This persistenc~~
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is stimulated by the traders, and is rendered still more deadly
to the sea-otter by the use of rifles of the best make, which, in
the hands of the young and ambitions nati\·es, in spite of the
warnings of the old men, must result in the extermination of
these animals, as no authority' exists in the land to pre-.;rent it.
These same old men, in order to successfully compete with
their rivals, have to drop their bone spears and arrows and
take up fire-arms in self-defense. So the bad work goes on
rapidly, though a majority of tho natives and the traders
deprecate it.
With a view to check this eYil and to perpetuate the life of
the sea-otter in the Territory, I offer the following suggestions
to the Department:
1st. Pro hi bit the use of fire-arms of any descripti.on in the
hunting of the sea-otter in the Territory of Alaska.
2d. Make it unlawful for any party or parties to hunt this.
animal during the months of June, July, and August, fixing a
suitable penalty, fine, or punishment.
The first proposition gives the sea-otter a chance to li\~e; and,
with the second, may possibly promote an increase in the number of this valuable animal.
Tl10enforcement by the Goyernmentofthis prohibition will not
be difficult, as it is desired by a great majority of the natives
and all tho traders Laving any real interest in the perpetuation
of tlle business. A good deputy attached to the customs, whose
salary and expenses might be more than paid by a trifling tax
upon each otter-skin, say $1, could, if provided with a sound
wllale-boat, make his headquarters at Saanach and llelcovski
and carry the law into effect. The trade of the Kodiak district centers at the village of that name, and the presence of
the collector or his deputy will exert authority, and cause tho
old native hunters and many of the younger who have reflection to comply with his demands. The collector then being
provided with the small revenue-steamer spoken of in my
chapter upon the duty of the Government toward the Territory,
can insure compliance with the instructions given him, and
punish violations.
ThiE proposed action on the part of tile Government is urgent
and humane, for upon the successful hunting of the sea-otter
some five thousand Christianized natives are entirely dependent
for the means to live in a condition superior to barbarism.

58

ALASKA.
TilE IIATIITS OF 'TilE SEA-OTTER, ( Enhyclra

marina.)

I have bad a number of interesting interdews with several
very intelligent tra~ers, and an English hunter who bad spent
an entire winter on Saanach Island, shooting sea-otters, and
enduring, while there, b~tter privation and hardship; and
chiefly from their accounts, aided by my own observation, I
submit the following:
Saanach Island, Islets, and Reefs, is the great sea-otter ground
of this country. The island it:self is small, with a coast-line
circuit of about eighteen miles. Spots of sand· beach are found
here and there, but the major portion of it is composed of enormous water-worn bowlders piled up by the surf. The interior
is low and rolling, with a ridge rising into three hills, the middle one some 800 feet in height. There is no tiin ber on it, but
ab~ndant grass, moss, &c., with a score of little fresh-water
lakes, in which multitudes of ducks and geese are found every
spring and fall. The natives do not live upon thA island,
because the making of fires and scattering of food-refuse alarms
the otters, driving them off to sea; so that it is only camped
upon, and fires are never built unless the wind is from the
south ward, for no sea-otters are ever found to the north of the.
island. The sufferings to which the native hunters subject
themselves every winter on this island, going for many weeks
without fires, even for cooking, with the thermometer down to
zero, in a northerly gale of wind, is better imagined than described.
To the southward and westward, and stretching directly out
to sea, some five to eight miles from Saanach Island, is a succession of small islets, bare, most of them, at low water, but
with numerous reefs and rocky shoals, beds of kelp, &c._ This
is the great sea-otter ground of Alaska, together with the
Cherrobour Islets, to the eastward ::.bout thirty miles, which
are similar to it.
The sea-otter rarely lands upon the main island, but it is
found just out of water on the reef-rocks and islets above mentioned, in certain seasons, and at a little distance at sea during
calm and pleasant weather.
The adult sea-otter is an animal that will measure from tllree
and a half to four feet at most, from nose to tip of tail, which is
short and stumpy. The general contour of the body is closely
like that of the beaver, with the skin lying in loose folds, so ·
that when taken bold of in lifting the body out from the water,
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it iH as slack an<l draws up like the hi<le on the uape of a young
dog. This skin, which is taken from the body with but one
cut made in it at the posteriors, is turned inside out, an<l airdried, an<l stretched, so that it .then gives the erroneous impression of an animal at least six feet in length, with girth and
shape of a weasel or mink.
There is no sexual dissimilarity in color or size, and both
manifest the same intense shyness and aversion to man, coupled
with the greatest solicitude for their young, which they bring
into· existence at all seasons of the year, for the natives get
young pups every mouth in the year. As the natives have
never caught the mothers bringing forth their offspring on the
rocks, they are disposed to believe that the birth takes place
on kelp-beds, in pleasant or not over-rough weather. The female bas a single pup, born about 15 inches in length, and provided during the first mouth or two with a coat of coarse, brownish, grizzled. fur, head and. nape grizzled, grasish, rufous white,
with the roots of the hair growing dal'ker toward the skin.
The feet, as in the adult, are very short, webbed, with nails
like a dog, fore-paws exc~edingly feeble and small, all covered
with a short, :fine, dark, bister-brown hair or fur. From this
poor condition of fur they improve as they grow older, shading
darker, :finer, thicker, ~md. softer, and by the time they are two
years of ago they are "prime," though the animal is not fullgrown until its fourth or :fifth .vear. The white nose and mustache of the pup are not ehanged. in the a<lult. The whisker·s
are white, short, and :fine.
Tho female bas two teats, resembling those of a cat, placed
between the hind. limbs on the abdomen, and no signs of more;
the pup sueks a year at least, and longer if its mother bas no
other; the mother lies upon her bnek in the water or upon
the roeks, as tho case may be, and when she is surprised she
protects her young by clasping it in her fore-paws and turning
her back to the danger; they shed. their fur just as the hair of
man grows an<l falls out; the reason is evident, for they must
be ready for the water at all times.
The sea-otter mother sleeps in the water on ber back, with
her young claspe<l between her fore-paws. The pup cannot
live witlwnt its mother, though frequent attempts have been
made by the natives to raise them, as they often capture them
ali\e, but, like some other species of wil<l animals, it seems to
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be 'SO deeply imbued with fear of man that it inYariabl;y dies
from self-imposed starvation.
Their food, as migllt be inferred from the flat molars of den~i
tion, is almost entirely composed of clams, muscles, a11<1 seaurchins~ of wllich they are very fond, and which they break by
striking the shells together, held in each fore paw, sucking out
the contents as they are fracture<l by these efforts; they also·
undoubtedly eat crabs, and the juicy, tender fron<ls of kelp or
sea-weed, and fish.
They ·a re not polygamous, and more than an individual is
seldom seen at a time when out at sea. The flesh is very unpalatable, highly charged with a rank smell and flavor.
They are playful, it would seem, for I am assured by seYeral
old bunters that they have watched the sea-otter for a half an
hot:r as it lay upon its back in the water and tossed a piece of
sea-weed up in the air from paw to paw, apparently taking
great delight in catching it before it could fall into the water.
It will also play with its young for Lours:
The quick hearing ·a nd acute smell possessed by the sea-otter
are not equaled by any other creatures in the Territory. They
will take alarm an<lleave from the effects of a small :fire, four
or :five miles to the wind ward of them ; and the footstep of man
must be washed by many tides before its trace ceases to alarm
the animal and drive it from. landing there should it approach
for that purpose.
There are four principal methods of capturing the sea-otter,
viz, by surf-shoot·ing, by spearing-surrounds, by clubbing, and by
nets.
The surf-shooting is the common method, but has only been
in vogue among the natives a short time. The young men have
nearly all been supplied with rifles, with which they patrol the
shores of the island and inlets, and whenever a sea-otter's head
is seen in. the surf, a thousand yards out even, they :fire, the
·great distance and the noise of the surf preventing the seaotter from taking alarm until it is· hit; and, in nine times
out of ten, when it is bit, in the head, which is all that is exposed, the shot is fatal, and the hunter waits until the surf
brings his quarry in, if it is too rough for him t::> venture out
in his "bidarkie." This shooting is kept up now the whole
year round.
The spearing-surround is the orthodox native system of captur~, and reflects the h~ghest cre<1it upon them as bold, hardy
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watermeu. A party of fifteen or twenty uidarkies, with two
men in each, as a rule, all under the control of a chief elected
by common consent, start out in pleasant weather, or when it
is not too rough, and spread themselves out in a long line,
slowly paddling over the waters where sea-otters are most
usually found. When any one of them disco\ers an otter,
asleep, most likely, in the water, he makes a quiet signal, and
there is not a word spoken or a paddle splashed while t.hey are
on the hunt. lie darts toward the animal, but generally the
alarm is taken by the sensitive object, which instantly dives
before the Aleut can get near enough to throw his spear. The
hunter, however, keeps right on, and stops his canoe directly
over the spot where the otter disappeared. The others, taking
note of the position, all deploy.and scatter in a circle of half a
mile wide around the mark of departure thus made, and patiently wait for the re-appearance of the otter, which must take
place within fifteen or thirty minutes for breath ; and as soon
as this happens the nearest one to it darts forward in the same
manner as his predecessor, when all hands shout a~d throw
their spears, to make the animal dive again as quickly as possible, thus giving it scarcely an instant to recover itself. A
sentry is placed over its second diving-wake as befor:e, and the
circle is drawn anew; and the surprise is often repeated, so~e
times for two or three hours, until the sea-otter, from interrupted respiration, becomes so filled with air or gases that Lo
cannot sink, and becomes at once an easy victim.
The coolness with which these Aleuts will go far out to sea in
their cockle-shell kyacks, and risk the approach of gales that
are as apt to be against them as not, with a mere handful of
food and less water, is remarkable. They are certainly as hardy
a set of hunters, patient and energetic, as can be found in tlle
world.
The clubbing is only done in the winter-season, and tllen at
infrequent intervals, which occur when tremendous gales of
wind from the north ward, sweeping down over Saanach, have
about blown themselves out. The natives, the very boldest of
them, set out from Saanach, and scud down on the tail of the
gale to the far outlying rocks, just sticking out above surf-wash,
where they creep up from the leeward. to the sea-otters found
there at such times, with their heads stuck into the beds of kelp
to avoid the wind. The noise of the gale is greater than that
made by the stealtlly movements of the bunters, who, armed
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each with a short, heavy, wooden club, dispatch the animals 7
one after another, without alarming the whole body, and in this
way two Aleuts, brothers, were known to have slain seventyeight in less than an hour and a half.
There is no driving these animals out upon land. They are
fierce and courageous, and, when surprised by a man betweerr
themselves and the water, they will make for the sea, straight
without any regard for the hunter, their progress, by a succession of short leaps, being very rapid for a small distance. The
greatest care is taken by the sea-otter hunters on Saanach.
They have lhyed in the dead of a severe winter six weeks at a
time without kindling a fire, and with certain winds they never
light one. They do not smoke, nor do they scatter or empty
food-refuse on the beaches. Qf all this I am assured by one
who is perhaps the first white eye-witness of this winter-hunting, as he lived on the island through that of 1872-'73, and
could not be induced to repeat it.
The hunting by use of nets calls up the strange dissimilarity
existing now, as it has in all time past, between the practice of
the Atka and Attou Aleuts and that of those of Ounalashka and
the eastward, as given above. These people capture the seaotter in nets, from 16 to 18 feet long and 6 to 10 feet wide, with
coarse meshes, made nowadays of twine,' but formerly of
sinew.
On the kelp-beds these nets are spread out, and the natives
withdraw and watch. The otters come to sleep or rest on these
places, and get entangled in the meshes of the nets, seeming to
make little or no effort to escape, paralyzed as it were by fear,
and fall in this way easily into the hands of the trappers, who'
tell me that they have caught as many as six at one time in one
of these small nets, and frequently get three. They also watch
for surf-holes or caves in the bluffs, and, when one is found to
which a sea-otter is in the habit of resorting, they set this net
by spreading it over the entrance, and usually capture the animal.
No injury whate\er is done to these frail nets by the seaotters, strong animals as they are; only stray sea-lions destroy
them. The Atka people have never been known to hunt seaotters without nets, while the people of Ounalashka. and the
·eastward have never been known to use them. The salt-water
and kelp seem to act as a disinfectant to the net, so that the
smell of it does not repel or alarm the shy animal.

CHAPTER VI .
. TilE

CONDITION OF AFFAIRS ON THE
ISLANDS, PRYBILOV GROUP.

SEAL

TilE DISCOVERY OF 1'IIE ISLANDS.

When the Russians first came into the country, in 1760-'65,
the abundance of sea-otter skins and their immensely-greater
value than that of any others found, caused very little attention to be paid to the skins of fur-seals or those of other animals; but the great diminution of otter-skins toward the end
of 1777-'78 raise<l anew the question, often asked the natives
but in vain, as to where the fur-seal bred, such numbers of
them were seen ev.e ry year in the spring passing north and in
the autumn going south through the narrow channels, straits,
&c., between the Aleutian Islands. This regular ro.utine of
travel followed by these animals every year pointed to some
unknown breeding-ground in Bering Sea, and search was made
for it, resulting in the discovery of the group under discussion,
in 1786-'87, by Gehrman Prybilov, commanding a small schooner, and s~~ving one of the twenty-eight different trading-companics and traders then about the Aleutian Archipelago. The
islands were witl10nt population, or the traces even of human
habitation.
The island of Saint George was first discovered and named
after the little vessel commanded uyPrybilov,* and in the following year, July, 1787, the island of Saint Paul was noticed by
the men stationed at Saint George looming on the northwest
horizon, twenty-seven miles distant.
Prybilov endeavored to keep the discovery to him8elf, but in
less than · a month after his return to Ounalashka it was well
known. The competition there was so lively, that as many as
six companies established themselves at once on the Seal Islands,.
and a number of irregular visitors now and then appeared. The
rapacit,y and shiftlessness of their management is well described
by a Russian historian, from whom I have translated extracts
bearing upon this subject, and which will be· found in its proper
* Prybilov died at Sitka while in command of the ship "Three Saints,"
March, 1796.
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place. In 1799 the Russian American Company received the
monopoly of all Alaska, and it at once organized a ' colony of
"one hundred and thirty-seven souls" at Sitka and Ounalashka,
principally natives of the latter place, and planted the settlements which still exist on the islands, and after many years of
most fault.y management of the sealing business they came to
regard it with so good an eye to its preservation and perpetuation, that their rules and regulations in regard to these points
are still in force, no subsequent observation having suggested
an improvement on them until the date of the writer's arrival
<>n the islands, April, 1872.
Too much credit cannot be given to certain agents of the old
Russian company, and a countryman of ours, in 1868-'69,* who
have by their attention and action saved this most interesting
.and valuable exhibition of animal life from the wanton, improvident destruction which has been visited upon the great fur-seal
rookeries of the Southern Ocean.
The fact that the fur-seals frequent these islandR, and those
of Bering and Copper, on the Russian side: to the exclusion of
all other land, is at first a little singular; but when we come to
examine the subject we find that these animals, when they
come out to lie two or three months on the land, as they must
do by their habit during the bree<ling-season, require a cool,
moist atmosphere; also, :firm and dry land, or dry .rock, upon
:which to take their positions and remain for the season; if the
rookery-ground is hard and flat, puddles are formed, making a
slime, which very quickly takes the hair oft' the animals; hence
they carefully avoid any such landing. If they occupy a sandy
shore, the rain beats the sand into their large, sensitive eyes, and
into their fur, so that they are obliged from irritation to leave.
The Seal Islands now under discussion offer very remarkable
advantages for landing, especially Saint Paul, where the ground
of basaltic rock and of volcanic tufa or cement slopes up gradually from the sea, making a suitable resting-place for millions
of these intelligent animals, which lie out here two and th:ree
months every year in perfect peace and contentment.
There is no ground of this character offered elsewhere in the
country, on the Aleutians, on the mainland, or on Saint l\1atthew's, or Saint Lawrence; the latter islands were surveyed
during the past season to settle this question, and the notes
will be found in the appendix.
*H. M. Hutchinson.
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I. DESCRIPTION OF TITE ISLANDS.

The Prybilov group of fur-seal islands occupy the most isolated portion of any land in Bering Sea, the three nearest landpoints to them being nearly equidistant; Saint Matthew's
and Nunivok Islan<ls, Cape Newenham, on the mainland, and
·Ounalasbka Island, all about one hundred and eighty miles off;
and in this location ocean-currents from the great Pacific, to
the southward, warmer than the normal temperature of their
iatitude, ebb and flow around them on their way to the Arctic
. and elsewhere, and give rise in this way during the summer
months and early autumn to constant thick, humid fogs and
drizzling mists which bang in heavy banks over the islands
and sea, seldom breaking away to indicate a pleasant day.
By the middle or end of October, high, cold winds carry off
the moisture and clear up the air, and by the end of January
'Or early in !1"'ebruary, usually bring down from the north and
northwest great fields of broken ice, not very heavy or thick,
but still coYering the whole surface of the sea, shutting in the
land completely, and hushing the wonted roar of the surf for
a month or six weeks at a time. In exceptionally cold seasons,
for three and even four months the coast will be ice-bound; and
winters, on the other band, occur, like the last one, (1873-'74,)
in which not even the sight of an ice-floe was recorded, and '
there was very little sl{ating on the little lakes, but this is not
often the case. The breaking up of winter-weather usually
commences about the first week in April, the ice beginning to
leave or dissolve at that time or a little later, so that by the
1st or the 5th of 1\fay generally, the beaches and rocky seamargins are clear and free from ice and snow ; although snow
occasionally lies in gullies and leeward hill-slopes, where it has
drifted during the winter, until the end of July and middle of
August. Fog, damp, thick, and heavy, closes in about the end
of 1\fay, and this, the usual sign of summer, holds on stea<lily
until the middle or end of October.
The periods of change are exceedingly irregular in autumn
and spring, but in summer the uniformity of the weather, with
cool, moist, shady, gray fug, is constant, and to this certainty
of favorable climate, coupled with the perfect isolation and exceeding fitness oft!:le ground, is due, without doubt, the preference for it manifested by the warm-blooded animals which
come here every year, to the practical exclusion of all other
ground, in thousands and hundreds of thousands, to breed.
5 .A.L
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The climate of these islands bas receiYed careful attention,.
as will be seen by reference to the report of 1\fr. Charles P. Fish,
of the United States Signal-Servi<>e, to which reference may be
made for more detailed information upon the subject. I simply remark here that the winter of 187~-'73 was one of great
severity, and, according to the nati,Tes, such as is very seldom
experienced; but cold as it was, however, the lowest marking
by thermometer was but 120 Fahrenheit below zero, and that
for a few hours only during a day in February, while the mean
of the month was 180 abo\:e. The coldeRt month, March, gave
a mean of 120 above, while the mean of a usual winter is no
lower than 220 or 260; but the high north winds which I experienced. during that winter were blowing more than threefourths of the time, and made all outdoor exercise impracticable. On a <lay in lVIarcb, for example, its velocity was at the
rate of eighty-eight miles per hour, with as low a temperature
as -40! With a wind blowing but twenty or twenty-five miles
an hour, at a much higher temperature, as at 150 or 160 abo,·e
zero, it is necessary to be most thoroughly wrapped up to
guard against freezing, if any journey is to be made on foot.
There are here, virtually, but two seasons, winter and. summer.
To the former belong November and the following months up to
the end of April, with a mean of 200 to 2so, while the transition
to summer is but a slight elevation in temperature~ only 150 to
200; of the summer months July is perhaps the w::.rmest, usually
with a mean of 450 to 500 in ordinary seasons.
It is astonishing how rapidly snow melts here at a single
degree above freezing, and after several consecutive days in
April or May at 340 and 36o, grass begins to grow, even if it be
under melting drifts and the frost is many feet in depth under
it. In the appendix I have placed a table, compiled from the
report of Mr. Fish, above referred to, as interesting in showing the character of a very severe winter on the Seal Islands ...
The formation of these islands w~s recent, geologically speaking, and due to direct volcanic agency, which lifted them abrupt1y
though gradually from the sea-bed, building upon them below
the water's-level as they rose, and subsequently above, by spoutholes or craters, from which water-pucldl<>d breccia and volcanic ashes and tufa were thrown. Soon after the elevation
and deposition of the igneous matter, all volcanic action must
have ceased, though the clearly l>lown-out throat and smooth,
sharp-cut, funnel-like walls of a crater on Otter Island (one of
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the group, six m'iles soutll of Saiut Paul's) would Sfem to
indicate quite recent act.~on, and this is the only place nn the
Prybilov Islands where ~nything has been discharged fi.'om a
crater at so late a date.
Since the period of the upheaval of the group under discussion the sea has done much to modify and enlarge the most
importaTht island, Saint Paul's, while the others, Saint George
and Otter, being lifted abruptly above the power of water and
ice to carry and deposit sand, soil, and bowlders, are but little
changed.
SAINT P .A.UL's ISLAND is the largest and far the most important and valuable of the whole group. Upon my first arrival there
in April, 1872, I was surprised to find that no steps had been
taken to obtain an accurate or even approximately corre.c t idea
of the size and shape of it. I at once set to work upon it, and
give herewith as the result of this labor the first definite figures
as to its dimension and area, together with a map showing the
outline and topography, with special sketches of the area and
position of each fur-seal ''rookery" or breeding-ground.
The Reef Point of the island stands in latitude 570 8' north,
and west longitude 1700 12', being the most southerly land.
The island is in its greatest length, between northeast and
southwest points, 13 miles air-line, and in greatest width a
little less than six. It has a superficial area of about 33
square miles, or 21,120 acres, of diversified, rough, and rocky
uplands, small, rounded hills, which either set down boldly to the
sea, or fade into wet, mossy flats and dry drifting sand-dune
tracts. It has 42 miles of shore-line, 16~ of which are used
by the fur-seals en masse.
At the time 'o f its first upheaval above the sea it must
have presented the appearance of ten or twelYe little rockybluff islets or points, upon some of which were craters, vomiting breccia and cinders, but with little or no lava overflowing;
the plutonic power after this ceased to act, and the sea commenced the work of building on to the skeleton thus created,
and to-day so thorough and successful has it been in its labor
of sand-shiftiug, together with the aid of ice-floes, in their action of grinding, lifting, and shoving, that nearly all of the
scattered islets, within the present area of the island, are completely bound together by bars of sand and bowlders, which are
raised above the highest tides by winds that whirl the sand up
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as it drives out from the wash of Gnrf, and roeks lifted and
pushed up by ice-fields.
The sand which plays so important a part in the formation
of Saint Paul's Island, and which is almost entirely wanting on
and around the others in this group, is largely composed of Foraminifera, together with Dia.tomacea mixed in with the volcanic
base. It changes color like a chamelet)n as it pas8es from wet
to dry, being a rich steely-black at the surf-margin, then drying out to a soft purplish brown and gray, succeeding to tints
most delicate, of reddish and pale gray when warmed by the
sun and drifting with the wind. The sand-dune tracts on this
island are really attractive in the summer at certain times
when the weather is pleasant; the most luxuriant grass and a
variety of beautiful flowers exist in profusion on them .
.A.s these sand and bowlder bars were forming on Saint Paul's
Island, in making across from inlet to inlet, they inclosed small
collections of sea-water, thus giving rise to a number of lakes,
which nearly all become fresh; in them are no reptiles or fish,
but a great number of minute Rotijera sport about in all of
them whenever the water is examined; several water-plants
and algre flourish, especially so in the large lake, which is very
shallow.
The total absence of a harbor in the group is much to be re·
gretted. The village of Saint Paul, as will be seen by reference
to the map, is located so as to command the best landings that
can be made from vessels during the prevalence of any winds
other than southerly; from these there is no shelter for vessels,
unless they run around to the north side, where they are unable
to hold communication or to discharge. .A.t Saint George matters are still worse, for all northerly, westerly, and easterly
winds drive the shipping away from the village roadstead, and
weeks often pass at either island before a cargo is landed at its
destination. The approach to Saint Paul during thick weather
is very hazardous, for the land is mostly low, and does not loom
up like Saint George through the fog; there arc, besides, numerous reefs making out, which are not found around the other
island. Captain Baker carefully sounded out these localities
last summer, while waiting for us, and I have placed the result
of this valuable work on my chart, so that the next captain of
a revenue-vessel coming here will be able to feel his way in
with some degree of security.
SAINT GEORGE'S ISLAND is next in order of importance and
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size, and in regard to its size, shape, &c., I found the same
want of knowledge experienced at Saint Paul's; a survey, which
I immediately made on my firat arrival, June, 1873, gives to
the island a length of not quite ten and a half miles by four
and a quarter between points of the greatest width. It has an
area of about twenty-seven square miles; has twenty-nine
miles of coast-line, of wbich only two and a quarter are visited
by the fur-seals, and which is in fact aU the eligible landinggroun<l afforded them by the structure of the island, which
rises evr,rywhere else, save at the village-front, abruptly from
the water, which breaks boldly at the bases of the lofty clift's
all around. Nearly half of the shore-line of Saint Paul is a
sand-beach, while on Saint George there is less than a mile of
it all put together, viz, a few hundred yards in front of the
village, the same extent at thA Garden Cove, southeast side,
and less than half a mile at Zapadnie, on the south side. Several thousand sea-lions hold exclusive though shy possession of
half a mile of good landing on the east side.
"Tolstoi JJ[ees," or East Cape, lies in north latitude 5G 0 37'1",*
and the west end, or "IJalnoi JJJees," 56° 38' 3",* with west
longitudes of 1690 27'* and 1690 44'*, respectively, while the
village, on the north shore, is in 560 39' 16".6, 1690 19' 6".
On the north shore of the island, three miles west from the
village, a grand bluff wall of basalt and tufa intercalated rises
abruptly from the sea to a height of 920 feet at the reach of
greatest elevation, and runs clear around the island to Zapadnie, a distance of some ten miles, without affording a single
passage-way up from or down to the sea. Upon the innumerable ledges and in countless chinks and crannies millions of
water-fowl breed during the summer-montbs.
The general elevation of Saint George, while not great, is on
an average tbree times as great as that of Saint Paul, which is
quite low, and slopes gently to the sea east and north. But
Saint George rises abruptly, with exceptional spots for landing. The highest land on Saint George is 930 feet, and the
summit of the high bluffs before mentioned; that on Saint
Paul is Boga Slov llill, 600 feet. All elevations on either island
10 or 12 feet above sea-level are rough and hummocky, with
# These ol.>servations are taken from Russian authority, and are several
miles out of the way, but the only ones available. That of the village was
deterwiued by Lieutenant Maynard last summer, Jnly 10, and may be considc>r cd accurate.
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the exceptiou of the summits of a few· ciudcr-hills. Tl.te supply
of water is abundant and good. The .only liviug stream 'of
water on the Seal Islands is found on Saiu t George, a small
clear brook that empties into the Garden Cove; but the area
covered by fresh-water lakes on thi:s island is very much leRs
than that of Saint Paul.
Weathered out or wa:shed from the basalt and pockets of
olivine on the islands are aggregates of augite, seen most
abundant on the summit slopes of Alilucheyeh llill, Saint
George. Specimens from the stratified bands of old, friable~
gray lavas, so conspicuons on the bluffs of the north shore of
this island, show the existence of hornblende and vitreous feldspar in considerable quantity, wl.lile on the south shore, near
the Garden Cove, is a large dike of a bluish and greenish-gray
phonolitic rock, in which numerous small crystals of spinel are
found. A dike with well-defined walls of ol<l, close-grained
clay-colored lava is close by the village of Saint George, about
a quarter of a mile east from the landing, in the face of breccia
bluffs that rise from the sea. It is the only example of its kind
on these islan<ls.
The foun<lations of the islan<ls, all of them, are basalt, some
compact, grayish-white, but most of them exceedingly porous
and ferruginous; and upon this solid floor are many hills of
brown and red basaltic tufas, cinder-be!.tps, &c. "Poloviua
Sopka," the second point in elevation on Saint Paul's, (550 feet,)
is almost entirely. built up of red scorire and breccia. Tlw
bluffs at the shore, '' Polovina Point," show the hard basaltic
underpinning upon which the hill rests. The tufas on both
islands decompose and weather into fertile soil, which the
severe climate renders useless. There is not a trace of a granitic
or gneissic rock found in situ. Several metamorphic bowlders
have been collected, which were dropped upon the beaches by
ice-floes, brought down by the strong northwesters from the
Asiatic coast.
The black-brown tufa and breccia blnffs at the East Landing, Saint Paul's Island, rise abruptly from the sea there GO to
80 feet, with stratified horizontal bauds of a light-gra:r calcareous conglomerate or cement, in which are imbedded sundry
fossils characteristic of the Tertiary age, such as Gwrcliwn g-ramlandicum, decorntum, Astarte pectuncula, &c. This is the ouly
locality in the Pr,rbilov Islands wbere any p:lleontological eviuence of their age can be found.
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OTTER IsLAND ranks third in the group~ and lies six miles
south-soutlnvest from the" Reef Point" of Saint Paul's Island.
It is about a mile and a quarter in greatest length by less than
half a mile in extreme width. The east, south, and west shores
are bold and bluffy, not to be approached by men, and hardly
by seals, during rougll weather ; but the north shore, for most
of its extent, rises quite gradually from the surf; the beach is,
however, broken and rocky, with no sand. The highest point
is the summit of the bluffs on the west end, some 300 feet. A
small shallow lake lies near the north shore and landing; water
impure and uncertain.
On this island there is no breeding-ground occupied by the
fur-seals, but the non-breeding seals lie out here in large numbers off and on .during the season.
WALRUS ISLAND, fourth and last, is of little or no commercial importance, but a very interesting spot-a mere table-rock,
elevated but slightly above surf-wash, a quarter of a mile in
length and a hundred yards in width, and, like Otter Island,
has bold water all around, and, better still, entirely free from
reefs or sunken rocks. It lies six miles south-southeast from
northeast point of Saint Paul's. There is no fresh water
on it.
It is not resorteu to b,y the fur-seals, but several hundred
male walrus (Rosmarus) are found here most of the year, and a
few sea-lions breed there. On account of rough weather, fogs,
&c., the island is seldom visited by the natives of Saint Paul,
and then only during the egging-season, in June and July, when
the island is literally swarming with breeding water-fowl.
The opportunity afforded here of seeing the strange walrusherds to the very best advantage is not equaled by any other
place in the Territory. llere can also be plainly seen the move. ments and habits of myriads of nesting water-fowl.
Vegetation ou these islands, with the exception of the last
named, such as it is, is fresh and luxuriant during the growing
season of June and July and early August, but the beauty and
economic value of trees and shrubbery seem to be denied to
them by climatic conditionsj though I am strongly inclined to
believe that any of the hardy sh'rubs and trees indigenous at
Sitka and Kodiak would grO\y here if transplanted properly on
some of the southern hill-slopes most favored by soil, drainage,
and position for shelter; but they would never mature their
seed, owing to the want of sunligllt to ripen, so that reproduc-
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tion of their kind woul<l not follow. There are, however, ten
or twelve species of grasses growing in every variety, from
close, curly, compact tufts on the seal-grounds, to tall stalks,
standing in favorable seasons waist-high; the "wheat" of the
north, (Elymus,) together with over a hundred varieties of annuals, perennials, sphagnum, cryptogamic plants, &c., all flourishing in their respective positions, and covering nearly every
point upon which plants can grow with a living coat of the
greenest of all greens, as there is not sunlight enough to ripen
·any deep tinge of yellow into it-so green that it gives a deepblue tint to gray noonday shadows, contrasting pleasantly with
the varied russets, reds, yellows, awl grays of the lichen-covered rocks and the bronzed purple of the wild wheat on the
sand-dune tracts in autumn, and the innumerable blue, yellow,
pink, and white blossoms everywhere interspersed. Occasionally by looking closely into the thickest masses of verdure ou:r
common wild violet will be found. The floral display predominates greatly on Saint Paul, owing to the absence of the same
extent of warm sand-dune country on the other islands.
By the end of August and first week in September of normal
seasons, the small edible berries (Ernpetrmn nigrmn and Rubus
ehammrnorus) are ripe, which are found in considerable quantities, the former being small, watery, and black, about the size
of an English or black currant, and the other resembling an
unripe and partly-decayed raspberry. They are the only fruit
afforded by the islands, and are of course keenly relished by
the natives.
There are very few insects on the Seal Islands. A large
flesh-fly appears during the summer in a striking manner, and
settles upon the long grass-blades which flourish on the killinggrounds especially, settling by tens of millions, causing the
vegetation over the whole slaughtering-field and vicinity to
fairly droop to the earth as though beaten down by a tornado
of wind and rain. Our common house-fly is not present, and
those just mentioned never come into the dwellings unless by
accident. It does not annoy man or beast. There are no mosquitoes. A small gnat flits about, inoffensi \Te, taking shelter in
the grass.
Aside from the seal-life on the Prybilov Islands, there are no
indigenous mammalia with the exception of blue and white
foxes, and the lemming, (Myodes obensis,) which latter is restricted, singularly enough, to the iskmd of Saint George, where·
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it is exceedingly abundant. Its burrows and paths under and
among the grassy hummocks and mossy flats literally checker
every square rvd of land there covered with this vegetation ;
awl although Saint Paul's Island lies but twenty-nine miles to
the northwest, not a single one of these active, curious little
animals is found there.
' The foxes ( Vulpes lagop~ts) are also, of their kind, restricted
to these islands, not being found elsewhere, except stray examples, which get cast away on the ice at .Attou or Saint Matthew's, a~ find here among the countless chinks and crevices
in the basaltic formation comfortable holes for their accommodation and retreat, feeding fat upon sick and pup seals, waterfowl, and eggs during the summer, and living through the winter upon the bodies of seals left upon the breeding-grounds and.
the carcasses upon the killing-fields.
The islands are as yet free from rats, but mice haYe been
brought long ago in sllips' cargoes, an<l are a great pest in the
winter.
As might be inferred from their formation, these islands possess no mineral wealth of economic value whatever.
Stock cannot be profitably raised here; the proportion of
severe winter is too great, as from three, at least, to perhaps
&ix months of the year they would require feeding and watering, with good shelter. To furnish animals with hay and grain
is a costly matter, and the dampness of the growing or summer
season on both islands renders hay-curing impracticable.
Perhaps a few head of hardy Siberian cattle might pick up a
living through a rough winter on tbe north shore of Saint Paul
among the grassy sand-dunes there, with nothing more than
shelter and water given them, but t.he care of them would
hardly return expenses, as the winter-grazing ground would not
support any great number of animals, it being less than two
square miles in extent, and half of this area being unproductive.
I am strongly inclined to think that reindeer would make a
successful issue with any struggle here that they might have
for existence, and be the source of an excellent supply, sum me~
and winter, of fresh meat for the agents of the Government and
the company who may be living upon the islands. The Russians, as well as the present occupants of the place, were in the
habit of keeping, and still do keep, a few bead of cattle, and a
number of hogs antl chickens throughout winters for table use,
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but it is witlwut profit, except as a luxury. The natives take
their poultry into their houses, and relish their pork after the
hogs have fed fat upon seal-carrion, and therefore it is profitable
to them.
·
In the appendix will be found a detailed chapter upon the
ornithology of these islands, but the great exhibition of pinnipedia preponderates over every other form of animal life. Still
the spectacle of birds nesting and breeding, as they do on Saint
George's Island, to the number of millions, flecking the high
basaltic bluffs, (a shore-line of that character twent:. miles in
length,) black, brown, and white, as they perch or cling to the
cliffs in the labor of incubation, is a sight of exceeding interest
and constant novelty, affording the naturalist opportunity for
investigation into the most minute details of the reproduction
of these vast flocks of circum boreal water-fowl. Saint Paul's
Island, owing to the low character of its shore-line, a large portion of which is but slightly elevated above the sea and is
sandy, is not visited by such myriads of birds as are seen at
.Saint George; but tile small rock, Walrus Island, i::; fairly covered with sea-fowls, and the Otter Island bluff's are crowded to
their utmost. The variety in these millions of breeding-birds
is not great, since it consists of only ten or twelve names, and
the whole list belonging to the Prybilov Islands, stragglers
and migratory, contains but forty species. Conspicuous among
the last-named class is the robin, which was brought from the
mainland, evidently against its own will, by a storm or gale of
wind, as must also be the case with the solitary hawks and
owls occasionally noticed here.
After the dead silence of a long ice-bound winter, the
arrival in the spring of large, noisy flocks of "choochkies"
(Phaleris ·microceros) is most cheerful and interesting. These
~re bright, fearless little birds, with bodies generally plump and
fat, and come usually in chattering flocks by the 1st to the 5th of
May. They are caught by the people, to any number required,
in hand scoop-nets, as t.hey fly to and from their nests, made in
the cliffs and among bowlders. They are succeeded about the
20th July by large flocks of fat, red-legged turn-stones, likewise
edible, (Strepsilas intmpres,) which come in suddenly from the
west or north, where they have been breeding, and stop on the
islands for a month or six weeks, to feed fat upon the flesh-flies
and their eggs, which swarm over the killing-grounds; these
.handsome, red-legged birds go familiarly among the seals,
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chasing flies, gnats, &c. They are followed, as they leave in
September, by ~everal species of jacksnipe, (Fr·ingc~ and Oharadrius,) which, bowe:ver, <1epart by the en<1 of October and early
in November, and when winter fairly closes in upon the islands,
the loud roaring, incessant seal-<1in, together with the screams
and darkening fl.ight of innumerable water-fowl, are replaced
by absolute silence, marking out, as it were, in lines of sharp
and vivid contrast, summer's life and winter's death.
I have been unable to <1iscover a single representative of the
reptiles on the islands, and a smallliRt only of the fishes and molluscans rewarded the most careful search. The presence of such
great numbers of seals in the watPr about the islands during
five and six months of eYery j-ear renders all fishing abortive,
unless expeditious are made seven or eight miles, at least, from
the land, with the exception of halibut, which the nati,es capture \\ithin two or three miles of the reef-point and south
shore during July and August; but the weather is usually,
after this season, too stormy and cold for the fishermen to
\enture in their bidarkies during the fall or spring.
II.

THE NU1\1BERS OF FUR-SEALS WHICH ANNUALLY VISIT
TilE ISLANDS.

Until my arrival on the Seal Islands, April, 1 '72, no steps
had been taken toward ascertaining the extent or the importance of these interests of the Government by either the Treasury
agent in charge, or the agent of the company leasing the islands.
This was a matter of no especial concern to the hitter, but was
of the first importance to the Government. It had, however,
failed to obtain a definite knowledge upon the subject, on account
of the inaccurate mode of ascertaining the number of the seals
which bad been adopted by its agent, who relied upon an
assumption of the area of the breeding "rookeries," but who
never took the trouble to ascertain the area and position of
these great seal-grounds intrusted to his care.
After a careful study of the subject during two whole seasons,
and a thorough review of it during this season of 1874, in compfmy with my associate, Ideutenant Maynard, I propose to show
plainl,y and in sequence the steps which have led me to a solution of ~h 3 question as to the number of fur-seals on the Prybilov Island~, together with the determination of means by which
the agent of tbe Gove-rnment will be able to correctly report
upon tlw condition of the seal-life from year to J·ear.
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At the close of my investigation for tile season of 1872, tll~
fact became evident that the breeding-seals obeyed implicitly
a fine, instinctive law of distribution, so that the breeding-ground
occupied by them was always covered by sf'als in an exact ratio,
greater or less, to the area to be held; that they always covered
the ground evenly, never crowding in at one place and scattering at another; that the seals lay just as thickly together where
the rookery was a small one of only a few thousand, as at
Naspeel, near the \illage, as they did where a million of them
came together, as at Northeast Point.
This fact being determined, His at once plain that just as the
breeding-gmunds of the fur-seal on these islands expaJUl or contract
in area frmn their present dimensions, so the seals will have increctsed or diminished.
Impressed, therefore, with the necessity and the importance of
obtaining the exact area and position of these breeding-grounds,
I surveyed them in 1872-'73 for that purpose, and resurveyed
them this season of 1874; the result has been carefully drawn
and plotted out, as presented in the accompanying maps.
The time for taking tbese boundaries of the rookerfes is
during the week of their gr. atest expansion, or when they are
as full as they are to be for tbe season, and before the regular
system of cortttpact, even organization breaks 'Ltp, the seals then
scattering out in pods or clusters, straying far back, the same
number covering then twice as much ground in places as they
did before, whf'n marshaled on the rookery-ground proper;
the breeding-seals remain on the rookery perfectly quiet and
en masse for a week or ten days during the period. of greatest
expansion, which is between the lOth and 20th of July, giving
ample time for the agent to correctly note the exact boundaries
of the area covered by them; this step on the part of the Government officer puts him in possession every year of exact data
upon which to base a report as to the condition of the seal-life,
as compared with the year or years previous. In this way my
record of the precise area and position of the fur-seal breedinggrounds on Saint ·Paul's Island in the season of 1872, and that
of Saint George in the season of 1873, correctly serves as a
definite basis for all time to come upon which to found authoritative reports from year to year as to any change, increase, or
diminution of the seal-life. It is, therefore, very important that
the Government Hhould have an agent in charge of these novel
and ,-aluable interests who is CHpalJle, by Yirtuc of edncation
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and energy, to correctly observe and report the area and position of the rookeries year by year.
With a knowledge of the superficial area of these breedinggrounds, the way is opened to a very interesting calculation
as to the number of the fur-seals upon them. For an estimate
based apparently upon good foundations, the following is the
plan by which I have been guided:
When the adult males and females (fifteen of the latter to
every one of the former) all arrive upon the rookery, I think a
.space a little less than two feet square to each female is a large
one for that required by each animal, in obedience to its habit,
and may safely be said to be under the mark; now, every female
or "cow" on its two feet square doubles herself, that is, brings
forth her young, and in a few days, or about a week after its
birth, she visits the water, and is not one-quarter of the time
on land again during the season. In this way it is clear that
the female seals almost double their number on the rookerygrounds without causing the expansion of the same beyond the
limits that would be required by the adults alone; for every
100,000 breeding-seals will be found to consist of more than
85,000 females and less than 15,000 males, and in a few weeks
after the landing of the females, they will show about 180,000
males, females, and young, on the same area of ground occupied previous to the birth of the " pups.''
Now the males, being treble and quadruple the size of the
females, require about four feet square for their use on this
same ground, but as they are less than one-fifteenth the number
of the females, they therefore occupy only one-eighth of the
breeding-ground of the 100,000 supposed, and this surplus area
of the males is more than balanced by the 15,000 to 20,000 ·
virgin females which come on to this breeding-ground for the first
time to meet the males; they come, rest a few days or a week, and
retire, leaving no young to show their presence on the island.
Taking aU these points into consideration, I quite safely calculate upon two square feet to every animal, big and little, on the
breeding-grounds. Without following this system of computation, a person may look over these swarming myriads of seals,
guessing vaguely and wildly at any number, from one million
up to six or seven.
Below are the figures made from my survey of the area and
position of the breeding-grounds of the fur-seal on Saint Paul's

78

ALASKA.

Island, July 10-18, 18i2. It is the first survey ever made on the
island:
Seals-J

~ 0

'' Novastoshnah," or Northeast Point, has 15,840
feet of sea-margin, with 150 feet of average depth,
making ground for . _.. _.. _... _... ___ . . . . . . . . . . 1, 200, 000
"Polavina" Rookery has 4,000 feet of sea-margin,
with 150 feet of average depth, making ground
for ....... - ...............•.. _..... w. • • • • • • • • •
300, 000 .
"Lukannon '' Rookery has 2,270 feet of sea-margin,
with 150 feet of average depth, making ground for.
170, 000
"Keetavie" Rookery has 2,200 feet of sea-margin,
with 150 feet of ayerage depth, making ground
for .•..•...........•..... __ . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 165, 000
" Reef" Rookery has 4,016 feet of sea-margin, with
150 feet of average depth, making ground for....
301, 000
'' Garbutch" Rookery has · 3,660 feet of sea-margin,
with 100 feet of average depth, making ground for.
183,000
"Nahspeel" or Village Rookery has 400 feet of seamargin, with 40 feet average depth, making ground
for .•............ ~ ........• . ......•.... .. .. _. . .
8, 000
" Lagoon" Rookery has 750 feet of sea-margin, with
100 feet of ayerage depth, making ground for-...
37,000
" Tolstoi" Rookery has 3, 000 feet of sea-margin,
with 150 feet of average depth, making ground
for ............... _....... _.............. _. . . . .
225, 000
"Zapadnie" Rookery has 5,880 feet of sea-margin,
with 150 feet of average depth, making ground
for . . . . . . . . . . . . . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .
441, 000
A grand total for -Saint Paul's Island of males,
females, aml young, of. __ ... ___ .......... 3, 030, 250
The breeding-grounds on Saint George's Island, surveyed July
12-15, 1873, ga,-e tile following figures; also the first survey
ever made here :
"'Eastern" Rookery bas 900 feet of sea-margin, with
60 feet of average depth, making ground for . . . .
25, 000
"Little Eastern" Rookery has 750 feet of sea-margin, witll. 40 feet of average deptll, making ground
for ........ __ . _........ _........... _.... ~ .. _. .
13, 000
'' North" Rookery has 2,000 feet of sea-margin, with
25 feet of average deptu, makiug groucd for ....
25,000
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"North'' Hookery has 750 feet of sea-margin, with
150 feet of average depth, making ground for ....
"Starry Ateel" Rookery has 500 feet of sea-margin,
with 125 feet of average uepth, making ground
for ... - ... ___ . . . . . . . __ . . . . . . . . . _. _. . . . . . . _. _
"Zapadnie" Hookery bas 600 feet of sea-margin,
witll GO feet of average depth, making grounu for.

18,000

A grand total for Saint George's Islarid of
males, females, and young, of ..... -.. _....

163, 420.

52,000

30,420

These figures show a grand total of 3,193,670 breeding-seals
and their young, and this aggregate -is entirely exclusive of the
great numbers of the non-breeding seals, which are never permitted to come upon the same ground with the females by the
males in charge. This class of seals, to which the killing is confined, come up on the land and sea-beach between the rookeries,
going to and from the sea at irregular intervals during the season. It bas no systematic, definite method, like the breeuingclass, of filling up to certain bounds and keeping so for several
weeks at a time, and is, therefore, beyond reach for ground
upon which to found calculation, and I can only give an estimate based upon my close obsen·-ation with especial reference
to this subject, and this is my conclusion:
The non-bTeeding seals, consisting of all the yearlings and all
the males under six or seven J·ears; seem nearly equal in number
to the breeding-seals, and I put them down at 1,500,000 as a
fair estimate, and make the sum of the seal-life on the Prybilov
Islands over four m·i llion seven hundred thousand.
·
·The seals after leaving these islands in the autumn and early
winter do not visit land again until the time of return, next
April, l\Iay, and June, to the grounds here, or those of the Russian " Copper" and " Bering" Islands. They spread themselves
out over the vast North Pacific, following schools of fish, or fre!Quenting shoals and banks where an abundance of fishy food is
found. Tlley can sleep with the greatest comfort and soundness on the surface of the water, and in this state they are often
surprised by the natives of the northwest coast, all the way up
and down, from the Columbia River to Bering Sea. On the
killing-grounds at Saint George, June, 1873, the natives would
frequently call my attention to seals that they were skinning,
in which buck-shot were imbedded and encysted just under the
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hide in the blubber. From one animal fifteen shot were taken,
and the holes which they must have made in the skin weriJ
entirely healed so as not to leave a scar. These bullets were
undoubtedly received from the n'atives of the northwest coast,
anywhere between the Straits of Fuca and the Aleutian
Islands, used by them in attempting the capture of the animals
some season or seasons previously. A. small number of seals,
not definitely known, however, are taken by the Indians every
year along the coasts above mentioned, who surprise them
while soundly asleep in the water, either by shooting or spearing. The number taken in this way every year will not average
-5,000; some seasons more, some seasons less.
That these animals are preyed upon extensively by killerwhales, (Orca gladiator,) sharks, and other foes now unknown,
is at once evident; for were they not held in check by some
su0h cause, they would quickly multiply to so great an extent
that Bering Sea itself could not contain them, and the present
.annual killing of one hundred thousand out of a yearly surplus
of over a million males does not, in an appreciable degree, diminish the seal-life, or interfere in the slightest with its regular
perpetuation on the breeding-grounds every year. We may
properly look upon this number of four and :five millions of furseals, as we see them here every year on these islands, as the
maximum limit of increase assigned by natural laws. I think
I make this clear in my chapter upon the habits of these valuable and interesting animals, without ~knowledge of which it
is not possible for any one to fully appreciate the truth of these
generalizations. Before, however, the subject of the possible
increase or diminution of the seal-life is taken up for discussion,
it is best to consider the- ·
'
III. MANNER

I~

WHICH TilE SEALS ARE ANNUALLY 1'AKEN.

Taking the seals.-By reference to the habits of the furseal, it is plain that two-thirds of all the males that are born
(and they are equal in number to the females born) are never
permitted by the remaining third, strongest by natural selection, to land upon the same ground with the females, which
always herd together en masse. Therefore, this great band of
bachelor seals, or "holluschickie," is compelled, when it visits
land, to live apart entirely, miles away frequently, from the
breeding-grounds, and in this admirably perfect .manner of nature are those seals which can be properly killed without injury
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to tlw rookeries selected and held aside, so that the natives can
Yisit and take them as they would so many bogs, without disturbing in the slightest degree the peace and quiet of the breeding-grounds where the stock is perpetuated.
The manner in which the natives capture and drive the holluschickie up from the bauling-ground~S to tile slaughteringfields near the villages and elsewhere, cannot be improved upon,
and is most satisfactory.
In the early part of the season large bodies of the young
bachelor seals do not haul up on land very far from the "ater,
a few rods at the most, and the men are obliged to approach
slyly and run quickly between the dozing seals and tile surf,
before they take alarm and bolt into the sea, and in this way a
dozen Aleuts, running <1own the long sand-beach of English
Bay, some <1riving-morning early iu June, will turn back from
the water thousands of seals, just as tile mold-board of a
plow lays over and back a furrow of earth. As the sleeping
seals are first startled t.iley aris~, and seeing men between them
and the water, immediately turn, lope and scramble rapidly
back over the land; the natives tlJen leisurely walk on the
flanks and in the rear of the drove thus secured, and di 'ect
and drive them over to the killing-grounds.
A drove of seals on bard or firm grassy grorind, in cool and
moist weather, may with safety be driv~n at the rate of llalf a
mile an hour; they can be urged along with the expenditure of
a great many lives in the drove, at the speed of a mile or a mile
aml a quarter even per hour, but this is lligh1y injudicious and
js seldom ever <lone. A bull-seal, fat and unwieldy, cannot
travel with the younger ones, but it can lope or gallop as it
were over the ground as fast as an ordinary man can run for a
hundred yards, but then it falls to the earth supine, utterly exhausted, bot and gasping for breath.
TlJe seals, when driven thus to the killing;gronnds, require
but little urging; they are permitted to frequently halt and
cool off, as heating them injures their fur; they never show
fight any ruore than a flock of sheep would. do, unless a few old
seals are mixed in, which usually get so weary that they prefet'
to come to a stand-still and fight rather than to move; tlJis
action on their part is of great advantage to all parties concerned, and the old fellows are always permitted to drop behind
and remain, for the fur on them is of little or no value, the
pelage very much shorter, coarser, and more scant t,han in tlJe
6 AL
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younger, especially so on the parts posteriorly. This change in
the condition of the fur seems to set in at the time of their
shedding, in tb~ fifth year as a rule.
As the drove progresses the seals all move in about the same
way, a kind of a walking-step and a sliding, shambling gallop,
and the progression of the whole body is a succession of starts,
made every fP-w minutes, spasmodic and irregular. Every now
and tllen a seal will get weak in the lumbar region, and drag
his posterior after it for a short distance, but finally drops
breathless and exhausted, not to revive for hours, days perhaps, anu often never. Quite a large number of the weaker
ones, on the driest driving-days, are thus laid out and left on
the road; if one is not too much heated at the time, the native
driver usually taps tile beast over the head anu removes its
skin. This will happen, no matter bow carefully they are
driven, and the death-loss is quite large, as much as 3 or 4
per cent. on the longer drives, such as three and four miles,
from Zapadnie or Polavina to the village on Saint Paul's, and
I feel satisfied that a considerable number of those rejected
from tile drove and permitted to return to tbe water die subsequently from internal injuries sustained on the drive from
oYerexertion. I therefore think it improper to extend drives
of seals over a1iy distance exceeding a mile or a mile and a
half. It is better for all parties concerned to erect salt-houses
and establish killing-grounds adjacent to all of the great hauling-grounds on Saint Paul's Island should the business ever be
developed abo\e the present limit. As matters now are, the
ninety thousand seals belonging to the quota of Saint Paul
last summer were taken and skinned in less than forty days
within one mile from either tlie Yillage, or salt-house on .Northeast Point.
Killing the seals.-The seals when brought up to the killing-grounds are herded there until cool and rested; then
squads or "pods" of fifty to two hundred are driven out from
the body of the drove, surrounded and huddled up one against.
and over the other, by the natives, who carry each a long,
heavy club of bard wood, with which they strike the seals down
by blows upon the head; a . single stroke of a Ileavy oak
bludgeon, well and fairly delivered, will crush in at once the
sligJ:,tt, thin bones of a seal's skull, laying the creature out lifeless; these strokes are usually repeated several times with
each animal, but are very quickly done.
·
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The killing-gan_g, consisting usually of fifteen or twenty
men at a time, are under the superdsion of a chief of their
own selection, and haYe, before going into action, a common
understanding as to what grades to kill, sparing the others
which are unfit, under age, &c., permitting them to escape and
return to the water as soon as the marked ones are knocked
down; the natives then drag the slain ont from the heap in
which they have fallen, and spread the bodies out over tho
ground just free from touching one another so that they will
not be hastened in '' hPating;' or blasting, :finishing the work or•
death by thrusting into tlle chest of each stunned aud senseless seal a long, sharp knife, wllich touches the vitals and
bleeds it thoroughly; and if a cool day, arrother "pod" is started
out and disposed of in the same way, and so on until a thousand or two are laid. out, or the drove is finished; then they
turn to and skin ; but if it is a warm day, every "pod '7 is
skinned as soon as it is knocked down.
This work of killing as well as skinning is performed very
rapidly; for example, forty-:fi,-e men or natives on Saint Paul's
dr1ring June and July, 1872, in less than four working-weeks
drove, killed, skinned, and salted the pelts of 72,000 seals.
Tlle labor of skinning is exceedingly severe, and is trying to
an expert, requiring long practice before the muscles of the
back and thighs are so deYeloped as to permit a man to bend
down to and finish well a fair daj·'s work.
The bc<ly of the seal, preparatory to skinning, is rolled over
or put upon its back, and the native makes a single swift cut
through the skin down along the neck, chest, and belly, from
the lower jaw to tlle root of the tail, using for this purpose a
large, sbal'p kuife. '.rhe fore and hind flippers are then successively li1ted, and a sweeping circular incision is made through
the skin on them just at the point wllere the body-fur ends;
then, seizing a flap of the hide on either one side or the other of
the abdomen, the man proceeds to rapidly cut the skin clean
and free fro:n the body and blubber, which he rolls over and
out from the skin by llauling up on it as he advances with his
work, standing all the time stooping over the carcass so that
his llauds are but slightly above it or the ground. This operation ot ~kinuiug a fair-sized seal takes the best men only a minute aml a half, but the average time on the ground is about
four miuutes.
Nothiug is left of the skin upon the carcass saye a small
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patch of each upper lip~ on which tile coarse mustacile grows,
the skin on the tip of the lower jaw, tile insignificant tail, together with the bare Ilide of tile flippers.
The blubuer of the fur-seal is of a faint yello\Yish white, and
lies eutirely lJetween tile skin and tile flesh, llOI.lC lJeing depOSited in between the muscle'. Around the small and large intestines a moderate quantity of hard, firm fat is found. The b~ub
ber possesses an extremely oft'ensi ,-e, sickening odor, difficult to
wash from tbe hands. It makes, howeYer, a \ery fair oil for
!ubricating, burning: &c.
The flesl.J. of the fnr-seal, when carefully cleaned from fnl or
blubber, can be cooked, and by must people eaten, who, did
they not know "·hat it was, might consider it some poor, tough,
dry beef, rather dark iu color and overdone. That of the pup,
however, while on the land and milk-fed, i:s tenuer and juicy but
insipid.
The skins are taken from the fif'ld to the salt-house, where
they are laid out open, one upon another, " hair to fut,' 1 like so
many sileets of paper, witil salt profusely spread npon the
fleshy sides, in "kenches ~' or bins. After lyiug a \Yeek or tvw
salted in this st_yle they arc ready for uundliug anti sllipping,
two skins to the bundle, the fur outside, tightly rolled up aud
strongly corded, having an aYerage weight of tweh·c·, :fifteen,
and twenty-two pounds when matle up of t\ro, three, antl four
year old ski us respecti\~ely.
The company leasiug the· i:)lands are permitted. by bw to
take one Ilundred tbousanu, and no more, annually; this they
do in .June and July; after that season the skins rapidly grow
worthless by shedding, and do not pay for transportation and
tax. The natives are paid forty ceuts· a skin for the catch, aud
keep a close account of the progress of the work every day, as
it is all done by them, and they know within fifty skins, one
way or the other, when the whole number have been secured
each season. This is the only occupation of some three hundred and. tlfty people here, and they naturally look well after
it. The interest and close attention paid by these Aleuts on
both islands to this business ,,·as both gratif,Ying and instructh·e to me w bile stationed there.
T1Je common or popular notion regarding seal-skins is that
they are worn by those animals just as they appear when offered
for sale. This is a very great mistake; few skins are less attractive than the seal-skin as it is taken from the creature.
The fur is not visible, concealed entirely by a coat of stiff over-
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hair, dull gray, brown, and grizzled. The best of these raw
skins are worth only $.3 to $10, but after dressing tlwy bring
from $25 to $40; and it takes three of them to make a lady's
sack and boa. In order that it may be apparent that there
is reason for this great advance in price over the raw quotation, I take great pleasure in submitting a description of the
process, kindly furnished me by a leading furrier practically
and skillfully conversant with the subject, probal:>ly the only
person in the country long familiar with it. His communication
is as follows :
"ALBANY, October 22, 187 4.
"SIR: The Alaska Commercial Company sold in London, December, 1873, about sixty thousand skins taken from the islands
leased by our Government of the catch of 1873. The remainder of the catch, about forty thousand, were sold in ~iarch.
This company have made the collection of seal from these
islanus much more VHluable than they were before their lease,
by the care used by them in curing the skins, and taking them
only ~:hen in season. \Ve have worked this class of seal for
several years-when they were owned by the Russian Ameri~
can Fur Company, and during the first year they were owned
by our Government.
"When the skins are received by . u~.s jn the salt, we wash off
the salt, placing them upon a beam somewh3t like a tanner's
beam, removing the fat from the flesh-side with a beamingknife, care being required that ~o cuts or uneven places are
made in the pelt. Tlle skin8 are next washed in water and
placed upon the beam with the fur up, and the grease and
water removed by the knife. The skins are then dried by moderate heat, being tacked out on frames to keep them smooth.
After being fully dried, they are soaked in water and thoroughly
cleansed with soap and water. In some cases they can be unhaired without this drying-process, and cleansed before drying.
After the cleansing-process they pass to the picker, who dries
the fur by stove-heat, the pelt being kept moist. When the
fur is dry he places the skin on a beam, and while it is warm
he remo,es the main coat of hair with a <lull shoe-knife, grasping the hair with his thumb and knife, the thumb being protected by a rubber cob. Tue hair must be pulled out, not
broken. After a portion is removed the skin must be again
warmed at the stove, the pelt being kept moist. When the
outer hairs have been mostly removed, he uses a beamingknife to work out tlle finer hairs, (which are shorter,) and the
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remammg coarser hairs. It will be seen that great care must
be used, as the skin is in that soft state that too much pressure
of the knife would take the fur also; indeed, bare spots are
made; carelessly-cured skins are sometimes worthless on this
account. The skin are next dried, afterward dampened on the
pelt side, and sl.mved to a fine, even surface. They are then
stretched, worked, and dried ; afterward softened in a fullingmill, or by treading them with the bare feet in a hogshead, one
head being removed and the cask placed neal'ly upright, into
which the workman gets with a few skins and some flue, hard. wood sawdust, to absorb the grease while be dances upon them
to break them into leather. If the skins have been shaved
thin, as required when finished, any defective spots or holes
must now be mended, the skin smoothed and pasted with paper
on the pelt-side, or two pasted together to protect the pelt in
dyeing. The usual process in the United States is to leave the
pelt sufficiently thick to protect them witlwut pasting.
"In dyeing, the liquid dye is put 011 with a brush, carefully
covering the points of the standing fur. After lying- folded,
with the points touching each other, for some little time, the
skins are hung up and dried. The dry dye is then removed,
another coat applied, dried, and removed, and so on until the
req uil'ed shade is obtained. One or two of these coats of dye are
put 011 much heaYier and pressed do.wn to the roots of the fur,
making what is called the ground. From eight to twelve coats
are required to produce a good color. The skins are then
washed clean, the fur dried, the pelt moist. They arc shaved
down to the required thickness, dried, working them some
wbile drying, then softened in a hogshead, and sometimes run
in a revolving-cylinder with fine sawdust to clean them. The
English process does not have the washing after dyeing.
"I should perhaps say that, with all the care used, many skins
are greatly injured in the working. Quite a quantity of English dyed Real were sold last season for $17, damaged in the
dye.
" The above is a general process, but we are obliged to vary
for different skins; those from various parts of the world
require different treatment, and there is quite a difference in
the skins from the Seal Islands of our country-! sometimes
think about as much as in the human race.
''Yours, with respect,
"GEO. 0. TREADWELL & CO.
"II. "\V. ELLTOT'r, E~fJ."
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From tilis subject of tile mann~r In which the sealing-business is conducted on tile islands and elsewhere, we naturally
turn to tileIV. PRESENT CONDITION Oli' TilE SEA.L-LIFE AND ITS VALUE.

A question frequently asked in regard to tilese islands is
thig: "At tile present rate of killing the seals, it will not lle long

before tiley are exterminated; how much longer will they
last 1" TIJe answer is, that as long as matters are conducted
on the Seal Islands as they now are, one hundred thousand
male seals, under the age of five years and over one, may be
safely taken every year without the sligbtest injury to the regular birtb-rate or natural increase, provided the animals are not
visited by any plague or pestilence, or any sucb abnormal cause
for their destruction, beyond tbe control of man, and to wlJieh,
like any other great body of animal life, tbey must m·er be subject.
From my calculations already given it will be seen that a
million '"pups," or young seals, are born upon these islands e\ery
year. Of this million, one-half are males. These 500,000 young
males le::w·e the islands for sea, when they are between fi\-e and
six mouths old, very fat and hearty, having suffered l>ut a trifling loss in number (about 1 per cent.) wliile on and about the
islands, allout which there are no enemies whatever; but after
they get well clown into tlie Pacific in quest of food, they form
the most helpless of their kind to resist or elude sharks,
killers, &c., and tlley are so diminished in number bJ- tbese
natural enemies, that wllen theJ· return to tbe Prybilov Islands
in the following year, J nly, tbey will not prescu t more tban onehalf of the number 'Yith which they left the ground of
their birth the previous season; that is, 250,000. By this time
these survivors of last year's birtb have become strong, active
.swimmers, and when they leave again, as before, in the fall,
they are as able as any otllers of their older classes to take
care of themseh•es, and at least 225,000 of them safely return.
in the second season after birth, and are very slightly diminished
after that during their natural lives of fifteen to twenty years
each ; and the same will hold good with the females.
Now, the number of bulls required for the annual stock of
225,000 virgin cows, to be saved for this service every year, is by
their law and habit only one-fifteenth o.f the number of cows, as
on all the breeding-grounds one male will have on an avera.ge
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fifteen cows; but to make sure that we save two-year-old bulls
enougll every season, w~ w1n more than double this proportion
and set aside one-fifth of the young males in question, and ·that
will leave 180,000 seals in good condition that can be safely
killed every year without the slightest injury to the perpetuation of the stock itself.
In the above showing I have put the largest estimate upon
the loss sustained at sea by the youngest seals, too large I am
morally certain, but I wish to place the matter in the very
worst light in which it can be put, and to give the seals the
full benefit of every uoubt.
With regard to tlie increq,se of the seal-life, I uo not think it
within the power of human management to promote this end
to tile slightest appreciable degree beyond its present extent
and condition in a state of nature; for it cannot fail to be e'Tident, from my detailed description of the habits and life of the
fur-seal on these islanus during a great part of the year, that
could man llave th~ same supervision aud control on'.r this
animal during the whole season which he has at his command
wllile tlley visit the land, he might cause them to multiply and
increase, as he woul<l so many cattle, to an inuefinite number,
only limited by time and means; but the case in question, unfortunately, takes the fur-seal six mouths out of every year far
beyond the reach, or even cognizance, of any one, where it is
exposed to known powerful and destructi \e natural enemies,
and many others probably unknown, which prey upon it, and,
in accordance with a well-recognized law of nature, keep it at
about a certain number which has been for ages, and will be
for the future, as affairs now are, its maximum limit of increase. This law holds good everywhere throughout the animal
kingdom, regulating and preserving t.he equilibrium of life in a
state of nature. Did it not hold good, these Seal Islands and
all Bering Sea would ha\Te been literally covered, and llave
swarmed with them long before the Russians discovered them;.
but there were no more seals when first seen here by human
eyes in 178G-'87 than there are now, in 1874, as far as all evidence goes.
With reference to the amount of ground covered by the seals
when first discovered by the Russians, I have examined every
foot of the shore-line of both islands, where the bones, &c ..,
might be lying on any deset'ted ground since then, and, after
carefully surveying the new ground now occupied by the seals,
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and comparing this area with that which they have deserted,
I feel justified in stating tllat, for the last twelve or fifteen
years at least, the fur-.seals on these islands have not diminished,
nor have they increased as a body to any noteworthy degree;
and during all this time the breeding-grounds ha"'\e never been
disturbed, and they have been living in a perfectly quiet and
natural condition. Without some natural check upon this life,
with a million of young born every year, during the last ten at
least, the annual taking of a hundred thousand males would
not in the slightest degree retard the increase which would set
in at once were it not for this check aforesaid.
\Yhat can be done to promote their increase~ We cannot
cause a greater number of females to be born every year; we
do not touch or disturb these females as they grow up and live,
and we save more than enough males to sen·e them. Nothing
more can be done, for it is impossible to protect t4em from
deadly enemies in their wanderings for food~
Tllis great body of four and fi'\'e millions of heart.y, active
animals must consume an enormous amount of food every year.
· They can pot average less than five pounds of fish each per
diem, (tllis is not half enough for an adult male,) which gives
the consumption of over three rnillion tons of fish every year!
To get this immense food-supply the seals are compelled to
disperse over a Yery large area of the North Pacific and fish.
This brings them into contact more and more with their enemies
as they advance south, until they reach a point where their
annual destruction from natural foes is equal to their increase,
and at this point their number will remain fixed. About the
Seal Islancl~:~ I have failed to notice the least disturbance amon;
these animals by anything in the water or out, and from my
observation I am led to believe that it is not until they descend
well to tlle south in the North Pacific that they meet with
sharks and voracious killer-whales.*
In .view, therefore, of all tllese facts, I have no hesitation in
saying quite cou:fidently that, under the present rules and regulations goveruing the sealing interests on these islands, the increase or diminution of the life will amount to nothing; that
the seals will continue for all time in about the same nurn ber
and contlitlon.
To test this theory of mine, I have put the Government in
*"In the stomach of one of these animals (year before last) fom·teen smaU.
harp-seals were fonnu."-MichaGl Carroll's R eport, Canadian Fisheries, 1872.
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possession of data which will serve as a correct guide from year
to year.
As tile seals come to land boldly first and last, and are not wild
or wary, the breeding-grounds may and slwul<l. be inspected
throughout, every few days, by the agent in charge, from the
time of the early arrivals iu l\Iay until tile period of general
departure in the autumn, in order tlJat he may map down and
fix in black and white tlJe precise boundaries assumed by the
breeding-seals for the season, giving the result at the close of
his labors of an accurate survey of the area and position of tlJe
ground covered during tlJe season by the cows, bulls, aml pups
on the rookeries, so that lte can at once detect ally change that
may and is likely to oecur iu their hauling aml11umbers for tlJe
next season.
TlJis is the only way in which an agent of tlte Goverument
can correctly report, year after year, as to the condition of the
seal-life on these grounds, detecting any increase or diminution
<>f the same as season succeeds season. Tllis is a step imperatively necessary for a Government agent to take, and oltould
uot be neglected.
During the first week of inspection some of those arridng
earliest will frequently take flight to the water when approached,
but these runaways soon return. By the end of May, however,
they will hardly move to the right or left when yon attempt
to pass through them. At this time, about two weeks before
the females begin to come in a body, they become entirely
indifferent to man or anything else save their own ki.nd, and. so
continue the rest of the season.
The seals upon the rookeries and hauling-grounds are not
affected. by the smell of blood and carrion arising from the
killing-grounds or from the stench of blubber-fires wlJich
burn in tlle native villages. 'l'his trait is well illustrated by
the attitude of the two rookeries near the village of Saint Paul's.
The breeding-ground on the spit at the head of the lagoon is
not more than forty yards from the great killing-grounds, being
separated only from the seventy or eighty thousand rotting
carcasses by a slough less than ten yards ·wide. The seals can
smell the blood and carrion upon tbis field from near the time
they land in the spring until they leave in the autumn; while
the general southerly summer-winds waft to them tlle odor and
.sounds of a native village not oYer two hundred rods south of
them. All this has no effect upon the seals, for the rookery, as
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the natives declare, has been slightly but steadily increasing.
The seals m~erywbere on the breeding-grounds will become
speedily habituated to close observation when it is quiet and
undemonstrative, and take little notice of the approach of the
observer.
The seals will be found to change a little every year from
rookery to rookery, but the aggregate number will be steadily
about the same. The condition of the seal-life this season of
1874 compares very fa,·orably with that of 1872, as will be seen
from extracts from my notes taken on the ground :
"NORTHEAST POINT, July 18, 1874.
"Quite a strip of ground near 'Yebster's bouse bas been
deserted this sea on, but a small expansion is observed on
Sea Lion Hill. Tlw rest of the ground is as mapped in 1872,
with no noteworthy increase in any direction. The condition of
the animals and their young, excellent; small irregularities in
the· massing of the families due to rain; sea-lions about the
.same; none on the west shore of the point."
"The aggregate of life on this great rookery is about the
.same as in 187~, the 'holluschickie,' or kill able seals, hauling as
well and as numerously as before. The proportions of the different ages among them, of two, three, and four year ol<.ls, pretty
well represented."
·
" POLAVINA, July 18, 187 4.
" Stands as it did in 1872 ; breeding and hauling grounds in
excellent conuition; the latter, on Upper Poladna, are changing
down upon Polavina sand-beach, treuding for three miles toward Northeast Point. The numbers of the 'holluscllickie'
.on this ground of Polavina, where they have not been disturb~d
now for some five years to mention in the way of taking, do
not seem to be any greater than they are on the hauling-grounds
adjacent to Northeast Point and the village, from which they
are driven almost every day during this season of killing."
"LUKANNON AND KE1'AVIE, July 19, 1874.
'' Xot materially changed in any respect from its condition at
this time in 1872."
"GoRBOTCH, July 1D, 1874.
"Just the same. Condition excellent."
"REEF, July lD, 1874.
"A slight contraction on the south sea-margin of tbjs ground,
compensated for by expansion under the bluffs on the northwest side. Condition excellent."
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"NASPEEL, July 20, 1874.
"A diminution of one-Lalf at least. Very few here this year.
It is no place for a rookery; not a pistol-shot from the natives'
houses."
'' LAGOON, July 20, 1874.
"No noteworthy change; if any, a trifling increase. Condi~ion good."
" TOLSTOI, July 21, 187 4.
"No perceptilJle change in this rookery from its good shape
of 1872. The condition excellent."
'' ZAP .ADNIE, July 22, 187 4.
" An extension or increase of 2,000 feet of shore-line, with
an average depth of 50 feet of breeding-ground, has lJeen built
on to Upper Zapadnie toward Tolstoi; the upper rookery proper
bas not altered its bearings or proportions; the sand-beach lJelt
between it and Lower Zapadnie deserted 1by the breeding-seals
almost entirely, and a fair track for the holluschickie left clear,.
over which they have traveled quite extensively this season,
some 20,000 to 25,000 Ising out to-day. Lower Zapadnie bas
lost in a noteworthy degree about an average of 20 feet of it&
<lepth, which, however, is much more than compensated for by
the great increase to the upper rookery.
" A small beginning had been made for a rookery on the.
shore just southwest from Zapa<lnie J.;ake, in 1872, but tbis
year it has been entirely abandoned."

On Saint George a survey gives for tllis season tlle following
in comparison with that of 1873:
"ZAPADNIE, July 8, 1874.
''This rookery shows a slight increase upon the figures of last.
year, about 5,000. Fine condition."
"STARRY ATEEL,

July 6, 1874.

" No noteworthy change from last year."
''NORTH ROOKERY, J1tly 6, 1874.
"No essential cllange fi·om iast year; condition very good.'"

July 6, 1874.
Condition excel-

''LITTLE EAS'l'ERN,

"A slight diminutiou of some 2,000 or so.
lent."

"EASTERN ROOKERY,

July 7, 1874.

"A small increase over last year of about 2,000, making the
aggregate seal~life similar to that of last season, with the certainty of a small increase.
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~'The unusually early season, this year, brought the rookerybulls on to the ground very much in advance of th~ general
time; they landed as early as the lOth of April, but the arrival
of the cows was as late as usual, corresponding to my observations during the past two s~asons.
" The general condition of the animals of all classes is mo~t
excellent-tll.ey are sleek, fat, an<l free from any taint of
aisease."

In this way it must be plain that the exact condition of these
animals can be noted every season, and should a diminution be
noticed, due to any cause known or unknown, the killing can be
1n·omptly stopped. Four years have passed, with the end of
this season, in which 100,000 young males have been annually
taken, and the effect on tlte seal-life cannot be seen; it has not
injured it, to a certainty, and it bas not promoted an increase.
Two years more will make the ·matter conclusive, for tllen, if
the breeding-grounds are as well suJ)plied with males as they
now are, then it will be evident that enough are saved every
sear for that service.
We know pretty well now bow many we can take without injury, but we do not know how many more than 100,000 can
be. This problem of developing these interests to their full importance should not be taken in hand for a few years yet, not
until the present system which I have drawn up for the watching of the rookeries has been in operation for three or four
years; then, if it is advisable, on account of the superabun.tlance of male seal-life, and the market will stand the increaRe
of raw material, the killing may be very gradually increased
from year to year, but not over jive thousand each season. The
rookeries, like ~t uarometer, will show a falling off of necessar.v
bulls when the killing has reached a point where the increase
is detrimental. · This can be seen at once by the proper persons
and the killing checked without delay, iu ample time to prevent harm.
In this chapter I have given a translation of Bishop Veniaminov's history, the only one written, and very valuable as illustrative of the manner in which the Russians conducted affairs
ou the Prybilov Islands; but it is at once apparent that much
.of it was written necessarily from hearsay and not based upon
fact or personal observation, hence many grave errors are contained in it.
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THE PROPRIETY OF LEASING 'l.'HE ISLANDS.

It will be remembered that at the time this question was before Congress much opposition to the principle of lea~ing was
made, on the ground that the Government would realize .more
by taking the whole management of the business into its own
hands. A.s to what arguments were used on either side of the
question I am ignorant, but after a careful and impartial sur\ey of the subject on the ground itself, and in the trade, I am
satisfied that those members of the House and Senate who, by
their votes Jnne, 1870, directed the Secretary of the Treasury
to lease the Seal Islands of Alaska to the highest bidder, did
the only correct and profitable thing that could be done in the
matter, both with regard to the preservation of the seal-life in
its original integrity, and its own pecuniary gain ; and to make
this statement of mine perfectly evident, the following facts
may be presented :
First. \Vhen the Government took possession of these interests in 18G8-'G9, the gross value of a seal-skin then in the best market, London, was less than the present tax ancl royctlty paid uponit by the lessees I
Second. By the action of the intelligent business men who
took the lease, in stimulating and encouragiug the dressers
of the raw :tpaterial, and in combining with leaders of fashiou
abroad, the demand for the fur has been greatly increased, and
the price of the raw material bas doubled, so that while the
Government gets and nets nearly balf of the gross sales, yet
the lessees have a good margin of 15 to 20 per cent. at least on
their capital, sustained entirely by their business capacity aud
energy.
'fhird. The Government, should it attempt to manage this
business, could not secure the services of such meu as those who
compose the business management of the Alaska Commercial
Company" ithout paying salaries to four and five agents as large
or larger than that giveu to the President of the United Btatesr
This, however, the Government might cheerfully do, did it
guarantee the selection and appointment of such men as those
above mentioned, but it does not follow under our system of
government, or any other that I know of, that a large salary
indicates_a corresponding amount of ability on the part of its
recipient; an imbecile or a very common man is just as apt
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Ordinary men cannot conduct this business
successfully.*
Fourth. As matters now stand, the greatest and best interests of the lessees are identical with those of the Government;
that is, the preservation and, if possible, the increase of the
seal-life; and if these lessees had it in their power, which they
certainly have not, to ruin these iuterests by a few seasons
of rapacity, they are too prudent to do so.
Fifth. The frequent changes made in the office of the Secretary of the Treasury, who now, very properly, bas the control
of the business as it stands, do not guarantee on his part the
close, careful scrutiny likely to be exercised by the lessees, who
have but one purpose to carry out; and the character of the
leading men among them is enough to assure the public that
the business is in responsible hands, and in the care of persons
who will use every effort for the preservation of the seal-life, as
it is their interest to do.
It is frequently urged with great persistency by misinformed
"Another great obstacle to the success of the business, if controlled entirely
by the Government, would arise in the disposal of the skins after they have
been brought down from the islands. The Government would need to offer
them at public auction in this country, and would be at l!he mercy of any
well-organized combination of buyers; the Government agents conducting
the sale could not counteract the efforts of such a combination as successfully as the agents of a private corporation, who can look after their interests in all the markets of the world and are supplied with money to use in
manipulation of the market.
On this ground I feel quite confident that the Treasury of the United
States receives more money, net, under the system now in operation than
it would by taking the exclusive control of the business; were any Government officer supplied with, say, $100,000, to expend in "working the
market," and intrusted with the disposal of 100,000 seal-skins, whenever he
could so do to the best advantage of the Government, and were this agent
a man of first-class business energy and ability, I think it quite likely the
same success might attend his labor in the London market that distinguishes
the management of the Alaska Commercial Company; but the usual cry of
fraud and robbery that would be raised against him, however honest he might
be, would be such as to bring the whole business into positive disrepute or
constant ~uspicion. The Government officer in this matter is placed at a
great disadvantage should any such line of action be adopted, and the most
profitable course is for the Government not to offer in the markets through
agents, but to pursue its present policy, levy a tax, and watch carefully the
condition of the seal-lifo from year to year, as the killing is increased and
the business developed to its full extent.
In this way Alaska may be made to yield, by a tax laid on its Seal Iiilands.
alone, a very handsome rate of interest upon the money paid for the entireTerritory.
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or jealous authority that the lessees can and do take thonsands
of skins in excess of the limit of law, and that this catch in
excess is slyly shipped to China and Japan from the i lands, &c.
To show the folly of any such move as this on the part of the
company, if even it were possible, I will briefly recapitulate
the conditions under which tbe skins are taken. 1'lw natives
do all the driving aud skinning for the company; no others are
permitted or asked to land upon the islands to do this work as
long as the inhabitants of the islands are equal to it. Every
skin taken by the natiYes is counted by. themselves, as they
get forty cents per pelt for the labor; and at the expiration of
every day's labor in the field the nath. . e:5 know exactly how
many skins have been taken by them, how many of these skins
have been rejected by the company's agent because they were
carelessly cut and damaged in skinning, (usually about threefourths of 1 per cent. of the whole catch,) and they ha-ve it recorded every evening by those among themselves who are specially charged with the duty. Thus, were 130,000 skins taken,
or 200,000, the natives would know it as quickly as it was
done, and would demand their compensation for the labor; and
were any ship to approach the islands at any hour of the day
or night, these people would know it at once, and would be
aware of any shipment of skins that might be attempted. It
would be common talk among the three hundred and seventy
inhabitants, and thus leave it an open affair to any person who
might come upon the ground charged with investigation.
These people are constantly going to and from Ouualashka,
where they have intimate intercourse with bitter enemies of
the company, to whom they would not hesitate to tell the whole
-state of affairs on the islands. Should anything, therefore, be
done contrary to the law, the act would be promptly reported
by these people, even if the Treasury agents were in collusion
with the company, which, however, is simply out of the question.
The Treasury agents count these skins into the ship, and one
at least of their number goes down to San Fr~ncisco upon the
Yessel, where they are an counted out again by the customhouse officers of that port. Of the one hundred thousand skins
annually taken, the company's steamer "Alexander" usually
carries down between sixty and seventy thousand, while the
balance of the catch are put into the hold of a sailing-vessel
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at Ounalaskha., and counted again and certified to by the Treasury agent.
It will at once be seen by examining the state of affairs and
the conditions upon which the lease is granted, that the most
scrupulous care in fulfilling the terms of the contract is the
best and most profitable course for the lessees to pursue; that
it would be downright folly in them .to deviate in the slightest
degree from the letter of the law, and thus lay themselves open
at any t.ime to discovery and the loss of t.h eir contract; their
action can be investigated at any time by Congress, of which
they are aware. They cannot bribe these three hundred and
seventy-odd people on the islands to seerecy any more than
they can conceal their action from them on the sealing-fields;
and any man of average ability can go among these people and
inform himself as to the most minute details of the sealingcatch from t.he time the lease was granted, should he have rea-·
son to ·suspect the honesty of the Treasury agents.
I therefore have no hesitation in stating that as far as therelationship exi~:ting between the Alaska Commercial Company
and the Government is concerned, the best interests of the latter are honestly arid faithfully served, simply because it is the
very best poliey for the former so to do; that all the conditions
of the lease are most scrupulously complied with and observed,
and that the lessees bold themselves ready at any moment to
comply with any just and proper modification of the regulations
that time may develop.
With regard to the profits of this company upon their yearly
catch of one hundred thousand seals, the agents of the Government have no concern whatever; after. they have observed.
the faithful fulfillment of the terms or'the contract existing between the company and the Government, the amount of their
profit is a pure matter of business over which the lessees have
entire control, and in regard to which they should not be subjected to im per tin en t inquisition.
TilE

CONDITIO~

OF THE NATIVES ON 'riTE SEAL ISLANDS.

This has been wonderfully improved by the action of the lessees during the short time they have had control of affairs there.
The truth of this will lJe realized by any one who may take the
trouble to contrast the present condition of the people on these
islands with what it was previous to the granting of the lease,
and with that also of the people of their class who are now
7 AL
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living upon the Aleutian Islands and the maiulanu. The inquirer will learn that these people, now so well and comfor'tably clad, fed, and housed, were at the time of the transfer of
the Territory so poor and ill-provided for that they could not
in many instances cover their nakedness; that they existed in.
absolute squalor; whereas they are now living in snug houses,.
such as our laboring classes occupy in the United States; that
they earn and receive in coin, in less than two working-months.
every year, more than the same number of our common workingmen receive on an average for a whole year's service; and·
also that for all extra work other than of seal-skinning, such
as loading and unloading the company's vessels, building, grading, &c., these people are paid by the day from fifty cents to
one dollar, according to the character of service rend&ed.
The agents of the company here do not pay the least attention to or interfere with the private life and personal relations
of .the people among themselves; and let me here state, to the
credit of these people, that the peaceful and harmonious manner in which they liye together as a rule,. during nine idle
months at least e\ery :year, would contrast most favorably witn
the lives of an equal number of our own working classes were
they suddenly brought to these islands and put on the same
footing. I will only hint at the insubordination and utter
wo~thlessness of such a community after six or eight months
of torpidity and isolation.
It is true that the natives here have an inordinate fondness
for liquor, and would destroy themselves were they not restrained
in this propensity by the difficulty of obtaining this demoralizing beverage, and hence the importance of the liquor prohibition, which should be rigorously enforced.
Only a small proportion of the presP-nt population are descendants of the pioneers who were brought by the several
Russian companies in1787-'88-a colony of 137 souls-recruited
principally from the Aleuts at Ounalashka and Atka. Their
early life here ~a&, one of much hardship, and on se\eral occa-.
sions they were in actual need. They lived in a co-operative
manner at first, in large barracoons or barrabkies, partly underground, economizing in this way their limited supply of :firewood, being dependent upon the sea for such drift- timber as
might chance to loc.lge as the currents, deflected from the Yaukon and elsewhere, sweep around the islands; but during the

ALASKA.

99

past twenty-fh·e or thirty years they have all come into the
general ownership and occupation of a hut to a family.
The Russian Fur Company, controlling the islands, maintained
on ~aint Paul and Saint George a store and an agent, the
people supporting a priest and building a church upon each
island, and Jiving in this manner very dirty, poor, and miser'able, they were brought into contact with the Americans at
the time of the transfer of the Territory.
The people are now supplied without charge with a physician and medical stores on each island, and also a school; but
the school is not well attended except by the very young children, principally the little girls, although every winter fifteen
or twenty of the boys and young men are taught the Russian
alphabet and church-service by three or four of the elder persons. 'rile non-attendance at school is not to be ascribed merely
to indisposition on the part of the children and parents to attend the English schools established by the Alaska Uommercia.l
Company on both islands. The view expressed to the writer by
one of the oldes~ and most intelligent of the people may be
explanatory of their feeling and consequent action.
''I do not," said old Philip Vollkov, "h~ve any objection to
the attendance of my children, nor have my neighbors to that
of theirs, on ;your (English) school; but -if our boys and young
men neglect their Russian lessons, who is going to take our
places when we die, in our church, at our christenings, and at
our burials~': To any one famiJiar with the teachings of the
Greek Catholic faith the objection of Vollkov is well taken;
but it is to be hopell that in the course of time, however, the
Russian church service may be conducted in Engli h, for until
then no satisfactory work can be done by an English schoolteacher among them in the way of education.
Up to the time of the transfer of the islands to the Alaska
Commercial Company the inhabitants all li\·ed in huts or sodwalled and dirt-roofed lJOuses or barrabkies, partly underground. l\Iost of these hnts were, and are, damp, dark, and
exceedingly filthy . . Under the Russian regime the people generally here had some excuse for such squalor; hut as the case
now stands it is due to the impro\idence or shiftlessness of the
natives themselves if they are living in this unclean condition
and wear an appearance of discomfort. The use of seal-fat for
fuel causes the deposit upon e\erything within doors of a thick.
coating of greasy, black soot, strongly impregnated with a rank, .
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moldy, and indescribably offensh-e odor. In early times they
were obliged to burn blubber ,-erJr largely, having no other fuel
at command than the precarious supply of drift-wood that the
ocean-currents might bring them; but by tile terms of the lease
they are now supplied with a sufficient quantity of coal to make
t hem quite comfortable during the winter.
Since the Alaska Commercial Company have taken possession of the islands, the natives are being quite rapidly put into
neat and habitable houses, and plenty of lumber is distributed
among those who have not as yet been removed to patch and
make comfortable their old huts, and at the expiration of three
more seasons the whole population of abm·e eighty families
will be occupants of as many suitable houses, where they will
live more healthily.
The example of the agents of the company on both islands
and the assistant agent of the Treasury on Saint George during
the last three years, who have maintained perfect order, neatness, and industry about their buildings and business, has been
a silent but powerful one for the better among the people. The
intercourse of these gentlemen with the natives is always courteous, pleasant, and often generous, when deserved; giving
the simple inhabitants a slow but steady elevation toward morality, sobriety, and industry, such as they never have had before, having been treated like so many animals by the Russians;
and the conduct of most of the Unfted States revenue and military officQrs and men stationed here between the·transfer of
the Territory and the granting of the l~ase cannot be described
.as other than disgraceful, their behavior being marked by drunkenness, debauchery, and brawls, their habits soon rendering
the name .A.mm·ican offensive to even these simple people.
The population of Saint Paul is, at th'e present writing, 220
men, women, and children; that of Saint George, 138. 1t bas
neither much increased nor diminished during the. last fifty
years, but would have fallen off bad not recruits been regularly
drawn from the mainland and other islands, the births not
being equal to the deaths. In view of the great improvement
in their condition, it may be reasonably anticipated that these
people will at least bold their ow:n, e-;en though they do not•
increase to any remarkable degree.
As an ioccn tiYe and encouragement for their good behavior,
they haYe been assured that as long as they are capable and
willing to perform the labor of skinning the seal-catch, so long
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will they enjoy the exclnsiYe pri·dlege of participating in this
labor and its reward. As to the especial fitness of these people
for the. labor connected wit.h the sealing business, no comment
is needed; nothing better in the way of manual service, skilled
and rapid, could be rendered by an~r other botly of men equal
in numbers. They appear to shake off the periodic lethargy of
winter, and rush with enthusiasm into the severe exercise and
<luty of capturing, killing, and skinning the seals.
Seal-meat is their staple food, and the village of Saint Paul,.
220 souls, consumes about 400 pounds per diem, and they are
permitted eYery fall to kill about 5,000 pups, or an average of
22 or 23 to each man, woman, and child. The pups will dress
10 pounds. This shows au average consumption of 515 pounds
of seal-meat to each person during the year. In addition, the
nath·es eat a great deal of butter and sweet crackers. If these
people could get all they desire, they would consume about 500
pounds of butter and 450 pounds sweet cr~cker;; per week, and
mdefinite quantities of sugar. Of this article, 150 pounds a
week is allowed them in this village. If unable to get sweet
crackers, tbey consume about 300 pounds of hard or pilot bread,·
and, in addition to this, about 600 pounds of flour per week; of
tobacco, 50 pouuc.ls; candles, 75 pounds; rice, 50 pounds each
per week ; they burn over 600 gallons of kerosene oil during the
year; vinegar is used in limite<l quantities, about 50 gallons per
season; mustard and pepp·er, -2- to 1~ pounds per week for the
whole village; beaus they reject; split pease, a few; salt meats
they will take reluctant!y if giYen to them, but will never buy
them; they use a little coffee during the year, about 100 pounds;
canned fruit they will purchase to any quantity, and would
bankrupt themselves to obtain it, if the opportunity were afforde<l; potatoes they .so1hetimes demand, as well as onions, but
these vegetables cannot be brought here to ad vantage.
•
The question will naturally be asked, How do these people
employ thet;nselves throughout the long nine months in which
they ha\·e little or nothing to do~ It may be answered that
they are entirely idle during most of this period. Some of the
men are, however, disagreeable exceptions, as they are enthu-siastic gamblers, passing whole nights at their sittings, even
during the sealing-season, playing games at cards taught them
by the Russians and persons who ha\e been on t4e islands since
the transfer of the Territory. But the majority of the men,
women, and ehiluren, being compe.lled to make no exertion to
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obtain. the necessar~es of life-such as seal-meat, hard bread,
tea, &c.-sleep most of the time when unoccupied in cooking,
eatin"g, and the d&ily observance of the routine of the Greek
Oatholic Church. Their religious duties alone presen·e them
from absolute ~taguation; for, in obedience to its teachings,
they attend church quite regularly, make and receive calls on
their saints' days, which are very numerous, and their birthdays are generally enlivened with home-brewed beer, or" quass,"
upon which all classes become more or less intoxicated. , They
add to these ent~rtainments of the ernannirnik the music of the
accordeon, an instrument of which they are very .fond; and a
great number of the women in particular can play indifferently a limited selection of airs, many of which are the old
battle-songs and ballads so popular during .the rebellion, and
which the soldiers quartered here in 1869 taught them. From
the soldiers, also, they learned to dance various figures, and to
waltz. These dances, however, the old folks do not enjoy, and
they seldom indulge in them, unless under the influence of beer.
From the following statement it will be seen that these people
_are doing better work every succeeding season; for .example,
90,000 seals were taken this .year in sixteen dnys less time than
it took to get 75,000 in 1871, viz :
In Saint Paul's Island, 1871, 55 da~·s' work of 66 m~n secured
75,000 seals.
In 1872, 50 days' work of 71 men secured 75,000 seals.
In 1873, 40 days' work ·or 71 men secured 75,000 seals.
In 187 4, 39 days' work of 84 men secured 90,000 seals.'*'
This shows plainly that they are in better physical condition
than at first; it furnishes also undeniable proof of the undimin·
ished supply of killable seals.
'
INHAlliTANTS OF SAINT . PAUL, JULY 1, 1870, TAKEN FRO){
•
PHILIP VOLKOV'S LISTS, AUGUSl' 8, 1873.
(The names in italics are either dead or absent from the island at the present writing.]

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

f'hilip Keemachneek.
Effroseenia, his wife.
1 van, his son.
Danelo, his son.
Vasseele Seedoolee.

6.
7.
B.
9.
10.

.J1fareena, his ~oife.
Alexsanrler, his son.
Sylvester, his son.
Eefeem A noolanak.
llla.troona., his ·wife.

*This inm·ease of 15,000 on Saint Paul was made this season -wi th a.
similar reduction on Saint George; the proportion of soal-life being small on
the latter compared with the former.
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11.
12.
i3.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
·26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
. 37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

Simeon, adopted son.
1Jla1·ka Aveelyah.
Fetleechat, his wife.

Peter Peeshenkov. ·
1\tlatroona, his wife.
IYan Eemanov.
Anna, his wife.
Ycagor, his son.
Loobov, his step-daughter.
Maxseem, his s~ep-son.
Maria, his niece.
Nickolai Krukov.
Peter Krukov.
Agrafeena, his wife.
Ivan Korchooteen.
Ooleeana, his wife.
Yahkov Koochootin.
Lookahria, his sister.
Natalia ]1akooleena.

Maria Paranchina.
Keesar Shabbylean.
Agrafeena, his wife.
Neokon, his son. ·
Ripsimia Plottnikova.

Avdotia, her daughter.
Prokoopee'Meeseekin.
Eveduxsia, his wife.
A vdotia Meeseekina, his
step-mother.
Anna, daughter of.Meeseekin.
Deemeetree Veatkin.
Evelampia Veatkin.
Balakshin, (Benedict.)
Matroona, his wife.
Meexhae, his son.
Balak.shin, 2d, (Benedict.)
Stepan Krukov.
Natalia, his wife.
Avdokia Seeribneekova,
{widow.)
Timofay, her son.
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50. Olga, her daughter.
51. Para~:;keeyee, her daughter.
52. Akooleena, her daughter.
53. Michael Barrhov.
54. Malania, his wife.
55. Agnes, his daughter.
56. Daniel, his nephew.
57. Avdotia Schepeteenah,
(widow.)
58. Tahreentee, her son.
59. Elarie, her son.
60. Hee-une-iah, her daughter.
61. Kerick Booterin, 1st chief.
62. Seeg-lee-teekiah, his wife.
63. Patalamon, his son.
64. Kerick, his son.
65. Salomayee, his daughter.
~6. Ooleeta, his daughter.
67. George Booterin; his son.
68.. Carp Booterin.
69. Lookariah Bo9terin.
70. Alexander Pancov.
71. Porfeerie, his son.
72. A vdotia, his step-daugqter.
73. Paraskeevie, his stepdaughter.
. 74. Yakov Sootyahgin.
75. Eeroadea, his wife.
76. Feedosayee Saydeek.
77. Anesia, his wife.
78. Anna, his daughter.
79. Feoktista, his god-mother.
80. Dayneese Saydeek.
81. Baiz yahzeekov, (Et1lampia.)
82. Anna, his wife.
83. ..Maria, luis daughter.
84. Maroon N akock.
85. Paraskeevie, his wife.
86. Zachar, his step-son.
87. --,nephew.
88. Paraskeevie, niece.
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Natalia Habaroova.
Pa,Tel Habarov, her son.
Paul Shies-neekov, ( pr·iest.)
Meeh-ah-elo, his son.

127.
128.
129.
130.
~feeloveedova,Alexsandra, 131.
(widow.)
132.
94. Simeon, her son.
133.
134.
95. Alexsandra, her daughter.
135.
96. Antone, her son.
136.
97. 1\Iarcia, her daughter.
98. Kerick Artamanov.
,137.
99. Olga, his wife.
138.
139.
100. Melania, his daugllter.
140.
101. Yasseleesee, his daughter.
141.
102. Kah-sayn-yah, his
142.
daughter.
143.
103. Gearman Artamanov.
144.
104. Anna Tarantayvah,
145.
(widow.)
146.
105. Anna, her daughter.
147.
106. Stepan Bayloglazov.
148.
107. Yealeena, his wife.
149.
108. Sayrgee, his son.
150.
109. Anna, his daughter.
110. Paraskeevie, his adopted 151.
·girl.
152.
1~3.
111. Ermolie Cushing.
154.
112. Faokla, his wife.
155.
113. ]"aokla, his daughter.
114. Oolyahnah, his daughter. 156.
157.
115. Aggie Cushing, his son.
158.
116. Antone Sootyahgen.
159.
117. Oolyahnah, his wife.
160.
118. Meetrofan, his son.
119. 1J1eel,aie, his son.
120. Yahkov Mandrigan.
161.
121. Afanashia, his wife.
122. Lookaylecan, his son.
162.
123. :Maria, his daughter.
·163.
124. Oseep Pahomov.
164.
125. Varvarah, his wife.
165.
126. Maria Seedova, (widow.) 166.

Ahkakee, ller son.
---,daughter. 1
- - - , daughter.
- · - , daughter.
- - , daughter.
Alexsayee N eederazov..,
Akooleeua, his wife.
Christeena, his daughter.
Agrafeena, his daughter.
Keer Saydeek.
Yealeena, his wife.
Maria, his da'ughter.
Ivan l\Iandrigan.
Tatahyahn, his wife.
Vasseelee, his son.
Marfa, his daughter.
Feelat Teetov.
Peter, his son.
Yeaon, his son.
Yeagor Arkashav.
Alexsandra, his wife.
Martin, his step-son.
Nekolaie, his step-son.
Stepan, hi1::i step son.
Kereek, his son.
Arsaynee,• his son.
Tatayahnah, his daughter.
Timofay Evanov.
Fevronia, his daugllter ..
Paymen Kooznitzov.
Oseep Baizyahzeekov.
Alexsandra, his wife.
Paul, his son.
Kahsaynyall, his stepdaughter.
Avdokia, his step-daughter.
Kahsaynyah, his daughter.
Ivan Pa.ranchin.
Zaharrov Evemainov.
Keereenayah, his wife.
Pevronia, his daughter.
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205. Agrafeena, his adopted girl.
167. IT"an Hapov.
206. Eefeem Korchootin.
168. Anna, sister-in-law.
207:. Palahgayee, his wife.
169. Alexsandra, his daughter.
208. Peter, his son.
170. I van, his son.
209. J..~uka Mandrigan. ·
171. Yeagor Korchootin.
210. Eereena, his wife.
172. Zachar Saydeek.
211. Neekeeta Yitchmaino.v
173. Oosteenia, his wife.
212. Christeena, his daughter.
17 4. Vasseelee, his son.
213. Domenah, his daughter.
175. 1\Iarvra, his daughter.
214. Taheesah, his daughter.
176. Nekon, his nephew.
215. I van Yitchmamov.
177. Feelip Sa~·deek.
216. Michael Korzerov.
178. Stepan Skahvortsov.
217. Alex sandra, his wife:
179. Philip Vollkov.
218. Stepan Korzerov.
180. Ellen, his daughter.
219. Paul Korzerov.
181. Matroona, his daughter.
182. Markiel Vollkov, his son. 220. It'an Kozlov.
221. Palahgayah, his mother~
183. Gavreelo Korchurgin.
222. Feodor, her son.
184. · I..~ukaylean, his son.
223. Evedttcksia, her daughter.
185. I van Sootyahgen.
224. Platone Tarakanov.
186. Heeyouiah, his wife.
225. Marfa, his wife·.
187. Aneesia, his daughter.
226. Akoolena, his mother.
188. Emelian Sootyahgen.
227. Kerick Tarakanov.
189. Marko Korchootin.
· 228. Domian M. Kok, (John
190.. Dare~ah, his wife.
Frater.)
191. I van, his son.
229. Oolyahnah, his wife.
192. Zeenovia, bis daughter.
230. Anna, his daughter.
193. Timofay Glottov.
231. Salomayah, Artomanov's
194. Maria, his wife.
daughter.
195. - - - , his son.
ll'hite men in charge.
196. Ivau, his son.
1. Dr. Mcintyre.
197. Yeafeemia, his daughter. ,
2. H. vV. Mcintyre.
198. Iraklin Mandrigan.
3. Dr. Cramer.
199. Oosteenie, his wife.
4. John M. Morton.
200. Eeon, his son.
5. Chas. Bryant.
201. Paul Soovorrov.
6. D. Webster.
202. V assa, his wife.
7. - - - - - , a cooper.
203. ---,his son.
8.
- - - - - , a carpenter.
20-i. Akyleena, his mother.
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Annual division or cash settlement made by the natives on Saint
Paul's Island, among themselves, the proceeds of their work in
taking and skinning 75,000 seals, at 40 cents per skin, $30,000,
with extra work connected with it, making $30,637.37.

Seventy-four 8hares, proportioned as follows:
December 31, 1872.-37 first-class shares, at..... $451 22 rach.
23 second-class shares, at. 406 99 each. 1
4 third-class sbares,.at... 360 97 each.
10 fourth-class shares, at.. 315 85 each.
The shares do not represent more than forty-five able-bodied
men.
Annua.l division or cash settlement made by tlte people on Sa·i nt
George's Island, among themselves, the proceeds of the'ir work in
taking and skinning 25,000 seals, at 40 cents per skin, $10,00~ .

.Aug. 1, 1873.-17 shares, each 961 skins, or. $384.40. $6, 294 80
2 shares, each 935 skins, or $374...
748 00
3 shares, each 821 skins, or $.328.40.
985 20
1 share, 820 skins, or $328... . .. ~.
328 00
3 shares, each 770 skins, or $308. . .
924 00 .
480 00
3 shares, each 400 skins, or $160...
Twenty-nine shares, or the twenty-nine laboring sealers; of
this number two are women. ·Only twenty-five of them are
able-bodied men.
The divisions above are the result of their own choice. ~hey
make this apportionment among themseh-es without advice or
suggestion from the agents of the company. These people have
·$3,320.on interest in the office of the Alaska Commercial Company at this date, and have credit on the books for $31,800;
and when t.he division, is made up on Saint Paul at the regular annual time of settlement in Decell;lber, $30,000 will be
added to the above exhibit.
The people here are occupying, rent-free at the present time,
thirty frame houses built by and belonging to the Alaska
Commercial Company on the Seal Islands. Twenty of these
houses are new frame, 11 by 20 feet.
These people have their misers and spendthrifts, but it will
be seen that very few of them care much for sa.ving their money,
inasmuch as only four or fiye of them have as yet taken any
steps toward such action. One man on Saint Paul bas over
·$1,800 saved, and drawing interest at 9 per cent. to-day.

I
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BUSINESS .AS CONDUCTED BY

THE
RUSSIANS.
(Translated by the writer from Veniaminovis Zapieskie, &c., Saint Petersburg
1842, vol. ii, pp. 568. *]

From the time of the tliscovery of the Prybilov Islan<ls, up
to 1805, (or that is-; until the time of the arrival in America of
General Resanov,) the taking of fur-seals on both islands progressed without count or lists, and wit·hout responsible heads
or chiefs, because then (1787 to 1805 inclusive) there were a
number of companies represented ·by as many agents or leaders,
and all of them vied with each other in taking as many as they
could before the killing was stopped. After this, in 1806 and
1807, there were no seals taken, and nearly aU the people-were
removed to Ounalashka.
·
In 1808 killing was again commenced, but the people in this
year were allowed tokillonlyon Saint George; on Saint Paul hunters were not permitted this year or the next: it was not until
the fourth year after this that as many as half the.number previously taken wereannuallykilled. From thistime(SaintGeorge,
1808, and Saint Paul, 1810) up to 1822, takingfur-seals progressed
on both islands without any economy and with slight circumspection, as if there were a race in killing for the most skins.
Cows were taken in the drives and killed, and were also driven
from the rookeries to places where they were slaughtered·.
It was only in 1822 that G. Moorayvev (governor) ordered
that young seals should "be spared eYery year for breeding, and
from that time there were taken fr~ the Prybilov Islands, instead {\f 40,000 to 50,000, which Moorayvev ordered to be spared
in four successive years, no more than 8,000 to 10,000. Since
this, G. Che8tyahkov, chief ruler after Moorayvev, estimated
t!Jat from the increase resulting from the legislation of ~Iooray·
vev, which was so hor,.estly carried out on the Prybilov Islands
that in these four years the seals on Saint Paul increased to
double their previous number, he could give an order which increased the number to be annual1y slain to 40,000, and this last
order or course directed fot these islands demanded as many
seals as could be got, but with all possible exertion hardly
28,000 were obtaiueu.
After this, when it was most plainly seen that the seals were,
on account of this wicked killing, stea<lily growing less and less .
• The italics are mine, and the translation is nearly literal, as might be inferred by the
idiom here and there.-ll. W. E.
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in number, the directions were observed for greater caution in
killing the grown seals and young females which came in with
tlle droves of killing-seals, and to endeavor to separate, if possible, these from those which should be slain.
But.all this ·hardly served to do more than keep the seals at
one figure or number, and hence did not cause an ]ncrease.
Finally, in 1834, the governor of the company, upon the clear
(or ''handsome") argument of Baron Wrangel, which was
placed before him, resolved to make new regulations respecting
them, to take effect in the same year, (1834,) and, following this,
on the island of Saint Paul only 4,000 were killed instead of
12,000.
On the island of Saint George the seals were allowed to rest
1n 1826 and 1827, and since that time greater caution and care
have been observed, and head-men or foremen have kept a careful count of the killing.
From this it will be seen that no anxiety or care as to the preservation of the seal-life began until1805, (i. e., with the united
companies.)
·
It is further eddent that all half-measures, seen or not seen,
were useful no longer, as they only served to preserve a small
portion of the seal-life, and only the last step (1834) with the
present people or inhabitants has proved of benefit. And if
such regulations of the company continue for fifteen years, (i.e.,
until1849,) it may be truly said that then !~be seal-life will be
attracted quite rapidly under the careful direction of head-men,
so that in quite a short tillle a handsome ~yield may be taken
every year. In connection with this subject, if the company
are moderate and these regulations are carried out, the seallife will serve them and be depended upon as shown in this
volume,. Table No.2.
· Nearly all the old men think and assert that the seals which
are spared every year, (" zapooskat kotov,") i.e., those which
have not been killed for several years, are truly of little use for
breeding, lying about as if they were outcasts or disfranchised
always. About these seals, they show that after the seals were
spared, they were always less than they should be, as, for
instance, on the island of Saint George, after two years of saving or sparing of 5,500 seals, in the first year they got, instead
of 10,000 or 8,000, as expected, only 4, 778.
.But this diminution, which is shown in the most convincing
manner, (1,) is due to wrong and injustice, because it would not
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have been otherwise with any kind of animals-even cattle
would haYe been exterminated; because a great many here
think and count that the seal-mother brings forth her young in
her third year, i. e., the next two years after her own birth. As
itiswellshownhere, the spared seals{" zapooskie") were not more
than three years old, and therefore it was not possible to discern the correct or true numbers as they really were. Taking the
females killed by the people, together with all the seals which
were purposely spared, it was seen that the seal-mothers did
not begin to bear earlier than the jiftl' year of their lives. Illustrative of this is the following:
(a.) On the island of Saint George, after the first "zapooska,"
in 1828, the killing of five-year-old seals was continued gradual1y up to five times as many as at first; with those of five
years old, the killing stopped; then next year twelye times as
many six-year-olds were observed on the islands as compared
with their number of the last years, and with or in the seventh
year came seven times as many. This shows that females born
in 1828 did not begin to bear young until their fifth year, and
become with young accordingly; that the large ones did not
.a ppear or come in six years, (from 1828,) as is evident, for in
the fifth year all the females did not bring forth.
b. It is known that the male seals cannot become" seecatchies"
(adult bulls) earlier than their fifth or sixth ~·ear; following
this, it may be said that the female uears earlier than the fourth
year.
c. If the male seal cannot become a bull (" seecatchie "J
earlier than the fifth year, then, as Buffon remarks, ''animals
can live sm,.en times the length of the period required for their
maturity;" therefore a seecatch cannot live less than thirty years,
and a female not less than twenty-eight. •
Taking. the opinion of Buffon for ground in saying that
animals do not come to their full maturity until one-seventh
* ''This remark is sustained by the observation of old men, and especially
by one of the best creoles, Shiesneekov, who was on the island of Saint Paul
in 1817, and who knows of one " seecatch," (known by a bald head,) which
in that time had already a large herd of cows or females, surrounded and
hunted by a like number of females and strong, savage old bulls; therefore
it may be safely thought that this bull did not get his growth until his fifth
year, and at this time he could not have been less than ten years old; and
this same bull came every year to the island and the same place for fifteen
years in succession, up to 1832, and it was only in the later years that his
~arem grew smaller and smaller in number."

•
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of their lives has passed, it goes also to prove that the female
seal cannot bear JOnng before her fourth year.
It is without doubt a fact that female seals do not begin t()
bear young before their fifth year, i. e., the next four years after
the oue of their birth, and not in the third or fourth. Certainly
we can allow that some females bear in their fourth year; that,.
howeYer, is not the rule, but the exception. To make it more
apparent that females cannot bear young in their third year,
consider the two-year-old females, and compare them with "seecatchie" (adult bulls) and cows, (adult females,) aud it will beevideut to all that this is impossible.
Do the females uear young every year; and how often in
their lives do they bring forth~
To settle this question is very difficult, for it is impossible t()
make any observations upon their movements; but I think that
the females in their younger years (or prime) bring forth every
year, and as they get older, every other year; thus (according
to people accustomed to them) they may each bring forth in
their whole lives from ten to fifteen young, and even more.
This opinion is founded on the fact that never (except in one
year, 1832) have an excessive number of ·females been seen
without young; that cows not pregnant hardly ever come to the
Prybilov Islands; that such females cannot be seen every year.
As to how large a number of females do _not bear, according to
the opinions and personal observations of the old people, the
following may be depended upon with confidence: not more
than one-fifth of the mature or "effective" females are without
young; but to avoid erroneous impressions or conflicting statements between others and myself, I have bad but one season,
(" trayt") in which to personally observe and consider the multiplication of seals.
There is one more very important question in the consideration of the breeding or the increase of seals, aud that is, of the
number of young seals born in one year, how many are males j and
is the number of males always tlie same in proportion to the
females?
Judging from the holluscbickie accumulated from the "zapooska" in 1822-"24 on the island of Saint Paul, and in 1826-'27
on the island .of Saint George, the number of young males was
very variable; for example, on the island of Saint Paul, in three
years 11,000 seals were spared, and in the foUowing three yeare
there were killed 7,000, i. e., about two-thirds of the number
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sftved; opposed to this, on the island of Saint George, from
8,500 spared seals in two years, less than 3,000 were taken,
hardly one-third.
Why this irregularity Y Why should more young males be
born at one time, au<l at a~other less~ Or why should there
be years in which many cows do not bear young Y
According to the belief of the people here, I think that of the
number of seals born every year, half are males, and as many
females.
To demonstrate the above-mentioned conditions of seal-life,
the table, No. 1, has been formed of the number of seals annually killed on the Prsbiiov Islands from 1817 to 1838, (when this
work was ended.)
From this it will be seen that1. No single successive year presents a good ·number of
seals killed as compared with the previous year; the number is
always less.
2. The annual number of seals killed was not in a constant
ratio.
3. And, therefore, in the regular hunting-season there is less
need or occasion ~uring the next fifteen years to demand the
whole seal kind.
4. Fewer seals were killed in those years generally following
a previous year in which there were larger numbers of the
"holluschickie;" that.is, when the young males were not completely destroyed, and more were killed when the number of
" holluschickie " was less.
5. The number of "holluschickie" is a true register or showing of the n urn bers of seals ; i. e., if the "bolluschickie"
increase and exist like the young females, and conversely.
6. Holluschickie break from the (common) herd and gather
by themselves no_earlier than the third year, as seen in the case
of the spared seals on the islands of Saint George and Saint
Paul, the latter from 1822-'24, 1835-'37, inclusive; the former
from 1826-'27.
7. The number of seals killed on the island of Saint George
after two years (" zap.,oska") was resumed and gradually increased to five times as many.
8. In the fifth year from the first "zapooskie" (or saving) it
became possible to count or reckon on the number remaining,
and six-year-olds began to appear twelve times as numerous,
and seven-year-olds came in numbers sevenfold greater than
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their previous small number; and, therefore, the number of
three--year-old seals was quite constant.
9. If on the island of Saint George, in 1826-'27, the seals
had not bad this rest, (" zapooska:") and the killing bad been
continued, even at the diminished ratio of one-eighth, in 1840
or 1842 there woulcl not have been a single seal left, as appears
by the following table :
1825 ..•••..•••••••••••.••••.
1826 .•••••.•••••.••••..•••••
1827 .•••••.••• !. . . . . . . . . . . . .
1828...... • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • •
1829 .••••••••••.••••••..••••
1830 .•••••.•••• , ••••••.••••.
1831 .••••••• -.-. • . • • • . . • • • • .
1832 ••. --· ••••••• -.-- •. - ••••

Seals.

Seals.

5, 500
4, 400
3, 520
2, 816
2, 468
2,160
1, 890
1, 554

1833 ... - ....• -- ... -- ..... --. 1, 360
1834 .. .'..................... 1,190
1335 ............... ~ ........ 1,040
1836 .•• - ... - ••••.• - ••• -.- - .. •
850
1837 ..•••..• - •••... --. . . • . . .
700
18'38 ..••• - ••. - ••.. - .••••• -..
580
500
1839 .•••..••.. - •. - - . . . . . . . . .
400
1840 . - • -- •.•••••.• - •••• - • • • •

10. Following two years ~of "zapooska," (saving,) the seal-life
is enhanced for more than ten years, and the loss sustained by
the company in the time of "zapooskov" (about 8,500) is made
good in the long run. Tlle ca[e may be thus stated: If the
company had not spared the seals in 1826-'27, they would have
received, from 1826 to 1838, (twelve years,) no more than 24,000,
but by making this zapooska regulation for two years they got
in ten years 31,576, and, beyond this, they can yet take 15,000
without another, or any, zapooska.
11. And in this caee, where such an insignificant number of
seals was spared on Saint George, (about 8,500,) and in ·such a
short time, (two years,) the result was at once significant every
year; that is, three times more appeared than the number
spared. The result, therefore, must be large annually on the
island of Saint Paul, where, in consequence of the last orders
or directions of the governor, already four years of saving have
been in force, in which time over 30,000 seals have been left for
breeding.
·
On this account, and in conformity with the above, I here
present a table, a prophesy of the seals that are to come in the
next fifteen years from 7,060 seals saved on the island of Saint
Paul in 1835.
On the island of Saint Paul, at the direction of the governor,
a "zapoosk" or saving was made of 12,700 seals; that is, before
the year 1834 there were killed 12,700 seals, and on the following
year, if this saving had not been made, according to the testimony of the inhabitants, no more than 12,200 seals would or
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~ould have been taken from the islands, it being thought· that

this number (12,200) was only one twenty-fifth of the whole;
but instead of killing 12,200, only 4,052 were taken, leaving in
1835, for breeding, 8,148 fresh young seals, males and females,
together.
In making this hypothetical table of seals that are to come,
I take the average killing, that is, one-eighth part, and proceed
on the supposition that the number of saved seals will not be
less than 7,060.
In the number of 7,060 seals we can calculate upon 3,600
females; that is, a slight majority of males. With the new
females born under this " zapooska " I place half of those born
the first year, and so on.
Females, in the twelve or eighteen years next after their birth,
must become less in number from natural causes, and by the
twenty-,":leconu year of their lives they must be quite useless for
breeding.
Of the number of seals which may be born during the next
four years of " zapooska/ ' or longer, we may take half for
females. This number is included in the table, and the males,
or '' holluscbickie,'' make up the total.
From the II Table, observe that1. Old females, that is, those which in 1835 were capable of
bearing young, in 1850 must be canceled, (minus.) They probably die in proportion of one-eighth of the whole uurnber m-'ery
year.
2. For the first four years of zapooska, until the new females
begiu to bear, their number will be generally less.
3. A eonstaut number of seals will continue during the first
six years of their zapooska ; in twelve years these seals will
<louble, in fourteen years they will have increased threefold;
and after fifteen years of this zapooska or saving of 7,060, in
the first year 24,000 may be taken from them, in the second
28,000, in the third 32,000, in the fourth 36,000, in the fifth 41,000;
thus in five years more that 160,000 can be taken. Then, under
the supervision of persons who will see that one-fifth of the
seals be steadily spared, 32,000 may be taken every year for a
long time.
4. Moreover, from the production of fifteen years" zapooska"
there can be taken from 60,000 to 70,000 holluscbickie, which,
together with 160,000 seals,~ makes 230,000.
5. If this "zapooska" for the next fifteen years is not made
8 AL
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for· the seal-life, diminution will certainly ensue, and all this
time, with all possible effort, no more than 50,000 seals will be
taken.
Here it should be said that this hypothetical table of the
probable increase of seals is made on the supposition of the
decrease of females, and an average is taken accordingly.
Furthermore, on the island of Saint Paul, in 1836-'37, instead of
7,900 seals being killed, but 4,860 were taken. Hence it follows
that these 1,500 females thus saved in two years, and which
are omitted from the table, will also make a very significant
addition to the incoming seals.*
*I give this chapter of Veniaminov's without abridgment, although it is
full of errors, to show that while the Russians gave this matter evidently
mnch thought at headquarters, yet they failed to send some one on to the
ground, who, by first making himself acquainted with the habits of the
seals from close observation of th~ir lives, shoul<l then be fitted to prepare
rules and regulations founded upon this knowledge. 'l'hese suggestions of
Veniaminov were, however, a vast improvement on the work as it was conducted, and they were adopted at once, but it was not until 1845 that the
great importance of never disturbing the breeding-seals was recognized.
H. W.E.

TABLE

H.-Showing the 1Jumbct·. of seals that will visit th6 ieland in the next twenty-two years, a p1·ophesy made by V6nianvinov in 1834.
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12

0
1835. 3, 600 0
0
0
900 1, 200 1, 200 1, 200 1, 200 1, 200
0
i836 ..
3,150 0
785 1, 050 1, 050 1, 050 1, 050
2, 755
918
918
1837 ..
0
918
680
1838 . ------ ........... ........... 2, 410 ----- ........... ......... .............
805
803
600
450
700
1839 . .......... ------ . .........
...........
2,110
450
845
From ~iil·a:; rivals
1840 .
.... ·-N~~- 1, 900
152
From new comers
.
...........
..........
1,
5t'O
.
...........
.
...........
1841..
.... Total new. 1, 985
.... . ..........
From new ones ..
. ......... 1, 355 ............
------1842 .. ........... .......... ........... ............ ---.
From new
Total new 2, 930
1,130
1843.
.... Total new. 3, 768
From
1844 ..
.... Total new. 4, 900
423
725
1845 ..
.... Total new .. 5,275
184u ..
....

13

1847 ..

14

1848 .. ........... .............
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1849 ..

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
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{
{

{

{

{

{

{

------ ...........

............. ............. .......... ........... . ......... . ............ ............

........... ........

........ ........

Total new ..

..... {

1, 200
1, 050
918
805
700
615
200
315
420

. .........
ones ..

new
From
58()
6, 225

............

-T~t~i new ..

........ .......... .......... ........... .

---- {

..........

Total

. . ..

{

1, 200
1, 050
918
8C5
700
615
200
525
572
325
650

1, 200
1, 050
918
805
700
615
200
525
5"12
451
909
258
880

1, 200
1, 050
918
805
700
615
200
525
572
451
909
376
1,188
225
1, 0:20

1, 000

400
1, 8001
000
700
918
900
805
805
700
700
615
615
200
~00
525
525
572
572
451
451
909
909
376
376
ones ..
1,188 1,188
:lOO
300
new ones ..
1, 440 1, 440
241
241
From new ones ..
1, 687 1, 687
1:2:')
190
From new ones .. 1, 5()0 1, !J94
430 ·------ . .......... ------- ... ........ .
100
7, 560
From new OliOS .. 1,810
............
250
]'rom now ones ..
new .. 9, 083
100
Total new .. 10,634
1, 050
918
805
700
615
200
525
572
451
909
376
1,188
300
1, 410
180
1, ~40

200
300
600
805
700
(il5
200
525
572
431
909
376
1,188
300
1, 410
241
1, 687
190
1, !J9.J
14:l

() 4: 10
~. 61
2, 254

.........••.......
100 . . - - ·- ---300
100 ... ......
750
500
300
700
600
400
615
600
500
200
150
100
525
525
!100
5n r.72 500
451
451
451
90[)
909
909
37li
376
376
1, 1E8 1, 18tl l, 188
;jOO
300
300
1, 4-10 1, 440 1, 440
241
~ll
21l
1, 687 1, 6tii 1, 087
190
l!JO
1!10
1, 991 1, ()94 1, 994
1tl3
14;{
}4:1
2, 420 () 4.,0 2 ·120
~.
' 83
8:~
2, 90tl 2, !JOE- 2, 908
40
25
40
2, 55(1 3, 181 :l, 187
~

~

>~
~

Ul
~

~

sa

----- ---- -- ----------------------------------------- ------Total <j?
Total 0

3, 600 3, l!JO 2, 755 2, 410 2, 110 2, 745 3, 565 4, 285 4, 898
3, 660 3,150 2, 735 2, 4l0 2, no 2, 745 3, 4a5 4, 215 4, 102

5, 323

!l, 378

6, 000
6, 000

6, 805
6, 795

7, 990
8, 010

,.. &JOr· ,., "· .,,

9, 333 10,754 12,369 14, 153 16, 14818,216
9, 267 10, 746 12,331 14, 147 16, lOTS, 184 20, 824 20, 09::. 19, 342

-- ------------------ -------------------------- -------

All . . . 7, OtiC 6, 300 5, 500 4, 820 4, 220 5, 49L 7, 000 8, 500 9, 700 10, 700 12, 000 13, 600 16, 000 18, 600 21, 500 24, 700 28, 300 32, 250136, 400 41, u4o 40, 200 :Js, 100
1--L
1--L
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From this table behold thata. Every fifteen years, from 3,600 females, there can be received
in sixteen years 24,700 seals; in sixteen years still more; and
in twenty years 41,640.
b. In the twenty-first year the incomers begin to diminish,
provided that if in the mean time, or the following sixteen years,
a certain nnmber of young seals are not left to breed; and
if every year a known number are left to breed, then in all
following ;years the yield will never be less than 20,000 every
year.
III.-Calculation as to the coming of the seals on the island of Saint
George, nwde up front two years, and based upon that experience, (1827-'28.)

TABLE

1.

Year.
1826.

,I'"'.·-----.

~ I'·
1827.~

4.

5.

7.

8.

10.

9.

1

11.

12.

1829. 1830. 1831. 1832. 1833. 1834. 1835. 1836. 1837.

-

2, 200

6.

- -- - ---

-

-

.....

Grand
total.

450

700

700

700

700

700 .•••••••

700

360 600 600 600 GOO 600, ........
2 1827. ·--···. Breeding 2,050
1,700 1,500 1,200 1,000 700 . 5501~~ 250 100
50 ........
3 1828 •••••••· Light ...
·- - · - Females ......
2, 200 2,050 1,700 1,50011,~00 1 1,4~0 , 1, 760 1 1, ~50 1,700 1,~50 1,400 1,350 ..........
Holluscbickie .
2, 200 2105~~1 160~
400
1
1
Total .••...
4, 400 4,100,3,300 3,00012,400
2,900,3,520,3,65013,40013,030f~·900,2,750 30,870

1,500 1. ' "J1·'"T.'"l'·''"l1.'ooi"'00/1.500 1.

The actual taking of seals was as follows :
Seals.

In 1828 . . . . . . . .. ... ... ................ ............ . 4,778
In 1829 ......... .................................. . 3,661
In 1830 .•.....•..................................... 2,834
In 1831 .........•..................•............... 3,084
In 1832 ......•.........•.... _.•.•.................. 3,296
In 1833 ......••....•........................•...... 3,212
In 1834. . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .. . ........ _. 3,051
In 1835 ........................•••....•........... 2,528
In 1836 .....................•...................... 2,550
In 183 7 . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • ~
2,582
0

Total ......

~·-···

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

••••••

"

....... : .................... 31,476

From this table it will be seen that up to 1838 my cRl- Seals.
culation makes a yield of ....•...... , ........•.. ~ 30,870
While the actual result was ....................... . 31,476
Difference of. . . . . . • • . . . • .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .

606

The difference determines that the hypothesis upon which
tl.te table is based is correct.
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A CONFERENCE WITH THE NATIVES OF THE SEAL ISLANDS,
JULY.

25-26, 1874.

For the purpose of learning wl1at these people might have to
say in regard to the seal business as it is now conducted, Lieutenant Maynard and myself asked the chiefs to select those
men among themselves who knew most in regard to the matter,
especially those who bad been most in the habit of noting the ,
· rookeries, and have them meet us privately to bear what they
might feel disposed to do if they bad anything to say in the
matter; and accordingly some fifteen of them, oldest and wisest,
including all the chiefs of Saint Paul and one that belongs to
Saint George, met us. We had a smart Russian creole for interpreter, a sailor from our own vessel, and sat for two long
evenings with them in conference. Tile result may be summed
up as follows :
In regard to the condition of the seal-life, the natives are both
watchful and solicitous, but do not present any argument
against the annual killing of 100,000 young males over one year
and und er five, as is now conducted; that is, 90,000 on Saint Paul
and 10,000 on Saint George; but the Saint Paul people have a
very natural and strong feeling that they should alone reap the
benefit that arises from the increase in the number killed on
their island; that the $6,000, which is represented by the ad.
ditional15,000 killed last summer on this island, should be
shared among themseh·es, and feel a little sore about having
the Saint George people come over here to do this work and take
the proceeds, which they did on their own island (Saint George)
last year. They do not think 90,000 any too many on Saint
Paul, if they alone shall kill the animals and take the reward;
but suddenly, when it is found that they are to be paid only for
the original erroneous pro rata, 75,000, they become very fearful
of the result of killing 90,000, with as many five-year-old bulls
as have been killed this summer. As this solicitude is due to
no other reason than this very perceptible anxiety, its expression must be taken with some reservation. But this constant
anticipation of injurious results, even if there exist no grounds
for apprehension, is of great advantage to both the agents of
Government and the company; for the public may rest assured
that the first evidence of any decrease of seal-life on these rookeries of Saint Paul will be at once observed by the jealous eyes
of their many native keepers, even were there no agents of
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either party now in control capable of discerning it, which is not
likely, however, to be the case.
We explajned to them, in return, that the law which limited
the killing on Saint George to 23,000, and on Saint Paul to
75,000, was based upon the imperfect information furnished by
the agents of the Government s~nt to the islands, and that killing 25,000 out of .100,000 on an island where there was not
one-twentieth of the number of seals that were on the ground
where the remaining 75,000 were taken, was entirely wrong, and
must l>e corrected, for the best interests of all parties concerned;
and that they had no right to profit at the expense of their
brethren on Saint George, who were expected, at the time the
law was made, to share equally with them the proceeds of this
labor, and in this spirit ·the defecti\e law was framed. This
explanation appeared to relieve their minds.
They spoke to .us with great satisfaction of the bettered condition in wllich they are living as compared with the state in
which they lived but a short time since. A very perceptible
shade of gloom settled on the countenances of all when we assured them that the Government could. not permit any more
"quass" or beer drunkenness among them. \Ve set forth tho
propriety of this course on the part of the Secretar;r of the Treasury as justified by the following reasons:
1. They are at present living withou,t the restraint of policemen and prisons, fines, &c., which we employ for the suppression
of such d·i sorder in our own land, and it was best for them to live
sober and avoid the necessitJT of having such institutions.
2. That they were, l>y the great generosity of the Go\ernment and the company, allowed to enjoy the sole pridlege of
participation in the sealing-labor and its good reward, by which
they were enabled to live in such comfort and ease; that if they
indulged in drinking they would drop out from the skinninggangs, and be unable in a few years to att nd properly to their
duty on the killing-grounds; that then the company would
have the power and would be justified in procuring others to do
this work, and that then but a short time would elapse before
the labor of persons not addicted to drink would crowd them
and their children out of their comfortable possession.
In the course of our conversation with them in regard to the
events of early days on the island, they gave the following as
facts, relying on the" vhrid imaginations and faithful memories"
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with which they are crttdited by the man who, of all men, best
knew them, Veniaminov:
" In 1835, on the' Lagoon' rookery, there were only two bulls ;
the cows were, however, in number excessive; about as many
as are on 'Na Speel' to-day, (2,000.) On 'Zapadnie' about one
thousand cows, bulls, and pups; at Southwest Point there was
nothing; two small rookeries were on the north shore of Saint
Paul, near a place called 'Maroonitch; ' they have been deserted, however, by the seals for a long time ; the oldest man
on the island, Zachar Seedick, aged 57, has never seen them
there; has only beard of it.
"On Northeast Point there were seven small rookeries running
around the point; only fifteen hundred cows, pups, and bulls,
all told; this number includes the 'holluschickie,' which in
those <lays lay in among the breeding-seals, there being so few
bulls that they were permitt~d to do so. On' Po lavina' there
were about five hundred cows, bulls, pups, and 'hollnschickie;'
on 'Lukannon' and 'Ketavie,' about three hundred; only ten
bulls on 'Ketavie,' so few young males lying in all together that
they took no note of them on these rookeries ; on the ' Reef'
and 'Gorbotch,' about one thousand only; of the 'e some eight
hundred, 'holluschickie' included, lying in with the breedingseals; there were about twenty old bulls only on Gorbotch, and
but ten on the Reef; on 'Nau Speel' there were about a hundred. The village was here then as now.
"In 1845 we took the young males alone, respecting the
sexes for the first time; took only about twenty a day on Northeast Point; on the Reef, all the way from one hundred and
:fifty to two hundred a day.
"In 1857 the breeding-rookeries were nearly as large as they
are now; but have been rather gradually increasing ever since.
Prior to 1835 the village was up at the little fresh-water lake,
and the seals are reported, pre·dous to this date, many years,
to have run all over the present village ground, very much as
they do at Zapadnie to-day."
In regard to the numbers of the fur-seal when the Russians
first took possession of the ground, in 1787, the present generation, descendants of these pioneers, have only a general vague
impression that the seals were somewhat more numerous in the
first days of Russian occupation than they are now.
With regard to the probable· truth of the foregoing statement
of the natives to us, I can only call attention to the fact that
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the entire sum of seal-life, as given by them, is 4,100 of all
classes; now, Bishop Veniaminov publishes an authentic record
of the killing on these islands from 1817 to 1837, (the time in
which he finished his work,) by which it will be seen that in
this year of 1835, 4,052 seals were killed and taken; and if the
account of the natives was true, that would leave on the island
only 50 for 1836, in which year, however, 4,040 w.ere killed, and
in 1837 4,220, and there was a steady increase in the killing
by the Russians up to 1850, when they governed their catch
by the marJret alone.
This great diminution of the seal-life, setting in at 1817 and
running on steadily in decline until 1834, when it began to
mend, is well accounted for by Veniaminov's account. From
this it will be seen that after greedy Russian companies on
these islands had killed seals for over fifteen years in unknown
numbers without causing any great change in the ratio of numbers, a diminution began gradually to set in, which became
obvious in 1817, and attained its maximum in 1834-'35, when
hardly a tithe of the former nuwbers appeared. on the ground;
but from that year change in the management, &c., promoted
an increase, and they steadily augmented up to iheir former
great numbers, by 1855-'57 reaching a maximum at which they
have remained, as far as my investigations throw light on the
subject; a few years more of proper observation on the ground
here will settle the matter to the satisfaction of all concerned.
A variety of reasons have been given for this diminution,
but the case is clear that as the animals to be slain were
selected at ran<lom on the breeding-grounds from males and
females, they gradually, in consequence of this incessant molestation, began to shun the islands, seeking some other land,
and there breeding, in spite of many natural difficulties; but
as soon, however, as the Russians began to respect the principle of never driving or killing the females, the seals gradually
regained their confidence, and finally returned to these islands,
the most convenient and best adapted. for their occupation in
the northern hemisphere. TiJ.is was the reason for their disappearance at that time, or they were suffering from the ravages of some unknown distemper.

CHAPTER VII.
TIJE liABITS OF THE FUR-SEAL, ETC.
THE SEAL-LIFE ON THE PRYBILOV ISLANDS may be classed
under four beaus, as follows, viz :
Tbe FuR-SEAL, ( Oallorhinus ~lrsinus,) Kautickie of the Russians.
The SEA-LION, (Ewnetopias stellerii,) See vitchie of the Russians.
The HAIR-SEAL, (Phoca vitulina,) N earhpah of the Russians.
The W ALnus, (Rosmarus arctictts,) Morsjee of the Russians.
Of the above, the hair-seal is the animal upon which pop-ular and, indeed, scientific opinion is founded as to what a seal
appears like, and has in this way given to the people a false
idea of its relatives, above enumerated, and has made it exceedingly difficult for the naturalist to correctly discriminate between them; for, although it belongs to the same family, it
does not even have a generic affinity to those seals with which
it has been persistently confounded, viz, the fur-seal and sea~
lion, no more so than has the' raccoon to ·the black or grizzly
bear, both being as nearly related to each other.
A detailed description of this seal, Phoca vitulina, is quite
unnecessary, as species of the genus are common pets all over
the worlll where zoological gardens are established, and its
grotesquely stuffed skin is still more frequently to be met with.
It differs, however, so completely in shape and habit from its
congeners on these islands, that it may be well, so as to pre~
serve a sharp line of distinction, to state that it seldom comes
up from tlle water more than a few rods, at the most, generally
resting at the margin of the surf-wash; it takes up no position
on land to hold and protect a harem, preferring the detached
water-worn rocks which occasionally project out a little above
the sea-level and are only wet entirely over by heavy storms;
and the animal when it is disturbed immedjately goes to sea.
Upon these small spots of rocky, wet isolation from the main
island, and some secluded places on the north shore, the '' nearhpah," as the natives caW it, brings forth its young, which is a.
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single pup, perfectly white, weighing about ~hree or four pounds.
This pup grows rapidly, and weighs, in tllree to four months,
forty or fifty pounds, and at that time has a coat of soft, steelgray hair on the head, limbs, and abdomen, with the back most
richly mottled and barred lengthwise with d<lrk-brown and
brown-black. When they appear in the spring, following, this
gray tone to their color has become a dingy ocher, and t4e mottling appears well over the head and on the upper side or back
of the flippers, or feet, correspondingly dim.
Tllere is no appreciable difference as to color or size between
the sexes.
They are not polygamous, as far as I have observed.
They are exceediugly timid and wary at all times, and in this
way they are diametrically opposed, not by shape alone, but by
habit and disposition, to the fur-seal and sea-lion.
· Their skin is of little value compared with tllat of the furseal, and their chief merit is the relative greater juiciness and
sweetness of their flesh to those who are in any way partial to
seal-meat.
I desire also to correct a common error, made in comparing
Plwcidm with Otaridm, where it is stated tllat, in consequence
of the peculiar structure of their limbs, their progression on
]and is "mainly accmnplished by a wriggling, serpentine motion
of the body, slightly assisted by the extremities." This is not
so; for, when excited to run or exert themselves to reach the
water suddenly, they strike out quickly with both fore feet,
simultaneously lift and drag the whole body, without any wriggling whatever, from 6 inches to a foot ahead and slightly from
the earth, according to the v-iolence of the effort and the character of the ground; the body then falls fiat, and the fore-flippers are free for another similar action, and this is done so
earnestly and rapidly that in attempting to head off a young
nearhpah from the water I was obliged to leave a brisk walk
and take to a dog-trot to do it. The hind feet are not used
when exerted in rapid movement at all, and are dragged along
in the wake of the body, perfectly limp. They do use their
posterior parts, however, when leisurely climbing up and over
rocks, or playing one with another, but it is always a weak
effort, and clumsy. These remarks of mine, it should be lJorne
in mind, apply only to the Phoca vitulina, that is found a.round
these islands at all seasons of the year, but in very smallnum·bers. I haYe never seen more than twenty-five or thirty at any
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one time, but I thin,k its principle of locomotion will be found
to apply on land to all the rest of its genera.
The scarcity of this species and of all its generic allies is
notable in t.h e waters of the North Pacific as compared with
those of the circumpolar Atlantic, where the hair-seals are
found in immense numbers, giving employment every year to a
fleet of sailing and ~team vessels which go forth from St. John's,
Halifax, and elsewhere, fitted for seal-fishing, taking over
three hundred thousand of these animals each season, the
principal object being the oil rendered from them, tile skins
having but small commercial value.*
THE FUR-SEAL, (CALLORHINUS URSINUS,)

Which repairs to these islands to breed, &c., in numbers that seem
almost fabulous, is by far the highest organized of all the Pinnipedia, and, indeed, for that matter, when land and water are fully
taken into account, there is no other animal superior to it from
a purely physical point of view; aud few creatures that can be
said to exhibit a higher order of instinct, approaching even
intelligence, belonging to the animal kingdom ..
Regarding a male six to seven years old, and full grown,
when he comes up from the sea in the spring on to his station
for the breeding-season, we have an animal that will measure
6i to 7! feet in length, from tip of nose to end of tail, and
weighing at least 400 pounds, and sometimes as much, perhaps,
.as GOO.(~) The head, which in comparison with the immense
thick neck and shoulders, seems to be disproportionately small;
but as we come to examine it we will find that it is mostly all
occupied by ,the brain; the light frame-work of the skull supports an expressive pair of large bluish-hazel eyes, and a muzzle and jaws of nearly the same size and form observed in any
fall-blooded Newfoundland dog, with the difference of having
no flabby, hanging lips; the upper lips support a wltite anu
yellowish-gray mustache, long, and, when not torn in combat,
luxuriant, composed of heavy stiff bristles.
Observe it as it comes leisurely swimming on toward the
• land ; how high above the water it carries its head, and how
deliberately it surveys the beach, after having stepped up on it;
*An excellent and, I have every reason to believe, correct description of this seal-fishery in the Nortli Atlantic has been published by Michael
Carroll, who writes in a manner indicative of great familiarity with the
business.
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it may be truly said to step with its fore flippers, for they regularly alternate as it moves up, carrying the head well above
them, at least three feet from the ground, with a perfectly erect
neck.
The fore feet, or hanus, are a pair of dark bluish-black flippers, about 8 or 10 inches broad at their junction with the
body, running out to an ovate point some 13 to 18 inches from
this union, which is at the carpal joint, corresponding to our
wrist; all the rest of the fore-arm, the ulna, radius, and
humerus, being concealed under the skin and thick blnbber
folds of the main body and neck, concealed entirely at this
season when it is so fat; but later, when flesh or fat bas been
consumed by absorption, they come quite plainly into view.
On the upper side of tllese flippers, the hair straggles down
finer and fainter, ~s it comes down to a point close to and
slightly beyond where the phalanges and the metacarpal bones
are jointed, similar to the spot where our knuckles are placed,
and there ends, leaving the skin bare and wrinkled in places at
the margin of the inner side, showing five small pits containing
abortive nails, which are situated immediately over the union
of the phalanges with their cartilaginous continuations to the
end of the flipper.
On the under side of the flipper the skin is entirely bare from
the end up to the body connection, deeply and regularly wrinkled with seams and furrows, which cross one another, so as to
leave a kind of sharp diamond-pattern.
But we observe as the seal moves along that, though it handles its fore limbs in a most creditable manner, it brings up its
rear in quite a different style; for after every second step ahead
with the fore feet it arches its spine, and with it drags and lifts
together the binder limbs to a fit position under its body for
another movement forward, by which the spine is again straightened out so as to take a fresh hitch up on the posteriors. This
is the leisurely and natural movement on land when not disturbed, the body being carried clear of the ground.
The radical difference in the form and action of the hinder
feet cannot fail to strike the eve
.. at once. They are one-seventh
longer and very much lighter and more slender; they, too, are
merged in the body like those anterior; nothing can be seen of
the leg above the tarsal joint.
The shape of this hind flipper is strikingly like a human foot,
provided the latter were drawn out to a length of 20 or 22
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inches, the instep flattened down and the toes run out into
thin, membraneous, oval-tipped points, only skin-thick, leaving three strong cyl\ndrical grayish horn-colored nails, half an
inch long, back six inches from these skinny toe-ends, without
any nails to mention on the big and little toes.
On the· upper side of this foot the hair comes down to the
point where the metatarsus and phalangeal bones joint and
fades out; from this junction tlle phalanges, about six inches
down to the nails, are entirely bare and stand ribbed up in bold
relief on the membrane which unites them as a web; the nails
mark the ends of the. phalangeal bones and their union in turn
with the cartilaginous processes, which run rapidly tapering
and flattening, out to the ends of the thin toe-flaps.
Now, as we look at this fur-seal's progression, that which
seems most odd is the gingerly manner (if I may lJe allowed
to use the expression) iu which it carries these hmd-flippers;
they are held out at right angles from the body directly opposite the pelvis, the toe-ends and flaps slightly waving and curling or drooping oYer, supported daintily, as it were, above the
earth, only suffering its weight behind to fall upon the heels,
which are opposed to each other scarcely five inches apart.
We shall, as we see birn again later in the season, have to
notice a different mode of progression, both when lording it
over his harem or when be grows shy and restless at the end
of the breeding-season, and now proceed to notice him in the
order of his arrival and that of his family, his behavior during
the long period of fasting and unceasing activity and vigilance
and other cares which devolve upon him, as the most eminent
of all polygamists in the brute world; and to fully comprehend
this exceedingly interesting animal, it will be necessary to refer
to my drawings and paintings made from it and its haunts.
The adult males are first to arrh·e in the spring on the ground
deserted by all classes the preceding year.
Between the 1st and 5th of ~lay, usually, a few bulls will be
found scattered over the rookeries pretty close to the water.
They are at this time quite shy and sensitive, not yet being
• satisfied with the land, and a great many spend clay after day
before coming ashore idly swimming out among the breakers· a
little distance from the land, to which they seem so mew hat reluctant at first to repair. The first arrivals are not always the
oldest bulls, but may be said to be the finest and most ambitious of their class; they are full-grown and able to hold their
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stations on the rocks, which they immediately take up after
coming ashore.
I am not able to say authoritatively that these animals como
back and take up the same position on tbe breeding-ground~
occupied by them during tbe preceding season; from my
knowledge of their action and habit, and from what I have
learned of the natives, I should say that very few, if any oi
them, make such a selection and keep these places yPar after
year. One old bull was pointed. out to me on the Reef Garbutch Rookery as being known to the natives as a regular visitor at, close by, or on the 8arne rock every season during the
paRt three years, but be failed to re-app~ar on tlle fourth; but
if these animals came each to a certain place and occupied it
regull;lrly, season after season, I think the natives here would
know it definitely; as it is, th~y do not. I think it very likely,
however, that the older bulls come back to the same rookeryground where they spent the previous season, but take up their
positions on it just as the circumstances attending their arrival
will permit, such as fighting other seals which have arrived before them, &c.
With the object of testing this matter, the Russians, during
the early part of their possession, cut off the ears from a given
number of young male· seals driven up for that purpose from
one of the rookeries, and the result was that cropped seals were
found on nearly all the different rookeries or "hauling-grounds"
on the islands after. The same experiment was made by agents
two years ago, who had the left ears taken off from a hundred
young males which were found on Lukannon Rookery, Saint
Paul's Island; of these the natives last year found two on Novashtosh-nah Rookery, ten miles north of Lukannon, and two
or three from English Bay and Tolstoi Rookery, six miles west
by water; one or two were taken on Saint George's Island, tllirty-six miles to the sout.heast, and not one from Lukannon w::~s
found among those that were driven from there; and, probably, had all the young males on the two islands been driven up
and examined, the rest would have been found distribnted q11ite
equally all around, altllough the natives say that they think
the cutting off ·of the animal's ear gives the water such access
to its bead as to cause its death; this, however, I think requires confirmation. These experimeo·s 'Yonld tend to prove
that when the sea.ls approach the islands in the spriug, they
havP. nothing but a general instinctiYe appreciation of the fit-
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ness of the land as a whole, and no especial fondness for any
particular spot.
.
The landing of the seals upon the respecth-e rookeries is influenced greatly by the direction of the wind· at the time of
approach to the islands. The prevailing winds, coming from
the northeast, north, and northwest, carry far out to sea the
odor or scent of the pioneer bulls, which have located themselves on different breeding-grounds three or four weeks usually
in ad vance of the masses ; and hence it will be seen that the
rookeries on the south and southeastern shores of Saint Paul's
Island receive nearly all the seal-life, although there are miles
of eligible grouml on the north shore.
To settle this question, however, is an exceedingly difficult
matter ; for th.e identification of individuals, from one season t()
another, among the hundreds of thousands, and even millions,
that come uncler the eye on a single one of these great rookeries, is really impossible.
From the time of the first arrivals in' May up to the 1st of
June, or as late as the middle of this month, if the weather be
clear, is an interval in which everything seems quiet; very few
seals are added to the pioneers. By the 1st of June, however,
or thereabouts, the foggy, humid weather of summer sets in,
and with it the bull-seals come up by hundreds and thousands,.
and locate themselves in advantageous positions for the reception of the females, which are generally three weeks or a month
later, as a rule.
The labor of locating and maintaining a position in the rookery is really a serious business for those bulls which come in
last, and for those that occupy the water-line, frequently resulting in death from severe wounds in combat sustained.
It appears to be a well-understood principle among the ablebodied bulls that each one shall remain undisturbed on his
ground, which is usually about ten feet square, provided he is
strong enough to hold it against all comers; for the crowding
in of fresh bulls often causes the removal of many of those
who, though equally able-bodied at first, have exhausted themselves by fighting earlier, and are driven by the fresher animals
back farther and higher up on the rookery.
Some of these bulls show wonderful strength and courage.
I have marked one veteran, who was among the first to take up
his position, and that one on the water-line, where at least 1ifty
or sixty desperate battles were fought victoriously by him1
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with nearly as many different seals, who coveted his position,
and when the fighting-season was O\,.er, (after the cows have
mostly all hauled up,) I saw him, covered with scars and gashes
raw and bloody, an eye gouged out, but lording it bravely over
his harem of fifteen or twenty cows, all huddled together on
the same spot he had first chosen.
The fighting is mostly or entirely done with the mouth, the
opponents seizing each other with the teeth and clenching
the jaws; nothing but sheer strength can shake them loose,
and that effort almost always leaves an ugly woun<l, the sharp
canines tearing out deep gutters in the skin and l>lubber or
·
shretlding the flippers into ribbon-strips.
They usually approach each other with averted heads and a
great many false passes before either one or the other takes the
initiative by griping; the beads are darted out and back as quick
as flash, their hoarse roaring and shrill, piping whistle never
ceases, while their fat bodies writhe and swell with exertion and
rage, fur flying in air and blood streaming down-all combined
make a picture fierce and savage enough, and, from its great
novelty, exceedingly strange at first sight.
In these battles the parties are always distinct, the offensive
and the defensive; if the latter pro,?es the weaker he withdraws from the position occupie<l, and is never followed by his
conqueror, who complacently throws up one of his hind flippers,
fans himself as it were, to cool himself from the heat of the
conflict, utters a peculiar chuckle of satisfaction or contempt,
with a sharp eye open for the next covetous bull or '' seecatch."*
'rhe period occupied by the males in taking and holding their
positions on the rookery offers a favorable opportunity in
which to study them in the thousand and one different attitudes
and postures assumed between the two extremes of desperate
conflict and deep sleep-sleep so sound that one can, by keeping to the leeward, approach close enough, stepping softly, to
pull the whiskers of any one taking a nap on a clear place; but
after the first touch to these whiskers the trifler must jump
back with great celerity, if he has any regard for the sharp
teeth and tremendous shaking which will surely overtake him
if he does not.
The neck, chest, and shoulders of a fur-seal bull comprise
*"See-catch," native name for the bulls on the rookeries, especially those
which are able to maintain their position.
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more than t.wo-thir<ls of his whole weigllt, and in this long
thick neck and fore limbs is embodied the larger portion of his
strength; when on laud, with the fore feet he does all climbing
over rocks, over the grassy hummocks back of the rookery, the
hind flippers being gathered up after every second step forward,
as described ~n the manner of walking ; these fore feet are the
propelling power when in water, almost exclusively, the hinder
ones being used as rudders chiefly.
The covering to the body is composed of two coats, one being
of short, crisp, glistening over-hair, and the other a close, soft,
elastic pelage, or fur, wllich gives distinctive value to the pelt.
At this season of first '' hauling up " in the spring, the prevailing color of tbe bulls, after they dry off and have been exposed to the weather, is a dark, dull brown, with a sprinkling
of lighter brown-black, and a number of lloary or frosted-gray
coats; on the shoulders the mTer-hair is either a gray or rufousocller, called the '~ wig; " these colors are most intense upon
the back of the head, neck, aud spine, being lighter underneath.
Tile skin of the muzzle and flippers, a dark bluish black, fading
to a reddish and purplish tint in some. The ears and tail are
also similar in tint to the body, being in the case of the former
a trifle ligllter; the ears on a bull fur-seal are from an inch to
an inch and a half in length; the pavilions tightly rolled up on
themselves so that they are similar in shape and size to the little finger on the human hand, cut off at the second (phalangeal)_
joint, a sllade more cone-shaped, for they are greater iu <liameter at the base tban at the tip.
I think it probable that the animal has and exerts the power
of compresRing or dilating this scroll-l"ke lJavilion to its ear,
accordingly as it dives deep or rises in the water; and also, I
am quite sure that the hair-seal has tbis contn;'l over the meatus
exte·n~~ts, from what I have seen of it; but I have not been able
to verif:V it in either case by observation; but such opportunity
as I have bad, gives me undoubted proof of the greatest keenness in hearing; for it is impossible to approach one, even when
sound asleep ; if you make any noise, frequently no matter how
slight, the alarm will be given instantly by the insignificantlooking auditors, and the animal, rising up with a single motion
erect, gives you a stare of astonishment, and at this season of
defiance, together with incessent surly roaring, growling, and
" spitting."
This spitting, as I call it, is by no means a fair or full cxpresD AL
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sion of the most characteristic sound and action, peculiar, so far
as I have observed, to the fur-seals, the bulls in particular. It
is the usual prelude to their combats, and follows somewhat in
this way: when the two disputants are nearly within reaching
or striking distance, they make a number of feints or false
pa:..ses at one another, with the mouth wide open and lifting
the lips or snarling, so as to exhibit the glistening teeth, and
with each pass they expel the air so violent1y through the
larynx as to make a rapid choo-choo-choo sound, like the steampuffs in the smoke-stack of a locomotive when it starts a heavy
train, and especially when the driving-wheels slip on the rail.
All the bulls now have the power and frequent inclination to
utter four entirely distinct calls or notes-a hoarse, resonant
roar, loud and long; a low gurgling growl; a ohuclding, sibilant, piping whistle, of which it is impossible to convey an adequate idea, for it must be heard to be understood; and this
spitting, just described. The cows* have but one note-a hollow, prolonged, bla,.a-ting call, addressed only to their pups;
on all other occasions they are usually silent. It is something
like the cry of a calf or sheep. They also make a spitting
sound, and snort, when suddenly disturbed. The pups "bla-at"
also, with little or no variation, the sound being somewhat
weaker and hoarser than that of their mothers for the first two
or three weeks after birth; they, too, spit and cough when
aroused suddenly from a nap or driven into a corner. A. number of pups crying at a short distance off bring to mind very
strongly the idea of a flock of sheep " baa-ew-ing."
Indeed, so similar is the sound that a number of sheep
brought up from San Francisco to Saint George's Island during
the summer of 1873 were constantly attracted to the rookeries,
,..Without explanation 1 may be considered as making use of misapplied
terms in describing these animals, for the inconsistency of coupling "pups"
with "cows" and " bulls," and "rookeries" with the breeding-grounds of the
same, cannot fail to be noticed; but this nomenclature has been given and
used by the English and American whalemen and sealing-parties for many
years, and the characteristic features of the seals suit the odtlnaming exactly, so much so that I have felt satisfied to retain the style throughout as
rendering my description more intelligible, especially so to those who are engaged in the busi:J?.eSs or may be hereafter. The Russians are more consistent, but not so "pat." The bull is called "see-catch," a term implying
strength, vigor, &c.; the cow," matkah," or mother; the pups," kotickie,"
or little seals; the non-breeding males, under six and seven years, '' holluschickie," or bachelors. The name applied collectively to the fur-seal by
them is " morskie-kot," or sea-cat.
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running in among the seals, ancl bad to be driYen away to a
good feeding-ground by a small boy detailed for the purpose.
The sound arising from these great breeding-grounds of the
fur-seal, where thousands upon thousands of angry, vigilant
bulls are roaring, chuckling, piping, and multitudes of sealmothers are calling in hollow, bla-ating tones to their young,
which in turn respond incessantly, is simply indescribable. It
is, at a slight distance, softened into a deep booming, as of a
cataract, and can be heard a long distance off at sea, under
favorable circumstances as far as five or six miles, and frequently warns vessels that may be approaching the islands in
thick, foggy weather, of the positiYe, though !lnseen, proximity
of land. Night and day, throughout the season, the din of the
rookeries ]s ~teady and constant.
The seals seem to suffer great inconvenience from a comparatively low degree of heat; for, with a temperature of 460 and
480 on land, during the summer, they show signs of distress from
heat whenever they make any exertion, pant, raise their hind
flippers, and use them incessantly as fans. With the thermometer at 55°-uoo, they seem to suffer even when at rest, and at
such times the eye is struck by the kaleidoscopic appearance
of a rookery, on which a million seals are spread out in every
imaginable position their bodies can assume, all industriously
fanning themselves, using sometimes the fore flippers as ventilators, as it were, by holding them aloft motionless, at the
same moment fanning briskly with the bind flipper, or flippers,
according as they sit or lie. This wavy motion of flapping and
fanning gives a peculiar shade of hazy indistinctness to the
whole scene, which is difficult to express in language; but one
of the most prominent characteristics of the fur-seal is this fanning manner in which they use their flippers, when seen on the
breeding-grounds in season. They also, when idling, as it
were, oft' shore at sea, lie on their sides, with only a partial exposure of the body, the head submerged, and hoist up a fore or
hind flipper clear of the water, while scratching themselves or
enjoying a nap; but in this position there is no fanning. I say
"scratching," because the seal, in common with all animals, is
preyed upon by vermin, a species of louse and a tick, peculiar
to itself.
All the bulls, from the very first, that ha-ve been able to hold
their positions, have not left them for an instant, night or day,
nor do they do so until the end of the rutting-season, which
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subsides entirely between the 1st and lOth of August, beginning shortly after the coming of the cows in June. Of necessity,
therefore, this causes them to fast, to abstain entirely from food
of any kind, or water, for three months, at least, and a few of
them stay four months before going into the water for the :first
time after hauling up in l\Iay.
This alone is remarkable enough, but it is simply wonderful
when we come to associate the condition '\lith the unceasing
activity, restlessness, and duty devolved upon the bulls as
beads and fathers of large families. They do not stagnate, like
bears in caves; it is evidently accomplished or due to the absorption of their ~wn fat, '\lith which they are so liberally supplied when they take their positions on the bree<ling-ground,
and which gradually diminishes while they remain on it. But
still E\Ome most remarkable provision must be made for the entire torpidity of the stomach and bowels, consequent upon their
being empty an<l unsupplied duriu·g this long period, which,
bowe,er, in spite of the violation of a suppose<l physiological
law, does not seem to affect them, for they come back ju:st as
sleek, fat, and ambitious as e\er in the following season.
I have examined the stomachs of a number which were <lriven
up and killed imme<liately after their arrh~al in the spring, a11d
natives here have seen hundreds, even tllousandi-;, of them
during the killing-season in June and July, but in no case has
an,ything been foun<l other than the bile anll ordinary secretions of healthy organs of this class, with the exception only of
finding in et·ery one a snarl or cluster of worms,* from the size of
a walnut to that of one's :fist, the fast apparently having no effect
on them, for when three or four hundred old bulls were slaughtered late in the fall, to supply the natives with "bidarkee" or
canoe skins, I found these worms in a lively condition in every
paunch cut open, and their presence, I think, gives some reason
for the habit wbich these old bulls have of swallowing small
bowlders, the stones in some of the stomachs weighing half a
pound or so, and in one paunch I found about fi.ye pounds in
the aggregate of larger pebbles, which in grinding against one
another must destroy, in a great measure, these intestinal pests.
The sea-lion is also troubled in the same way by a similar
species of worm, and I have preserved a stomach of one of these
animals in which are more than ten pounds of bowlders, some of
them alone quite large. The greater size of this animal enables
*Nematoda.
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it to swallow stones. which weigh two and three pounds. I can
ascribe no other cause for this habit among these animals than
that given, as they are of the highest type of the carnivora,
eating fish as a ·regular means of subsistence; varying the monotony of this diet with occa~ional juicy fronds of sea-weed, or
kelp, and perhaps a crab, or such, once in a while, provided it
is small and tender, or soft-shelled.
Between the 12th and 14th of June the first of the cow-seals
come up from the sea, and the bulls signalize it by a universal,
spasmodic, desperate fighting among themselves.
The strong contrast between the males and females in size
and shape is heighteneu by the air of exceeding peace and
amiability which the latter class exhibit.
The cows are from 4 to 4~ feet in length from head to tail,
and much more shapely in their proportions than the bulls, the
neck and shoulders being not near so fat and heavy in proportion to the posteriors.
'Vhen they come up, wet and dripping, they are of a dull,
dirty-gray color, darker on the back and upper parts, but in a
few hours the transformation made by drying is wonderful;
you would hardly believe they could be the same animals, for
they now fairly glisten with a rich steel and maltese-gray luster
on the back of the head, neck, and spine, which blends into an
almost pure white on the chest and abdomen. But this beautiful coloring in turn is altered by exposure to the weather, for
in two or three days it will gradually change to a dull, rufous
ocher below, and a cinereous-brown and gray-mixed above; this
color they retain throughout the breeding-season up to the time
of shedding the coat in August.
The head and eye of the female are really attractive; the expression is exceedingly gentle and intelligent; the large, lustrous eyes, in the small, well-formed head, apparently gleam
with benignity and satisfaction when she is perched up on some
convenient rock and has an opportunity to quietly fan herself.
The cows appear to be driven on to the rookeries by an accurate instinctive appreciation of the time in which their period
of gestation ends; for in all cases marked by myself, the pups
are born soon after landing, some in a few hours after, but
most usually a day or two elapses before delivery.
They are noticed and received by the bulls on the water-line
stations with much attention; they are alternately coaxed and
urged up on to the rocks, and are immediately under the most
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jealous supervision; but owing to the covetous and ambitious
nature of the bulls, wbich occupy the stations reaehing way
back from the water-line, tbe little cows have a rough-and-tumble time of it when they begin to arrive in small numbers at
first; for no sooner is the pretty animal fairly established on
the station of bull number one, who bas installed her there, he
perhaps sees another one of her style down in the water from
which she bas just come, and in obedience to his polygamous
feeling, he devotes himself anew to coaxing the later arri,Tal in
the same winning manner so successful in her case, when bull
number two, seeing bull number one off his guard, reaches out
with his long strong neck and picks the unhappy but passive
creature up by the scruff of hers, just as a cat does a kitten,
and deposits her on his seraglio-ground; then bulls number
three, four, and so on, in the vicinity, seeing this high-handed
operation, all assail one another, and especially btJll nmnber
two, and have a tremendous fight, perhaps for half a minute or
so, and during this commotion the cow generally is moved or
moves farther back from the water, two or three stC~.tion s more,
where, when all gets quiet, she usually remains in peace. Her
last lord and master, not having the exposure to such diverting
temptation as had her first, he ghTes her such care that she not
only is unable to leave did she wish, but no other bull can seize
upon her. This is only one instance of the many different trials
and tribulations which both parties on the rookery subject
themselves to before the harems are filled. Far back, fifteen or
twenty stations deep from the water-line sometimes, but generally not more on an average than ten or fifteen, the cows
crowd in at the close of the season for arriving, July 10 to 14,
and then they are able to go about pretty much as they please,
for the bulls have become greatly enfeebled by this constant
fighting and excitement during the past two months, and are
quite content with even only one or two partners.
The cows seem to haul in compact bodies from the water up
to the rear of the rookeries, never scattering about over the
ground; and they will not lie quiet in any position outside of
the great mass of their kind. This is due to their intensely
gregarious nature, and for the sake of protection. They also
select land with Rpecial reference to the drainage, having a
great dislike to water-puddled ground. This is well shown on
Saint Paul.
I have found it difficult to ascertain the average number of
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cows to one bull on the rookery, but I think it will be nearly
correct to as~ign to each male from twel-ve to fifteen females,
occupying the stations nearest the water, and those back in the
rear
from five to nine. I have counted forty-five cows all under
1
the charge of one bull, wllich had them penned up on a fiat tablerock, near Keetavie Point; tlle bull was enabled to do tllis quite
easily, as there was but one way to go to or come from this
seraglio, aD<l on this path the old Turk took his stand and
guarded it well.
At the rear of all these rookeries there is always a large number of able-bodied bulls, who wait patiently, but in vain, for
families, most of them having had to :fight as desperately for
the privilege of being there as any of their more fortunatelylocated neighbors, who are nearer the water than themseh·es;
but the cows do not like to be in any outside position, where
they are not in close company, l3·ing most quiet and content in
the largest harems, and these large families pack the surface of
the ground so tllickly, that there is hardly moving or turning
room until the females cease to come up from the sea; but the ·
inaction on the part of the bulls in the rear during the ruttingseason only serves to qualify them to move into the places
vacated by those males who are obliged to leave from exhaustion, and to take the positions of jealous and fearless protectors
for the young pups in the fall.
The courage with which the fur-seal holds his position, as
the head and guaruian of a family, is of the -very higllest order,
compared with tllat of other animals. I ha-ve repeatedly tried
to drive them when ' they have fairly established themselves,
and have almost always failed, using e-very stone at my command, making all the noise I could, and, :finally, to put their
~ourage to the full test, I walked up to within 20 feet of a bull
at the rear and extreme end of Tolstoi Rookery, who had four
cows in charge, and commenced with my double-barreled
breech-loading shot-gun to pepper llim all over with mustardseed or dust shot. !lis bearing, in spite of the noise, smell of
powder, and pain, did not change in the least from the usual
attitude of determined defense which nearly all the bulls assume when attacked with showers of stones and noise; he
would dart out right and left and catch the cows, which timidly attempted to run after each report, and fling and drag
them back to their places; then, stretching up to his full height,
look me directly and defiantly in the face, roaring and spitting
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most vehemently. The cows, however, soon got away from
him; but be still stood his ground, making little charges on me
of 10 or 15 feet in a succession of gallops or lunges, spitting
furiously, and then retreating to the old position, back of which
.lte would not go, fully resolved to bold his own or die in the
attempt.
This courage is all the more noteworthy from the fact that,
in regard to man, jt is in~ariably of a defensive character.
The seal, if it makes you turn when you attack it, never follows you much farther than the boundary of its station, and
no aggravation will compel it to become offensive, as far as I
have been able to observe.
The cows, during the whole season, do great credit to their
amiable expression by their manner and behavior on the rookery; never fight or quarrel one with another, and never or seldom utter a cry of pain or rage when they are roughly handled
by the bulls, who frequently get. a cow between them ancl tear
the skin from her back, cutting deep gashes into it, as they
snatch her from mouth to mouth. These wounds, however,
heal rapi<lly, and exhibit no traces th e next year.
The cows, like the bulls, vary much in weight. Two were
taken from the rookery nearest Saint Paul's Village, after they
had been (Telivered of their young, and the respective weights
were 56 and 101 pounds, the former being about three or four
years olll, and the latter o~er six. They both were fa,t and in
excellent condition.
It is quite out of the question to give a fair idea of the positions in which the seals rest when on land. They may be
said to assume every possible attitude wllich a flexible body can
be put into. One favorite position, especially with the cows, is
to perch upon a point or top of some rock and throw their
heads back upon their shoulders, with the nose held aloft, then,
closing their eyes, take short naps without changing, now and
then gently fanning with one or the other of the long, slender
hind flippers; another, and the most common, is to curl themselves up, just as a dog does on a hearth-rug, bringing the tail
and the nose close together. They also stretch out, laying the
head straight with the body, and sleep for an hour or two without moving, holding one of the hinder flippers up all the time,
now and then gently wa~ing it, the eyes being tightly closed.
The sleep of the fur-seal, from the old bull to the young pup,
is always accompanied by a nervous, muscular twitching and
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slight shifting of the flippers; quivering and uneasy rolling ·of
the bod~T' accompanied by a quick folding anew of the fore
flippers, which are signs, as it were, of their having nightmares, or sporting, perhaps, in a visionary way, far off in some
dream-land sea; or disturbed, perhaps more probably, by their
intestinal parasites. I have studied hundreds of all elasses,
stealing softly up so closely that I could lay my hand on them,
and have always found the sleep to be of this nervous description. The respiration is short and rapid, but with no breathing (unless your ear is brought very close) or snoring sound;
the heaving of the flanks only indicates the action. I have
frequently thought that I had succeeded in finding a snoring
seal, especially among the pups, but a close examination always
gave some abnormal reason for it, generally a slight distemper,
by which the nostrils were stopped up to a greater or less
degree.
As I have smd before, tb'e cows, soon after landing, are ue- ·
livered of their young.
Immediately after the birth of the pup, (twins are rare, if
ever,) it :find::; its voice, a weak, husky blaat, and begins to paddle about, with eyes wide open, in a confused sort of way for a
few minutes until the mother is ready to give it aLtention, and,
still later, suckle it; and for this purpose she is provided witll
four small, brown nipples, placed about eight inches apart,
lengthwise witli the body, on the abdomen, between the fore
and hinder flippers, with some four inches of space between
them transversely. Tlle nipples are not usually visible; only
seen through the hair and fur. The milk is abnndant, rich,
and creamy. The pups nurse very heartily, gorging themselves.
The pup at birth, and for the next three months, is of a jetblack color, hair, eyes, and flippers, save a tiny white patch
just back of each fore foot, and weighs from 3 to 4 pounds, and
12 to 14 inches long; it does not seem to nurse more than once
every two or three days, but in this I am most likely mistaken,
for they may have received attention from the mother in the
night or other times in the day when I was unable to watch
them.
The apathy with which the young are treated by the old on
the breeding-grounds is somewhat strange. I have never seen
a cow caress or fondle her offspring, and should it stray but a
short distance from the harem, it can be picked up aud killed
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before the mother's eyes without causing her to show the
slightest concern. The same indifference is exhibited by the
bull to all that takes place outside of the boundary of his seraglio. vVhile the pups are, hmYever, within the limits of his
harem-ground, he is a jealous and fearless protector; but if the
little animals pass beyond this boundary, then tbey may be
carried off without the slightest attention in their behalf from
their guardian.
It is surprising to me how few of the pups get crushed to
death while the ponderous bulls are flountleriug over them
when engaged in fighting. l haYe seen two bulls dash at each
other with all the energy of furious rage, meeting right fn the
midst of a small" pod" of forty or :llfty pups, trampling on,r
them with their crushing weights, all(l bo~Xling them out right
and left in every direction~ without injuring a single one. I do
not think more than 1 per cent. of the pups Lorn each season
are lost in this manner on the rookeries.
To test the -vitality of these little animals, I kept one in the
house to ascertain how long it could li\e without nursing,
having taken it immediately after birth and before it could get
any taste of its mother's milk; it li-ved nine days, and in the
whole time half of e\ery day was spent in floundering about
over the floor, accompanying the mo\ement with a persistent
hoarse blaating. This experiment certainl,y shows wonderful
vitality, and is worthy of an animal that can li\e four months
without food or water and preserve enough of its latent strength
and -vigor at the end of that time to go far off to sea, and return
as fat and hearty as ever during the next season.
In the pup, the head is the only disproportionate feature
when it is compared with the proportion of the adult form, the
neck being also relati\ely shorter and thicker. I shall have to
speak again of it, as it grows and changes, wllen I finish with
the breeding-season now under consideration.
The cows appear to go to and come from the water quite fre-quently, and usually return to the spot, or its neighborhood,
where they leave their pups, crying out for them, and recognizing the individual replies, thougll ten thousand around, all together, should blaat at once. Tiley quickly single out tlleir
.own and attend them. It would be a very unfortunate matter
if the mothers could not identify their young by sound, since
their pups get together like a great swarm of bees, spread out
upon the ground in "pods" or groups, while they are young,
..
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and not very large, but by the middle and end of September,
until they leave in November, they cluster together, sleeping
and frolicking by tens of thousands. A mother comes up from
the water, where she has been to wash, and perhaps to feed,
for the last d;:ty or two, to about where she thinks her pup
should be, but misses it, and finds instea<l a swarm of pups in
which it has been incorporated, owing to its great fondness for
society. The mother, without at first enteriug into the crowd
of thousands, calls out, just as a sheep does for her lamb, listens, and out of all the din she-if not at first, at the end of a
few trials-recognizes the voice of her offspring, and then advances, striking out right and left, and over the crowd~ toward
the position from which it replies; but if the pup at this time
happens to be asleep she hears nothing from it, even though it
were close by, and in this case the cow, after calling for a time
without being answered, curls herself up and takes a nap, or
lazily basks, and is most likely more successful when she calls
again.
The pups themselves do not know their mothers, but they
are so constituted that they incessantly cry out at short intervals during the whole time they are awake, and in this way a
mother can pick, out of the monotonous blaating of thousands
of pups, her own, and she will not permit any other to suckle.
Between the end of July an<l the 5th or 8th of August the
rookeries are completely changed in appearance; the systematic
and regular disposition of the families, or harems, over the
whole extent of ground bas disappeared; all order heretofore
existing seems to be broken up. The rutting-season over, those
bulls wllich held positions now leave, most of them very thin
in flesh and weak, and I think a large proportion of them do
not come out again on tile land during the season; and such as
<lo come, appear, not fat, but in good flesh, and in a new coat
of rich dark and gray-brown hair and fur, with gray and grayish-ocher "wigs" or over-hair on the shoulders, forming a
strong contrast to the dull, rusty-brown and umber dress in
which they appeared during the summer, and which they bad
begun to she<l about the 15th of August, in common with the
CO\\S and bachelor seals. After these bulls leav:e, at the close
of their season's work, those of them that do return to the land
do not come back until the end of September, and do not haul
up on the rookery-grounds as a rule, preferring to llerd together,
as do the young males, on the sand-beaches and other rocky
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points close to the water. The cows, pups, and those bulls
which haYe been in retirement, now take possession, in a very
disorderly manner, of the rookeries; also, come a large number
of young, three, four, and five year old males, who have not
been permitted to land among the cows, during the ruttingseason, by the older, stronger bulls, who have savagely fought
them off when ever they made (as they constantly <lo) an attempt
to land.
Three-fourths, at least, of the cows are now off in the w·ater,
only coming ashore to nurse and look after their pups a sllort
time. They lie idly out in the rollers, ever and anon turning
over and over, scratching their backs and sides with their fore
and hind flippers. Nothing is more suggestive of immense
comfort and enjoyment than is this action of these animals.
They appear to get very lousy on the breeding-groun<l, and the
frequent winds and showers drive and spatter sand into their
fur and eyes, making the latter quite sore in many cases. They
also pack the soil under foot so hard and solid that it holds
water in the surface depressions, just like so many rock basins,
on the rookery; out and into these puddles they flounder and
patter incessantly, until evaporation slowly abates the nuisance.
The pups sometimes get so thoroughly plastered in these
muddy, slimy puddles, that their hair falls off in patches, giving
them the appearance of being troubled with scrofula or some
other plague, at first sight, but they are not, from my observation, permanently injured.
Early in August (8th) the pups that are nearest the water on
the rookeries essay swimming, but make slow and clumsy progress, floundering about, when over head in depth, in the most
awkward manner, thrashing the water with their fore flippers,
not using the hinder ones. In a few seconds, or a minute at
the most, the youngster is so weary that he crawls out upon
the rocks or beach, and immediately takes a recuperative nap,
repeating the lesson as quick as he awakes and is rested. They
soon get familiar with the water, and delight in it, swimming
in enc}.less evolutions, twisting, turning, diving, and when exhausted, they draw up on the beach again, shake themselves as
young dogs do, either going to sleep on the spot, or having a
lazy frolic among themselves.
In thi::; matter of learning to swim, I have not seen any
"<lriving" of the young pups into the water by the old in order
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to teach them this process, as has been affirmed by writers on
the subject of seal-life.
The pups are constantly shifting, at the close of the ruttingseason, back and forth over the rookery in large squads, sometimes numbering thousands. In the course of these changes
of position they all come sooner or later in conta•ct with the sea;
the pup blunders into the water for the first time in a most
awkward manner, and gets out again as quick as it can, but so
far from showing any fear or dislike of this, its most natural
element, as soon as it rests from its exertion, is immediately
!'eady for a new trial, and keeps at it, if the sea is not too
stormy or rough at the time, until it becomes quite familiar
with the water, and during all this period of self-tuition it
seems to thoroughly enjoy the exercise.
By the 15th of September all the pups have becomP. familiar
with the water, have nearly all deserted the background of
the rookeries and are down by tbe water's edge, and skirt the
rocks and beaches for long distances on ground prm·ionsly unoccupied by seals of any class.
They are now about five or six times their original weight, and
are beginning to shed their black hair and take on their second
coat, which does not vary at this age between. the sexes. They
do this very slowly, and cannot be called out of molting or
shedding until the middle of October, as a rule.
The pup's second coat, or sea-going jacket, is a uniform,
dense, light pelage, or under-fur, grayish in some, light-brown
in others, the fine, close, soft, and elastic hairs which compose
it being about one-half of an inch in length, and over-hair, twothirds of an inch long, quite coarse, giving the color by which
you recognize the condition. This over-hair, on the back, neck,
and head, is a dark chinchilla-gray, blending into a white, just
tinged with a grayish tone on the abdomen and chest. The
upper lip, where the whiskers or mustache takes root, is of a
lighter-gray tone than that which surrounds. This mustache
consists of fifteen or twenty longer or shorter whitish-gray
bristles (one-half to three inches) on each side and back of the
nostrils, which are, as I have before said, similar to that of a
dog.
The most attracth·e feature about the fur-seal pup, and upward as it grows, is the eye, which is exceedingly large, dark,
and liquid, with which, for beauty and amiability, together with
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intelligence of expression, those of no other animal can be compared. The lids are well supplied with eyelashes.
I do not think that their range of vision on land, or out of the
water, is very great. I have bad them (the adults) catch sight
of my person, so as to distinguish it as a foreign character, three
and four hundred paces off, with the wind blowing strongly
from them toward myself, but genera11y they will allow you to
approach very close indeed, before recognizing your strangeness,
and · the pups will scarcely notice the form of a human being
until it is fairly on them, whereupon they make a lively noise,
a medley of coughing, spitting, snorting, blaating, and get
away from its immediate vicinity, but instantly resume, howeV"er, their previous occupation of either sleeping or playing,
as though nothing bad happened.
But the power of scent is (together with their hearing, before
mentioned) exceedingly keen, for I have found that I would
moRt invariably awake them from soundest sleep if I got to the
windward, even when standing a consi.d erable distance off.
To recapitulate and sum up the system of reproduction on
the rookeries as the seals seem to have arranged it, I would say,
thatFirst. The earliest bulls appear to land in a negligent, judolent way, shortly after the rocks at the water's edge are free
from ice, frozen snow, &c. This is generally about the 1st to
the 5th of May. They land first and last in perfect confidence
and without fear, very fat, and of an average weight of :five
hundred pounds; some staying at the water's edge, some going
away back, in fact all over the rookery.
Second. That by the lOth or 12th of J nne, all the stations on
the rookeries have been mapped out, fought for, and held in
waiting for the cows by the strongest and most enduring bulls,
who are, as a rule, never under six years of age, and sometimes
three, and e-ven occasionally four times as old.
Third. That the cows make their first appearance, as a class,
by the 12th or 15th of June, in rather small numbers, but by
the 23d and 25th of this month they begin to flock up so as to
fill the harems very perceptibly, and by the 8th or lOth of July
they have most all come, stragglers excepted; average weight
eighty pounds .
.E~ourth. That the rutting-season is at its height from the lOth
to the 15th of July, and that it subsides entirely at the end of
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this month and early in August, and that it is confined entirely to the land.
Fifth. That the cows bear their first young when three years
of age.
Sixth. That the cows are limited to a single pup each, as a
rule, in bearing, and this is born soon after landing; no exception has thus far been witnessed.
Seventh. That the bulls who have held the harems leave for
the water in a straggling manner at the close of the ruttingseason, greatly emaciated, not returning, if at all, until six or
seven weeks have elapsed, and that the regular systematic distribution of families over the rookeries is at an end for the season,
a general medley of young ·bulls now free to come up from the
water, old males who have not been on seraglio duty, cows, and
an immense majority of pups, since only about 25 per cent.
of their mothers are out of the water at a time.
The rookeries lose their compactness and definite boundaries
by the 25th to 28th July, when the pups begin to haul back and
to the right and left in small squads at first, but as the season
goes on, by Lbe 18th .August, they swarm over three and four
times the area occupied by them when born on the rookeries.
The system of family arrangement and definite compactness of
the breeding-classes begins at this date to break up.
Eighth. That by the 8th or lOth of August the pups born
nearest the water begin to learn to swim, and by the 15th or
20th of September they are all familiar more or less with it.
Ninth. That by the middle of September the rookeries are·
entirely broken up, oniy confused, straggling bands of cows,
young bachelors, pups, and small squads of old bulls, crossing
and recrossing the ground in an aimless, listless manner; the
season is over, but many of these seals do not leave these
grounds until driven off by snow and ice, as late as the end of
December and 12th of January.
This recapitulation is the sum and substance of my observations on the rookeries, and I will now turn to the consideration
of the
H.A.ULING~GROUNDS,

upon which the yearlings and almost all the males under six
years come out from the sea in squads from a hundred to a.
thousand, and, later in the season, by hundreds of thousands,.
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to sleep and frolic, going from a quarter to half a mile back
from the sea, as at English Bay.
This class of seals are termed" holluschukie" (or" bachelor
seals") by the natives. It is with the seals of this division that
these people are most familiar, since they are, together w-ith a
few thousand pups and some old bulls, the only one~ driven up
to the killing-grounds for their skins, for reasons which are excellent, and which shall be given further on.
Since the "holluschukie" are not permitted b~· their own
kind to land on the rookeries and rest there, they ha ,.e the
choice of two methods of landing and locating.
One of these opportunities, and least used, is to pass up from
and down to the water, through a rookery on a pathway left by
common consent between the harems. On these lines of passage they are unmolested by the old and jealous bulls, who
guard the seraglios on either side as they go and come; gener·
ally there is a continual file of them on tl1e way, traveling up
or down.
.
As the two and three year old holluschukie come up in small
squads with the first bulls in the spring, or a few days later,
these common highways between the rear of the rookery-ground
and the sea get well defined aml traveled over before the arrh·al
of the cows; for just as the bulls crowd up for their stations, so
do the bachelors, young and old, increase. Tllese road ways
may be termed the lines of least resistance in a big rookery ;
they are not constant; they are sple:q.didly shown on the large
rookeries of Saint Paul's, one of them (Tolstoi) exllibiting this
feature finely, for the hauling-ground lies up back of the rookery, on a flat and rolling summit, 100 to 120 feet above tile sealevel. The young males and yearlings of both sexes come
through the rookery on tllese narrow path ways, and, before
reaching the resting-ground above, are obliged to climb up an
almost abrupt bluff, by following and struggling in the little
water-runs and washes wllich are worn in its face. As this
is a large hauling-ground, on which fifteen or twenty thousand
commonly lie every day during the season, the sight always, at
all times, to be seen, in the way of seal climbing and crawling,
was exceedingly novel and interesting. They climb over and
. up to places here where a clumsy man might at first sight
say he would be unable to ascend.
The other method by which the" holluschukie" enjoy themselves on land is the one most followed and favored. They, in
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this case, repair to the beaches unoccupied between the rookeries, and there extend themselves out all the way back from
the wa~er as far, in some cases, as a quarter of a mile, and even
farther. I have had under my eye, in one straightforward
sweep, from Zapad-nie to Tolstoi, (three miles,) a million and a
half of seals, at least, (about the middle of July.) Of these I
estimated fully one-half were pups, yearlings, and '' holluscLukie." The great majority of the two latter classes were hauled
out and packed thickly over the two miles of saud-beach and
fiat which lay between the rookeries; many large herds were
back as far from the water as a quarter of a mile.
A small flock of the younger ones~ from one to tllree years
old, will frequently stray away back from tile llauling-ground
lines, out and up onto the fresh moss and grass, and there
sport and play, one with another, just as puppy-dogs uo; and
when weary of this gamboling, a general disposition to sleep is
suduenly manifested, and they stretch themselves out and curl
up in all the positions and all the postures that their flexible
spines and ball-and-socket joints will permit. One will lie
upon his back; holding np his hind flippers, lazily waving them
jn the air, while e scrat0hes or rather rubs his ribs with the
fore bands alternately, the eyes beiug tightly closed; and the
breath, indicated by the heaving of his tlanks, drawn quickly
but regularly, as though in heavy sleep; another will be fiat
upon his stomach, his bind flippers drawn under and concealed,
while he tightly folds his fore feet back against his sides, just
as a fish will sometimes hold its pectoral fins; and so on, without end of variety, according to the ground and disposition of
the animals.
""\Vhile the young seals undoubtedly have the power of going
without food, they certainly do not sustain any long fasting
periods on land, for their coming and going is frequent and
irregular; for instance, three or four thick, foggy days \rill
sometimes call them out by hundreds of thousands, a million or
two, on the different hauling-grounds, where, in some cases,
they lie so closely together that scarcely a foot of ground, over
acres in extent, is bare; then a clearer and warmer day will
ensue, and the ground, before so thickly packed with animallife, will be almost deserted, compa1~atively, to be filled again
immediately on the recurrence of favorable weather. They are
in just as good condition of flesh at the end of the season as at
the first of it.
10 AL
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These bachelor-seals are, I am sure, without exception, the
most restless animals in the whole brute creation; they frolic
and lope about over the grounds for hours, without a moment's
cessation, and their sleep after this is short, and is accompanied
with nervous twitchings and uneasy movements; they seem to
be fairly brimful and overrunning with warm life. I have
nm--er observed anything like ill-humor grow out of their playing together; inYariably well pleased one with another in all
their frolicsome struggles.
The pups and yearlings have an especial fondness for sporting on the rocks which are just at the water's level, so as to be
alternately covered and uncovered by the sea-rollers. On· the
bare summit of these water-worn spots they struggle and
clamber, a dozen or two at a time, occasionally, for a single
rock; the strongest or luckiest one pushing the others all off,
which, however, simply redouble their efforts and tl'y to dislodge him, who thus has, for a few moments only, the advantage; for with the next roller and the other pressure, he generally is ousted, and the game is repeated. Sometimes, as well
as I could see, the same squad of "hollusc'hukie" played
around a rock thus situated, off "N ah Spe 1" rookery, during
the whole of one day; but, of course, they caunot be told apart.
The "holluschukie," too, are the champion swimmers; at
least they do about all the fancy tumbling and turning that is
done by the fur-seals when in the water around the islands.
The gra\e old bulls and their matronly companions seldom
indulge in any extravagant display, such as jumping out of the
water like so many dolphins, describing, as these youngsters
do, beautiful elliptic curves, rising three and even four feet
from the sea, with the back slightly arched, the fore flippers
folded back against the sides, anu the hinder ones extended and
pressed together straight out behind, plumping in head first,
re-appearing in the same manner after an interval of a few
seconds.
All classes will invariably make these dolphin-jumps when
they are suddenly surprised or are driven into the water, turning their heads, while sailing in the air, between the "rises"
and "plumps," to take a look at the cause of their disturbance.
They all swim with ·great rapidity, and may be fairly said to
dart with the velocity of a bird on the wing along under the
water; and in all their swimming I have not been able yet to
satisfy myself how they use their long, flexible, hind feet, other
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than as steering medium~. The propelling motion, if they have
any, is so rapid, that my eye is not quick enough to catch it;
the fore feet, however, can be very distinctly seen to work,
feathering forward and sweeping back flatly, opposed to the
water, with great rapidity and energy, and are evidently the
sole propulsive power.
All their movements in the water, when in traveling or sport,
are quick and joyous, and nothing is more suggestive of intense
satisfaction and great comfort than is the spectacle of a few
thousand old bulls and cows, off and from a rookery in August,
idly rolling over, side by side~ rubbing and scratching with
the fore and hind flippers, which are here and there stuck up
out of the water like lateen-sails, or ''cat-o'-nine tails," in either
case, as it may be.
.
When the '• holluschukie" are up on land they can be readily
separated into two classes by the color of their coats and size,
viz~ the yearlings, and the two, three, four, and five year old
bulls.
The .first class is dressed just as· they were after they shed
their pup-coats and took on the second the previous year, in
September and October, and now, as they come out in the
spring and summer, the males and females cannot be distinguished apart, either by color or size; both yearling sexes
having the same gray backs and white bellies, and are the
same in behavior, action, weight, and shape.
About the 15th and 20th of August they begin to grow
'' stagey," or shed, in common with all the other classes, the
pups excepted. The over-hair requires about six weeks from
the commencement of the dropping or falling out of the old
to its full renewal.
1'he pelage, or fur, which is concealed externally by the hair,
is also shed, and renewed slowly in the same manner; but,
being so mtwh :finer than the hair, it is not so apparent. It was
to me a great surprise to "learn," from a man who has been
heading a seal-killing party on these islands during the past
three years, and the Government agent in charge of these interests, that the seal never shed its fur; that the over-hair only
was cast off and replaced. To prove that it does, bowever, is a
very simple matter, and does not require the aid of a microscope. For example, take up a prime spring or fall skin, after
every single over-hair on it has been plucked out, and you will
have difficulty: either to so blow upon the thick, fine fur, or
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to part it with the fingers, as to sho~ the hide from \Yhich it
has grown; tllen take a " stagey" skin, by the end of August
and early in September, when all the over-hair is present, aboul
one-third to one-half grown, and the first puff you expend upon
it easily shows tlle hide below, sometimes quite a broad welt.
This under-fur, or pelage, is so fine and delicate, and· so much
concealed and shaded by the course over-hair, that a careless
eye may be pardoneu for any such blunder, but only a very
casual observer could make it.
Tlle yearling cows retain the colors of the old coat in the new,
and from this time on shed, year after year, just so, for the
young anu the old cows look alike, as far as color goes, "·hen
they haul up on the rookeries in the summer.
The yearling males, however, malye a radical change, coming
out from their "stagines:s" in a uniform dark-gray and gra;yblack mixed and lighter, and dark ocher, on the under and UlJ·
per parts, respectively. Tllis coat, next year, when they come
up on the hauling-grounds, is very dark, and is so for the third,
fourth, and fifth years, when, after this, they begin to grow
more gray and brown, year by year, with rufous -ocher and
whitish-gray tipped over-hair on the shoulders. Some of the
very old bulls become changed to uuiform dull grayish-ocher
all oYer.
The female does not get her full growth and weight until the
end of her fourth year, so far as I have obsen·etl, but does the
most of her growing in the first t\lo.
The male does not get his full growth and weigllt until the
close of his seyenth year, but realizes most of it bj' the end of
the fifth, osteologically, and from this it llla3· be, perhaps, truly
inferred that the bulls live to an a\yerage age of eighteen or
twenty years, if undisturbed in a norlllal condition, and that the
cows attain ten or twelve under the same circumstances. Their
respectiYe weights, when fully mature and fat in ~he spring,
will, I think, strike an average of four to fiye hundred pounds
for the male and from seventy to eighty for the female.
From the fact that all the young seals do not change much in
weight, from the time of their first cowing out in the spring
till that of their leaving in the fall and early winter, I feel safe
in saying, since they, too, are constantly changing from land to
water and from water to land, that they feed at irregular but
not long intervals during the time they are here under observation. I do not think the young males fast longer than a week
or ten days at a time, as a class.
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The leave e'dclences of their being on these great reproductive :fields, chiefly on the rookeries, such as hundreds of
the dead carcasses of those of them that have been infirm, sick,
killed, or whicll ha\e crawled off to die from death-wounds received in some struggle for a harem; and over these decaying,
putrid bodies, the living, old and young, clamber and patter,
and by this constant stirring up of putrescent matter give rise
to an exceedingly disagreeable and far-reaching" funk," which
has been, by all the writers who ha\e spoken on the subject, referred to as the smell which these animals have in rutting. If
these creatures have any such odor peculiar to them when in
this condition, I will :fraukly confess that I am unable to distinguish it from the fumes which are constantly being stirred
up and rising out from these decaying carcasses of old seals
and the many pups which have been killeu accidentally by the
old bulls while fighting with and charging back and forth
against one another.
They, however, have a peculiar smell when they are driven
and get heated ; their steaming breath-exhalations possess a
disagreeable, faint, sickly tone, but it can by no means be confounded with what is universally understood to be the ruttingodor among animals. The finger rubbed on a little fur-seal
blubber will smell very much like that which is appreciated in
their breath coming from them when driven, only stronger.
Both the young and old fur-seals have this same breath-smell
at all seasons.
By the en'd of October and the lOth of November the great
mass of the "holluscbukie" have taken their departure; the
few that remain from now until as late as the snow and ice will
permit them to do, in and after December, are all down by the
water's edge, and hauled up almost entirely on t.he rocky
beaches only, deserting the sand. The first snow falling makes
them uneasy, as also does rain-fall. I have seen a large hauling-ground entirely deserted after a rainy day and night by its
hundreds of thousands of occupants. The falling drops spatter and beat the Rand into their eyes, fur, &c., I presume, and
in this way make it uncomfortable for them.
The weather in which the fur-seal delights is cool, moist,
foggy, and thick enough to keep the sun always obscured so as
to cast no shadows. Such weather, continued for a few weeks
in June and July, brings them up from the sea by millions;
but, as I have before said, a little sunlight and the temperature
as high as 500 to 550, will send them back from the hauling-
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grounds almost as quickly as they came. These sunny, warm
days are, however, on Saint Paul's Island, very rare indeed,
and so the seals can have but little ground of complaint, if we
may presume that they have any at all.
I saw but three albino pups among the hundreds of thousands
on Saint Paul's and none on Saint George. They did not differ
in any respect from the other (normal) pups in size and shape.
Their hair, in the first coat, was, all over, a dull ocher; the flippers and muzzle were a flesh-tone, and the iris of the eye skyblue. The second coat gives them a dirty yellowish-white
color, but it makes them exceedingly conspicuous when in among ·
the black pups, gray 3·earlings, and'' holluschukie."
I have also never seen any malformations or "monsters"
among the pups and other classes of the fur-seal; nor have the
natives recorded anything of the kind, so far as I could ascertain from them .
.Another curious fact may be recorded, that, with the exception of those animals which have received wounds in combat,
no sick or dying seals are seen upon the islands. Out 'o f the
great numbers, thousands upon thousands of seals that must
die every year from old age alone, not one have I ever seen
here. They evidently give up their lives at sea.
Table showing the weight, size, and g1·owth of the fur-seal, ( Callorhinus ursinus,)
front the pup to the adult, male and female.
[The weights and measurement"! were taken by Mr. Samuel Falconer and the writer on the
killing-grounds at Saint George's Island, in 1873.]
Age.

Length.

Inches.
One week ..•..•.. 12 to 14

Girth.

Gross
weight of
body.

Weight
of skin.

Inches.
10 to 10!

Pounds.
6 to 7:!

Pounds.
1!

Six months ..•...

24

25

39

3

One year .........

38

25

39

4t

Two years .......

45

30

58

5~

Three years ......

52

36

87

7

Four years .... ...

58

42

135

12

Five years.--·-··

65

52

200

16

72

64

280

25

so 70 to 75

400to 500

4:Jto50

Six years .... ,. ..
Eight to twenty
years.

75 to

Remarks.

A male and female, being
the only one of this class
handled.
A mean of ten examples,
males and females alike in
size.
A mean of six examples,
males and females alike in
size.
A mean of thirty examples,
all males, July 24, 1873.
A mean of thirty-two examples, all males, July 24,
1873.
A mean of ten examples, all
males, July 24,1873.
A mean of five examples, all
males, July 24, 1873.
A mean of three exnmples,
all males, July 24, 1873.
An estimate onlv, calculating on their weight when
fat, and early in the sea·
son.
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The females, adults, will correspond with the three-year-old
males in the above table, the younger cows weighing frequently
only 75 pounds, and many of the older ones going as high as
120, but an average of 80 to 85 pounds is the rule.
1'he five and six year old males, when they first make their
~ppearance in J-"'ay and June, are very much heavier than at
the time I weighed them in July; they are then, perhaps, when
fat and fresh, fully one-third heavier than the exhibit on the
table, but the cows and other classes do not sustain protracted
fasts, and do not vary much tllrough the season.
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1'HE SEA-LION, (EUl\IETOPIAS STELLER!,) "SEE- VITO HIE ' 1 OF
TITE RUSSIANS.

This animal, although much below the fur-seal with referenct:>
to intelligence and physical organization, ranks next in natural
order, and can, as well as its more sagacious and valuable relative, be seen to better advantage on these islands than elsewhere, perhaps, in ·the world.
By looking at the plate, a glance will show at once the
marked difference between this animal and the Oallorhinus . . It
has a really leonine appearance and bearing, greatly enhanced
by the rich, golden--rufous of its coat, ferocity of expression,
and bull-dog-like muzzle and cast of eye, not round and full,
but showing the white, or sclerotic coat, with a light, brightbrown iris.
Although provid~d with :flippers to all external view as the
fur-seal, be cannot, however, make use of them in the same
free manner. While the fur-seal can be driven :five or six miles
in twenty-four hours, the sea-lion can barely go two, the conditions of weather and road was being the same. The sea-lions
balance and swing their long, heavy necks to and fro, with every
bitch up behind of their posteriors, which they seldom raise from
the ground, dra"·ing them up after the fore feet with a slide
over the grass or sand, rocks, &c., as the case may be, and
pausing frequently to take a sullen and ferocious survey of the
field and the drivers.
The sea-lion bull of Bering Sea, when full-grown and in
good condition, will measure off in length 11 to 12.5 feet from
nose to tip of tail, (which is seldom over 3 or 4 inches long,)
and girth 10. Unfortunately, I was not able to weigh one of
these big bulls, and can, therefore, only estimate this weight
at a thousand pounds, while, perhaps, some of the largest and
finest old fellows will touch twelve to thirteen hundred; but I
doubt it.
The sea-lion is polygamous, but does not maintain any such
regular system and method in preparing for and attention to
its harem like that so finely illustrated on the breeding-grounds
of the fur-seal. It is not numerous, comparatively speaking,
and does not "haul" more than a few rods back from the sea.
It cannot be visited and inspected by man, being· so shy and
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wary that on the slightest approach a stampede into the water
is the certain result. The males come out ~mel locate on the
narrow belts of rookery-ground, preferred and selected by
them ; the cows make their appearance three or four weeks
after them, (1st to 6th June~) and are not subjected to that intense jealous supervision so characteristic of the fur-seal harem.
The bulls fight savagely among thems~lves, and turn off from
the breeding-ground all the younger and weak males.
The cow sea-lion is not quite half the size of the male, an<l
will measure from 8 to 9 feet in length, with a weight of four
and fiye hundred pounds. Sbe bas the same general cast of
countenance and bnild of the bull, but as she does not sustain
any fasting period of over a week or ten days, she never comes
out so grossly fat as the male or ''see-catch."
The sea-lion rookery will be found to consist of about ten to
fifteen cows to the bull. The cow seems at all times to have
the utmost freedom in moYing from place to place, and to start
with its young, picked up sometimes by the nape, into the
water, and play together for spells in the surf-wash, a movement on the part of the mother ne\er made by the fur-seal,
and shon-ing, in this respect, much more attention to its offspring.
Tlley are didded up into classes, which sustain, in a general
manner, but very imperfectl;y, nearly the same relation one to
the other as do those of the fur-seal, of which I have already
spoken at length and in detail; but they cannot be approached,
inspected, and managed like the other, by reason of their wild
and timid nature. Tlley 'Visit the islands in numbers comparatively small, (I can only estimate,) not O\er twenty or twentyfive thousand onSaintPaul's and contiguous islets, and not more
than seven or eight thousand at Saint George. On Saint Paul's
Island they occupy a small portion of the breeding-ground at
Northeast Point, in common with the Oallorhinus, always close
to the water, and taking to it at the slightest disturbance or
alarm.
The sea-lion ·rookery on Saint George's Island is the best
place upon the Seal Islands for close observation of these animals, and the following note was made upon the occasion of
one of my visits, (June 15, 1873 :)
•'At the base of cliff's, oYer 400 feet in height, on the east
shore of the island, on a beach 50 or GO feet in width at low
water, and not O\er 30 or 40 at flood-tide, lies the only sea-lion
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rookery on Saint George's Island-some three or four thousand
cows and bulls. The entire circuit of this rookery- belt was
passed over by us, the big, timorous bulls rushing off into the
water as quickly as the cows, all leaving their young. l\Iany
of the females, perhaps half of them, had only just gh"en birth
to their young. These pups will weigh at least twenty to twenty-.fi:ve pounds on an average when born, are of a dark, chocalate-brown, with the eye as large as the adult, only being a suffused, watery, gray-blue, where the sclerotic coat is well and
sharply defined in its maturity. They are about 2 feet in length,
some longer and some smaller. As all the pups seen to-day
were v-ery young, some at this instant only born, they were dull
and apathetic, not seeming to notice us much. There are, I
should say, about one-sixth of the sea-lions in number on this
island, when compared with Saint Paul's. As these animals
lie here under the cliff's, they cannot be approached and drhTen;
'b ut should they haul a few hundred rods up to the south, then
they can be easily captured. They have hauled in this manner
always until disturbed in 1868, and will undoubtedly <.io so
again if not molested.
"These sea-lions, when they took to the water, swam out to
a distance of fifty yards or so, and huddled all up together in
two or three packs or squads of about five hundred each, holding their heads and necks up high out of water, all roaring in
concert and incessantly, making such a deafening noise that
we could scarcely hear ourselves in conversation at a distance
from them of over a hundred yards. This roaring of sea-lions,
thus disturbed, can only be compared to the hoarse sound of a
tempest as it howls through the rigging of a ship, or the playing of a living gale upon the bare branches, limbs, and trunks
of a forest-grO\Te." They commenced to return as soon as we
left the ground.
The voice of the sea-lion is a deep, grand roar, and does not
bave the flexibility of the Callorhinus, being confined to a low,
muttering growl or this bass roar. The pups are very playful,
'but are almost always silent. When they do utter sound, it is
.a sharp, short, querulous growling.
TilE DRIVE OF THE SEA-LIONS ON S.AINT PAUL'S ISLAND.

The natives have a very high appreciation of the sea-lion,

see-vitchie, as they call it, and base this regard upon the
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rior qnality of the flesh, fat, and hide, (for making covers for
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their skin boats, bidarkies and bidaTrahs,) sinews, intestines
&c.
As I have before said, the sea-lion seldom hauls back far
from the water, generally very close to the surf-margin, an<l in
this position it becomes quite a difficult task for the natives to
approach and get in between it an<l the sea unobserved, for,
unless this silent approach is made, the beast will at once take
the alarm and bolt into the water.
By reference to my map of Saint Paul's, a small point, ncar
the head of the northeast neck of the island, will be seen,
upon wllich quite a large number of sea-lions are always to be
found, as it is never disturbed except on the occasion of this annual driving. Tlw natives step down on to the beach, in the little
bight just above it, and begin to crawl on all fours flat on the
sand down to the end of the neck and in between the dozing sealion herd and the water, always selecting a semi-bright moonlight
night. If the wind is favorable, and none of the men meet with
an accident, the natives will almost always succeed in reaching the point unobserved, when, at a gi,en signal, they alljump
up on their feet at once, yell, brandish their arms, and give a
sudden start, 'or alarm, to the herd above them, for, just as the
sea-lions move, upon the first impulse of surprise, so they keep
on. For instance, if the animals on starting up are sleeping
with their heads pointed in the direction of the water, they
keep stl'aight on toward it; but if they jump up looking over
the land, they follow that course just as desperately, and nothing turns them, at first, either one way or the other. Those
that go for the water are, of course, lost, but the natives follow
the land-leaders and keep urging them on, and soon have them
in their control, driving them back into a small pen, which they
extemporize by means of little stakes, with flags, set around a
circuit of a few hundred square feet, and where they keep them
until three or four hundred, at least, are captured, before they
commence their drive of ten miles overland down south to the
village.
The natives, latterly, in getting this annual herd of sea-lions,
have postponed it until late in the fall, and when the animals
are scant in number and the old bulls poor. This they were
obliged to do, on account of the pressure of their sealing-business in the spring, and the warmth of the season in August and
September, which makes the driving very tedious. In this way
I ha,·e not been permitted to behold the best-conditioned
drhTet:, i. e., those in wllich a mnjority of tbe herd is made up
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of fine, enormously fat, and heavy bulls, some four or five hundred in number.
The nath·es are compelled to go to the northeast point of the
island for these animals, inasmuch as it is the only place with
uatural advantages where they can be approached for the purpose of capturing alive. Here they congregate in greatest
number, although they can be found, two or three thousand of
them, on the southwest point, and as many more on "S evitcbie Cammin" and Otter Island.
Capturing the sea-lion drh~e is really the only serious business these people on the islands have, and when they set out for
the task the picke<l men only leave the village. At Northeast
Point they ha\e a barrabkie, in which they sleep and eat while
gathering the drove, the time of getting which depends upon
the weather, wind, &c. As the squads are captured, night after
night, they are driven up close by the barrabkie, where the
natives mount constant guard over them, until several hundred
animals shall have been secured, and all is ready for the drive
down overland to the village.
The dro,-e is started anu conducted in the same general man:
• the fur-seal,
ner as that which I have detailed in speaking of
only the sea-lion soon becomes very sullen and unwilling to
move, requiring ~pel1s of frequent rest. It cannot pick itself
up from the ground and shamble off on a loping gallop for a few
hundred yards, like the GalloThinus, and is not near so free and
agile in its mo-vements on land, or in the water for that matter,
for I haYe never seen the Eumetopias leap from the water like
a dolphin, or indulge in the thousand and one submariue acrobatic displays made constantly by the fur-seal.
This ground, over which the sea-lions are driven, is mostly a
rolling level, thickly grassed and mossed over, with here and
there a fresh-water pond into which the animals plunge with.
great apparent satisfaction, seeming to cool themselves, and
out of which the natives have no trouble in driving them. The
distance between the sea-lion pen at Northeast Point and the
village is about ten miles~ as the sea-lions are driven, and occupies over five or six days under the most favorable circum• stances, such as wet, cold weather; and when a little warmer,
or as in .July or August, a few seasons ago, they were some
three weeks coming down with a drove, and even then left a
hundred or so along on the road.
After the drove has been brought into the village on tbe kill-
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ing-grouuus, tile nati \'es shoot uowu the bulls and then surround anu huu<.lle up the cows, spearing them just behind the
fore-flippers. The killing of the sea-lions is quite an exciting
spectacle, a strange and unparalleled exllibition of its kind;
aud I cannot do better than to refer directly and silently to my
illustrations of it. The bodies are at once stripped of their
bides and much of the flesh, sinews, intestines, (with which the
native water-proof coats, &c., are made,) in conjunction with
the throat-linings, (resophagus,) aud the skin of the flippers, which
is exceeuingly tough and elastic, and used for soles to their
boots or '' tarbosars."
As the sea-lion is witlwut fur, the skin has little or no commercial value; the hair is short, and longest over the nape of
the neck, straight, and somewhat coarse, varying in color greatly
as the Heasons come and go. For instance, when tile E 'umetopias
makes his first ·appearance in the spring, and uries out upon
the land, he has a light-brownish, rufous tint, darker shades
back anu unuer the fore flippers and on the abdomen ; by the
~xpiration of a month or six week, 15th June, he w!ll be a bright
golden-rufous or ocher, and this is just before shedding, which
sets in by the miudle of August, or a little earlier. After the
new coat has fairly grown, and just before he leaves the island
for the se3son, in November, it will be alight sepia, or vandyke·
brown, with deeper shades, almost dark upon the belly; the cows,
after sheuding, do not color up so dark as the bulls, but when
they come back to the laud next year they are identically the
same in color, so that the eye in glancing over a sea-lion
rookery in June and July cannot discern any noted dissimilarity of coloring between the bulls and the cows; and also the
young males and yearlings appear in the same golden-brown
and ocher, with bere and tbere an animal spotted somewhat
like a leor.ard, the yellow, rufous ground preuominating, with
patches of dark-brown irregularly interspersed. I haYe never
seen any of the old bulls or cows thus mottled, and think very
likely it is due to some irregularity in the younger animals
during the season of shedding, for I have not noticed it early
in the season, and failed to observe it at the close. l\fany of
the old bulls haYe a grizzled or sligbtly brindled look during
the sheuding-period, or, that is, from the lOth August up to the
lOth or 20th of November; the pups, when born, are of a rich,
dark chestnut-brown; this coat they shed in October, and
take one much lighter, but still darker than their parents',
but not a great deal.
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Although, as I have already indicated, the sea-lion, in its
habit and disposition, approximates the fur-seal, yet in no
respect does it maintain and enforce the system and regularity found on the breeding-grounds of the Collorhinus. The
time of arrival at, stay on, and departure from the island is
about the same; but if the winter is an open, mild one, the sealion will be seen frequently all through it, and the natives
occasionally shoot them around the island long after the furseals ha-ve entirely disappeared for the year. It also does not
confine its landing to these Prybilov Islands alone, as the furseal unquestionably does, with reference to our continent; for
it has been and is often shot upon the Aleutian Islands and
many rocky islets of the northwest coast.
The sea-lion in no respect whatever manifests the intelligence
and sagacity exhibited by the fur-seal, and must be rated far
below, although next, in natursl order. I llave no hesitation
in putting this E~tmetopias of the Prybilov Islands, apart from
the sea-lion common at San Francisco and Santa Barbara, as a
<listinct animal ; and I call attention to the excellent description of the California sea-lion, made public in the .A.pril number for 1872 of the Overland Monthly, by Capt. C. M. Scammon,
in which the distinguishing characters, externally, of this animal
are "'ell defin~d, and by which the difference between the
Ewnetop-ias of Bering Sea and that of the coast of California
can at once be seen; and also I notice one more point in which
the dissimilarity is marked-the northern sea-lion never barks
or howls like tbe animal at the Farralones or Santa Barbara.
Young and old, both sexes, from one year and upward, have
only a deep bass growl, and prolonged, steady roar j while at San
Francisco sea-lions break out incessantly with a ''honking"
bark or howl, and never roar.
I am not to be understood as saying that all the sea-lions met
with on the Californian coast are different from E. stelleri of
Bering Sea. I am well satisfied that stragglers from the north
are down on the Farralones, but they are not migrating back
and forth every season ; and I am furthermore certain that not
a single animal of the species most common at San Francisco
was present among those breeding on the Prybilov Islands in
1872-'73.
.According to the natives of Saint George, some fifty or sixty
years ago the JEu/rnetopias held almost exclusive possession of
the island, being there in great numbers 1 some twG Gr three·
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hundred thousand; and that, as the fur-seals were barely permitted to land by these animals, and in no great number, the
Russians directed them (the natives) to hunt and worry the
sea-lions off from the island, and the result was that as the sealions left, the fur-seals came, so that to-day they occupy nearly
the same ground covered by the Eurnetopias alone sixty years
ago. This statement is, or seems to be, corroborated by Choris,
in his description of the Iles S.-George's et S.-Paul's, visited
by him fifty years ago;* but the account given by Bishop
Veniaminov,t and placed in the Appendix, differs entirely from
the above, for by it almost as many fur-seals were taken on
Saint George, during the first years of occupation, as on Saint
Paul, and never have been less than one-sixth of the number
on the larger island. For this the natives claim to have, on
the one hand, proof as to the truth of their statement, and
Father Veniaminov, on the other, publishes upon the credit of
reliable lists and manuscripts in his possession at the time of
writing. I am strongly inclined to believe that the island of
Saint George never was resorted. to in any great num bcrs by
the fur-seal, and that the sea-lion was the dominant animal
there until disturbed and driven from its breeding-grounds by
the people, who sought to encourage the coming of its more·
valuable relative by so doing, and making room in this way
for it.
The sea-lion bas but little value save to the natives, and is
more prized on account of its :flesh and skin, by the people living upon the islands and similar positions, than it would be
elsewhere. The matter of its preservation and perpetuation
should be left entirely to them, and it will be well looked after.
It is singular that the fat of the sea-lion should be so different
in characters of taste and smell from that of the fur-seal, being free from any taint of disagreeable :flavor or odor, while
the blubber of the latter, although so closely related, is most
repugnant. The :flesh of the sea-lion cub is tender, juicy, lightcolored, and. slightly like veal; in my opinion, quite good. As
the animal grows older, the meat is dry, tough, and without
:flavor.
*Voyage Pittoresque autour du .Monde.
t Zapeeskie ob Ostrovah Oonahlushkenskaho Otdayla, St. Petersburg, 18·10.
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THE WALRuS OF BERIXG SEA, (ROS~IARUS ARCTICUS.)

I write "the walrus of Bering Sea," because t1lis animal is
quite distinct from the walrus of the North Atla utic and
Greenland, differing from it specifically in a Yery striking manner, by its greater size and semi-hairless skin.
These clumsy beasts are, at the present time, only to be seen
on Walrus Island, being so shy and timid t1lat t1ley ha-\e deRerted the other islands as they were populated by man. In
early days, or when the Russians first took possession, a great
many walruses were found at Northeast Point and along the
soutll shore of Saint Paul's Island, but wit1l the landing of t1le
traders and sea-hunters the walrus abruptly took its departure,
and 'Valrus Island alone is now frequented by it, being isolated
and seldom Yisited during the year by the nati\es.
It is of small commercial importance; the ivory is of poor
quality, mostly porous, pithy, and yellow, while the oil is of a
low grade, and the hide is quite valueless. But it is the main
support of the Esquimaux far to the north, where it breeds
upon 11le ice, the females ne\er coming down to the Prybilov
Group ;-only males are to be seen on Walrus Island.
On this little island I ha\e enjoyed a fine opportunity of
studying and painting tllese uncouth animals from life, being
able to easil~- approach to within a slight distance from the
flanks of a herd of oyer fiTe hundred walrus-bulls, which lay
closel~r packed upon a low series of basaltic tables, elevated but
little from the surf-wash. I sat upon a small rocky ledge only
a few feet above and from four or fi\e heayy bulls, being, howeYer, on the leeward side.
I was surprised to obserYe the raw, naked appearance of the
hide, a skin co,·ered with a multitude of pnstular-loo.k ing warts
and pimples, without hair or fur, deeply wrinkled with dark
red Yenous lines, showing out in bold contrast through the
thick, yellowish-brown cuticle, which seemed to be scaling off
in places, as if ·with leprosy. They struck my eye at first in a
most unpleasant manner, for they looked like bloated, mortifying, shapeless masses of flesh; the clusters of swollen, warty
pimples, of a yellow parboiled flesh-color, over the shoulders
and around the neck suggested unwholesomeness forcibly.
Til is walrus is sluggish and clumsy in the water, and is almost
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helpless on the rocks out of it, and can no more move on land,
like even the lowest of the seals, Phoca, than can tlie hippopotamus run with the antelope; the immense bulk and weight
commtred with the size and strength of its limbs renders it
quite impotent for terrestrial movement. Like the seal, it
swims entirely under water when traveling, not rising, however, quite so frequently to breathe; then it "blows" not unlike
a whale. On a cool, quiet morning in May, I watched a herd
ofi' the east coast of the island, tracing its progress by the tiny
jets of vapor thrown off as the animals rose to respire.
'rhe adult male is about 12 feet in length from nostrils to tip
of tail and has 10 or 12 feet of girth, anu one bull, shot by the
natives on \Valrus Island, July 5,1872, was nearly 13 feet long,
with the enormous girtll of 14 feet. The immense mass of
blubber on the shoulders anu around the neck makes tlle bead
and posteriors look small in proportion and attenuated.
The strange :flattened appearance of the head will be better
understood by reference to the plate, where the nostrils, eyes,
and ear-spots seem to be nearly placed on top of the head, the
nasal apertures especially so, opening directly over the muzzle,
oval, and about an inch in their greatest diameter.
The tusks, or canines, are set firmly under the nostril-apel'tures, in a deep, massive, bony pocket, giving a broad, squarecut front to the muzzle. They grow down, varying in size
and weight from 8 or 10 inches in length to over 2 feet, and
from five pounds to fifteen, usually bowe<l out somewhat in the
middle, the ends approaching quite closely. The larger tushes
have a diameter at the heel of a little more than 2z inches,
tapering down to less than half an inch at the tip.
The upper lips are thick and gristly, full of short, stubbed,
gray-white bristles, from one-half to three inclles long. There
are a few bristles set, also, on the chin of the lower jaw.
The eyes are small, but prominent, placed nearly on top of
the head, protruding from their sockets like those of the lobster. They are rolled about in every di'rection when the animal is startled. The iris and pupil is less than one-fourth of
the exposed surface ; the sclerotic coat bulges out from the
lids, and is of a dirty, mottled coffee-yellow and brown, with
an occasional admixture of white; the iris, light-brown, with
dark-brown rays and spots. The animal bas the power to roll
the eyes when aroused, seldom moving the head more than to
elevate it; but the range of sight ont of water is not well
11 AL
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developed, at least, for, after throwing small chips of rock
down upon the walrus-bulls near me, causing only a stupid stare
and low grunts of astonishment, I rose gently and silently to
my feet, and stood boldly up before them, not more than ten
feet away, but I was not noticed; bad I, however, given them
a little noise, or had I been standing hundreds of yards away
from them, to the windward, they would have taken t.he alarm
instantly, and -t;umbled off into the sea like so many hustled
wool-sacks, for their sense of smell is keen.
The cars of the walrus are on the same line at the top of the
head with the nostrils and eyes, the latter being midway
between. The pavilion is a slight fleshy wrinkle, or fold, not
at all raised or de-veloped, and from what I could see of the
1neatus externus, it was very narrow and small, but they are
quick and senRitive in hearing.
The head of the walrus male, full grown, is, on an average,
18 inches long between the nostrils and the post-occipital
region, an<l weighs from sixty to eighty pounds. I can only
estimate the gross-weight of a mature, well-conditioned bull at
two thousand pounds. The skin alone weighs from two hundred and fifty to four hundred pounds. It is two and three
inches tllick on the shoulders and around the neck, and
nowhere less than half an inch deep.
It feeds exclusively upon shell-fish (Lamellibranchiata, 9r
clams, principally) and the bulbous roots of certain marine
grasses and plants, which grow in great abundance in the
many broad, shallow lagoons and bays of the mainland coast.
I have taken from the paunch of a walrus over a bushel of
crushed clams, shells and all, which the animal had but recently swallowed, since digestion had scarcely commenced.
l\Iany of the clams in the stomach were not e\en broken ; a.nd
it is in digging these shell-fish that the ser\ice rendered by the
enormous tushes becomes evident.
In landing and climbing over the low, rocky shelves at "1\Iorserovia," this animal is almost as clumsy and indolent as the
sloth; they crowd up from the water, one after the other, in
the most ungainly manner, accompanying their mo\em<mts
with low grunts and bell owings; ·the first one up from the sea no
sooner gets composed upon the rocks for sleep than the second
one comes prodding and poking with its blunted tusks, demarrding room also, and causing the first to change its position to
another still farther off from the water; a.nd the second is in
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turn treated in the same way by the third, and so on, until
hundreds will be packeu together on the shore as thickly as
they can lie, frequently pillowing their heads or posteriors
upon the bodies of one another, and not at all quarrelsome; as
they pass all the time when on land in sluggish hasking or deep
sleep, they seem to resort to a very singular method of keeping
guard, if I may so term it, for in this herd of three or four hundred bulls under my eye, though all were sleeping, yet tho
mo\ement of one would disturb the other, which wonlu raise its
head in a stupid manner, grunt once or twice, and before Ising
down to sleep again, in a few moments, it would strike the
slumbering form of its nearest companion with its tusks, causing that animal to rouse up for a few minutes also, grunt and
pass the blow on to the next in the same manner, and so on,
through the whole herd; this disturbance among themselv-es
al wa~'S kept some one or two aroused, and consequently more
alert than the rest.
In moYing on land they haYe no power in the hind limbs,
which are dragged and twitched up behind; progression is
slowly and tediously made by a succession of short steps forward
on the fore feet. IIow long they remain out from the water at
anyone time I am unable to say. Unlike the seals, they breathe
heavily and snore.
The natives told me that the walrus of Bering "Sea is
monogamous, and that the uiffcrence between the sexes ill' size,
color, anu shape is inconsiderable; that the female brings forth
her young, a single calf, in June, usually on the ice-floes in the
.Arctic Ocean, above Bering Straits; that the calf closely
l'esem bles the parent in general proportions and color, but
that the tusks which give it its most distinguishing expression
are not visible until the end of the second year of its life; that
the walrus mother is strongly attached to her ofi'spring, and
nurses it later in the season in the sea; that the walrus sleeps
profoundly in the water, floating almost vertically, with barely
more than the nostrils abo\e water, and can be easily approached, if care is taken, to within easy spearing-distance;
that the bulls do not fight as savagely as the fur-seal or sealion, the blunt~d tushes of the combatants seldom penetrate
the thick hide; that they can remain under water nearly an
htmr, or . about twice as long gs the seals, and that they sink
like so many stones immediately after being shot.
These animals are seldom molested. on \Valrus Island, the
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natives not making any use of their flesll, fat, or hhles; and
when they are shot, it is usually but a wanton undertaking by
the people whil~ visiting the island in June and July. For the
purpose of getting eggs, the natives come from the village on
Saint Paul's twice or thrice every year, and only at tllis season.
As the females never come down to the Prybilov Islands, I
ha-ve not had an opportunity of observing them, and have in
this way not been able to see this animal as well as I could
wish. Tlle reason why tllis band of males, many of tllem old
ones, should be here by themselves all through the year is not
plain to me; the natives assure me that the females, or their
young, never have been seen around the shores of these islands.
Over in Bristol Bay great numbers of walrus congregate on
the sandy bars and flats, where they are bunted to a considerable extent for their ivory.*
:b..,rom descriptions of undoubted authority, the walrus of the
North Atlantic is a much smaller animal than his relative in
the Pacific, and not nearly so timid. It is also covel'ed with a
coat of 8hort brownish-gray an<l black hair, while the male adult
of Bering Sea is almost entirely naked. The skins and skeletons of the two animals are now in the Smithsonian collection.
"No walrus are now found south of the Aleutian Islands, but not more
than thirty or thirty-five years ago small numbers of these animals were
killed now and then on islands between Kodiak anu Oonemak Pass. The
greatest number of them south of the arctic circle will now be found in
Bristol Bay and on the north shore of the peninsula.
The finest baidars .that I have seen in this country were the skin-boats
of the Saint I.,awrence natives, which were made out of dressed walrushides sewed with sinews. The flesh is exceedingly rank in taste and smell
when fresh, and, in fact, quite as offensive to the civilized palate then as
when putrid. The natives clean the small intestine and dry it, which gives
them a piece of light, transparent gut-parchment, over a hundred ft.et in
length and five to six inches broad, that serves admirably as material for
water-proof coats and trousers; the flipper-skin makes the toughest soles
for their hair-seal boots, while the 'hide itse1f answers for all styles of cordage.

CHAPTER

VIII.

:b,ISH .AND FISHERIES.
1'IIE FISHERIES OF AL.A SKA.

The value of the interests in the Territory classed under this
head has been greatly overrated by writers, who have created an
impression that there are extensive banks upon which cod may
be taken, of the same quality and with the same success that.
attends the labors of fishermen on the Newfoundland Banks.
This is untrue; but salmon, herring, and halibut are abundant,
the salmon being the most "Valuable fishing interest, and only
one of real commercial importance on the whole northwest
coast.
There are not on this coast the yariety and excellence of fish
that is common to the .Atlantic seaboard, and the shad and
scup runs of the East are without a parallel in these waters.
There are but few species here that have an economic value in
regard to the subsistence of the natives, from Bering Straits
to Dixon's Sound, viz: the salmon, cod-fish, sculpins or rockcod, (Sebastes,) and halibut. Of the first, there is, both in
quality and quantity, enough to warrant commercial activity
and importance; of the second, the quantity and quality
are insufficient, in a business point of view, provided even the
demand was always equal to the supply. Halibut might be
cured in a small way; but the rock-cod and sculpins are worthless, except to the Indians, when unable to procure either
salmon or cod; the famous "oolichan" is confined to the Nasse
River.
These fish are distributed throughout the Territory as follows ; and first in the order of importance is1. Salmon.-.Almost every stream, big or little, that empties
into the sea or its bays, throughout the whole Territory, islands,
and mainland, is visited at regular periods by one or more species of this genus, in greater or less numbers, with the widest
range of variation in quality; the runs of this fish in May and
June up the large riYers in this Territory being enormous.
During the last ten or twelve years steps have been taken by
competent. men on the Frazer River and the Columbia to utilize and turn to profit these great runs of the finest fish; but
the industry of salting them for exportation failed, qnd a new
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business-that of canning the fish-is being engaged in extensively on the Columbia River; and, it would seem, with a fair
profit, capital might be advantageously employed in the prosecution of saJmou-canning at the mouths of all the principal
streams in this country,- as there is enough of the raw material
to employ a large number of men several months in the year in
its preservation and profitable disposition; and I see no reason
why this industry should not become one of great importance
in the Territory.
The demand for canned salmon will grow in proportion as it
becomes known, for it is a superior article of food, either plain
· as it comes in the can, or pickled quickly after opening.
2. Oocl.-This fish is the most widely distributed of any belonging to the waters of Alaska or theN orth Pacific and Bering Sea.
It will be found on soundings, wherever a hook may be dropped
in Bering Sea, south of the latitude of Saint Lawrence Island,
all around the Aleutian Islands, the Alaskan Peninsular, Kodiak, and becomes scarce and fails to the eastward as far as
K enai and Copper River, and then from Sitka and Prince of
Wales Island to Fort Simpson, where it is only ca~1ght for a few
weeks in the ye~r, when running in schools, passing usually up
toward the north.
The immense area frequented by this fish will be at once
appreciated by glancing at the. map and noting the soundings,
which show that nearly the whole of Bering Sea bounued or
staked out by our islands is a single great bank, and that
large areas south of the Aleutian Islands, the Peninsu13r, and
Kodiak, are shoaled off in a similar manner. Nevertheless, the
catch and quality of Alaskan cod is much inferior to our eastern fisheries.
There is cod enough, however, of fair quality, to Eupply the
immediate home-consumption of a large population, should
there ever be such in the history of the Territory, but the fislting-grounds are not valuable enough to induce capitalists to
engage in taking and curing fish for exportation. This matter
bas been honest1y tested by experienced fishermen, who have
been trained on the eastern banks, and is therefore beyond
doubt. At present, however, in securing the small supply required by local demand, the characteristic impatience of the
people of this coast is strikingly shown; for, even couhl they
sell their fish ca,ught in the north at as good a rate as tha,t of
tho imported stock, they, as a class, would be dissatisfied with
the 8ma11 p~ofit<:: .
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Tlle coast-cod ayerage in this Territory, ''from the knife,"
about tluee to five pounds, and the deep or outer water cod, of
the same species, average about eight or tenl but the:y are not
as plentiful as the smaller. Tile best banks in the Territory
are those south of Unga Island, about the Shnmagins and
south of Kodiak The catcll is best off 17nga.
3. Halibttlt.-Yound tbronglwnt the Territory on soundings
south of the sixtieth parallel of north latitude. Halibut are
quite abundant and of excellent quality, but the climate is such
tllat the fisllermen cannot properly dry or cure them for exportation, even in small cargoes. They are, howe\er, not ·abun. dant enough for exportation, and mu3t therefore be regarded
as only of local imp~rtance.
The other fish-rock-cod, smtlpin, 'tchite-jish-peculiar to tile
rivers, &c., which are found along the coast and in the bays
and estuaries, posse~s no special merit, and have no commercial importance, but they are Yaluable factors to the natives'
existence.
It will be observed that the waters of tile Territory of Alaska
are well stocked with fish for home use; in the salmon interests, tile natural wealth is great, and will doubtless be utilized
sooner or later by canning, but that the experiment of salting
cod and salting salmon has not been profitable for sale in the
Australian, South American, and even in our own market.
There are twelve to thirteen small cod-fisiling vess~ls that
supply the San Francisco trade, but it is a significant fact
that out of this number nine or ten deserted the Alaskan
banks last season, and went on nearly two thousand miles
farther into the Ochotsk for their catch, where the fish are
superior in quality and more plentiful.
It will not be untrue to assert, from what is now known in
regar<l to the fishing-interests of Alaska, that there is nothing
there that can be considered parallel or at all equal to the runs
of cod, scup, shad, and mackerel of the New England coast,
save the periodic Yisit of salmon, which come in truly magnificent number and condition.
In the small harbor of V\roods's Bole, 1\Iass., Professor Baird
caught in his nets, during one summer, over seventy species of
food·fishes. That cannot be done in the North Pacific, no matter
when or where the naturalist or fisherman may choose to try.
The variety and number of piscatorial life in this region is poor
indeed when compared with that of the North Atlantic.

CHAPTER IX.
ORNITHOLOGY OF THE PRYBILOV ISLANDS.
BY DR. ELLIOTT COVES,

U. S. A.

(Bo.sed on M1'. H. Tr. Elliott's manuscTipts and collections.")

1\fr. Elliott's manuscripts and specimens having been submitted to me for elaboration in the present connection, an
account of the birus of the islands is herewith rendered. His
collections furnish the data for most of the technical portions
of the memoir, while the biographical notices are, in substance,
his own ; "these are placed between · quotation-marks. The
nomenclature and sequence of the species are adapted to the
present paper from the latest systematic work upon .American
ornithology, the author's "Key to North .American Birds," in
which may be found a diagnosis of each species and variety
not herewHh described. The numeral prefix of each species is
that which it bears in the author's "Check-List of North American Birds."·
With the scientific names are given the English, and, in general, the Russian eqnh·alents-the latter between quotationmarks . . In most cases the synonyms and references of special
pertinence are auded.
GENERAL REMARKS ON

~'HE

BIRDS OF THE ISLANDS.

"vVhile a few species of water-fowl come to these i~lands in
innumerable numbers for the purpose of breeding, yet the list
of birds to be met with here is a small one. It is, however, of
exceeding interest to the naturalist, comprising many desiderata
scarcely obtainable elsewhere.
"o,·er fifteen miles of the bold, high, basaltic, bluff shoreline of Saint George's Island is fairly covered with hundreds of
thousands of nesting gulls (Rissa) and arries, ( Uria,) while
*The scientific readers of this report will, I am sure, approve of the reference of my MSS. to Dr. Cones for elaboration, as the revision of synonomy
has become a serious matter in regard. to the nomenclature of natural science,
nnd, already, too many writers have aclclecl to existing confusion in this
respect by :tttempting to do that which others tha.n themselves are much
better qu::tli:fit>d for.-H. W. E.
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down in the countless chinks and holes over the entire surface
of the north side of this island millions of 'chooch-kies' (Simorhynckus microceros) breed, filling the air and darkening the
light of da.y with their cries and fluttering forms.· On Walrus
Island the nests of the great white gull of the north (Larus
glaucus) can be visited and inspected, as well also as those of
the sea-parrot or puffin, (Fratercula,) shags or cormorants,
( Graculus,) and the red-legged kittiwake, (.Larus brevirostris.)
These are all accessible on every side, affording the observer
an unequaled opportunity of noticing these birds througll the
breeding-season, from its beginning in :\lay until the end in
September.
":Not one of the water-birds found on and ar.ounu the islands
is exempted from a place in the native's larder; even the
delectable shags, ' oreelie,' are unhesitatingly eaten by the people, and indeed furnish, during the winter-season especially,
an almost certain source of supply for fresh meat. The large,
gaily-colored eggs of the 'arrie' (Lomvia an·a) are gathered in
June and July, without stint, for use, and might he packed
away in lime-water by the barrel, so as to keep through the
year, if any provident or thoughtful action was taken in the
matter. Walrus Island would alone supply the whole demand
from year to year. On the o~ea~ion of my visit there, July 5,
1872, six men loaded a bidarrah, capable of carrying four tons,
exclusive of crew, down to the water's edge with eggs, in less
than three working-hours.
4
the birds are almost wholly
' During the winter-months
absent. They begin to make their first appearance, in any
number, for the season, early in l\Iay, and by the middle or end
of September the great body of the millions that have bred
during this time go to sea, and are not again noted, save a few
stragglers now and then, until they re-assemble next 1\<Iay, for
the repetition of their reproductive processes. The stress of
severe weather in the winter-months, driving snow-storms, and
floating ice-floes brought down from the north, which shut the
islands in, still, cold, and quiet, are cause enough for the disappearance of the water-fowl.
"The position of the islands is '3UCh as to lie somewhat OUl·
side of the migratory path pursued by the birds on the mainland,
and, owing to this reason, they are only visited by a few stragglers from tllat quarter, and also from the Asiatic side. One
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.spec-ies, (Strepsilas inte'rpres,) however, comes here every summer, for three or four weeks' stay, in great number, and gets
so fat in feeding upon the larn.e found on the killing-grounds
that it often bursts open when it falls, after being shot on the
wing.. Our robin (T. 1nigratorius) was seen by myself, near
Saint Paul's Village, one cool morning in October, (the 15th,)
and the natives told me that it bad been noticed before in this
way, never sta}ing more than a few days or a week, and being
brought there, i,1ndoubtedly, by some storm or gale of wind
taking it up and~ off from its path O\er the mainland. In the
same manner hawks, owls, and numerous strange water-fowl
-visit the islands, but never remain there long.
"The Russians tried the experiment of bringing up from Sitka
and Ounalashka a number of ravens, with the view of stimulating them to live and breed upon these islands, where they
would be almost invaluable as scnsengers; but the birds invariably, sooner or later, and within a short time, took flight for
the mainland or the Aleutian Islands. At the time of present
writing the Alaslra Commercial Company have sei1t up to the
village of Saint Paul's a number of domestic pigeons, aud the
experiment will be tried with them.
4
' The n::~.tives have alway~, and still do, keep a stnall number
of chickens; and, where poultry is taken into tlle winter livingrooms of these people, tlley get return in eggs. But the maintenance of a bennery, owing to the long season of cold, stormy
weather, compelling the chickens to bunt shelter for weeks at
a time, is impracticable, regarded ''ith a view of profitable
recompense for time and care.
"Walrus Island is the most favorable spot, in this whole
Alaskan country, to observe the nesting and breeding birds of
Bering Sea. It is a low, lava. rock, seven miles to the eastward of Northeast Point, with an area of less than five acres,
rugged and bare of all vegetation, save a species of close-growing curly grass. Here the Lomvia ar1·ct and many gulls, cormorants, sea-parrots, and auks come to lay their eggs in countless numbers. The face and brow of the low, cliff-like sea-front
are occnpieq almost exclusively- by the 'arries,' (L01nvia arra,)
which lay a single egg each, on the surface of the bare rock,
and stand straddling over it while hatching, only lea-ving at
irregular and short intervals to feed. · Hundreds of thousands
,of these birds alone are thus engaged about the 2Dth of June
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tllis little island, standing stacked up together like so many
•b ottles, as thickly as they can be stowed, making all the time
.a deep, low, hoarse, grunting noise. They quarrel among
themselves incessantly, and in this way roll thousands of eggs
off into the sea, or into crevices and fissures, where they are
lost and broken.
"The 'arrie' lays but one egg. If this i~ removed or broken,
she will soon lay another; but, if undisturbed after depositing
the first, she undertakes the hatching at once. The size, shape,
and coloration of this egg are exceedingly variable. A large
proportion of the eggs become so dirty, by rolling here and
there in the ex.crement while the birds tread and quarrel O\er
them, as to be almost unrecognizable. The shell is \ery tough,
and the natives, when gathering them, fill tubs, baskets, &c.,
on the cliffs, carry them down to tlle general heap collected
near the boats' lml.ding, and pour them out upon the rocks with
a single flip of the hand, just aR a basket of apples would be
emptied ; and, after this, they are again q nite as carelessly
handled when loaded into the 'bidarrah,' sustaining through it
.all very little injury.
"The small grassy interior of the island, which is sharply
margined by the surrounding breeding-belt of 'arries' on the
shore-line, is the only place, I believe, in this sea where the
great white gull (Larus glaucus) breeds. Among the little
grassy tussocks here, it builds a nest of dry grass, sea-ferns,
&c., very nicely laid up and rounded, and· in which it lays usually thTee eggs, sometimes only a couple; in exceptional instances
I have seen four. These big gulls could not bt:eed on either of
the other islands in this manner, for the foxes there would ha\e
the upper llaud instantly; and the bird is too large to settle
on the narrow shelf-ledges of the cliffs, like the smaller gulls
and other water-fowls.
"The red-legged kitthrake, (Larus brevi1·ostris,) and its con sin,
Lar~ts tridactylus, build in the most amicable manner together
on the faces of the cliffs, associated with cormorants, sea-parrots, and auks, all together, and, with the exception of the
latter, the nests are easy of access.
''As we land, tlle 'arries' fly from their eggs off and around
for a short distance, and then settle down into the sea in platoons
()r files, swaying hither and thither with the movement of swell
and tide, trailed out over \the water like great whip-lashes.
()ll
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Watch a boat as it approaches one of these swimming phalanxes and alarms it; out the birds sprawl, half swimming and
half flying, making a noise like a shower of bail-stones falling
upon a roof, as the scare sprea<ls from bird to bird, until the
whole vast flock is beating the water with a hundred thousand
wings in almost Yain endeavor to rise from the calm surface,
for these birds in still weather have great <lifficulty in taking
flight. They, however, succeed well and quickly when heavy
swells or little vra\elets lift them. A gull, on the contrary, rises
gracefully and easily from the water, and, in<lecd, is the most
attractive bird on the wing of all water-fowl."
"I ha\e time after time been struck by the won<lerful temerity of the foxes, (on Saint George's Island especially,) whil(}
secretly watching them as they were climbing up and down
tbe faces of almost inaccessible cliffs, seeking eggs. They go
on a full run or a stealthy tread over the brows of cliffs that
fairly overhang tlJe sea six and nine hun<lred feet below. They
always bring the eggs up in their mouths, and carry them back
from the brink of the precipice, where they leisurely suck them,
usual1y biting the shell out at the large end. The 'arrie' suffers
the most from these enemies, which are the only natural foes
that the bird-kind has to contend with on these solitary i 1an<ls."
1.

Tua·dus Jnigratol'ius, LINN.-Robin. "Ra.p-o-loof."

Casnal, and rarely seen; never resident.

(Spec., October,

187:3.)

"I was most agreeably surprised, one cool morning early in
October, while walking up on the Village Hill, Saint Paul's
Island, to see a robin, a red-breasted robin, silent and gloomy,
hopping and fluttering before me. It had evidently been
brought to the island by the gale which blew two days previously, and was even now casting about for a good chance to
leave. In order that I might observe the length of time this old
friend of mine would stay with us, I did not shoot him, but
strolled out to the locality every morning and evening until the
end of the third day, when I missed him. The natives recognized
it as a chance visitor, though seen almost every year in this
manner. Two weeks later I observed a small flock of ..lEgiotlti,
(red polls,) which were passing over the island, alighting here
and there to feed. They are regularly seen migrating to thesouthward every fall."
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Anoi·thui·a tJ•oglodytes var. alascensis, (BD.) CouEs.Alaskan Winter Wren. " Limmer-shin."
Troglodytes alascensis, BAIRD. Trans. Chicago Acad., i, 315, pl. 301
fig. 3, (1869.) Saint George's Is .
.Arwrthum alascensis, CovEs. Key N. A. Birds, 87, (1872.)
Anorthura troglodytes var. alascensis, COVES. Ibid., 351.
Troglodytes hyernalis var. alascensis, DALL. Proc. Cala. Acad.
Sci., (Feb. 8, 1873.)

This interesting local form of .Anorthura differs from the ordinary North American bird in its superior size and darker brown
colors, and in the much greater length and caliber of the bill.
In young birds tlw difference is less strongly marked. The
dimensions of an adult in .l\lr. Elliott's collection are as follows: bill, along culmen, .58; wing, 1.90; tail, 1.30; tarsus, .62;
middle toe and claw, .64. The corresponding dimensions of an
average specimen of yar. hyemalis are: .39, 1.80, 1.20, .62, .58.
4
'
This brave little bird was first brought into notice by Mr.
Dall, who collected a single specimen while on the island in
1868, and sent it to the Smithsonian Institution. In his brief
note accompanying it be speaks of its being abundant there,
while I, in 1873, shot almost every one that I saw, and yet at the
end of the season, August 4, I bad but seven specimens. It
was seldom seen, lmt then again in 1874 they were quite
numerous.
4
' It is not a migratory bird, but remains permanently upon
the island. Its nest is built in small, deep boles and crevices
in the cliffs. I have not myself seen it, but the natives say that
it lays from eight to ten egg·s, in a nest made of soft, dry grass
and feathers, roofed over, with an entrance at the side to the
uest-chamber, thus being of elaborate construction.
''The male is very gay during the period of mating and incubation, flying incessantly from plant to plant or rock to rock,
singing a rather shrill and very loud song, and making, for a
small bird, a great noise.
"I shot the young, fully fledged, on the 28th of July, differing ouly from the parent in having a much shorter bill, and in
a general darker and more diffuse coloration.
"Although Saint Paul's Island is but twenty-seven miles to
the northwest from Saint George's, not a single specimen of this
little wren has been seen there. I made, during the whole season of 1872, unavailing search for it.
"The native name,' limmer-shin,' signifies a' chew of tobacco,'
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and is giYen on account of the resemblance of this wee bird in
size and color to a tobacco-quid."
1\Ir. W. H. Dall found this species to be resident and abundant on the rocky cliffs of Amaknak I land, Ounalasbka, where,
he says, "it is quite familiar and bold. It builds in the creYices
of the rocks, but I was not able to find the nest. It bas a
cheerful and melodious note, and is, to some extent, gregarious,.
three or four being usually seen together. It was not seen in
the Shumagins, though it may occur tllore."
144a.

Leucosticte tepluocotis var. g•·iseinucha,

(BHDT.)
CouEs.-Gray-eared Finch. "Pahtoshkie."
Linaria griseinucha, BRANDT. '' Orn. Ross., (1842.)"
Leuco8ticte griseinucha, BP. Consp. Av., i, 537, (1850.)-BP. et
SCHLEGEL. Monog. Loxiens 5, pl. xli, (young,) (1850. )-BD. B.
N . .A.mer., 430, (1858.)-DALL et BANN. Trans. Cbicago .A.cad. i,
282, (1869.)-CooP, B. Cal. i, 161, (1870.)-DALL, Pr. Cala•
.A.cad., (Feb., 1873.)
Leucosticte tephrocotis vur. gl'iseimtCha, COVES. Key, 130, fig. 77,..
(1872.)
Leucosticte g1·iseogenys, GouLD. P. Z. S., 104, (1843,) and Voy.
Sulphur, i, 42, pl. xxii, (1844.)
Leucosticte littoralis, BD. Trans. Chicago .A.cad., i, 317, pl. xxviii,
:fig. 1, (1869.)-CooP. B. Cala. i, 163, (1869.)-:f>ALL. Proc.
Cala . .A.cad., (Feb., 1873.)
Leucosticte tephrocotis var. littomlis, COUES. Key, 130, (1872.)·
( Cj., ibid., 352.)

Numerous beautiful specimens of the adults of both sexes in
high breeding attire, and others illustrating the earliest· plumage of the young, are in the collection. There are no appreciable outward distinctions of sex. The bill at this season isblack, the ash and black of the head are pure and well defined,
the chocolate brown is rich, and the rosy tends to crimson ..
The very young birds are dark, sooty gray, oyerlaid with brown;
a lighter and more rusty shade of the same edges the wingfeathers, and the bill is in part light colored.
Although this form is much larger than typical tephrocotis,
and otherwise different in the pictura of the bead, we do not
:find ourselves enabled to separate it specifically, since numerous intermediate specimens attest its intergradation with the
former. Nor do we find .it necessary to distinguish the slight
variety, littoralis, by name; we refer it to var. griseinucha, considering both forms as the single arctic representative of tephrocotis proper.
"This agreeable little bird., always cheerful and self-pos-·
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sessed, is a regular and permanent settler on the·islands, which~
it never leaves. In the depth of dismal winter, as well as on a
Rmumer's day, the pahtoshkie greets you with the same pleasant
chirrup, wearing the same neat dress, as if determined to make
the best of everything. It ~s particularly abund~nt on Saint
George's; where its habits may be studied to best advantage.
"The pahtosbkie nests in a chink or crevice of the cliffs,
building a warm, snug home for its little ones of dried grasses
and moss, very neatly put together, and lined with a few
feathers. The eggs vary in number from three to six, being
generally fou;r. They are pure white, with a delicate rosy blush
when fresh; and measure .97 by .67 inch. The young break the
shell at the expiration of twenty or twenty-two days' incubation,
the labor of which is not shared by the male, who, however, brings
food to his mate, singing the while, as if highly elated by his·
prospects of paternity. The chicks, at first, are sparsely covered with a sprinkling of dark-gray down, and in two or three
weeks gain their feathers, fitting them for flight, although they
do not acquire the bright rosy hues aml rich brown of tbe
parents the :first year. Between the old birds there is no out.
ward dissimilarity according to sex, the male and female be.!ng
exactly alike in size, shape, and coloration.
"They feed upon various seeds and insects, as well as the
larvrn which swarm on the killing-grounds. Th.ey are fearless
and confiding, fluttering in the most familiar manner around
the village huts. In the summer-of 1873, a pair built their
nest and reared a brood under the eaves of the old Greek chnrcll
at Saint George's.
"The nests, of which I collected fifteen or twenty, are very
neatly marle up of dry grass and moss, thick, and compactly
interwoven, placed on the faces of the basaltic and breccia. cliffs
which rise from the shore-line of the islands. These disintegrating tufa and breccia bluffs afford a thousand and one little
pockets and crannies in which the pahtoshkie builds, secure
from molestation by prowling foxes. It has no song,' but utters
a low, mellow chirp, alike either when flying or sitting. It is
most abundant on Saint George's, where hundreds ma,y be seen
at any time during a short walk along tile north shore. ·It consorts in pairs tllroughout the year, never going in flocks, and
seldom flying or feeuing alone."
Mr. W. H. Dall remarks upon the abundance of the bird on
the Aleutians as well as. on the Prybilov Islands. In August,.
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he says, it bas no song, "except a clear chirp, sounding like
'weet-a-weet-a-wee-weet.' Tt was on the wing a great part of
the time, avoiding alighting on the ground, but darting rapidly
in a series of ascending and descending curves, now swinging
on tlle broad top of an urnbelliferous plant, now alighting on
some ledge of the perpendicular cliff, jumping from point to
point, seemingly delighted in testing its own agility." He
found it particularly numerous in Ounalashka, where it is resident. A nest, which he discovered l\Iay 24, contained fh·e
white eggs, fresh; it was placed in a crevice of a rocky bank,
about twelve feet abo\·e the beach, and was · ueutly built of
grasses, lined with a few feathers.
132.

Plecti·ophanes nivaUs, (L.) MEYER.-Snow Bunting.

"Sna-

guiskie."

Among l\fr. Elliott's many specimens in pure black and
white attire are a few, in the earliest plumage of the :roung,
probably never seen in the United States. The general color
is gray, overlaid slightly with a light-brown cast, the inter·
scapular feathers having a dusky center. The gray fades on
the breast into dull whitish, which occupies the rest of the
under parts. l\fost of the secondary quills are white, with a
dusky touch on the outer webs; tlle three inner ones, however,
are l>lack, with broad, chestnut-brown edging. Tllree lateral
tail-feathers are mo8tly white.
"The snow-uird is another permanent resident of these
islands, but one which, unlike the Lcucosticte, is rather shy alHl
retiring, nesting high on the rocky, broken uplands, and only
entering the village during unusually severe or protracteu cold
weather.
''The snaguiskie builds an elegant and elaborate nest of
soft, dry grass, and lines it warmly with a thick bed of feathers.
It is placed on the g-round, beneath some lava-slate, or at the
foot of a bowlder. Five eggs are usually laid, about the 1st of
Jnne; they are an inch long uy two-thirds broad, of a grayish
or greenish white, spotted sometimes all over, sometimes at or
around the larger end only, with various shades of rich, darkbrown, purplish-brown, and paler neutral tints. Sometimes
the whole surface is quite closely clouded with diffuse reddishbrown markings.
"The female assumes the entire labor of the three weeks'
incubation required for the maturing of the embryos. During
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tllis period the male is assiduous in bringing food, and, at frequent intervals, sings his simple but sweet song, rising, as he
begins it, high up in the air, as the skylark does when caroling,
and, with the end of the stave, dropping suddenly to the
ground again. The young are early provided with a gray
downy coating. which is speedily replaced by a plumage resembling that of the adult female, and, in less than four weeks
from the day of hatching, the little snaguiskie is as big as its
parents, and weighs more.
"The food of tllis species consists of the various seeds and
insects peculiar to the rough, higher grounds it frequents. It
never flies about in flocks, and at this season cannot be called
gregarious, like the Lapland lougspur, wit"h which it is associated on these islands."
153.

Plectt·ophanes lappouicus, (L.) SELBY.-Lapland Longspur.
" Karesch-navie snaguiskie."

We give a description of the breeding-plumage of the female,
probably not generally known: Upper parts ·Of the body,
wings, and tail almost precisely as in the male. Cervical collar
evident, but not sharply defined, nor so rich in color. Black of
the crown variegated with pale tips of the feathers; white of the
supra-ocular and post-auricular lines tinged with buff; no continuous pure black on the sides of the head, chin, or throat;
sides of the head blackish, interrupted with grayish auriculars ;
throat similarly varied, but chin left nearly pure white, the
pattern of the black which occurs in the male being thus clearly
indicated, but interrupted and obscured;· sides of the breast and
belly with disconnected, sparse, sharp, slender, dark-brown
streaks, instead of the pure black, continuous, broad and
heavy stripes of the male; other under parts as in the male. Bili
obscure yellowish, dusky at tip; feet dark brown, but not black.
Dimensions slightly inferior to those of the male.
The eggs of the Lapland longspur are extremely variable in
coloration-few more so. They range from a nearly uniform
dark chocolate-brown, (much like those of a marsh-wren,)
through a lighter chocolate in innumerable dots on a grayishbrown ground, to a peculiar brownish-white ground, variously
clouded and smirched with chocolate, and having, besides,
irregular sharp spots, scratches, and straggling lines of blackish brown. The general aspect of these eggs is like that of an
oriole's or blackbird's. They measure .80 to .!=10 in length by
12
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.55 to .60 in breadth. The labels of various specimens before
us from Arctic America record a nest of" hay," lined with deers'
hair, or feathers.
J.
''The longspur, a resident bird, is a delightful vocalist, singing all through the month of June in the most charming manner, rising high in the air, and hovering on fluttering wings.
over its setting mate. The song is only too short, lasting but
a few moments, though continually repeated. The bird is much
more shy and reserved than the common snaguiskie, rarely
entering the village. It is most abundant on Saint Paul's,
where, unlike the snowflake, it seeks the low, grassy grounds,
both for food and nesting, being never found among the rough
bowlders chosen for a home by the other species of Plect1·ophanes.
"Two nests which I found were built in tussocks of grass, on
a low 'hummocky' flat, between the village and the main ridge
of Saint George's, sheltered and half concealed beneath a dra- ·
pery of withered grass. In each case the mother-bird did not'
fly away till I almost stepped on the n~st, when she quick~y
disappeared, in perfect silence. One nest contained four, and
the other five eggs, rather smaller than a snowflake's, and of a
rich, gray-brown color, with deep shades of brown running
over them in spots and suffused lines.
"These nests were not discovered until the 7th of July, at which
date the eggs in both were perfectly fresh. They were, probably, not laid until about the end of June. The young appear
in the same manner as those of P. nivalis. The males do not
assume the distinctive coloration of their sex until the next
season. The natives say that very severe weather sometimes
drives these bird's away, although the other Plectrophanes is
never forced to leave."
226.

COI'VUS

corax, L.-Raren. "Var-rone."

As noted in 1\Ir. Elliott's general hltroduction, the experiment of introducing ravens was unsuccessfully tried by the Russians.
"The natives still claim that if a number of ymtng birds were
brought here and raised, they could be iuduced to remain upon
the islands during the whole season; that the failure to keep
those ravens brought up from Ounalashka, several years ago,
was due to the fact of their being- old birds.
''At Ounalashka there is a Greek Catholic church, with a
small cupola, surmounted, as is usual, by a large crucifix. Upon.
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this uhese ill-omened, croaking birds perch at all hours of the
day, defiling the cross and tinned dome-roof below them, without ex('.iting the slightest sense of the ridiculous or impropriety
among the people there, the stranger only being amused."
341.

Falco 119acet·, l!'oRsT.-Gyl:faleon.
Fo.i.eo saeer, FoRST. Phil. Trans. lxxii, 423, (1772.)-BAIRD.
Tr-a.ns. ChicagoAcad. i, 271, (1869.)-CouEs. Key N. A. Birds,
21:.~. (1872.

Finding nothing uefinite iq. Mr. Elliott's manuscripts respecting this lJiru, we conclude that it does not reside on the islands,
where, howe-ver, its casual presence is attested by a specimen in
the collection labeled "Saint Paul's, March, '73." It is a young
bird, apparently in its second year, which had doubtless wandered or been furced out of its usual way.
However we may interpret the relation subsisting between the
various forms of Hierofctlco, the name Falco sacer (FORST.) is
specially pertinent to the present one, and has priority o-ver the
several designations more frequently employed.
''Hawks, like owls, are occasionally seen on the islands, the
latter during the winter, especially. They do not remain long,
and never breed, although the natives on Saint George's stoutly
assert that a 'small brown owl' breeds there. I made unavailing search forit." Very probably the hawk-owl, (Surnia ulula.)
396.

Chat•adrius fulvus, GM.-Golden Plover.
Ghamdriusfulvus, Gl\I. Syst. Nat., i, 687, (1788.)
Charadrius pluvialis, HORSF. Trans. Linn. Soc., xii, 187, (1822.)
Charadrius xanthoeheilus, \VAGLER. Syst. Av., Charad. sp. 36,
(1827.)
Chamdrius taitensis, LESS. Man. Orn. ii, 321, (1828.)
Chamdrius vi1·ginianus, JARD. et SELB. Ill. ii, pl. 85, (eire. 1830.)
Charadrius glaueopus, FORST. Descr. An., ed. Licht., 176, (1844.)
Charadrius virginieus, BLYTH. Cat. B. Mus. As. Soc., 262, (1849.)
Chamdrius longipes, TEl\IMlNCK.
Cha.Tadrius aumtus m·ientalis, TE:Ml\I. et SCHI.EG. Fn. Japonica.
Charadrius aw·atns, ScHRENK. Amur Reise, 410, (1860.)
Pl1wialis fulvus, SCHLEGEL• Mus. Pays-Bas, Cu1·soresJ p. 50,
(1864.)
Pluvialis fulmt,q, taitensis, xantlweheilus, longipes, BP.
Compt.
Rend.J 417, (1856.)

The smgle specimen of golden plover preserved by J\fr. Elliott
is of special interest and importance, since it is conclusively
determined to be the true Asiatic ful?.ms, and not the North
American var. vi1·ginicus. This discovery represents an addition to our Faww, for G. fulvus has not hitherto been recognized
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as North American. We have made the comparison with
numerous examples before us from various Asiatic and Pacific
localities, :finding the present specimen indistinguishable.
Length, about 9.50; wing, 6.40; tail, 2.60 ; tarsus, 1.60; middle
toe and claw, 1.10; culmen, .95. There is a yellowish su:fl'usion
about the head, particularly along the superciliary line, which
is hardly to be noticed in the ordinary North American bird.
The specimen was taken on Saint Paul's, l\1ay 2, 1873. ''A few
stragglers land in April, or early in May, on their way north to
breed, but never remain long. They return in greater number
in the latter part of September, and grow fat upon the larvre
generated on the killing-grounds, leaving for the south by the
end of October."
406.

Stt·epsilas intet•pt•es, L.-Tw·nitone. ' ' Krass-nie Ko-lit-skie."

The numerous specimens all alike indicate an interesting
approach to the peculiar features of var. mela,nooephalus, in the
extent and intensity of the black areas on the head, neck, and
back. The chestnut, in fact, is reduced mainly to a scapular
patch, some edging of the feathers of the interscapular region,
and a diffuse area on the wing-coverts. The upper parts of the
body are otherwise black, relieved by the broad, pure white
area of the lower back and rump, and varied with white on the
crown and cervix. The front, sides of head and neck, throat,
and entire breast are intense black, relieYed by loral) gular,
auricular, and latero-cervical white areas.
''The turnstone arrives in flocks of thousands about t.he thi:~d
week in July, and takes its departure about the lOth of September. It does not breed here. On its arrival it is quite poor
in flesh, but, feeding upon the larvre and maggots of the killinggrounds, it rapidly gains, and at length becomes extraordinarily
fat-so fat that frequently it bursts open as it falls to the ground
when shot on wing.
"It is a very handsome bird when in full plumage, with its
bright-red legs, snowy, black-banded breast, and back tinged
with brown and green reflections. Its well-known curious
actions, in pursuit of its ordinary food, have given it its name.
I met with it at sea, eight hundred miles from the nearest land,
flying northwest toward the Aleuth1 Islands."
410. Lobipes bypet•boreus, (L.,) l '-

.-Northem Phalaro]Je.

The egg of this species, not yet generally well known, presents the following characters, taken from the unparalleled
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series in the Smithsonian Institution, collected at various points
in the Yukon and Anderson River region: The ground varies
from dark greenish oUve, or brownish olive, through various
lighter drab tints, nearly to a bu:ffy brown, occasionally to a
light gray. The markings are usually heavy and bold, consistin'g of large spots, and still larger blotches or splashes resulting from their confluence, mingled with dots and scratches in
interminable confusion. In general pretty evenly distributed,
they often tend to aggregate about the larger end, in rarer instances forming a perfect wreath. In a few instances all the
markings are mere dots. As a rule, the size and heaviness of
the markings bear some proportion to intensity of the ground
color; the markings are dark bister-brown, chocolate, and sometimes still lighter brown. The longest and narrowest egg of
several dozen measures 1.30 by only .75; a short, thick egg
gives only 1.10 by .82; the average is about 1.20 by .80. Tile
eggs are three or four in number, oftenest the latter, and are
generally laid in Jnne, oftenest in the latter half of the montll.
They are deposited in a slight depression of the ground, -variously lined with a little withered vegetation.
"A few stray couples breed upon the islands, nesting around
the margins of the lakelets. The egg I was unable to find, but
I secured several newly-hatched young ones which were very
pretty and interesting. They are only two or three inches long~
with a bill about a third of an inch in length, and no thicker
than an ordinary dressing-pin. The down of the head, neck,
and upper parts is rich brownish yellow, variegated with
brownish black, the crown being of this color mixed with yel·
low, and a long stripe extends down the back, flanked with one
over each hip, another across the rump, and a shoulder-spot on
each side. The under parts are grayish silvery white. This
bird, when startled, or solicitous for the safety of its young,
utters a succession of sonorous 'tweet' sounds, quickly repeated,
with long intervals of silence."
411.

Phalai'opus Culicarius, \L.,) BoN.-Red Phalm·ope.

The nidifi.cation of this species is similar in all respects to
that of L. hyperboreus, and the egg cannot be distinguished
with certainty in any given instance. They aver~1ge, however,
somewhat larger-about 1.25 by .85. The largest specimen
measured 1.30 ·by .90; the shortest, 1.15 by .90. Numerous
specimens, in the Smithsonian collection, were taken early in
July, at Franklin Bay, on the arctic coast, by :Mr. R. Macfarlane.
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''Though much more abundant than the preceding, at certain
times, I am satisfied that the red phalarope does not breed here.
It is found, like the other, by the marshy margins of the lakelets, solitary or paired, lmt never in flocks. The earliest arrivals
occur in June, but the birds re-appear in greatest number about
the 15th of August. They all leave by the 5th of October." ·
426 bis. Tt•inga crassit·ostl'is, TEMl\I, et ScrrLEGEL.-Thick-billed Sandpiper. "Ko-lits-kie."
Tringa cras8irostris, TEl\Il\!. et SCHLEGEL. Fauna Japonica, 107,
pl. 64, (1846.) (~)-DALL. Amer. Naturalist, vii, G35, (Oct.,
1873.)-COUES. Check-List, 85, No. 426 bis, (1873.)

The most interesting result, in some respects, of Mr. Elliott's
ornithological researches is the determination of the occurrence of this species in abundance on the Prybilov Islands,
where it breeds. This discovery adds a species, previously unrecognized as North American, to our Fauna. The announcement was lately made by Mr. W. H. Dall, as above, upon the
strength of one of 1\-Ir. Elliott's earlier specimens from Saiut
Paul's. This example was identified by l\Ir. J. E. Harting,* of
London, well known for the extent and accuracy of his investigations of the Limicoline groups, to whom it was transmitted
for the purpose by the Smithsonian Institution. Mr. Elliott's
later collections contain numerous specimens, among them several newly-hatched ~oung, hitherto probably unknown. No
description of the species having been published in this country,
we subjoin the following :
Adult, in breeding-plumage. (No. 64~40, Mus. S. I.-676, CoiL
H. \V. E.-July 22, 1873. Saint George's.)-With somewhat
the general appearance of a Tringa alpina, but the black area on
the under parts pectoral, not abdominal. Bill about as long as
the head, ~:~traight to · the end,t compressed, stout, and high at
"Deferring to this excellent authority on Limicoline birds, and without
a copy of the work in which Tringa c,·assirost1'is was originally described,
at band, we have presented it under the same name. But almost certainly it is not the bird described by Schlegel as Tringa crassirost1·is in the
Museum des Pays-Bas. The characters there given are those of a different
bird altogether. By no latitude of interpretation can they be rendered
applicable to the present species. In case our b.ird, here described in detail, be found not· the same as the true Tringa crassirost1·is, it may appropriately be named T. ptilocnemis, iu allusion to the feathered tibire. We
consider it most nearly allied to Tringa maritima, next to which it may
take its place in the system.
tIn other specimens, and usually, the bill isc onsiderably longer, exceediug the bead, and decidedly decurved at the end.
·
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the base, with very long nasal fossre, reaching to within .g. inch
of the tip, and deep at the base; the groove of the under mandible co-extensive i.n length, but linear throughout. Feathers
on side of under mandible extending beyond those on the
upper; the interramal feathers projecting still a little ways
farther. Legs very short, (much as in Tringa maritimaj) tibial
feathers reaching nearly or quite to the suffrago; tarsus shorter
than the bill. or than the middle toe and claw. Wings and
tail as usual throughout the genus.
A coronal area, the upper back, interscapular region and
scapulars black, completely variegated with rich chestnutbrown, paler ochery brown and whitish, the body of each
feather being black, with one or another or all of these various
edgings; the coronal separated from the interscapular markings by a grayish-white, dusky-streaked cervical i.nterval.
Lower back and rump and upper tail-coverts blackish brown
or grayish black, only varied with an occasional chestnut-edged
feather. Wing-coverts grayish brown, with narrow white edging, the greater with broad, definite white tips. S<>condaries
nearly all pure white, a few of the outermost, and innermost
also, with grayish-brown touches near tte end. Primaries
grayish brown with white shafts, except at tip, and fading to
white on the inner webs toward the base; several of the innermost, also, largely white on the outer web, and with definite
white tipping .. Central tail-feathers brownish black; next pair
abruptly paler, grayish; the rest white, or nearly so, with a
faint gray tint. Front and sides of head, superciliary line,
the tufts of flank-feathers, and entire under parts, white, interrupted on the breast with a large but not perfectly continuous
nor well-defined blackish area, and marked on the upper breast
and sides with a few narrow, sharp, blackish shaft-lines, a
dusky auricular patch. Legs and bill dark. Length, apparently about 9.50 inches; wing, about 5; tail, 2.50; bill, "!.10
to 1.40; tarsus, .90 to 1.00; middle toe and claw, 1.0.3 to 1.20.
The sexes are not distinguishable uy any outward mark. We
have before us no specimen in complete fall-plumage; but one
taken June 9, still retaining at that date the past season's
plumage, for the most part, enables us to predicate the
autumnal and winter vesture. The difference is entirely analogous to that seen in various other sandpipers. It consi~ts in
the great development and intensity of the chestnut edgings of
the feathers of .t he upper part, to the restriction of their black .
fields, and to the exclu~ion, nearly complete, of the pale-ochery
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and whitish edgings which make up the characteristic variegation of the breeding-plumage, in the absence of any <lividing
cervical interval between the coloration of the crown and that
of the back, and especially in the strong, complete suffusion of
the sides of the head and the whole throat with tawny brown.
The pectoral area is only indicated by scattered blackish feathers, being in the fall probably still more obscure, or rather replaced merely by a few tlusky streaks or spots.
Newly-hatched young, (taken early in July.)-These interesting
little creatures, two or three inches long, are very prettily
marked. The down of the under parts is silvery white; that
of the upper is rich reddish brown, varied with black, and
with curiously sharp, whitish dots of definitely rounded
contour, appearing like spots of mildew. Each such spot is
about as large as a pin's head, and, examined with a lens, is
seen to be the enlarged, circumscribed, brushy end of a downy
plnme, whence several tiny bristles project. Each such plume
is white basally, then black for a distance, ending in the whitish tuft. The areas thus dotted correspond, consequently, to
the areas of black variegatioR; but there is, also, a black, undotted lora! spot, frontal line, and a few other markings. The
bill is mostly black, very short and slender; the legs are comparatively long and stout, and appear to ba ve been lightcolored.
Nearly-fledged, not qMJte grown, young, (taken late in July.)Several specimens retaining down, or traces of it, about the
head and neck, otherwise completely feathered. The upper
parts are much as in the adults in the breeding-season, as to
the colors of the·variegation, but the markings are iu simple
curved lines rather than sharp V-shaped patterns, and the
edgings are much narrower. The edgings of the wing-coverts
have an ochery cast. The interior tail-feathers have rusty
. edgings. The throat and breast are more or less suffused with
pale rusty; there is no black pectoral area, but the jugulum,
breast, and sides have an indefinite number of suffused, dusky
markings.*
"In Mr. Harting's letter upon the subject, handed us by Professor B:J,ird, to
whom it was addressed, the following occurs, iu substance: T. cmss'irost?·is,
T: & S., SCH., M.P. B., Sclop., 1864, 28; BLAK., Ibis, 1st52, 315-330.-HAB.,
China, Japan, Java, Borneo.-SYN., Schceniclus magnus, GouLD, P. Z. S., 1648,
39; B. Aust., vi, pl. 33; Tringa magna, BP., C. R., 1856; Tringa temtirost1·is, .
GouLD, Hdbk. B. Aust., ii, 1865, 260, (nee HORSF., Linn. Trans., xiii, 1820,
192, quce Totanus stagnatili8, L.) "Temmick & SchleA"el say, (l. c.,) 'This
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The following measurements of a number of adult specimens
will illustrate the size and shape, and, to a great extent, the
normal variations in dimension of the species :
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"This is the only wader that breeds upon the Prybilov
Islands, with the marked exception of a stray couple now and
then of Phalaropus hyperbm·eus. It makes its appearance early
iu l\Iay, and repairs to the dry uplands and mossy hummocks,
where it breeds. The nest is formed by the bird's selection of
a particular mossy bunch, and there setting. It lays four
darkly-blotched pyriform eggs, and hatches within twenty days.
The young come from the shell in a thick yellowish down, with
dark-brown markings on the head and back, getting the plumage of their parents and taking to wing as early as the lOth of
.August; and at this season old and young flock together for
the first time, and confine themselves to the sand-beaches and
surf-margins a_bout the islands for a few weeks, when they take
species belongs to the same type as the Knot, (T. canutns,) but is much more
robust i.n size, the bill is longer, the tarsi are longer, and the toes more robust,' (this is a mistake;) 'finally, it differs in the very different coloration
of the plumage, notably in the breeding-season.'" * * * " It seems to
me that the bird is in every respect a large dunlin, (T. cinclus,) which.it re-·
sembles much more nearly than it does ct:tnutus, not only in regard to the
structure of the bill and feet, but in the character of the breeding-plumage,"
&c. Now, our T. ptibcnemiB bears a wonderful superficial resemblance to
an overgrown dunlin, but its affinities, as shown by the feathered tibire, and
tm·sus shorter than thP. middle toe, are entirely with T. nw1·itimus, as already
said, and some plumages very closely resemble the extensively-whitened
winter-dress of the latter.
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flight by the 1st or 5th of September, and disappear until the
. opening of the ntw season.
"It is a most devoted and fearless parent, and will flutter in
feigned distress around by the hour, uttering a low piping note
·should one approach its nest. It also makes a sound exactly like
our tree-frogs, and until I had traced the matter to this source,
I searched several weeks unavailingly for the presence of these
· reptiles, misled by the call of this bird."
A set of four eggs of this species, the full complement, taken
by .Mr. Elliott,* June 19, 1873, on Saint George's, are perhaps
the first specimens which have reached naturalists; certainlJ-~
the first we have bad in this eountry. They appear to have
been nearly or quite fresh at the date mentioned. The egg is
rather a peculiar one; of all the sandpiper's eggs before us, it
most resembles that of J..'ringa maritima. The shap~ is regularly pyriform, as usual in this family. Measurements of the
four examples are: 1.55 x 1.08; 1.52 x 1.05; 1.50 x 1.08; 1.48 x
1.05. The ground is nearly clay-color, but with an appreciable
olivaeeous shade; the markings are large, bold, and numerous,
of rich, burnt-umber brown, of varying depth, according to the
quantity of the pigment. These surface-markings occur all
over the shell, except the extreme point, ~nd are solidly massed
by confluence on the larger half of the egg; all the markings are
strong, as if laid on freely with a heavily-charged brush. With
these surface-spots occur numerous shell-markings of the same
character, but, of course, obscure, presenting a stone-gray or
purplish gray shade; some of them look as if the color of the
surface-spots had'' run" and soaked into the olivaceous drab of
the general surface.
*The eggs were first discovered by Mr. George R Adams, a.gem of the Alaska
Commercial Company, Saint George's Island. He, in order that they should
be identified, notified Mr. Elliott of their position, who immediately shot the
parent and secured the eggs. Mr. Elliott has had frequent occasion to acknowledge the courtesy and facilities for natural-history work furnished by
the agents of the Alaska Commercial Company on both islands, Dr. H. H.
Mcintyre and Mr. Adams, above mentioned. To t'he last-named gentleman
. he is especially indebted for many desiderata. Mr. Samuel Falconer, assist.ant agent, and Drs. Otto Cramer and Meany, physicians on the two islands,
are also among the few to whom Mr. Elliott's grateful obligations are due.
From Dr. Cramer we have reason to anticipate a very valuable and interesting paper upon the stomach and intestinal parasites of the fur-seal, which he
was engaged upon when Mr, l'llliott took his departure from the islands,
August 10, 1873.
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436. Limosa tnopygiaBis, GouLD.- White-nonped Godwit.
Limosa twopygialis, GOULD.-BD. Trans. Chicago Acad., i, 320, pl.
32, (1869.)-DALL and BAJI.."'N. Ibid., 293.-COUES. Key N. A.,
Birds 258, (1872.)

This well-known Old World species, lately added to our
fauna, as above, is readily distinguished by the black and
white barring of the upper tail-coverts. In winter the upper
parts are pale gray, with dusky shaft-lines, and the under parts
.are nearly white-a condition never shown by our other species ..
In full plumage, the white of the rump and upper tail-coverts is
more or less tinged with rusty, and the upper parts are brownish black, eyerywbere variegated with rusty. Bills of different
specimens before us range in length from 32- to 42- inches; those
of tlle adults are mostly dark, but in the young fully the basal
half is light-colored-dull whitish in the dried state .
. Mr. Elliott did not take the eggs of this species, but two
examples were secureu by Mr. Dall, June 18, 1868, at Kutlik,
Alaska. These differ as much from each other as eggs of this
species do from those of other species. The ground of one is
quite greenish olive; of the other, pale olive-gray. In the
former, the markings are all subdued neutral tints, apparently
in the shell ; in the latter, the markings are nearly all on the
.surface, and quite bright chocolate-brown. In both cases the
markings are numerous and of indeterminate shape, mostly
.small, and generally distributed, though tending to aggregate
at the butt, where alone they lose their distinctness in coalescing to form a splashed area. Size, 2.20 x 1.45; 2.25 x 1.50.
"Migratory only, never breeding here. Comes in a straggling manner early in May, passing northward with little delay, and re-appears toward the end of .August in flocks of a
dozen to fifty."
440. Il.eteroscelus incanus, (G::\r.) CovEs.-Wandering Tattle1·.
Scolopax incana, Gl'lmL. Syst. Nat., i, 658, (1788.)-LATII. Ind.
Orn., ii, 724, (1790.)
Totam1s incanus, VmrLL. Diet. Deterv., vi, 400~ (1816.)
Heteroscelus incanus, CovEs. Key N. A. Birds, 261, (1872.)
Tringa glareola, PALL. Zoog. Rosso-As., ii, 194, pl. 60, (1811.)
Totanus brevipes, VrEILL. Diet. Deterv., vi, 400, (1816.)-CASS.
Pr. A. N. S., viii, 40, (1856.)
Ileteroscelus b1·evipes, BAIRD. B. N. A., 734, pl. 88, (1858.)-DALL.
Tr. Chic. Acud., i, 293, (1869.)
Totanus fuliginosus, GoULD. Voy. Beagle; Birds, 130., (1841.)GRA Y.. G. of B., iii, pl. 154.
Scolopax unclu.l£tta1' FO:f{ST. _; Dt}scr. Anim., ed. Licht., 173, (1S44.)
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Totcmuspulve1·ulentus, MtjLL. Verband., 153, (1844.)-SCHLEGEL,
Fauna Japan, pl. 65.
Totanus oceanicus, LEss. Comp. Buff., 244, (1847.)
Totanus polynesil£, PEALE. Voy. Vine. and Peac.; Birds, 237,
(1848.)
Totanus g1·iseopygius, GouLD. B. Aust., vi, pl. 38.
Gambetta brevipes, juliginosa, pult•e1·ulenta, oceanica, gl'iseopygia:~
BONAPARTE.

Two specimens are contained in Mr. Elliott's collections.
Migratory regularly, but does not breed here. It comes every
year early in June, and subsequently re-appears toward the
end of July, when it may be obtained on the rocky beaches.
It never visits the uplands, and is a very shy and quiet bird.
443. NuDienhis borealis, (FoRST.) LATH.-Esqnimaux Curlew.

This curlew only visits the Prybilov Islands in the same manner as the Limosa. It breeds, apparently in great numbers, in
the Anderson River region, to judge from the numerous sets of
eggs in the Smithsonian forwarded by Mr. R. Macfarlane. Th·e
usual nest-complement is four, made up usually the third week
in June. The nest is placed on a barren plain, and made of
decayed leaves placed under the eggs in a depression of the
ground. The eggs vary to the great extent usual among
waders. The ground is olive-drab, either tending more to
green, to gray, or to brown in different instances. The markings are always numerous and bold, of the dark chocolate,
bister, and sepia browns of different depths, together with the
usual stone-gray shell-markings. These always tend to aggregation at the larger end, or, at least, are more numerous on the
major half of the egg, though the distribution is sometimes
nearly uniform, and in no instance is the small end entirely free
from spots. In one set the large end is almost completely occupied by a dense confluence of very dark markings. The smallest,
and at the same time shortes~, egg measures only 1.90 x 1.40 ;
the longest and narrowest, 2.12 x 1.33; an average egg is
2.00 X 1.45.
We may refer, in this connection, to a species of curlew lately
ascertained to inhabit Alaska, as one which may be expected
to occur also on the Prybilov Islands. This interesting addition to our fauna is the l{umenius jemoralis of Peale-a species
about as large as N. hudsonicus, and somewhat resembling it',
but readily distinguished by the curious long bristly filaments
which tip the abdominal feathers, and other characters. A
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male specimen was taken by F. Bischoff at Fort Kenai, Alaska,
l\fay 18, 1869, and is now in the Smithsonian. (See Vigors,
Zool. Journ., iv, 356; and Zool. Voy. Blossom, 28.)
A single specimen only of the Esquimaux curlew was taken
y Mr. Elliott on Saint Paul's Island, June, 1872. None other
than this one was seen by him.
482. Philacte canagica, (SEVAST.) BANN.-Ernperor Goose. Painted
Goose.
A1ws canagica, SEVAST.. Nov. Act. Acad. St. Peters., xiii, 346, pl.
10, (1800.)
A.nse1· canagicus, BRANDT. Bull. Sc. St. Peters., i, 37, (1836.)
BRANDT. Descr. et Ic. An. Rosso-As., 7, pl. 1, (1836.)
Cllloepllaga canagica, BoNAP. Comptes Rendns, (1856.)-B.HRD.
B. N. A., 768, (1858.)-DALL and BANN. Trans. Chic. Acad.,
i, 296, (1869.)-DALL. Proc. Cala. Acad., (Feb., 1873.)
Philacte canagica, BANN. Proc. Phila. Acad., 131, (1870.)CouEs. Key, 283, (1872.)

A set of five eggs, taken by Mr. Dall in Kuselvak Slough,
June 20, 1868 are much elongated and nearly equal at either
end. The color is white, but with fine pale-brown dotting, giving a general light dirty-brown aspect. Specimens measure
.3.33 X 3.10 ; 3.40 X 2.90, &c.
''Visits the islands only as a straggler, sometimes landing
so exhausted that the natives capture a whole flock in open
chase over the grass, the birds being unable to use their wings
for :f:Ught. I found the flesh of this bird, contrary to report, free
from any unpleasant flavor, and, in fact, very good. The objectionable quality is only skin-deep, and may be got rid of by due
care in the preparation of the bird for the table."
Mr. Dall's interesting note may be appended, in further illustration of the history of this species:
"This magnificent bird abounds in profusion in the Kuselvak
Slough, or mouth of the Yukon, to the exclusion of all other
species. l\iy endeavors to reach that point being unavailing,
I was obliged to do my best to obtain specimens elsewhere. It
is quite scarce around the Kwichpak Slough and on the seacoast. By offering a large reward, I obtained four fine specimens from the marshes around Kutlik. It is the largest of the
geese of the country, and the delicate colors of the body, with
the head and. nape snow-white, tipped with rich amber-yellow,
are a beautiful sight. The eye is clark-brown; feet, flesh-color.
The eggs are larger and longer than those of A.. ga.mbeU, and
rather brow·n fulvous, tbe color being in minute dots. It lays
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on the ground, like the other geese. The Eskimo name is
Nachowth'luk. The raw flesh and skin have an intolerable odor
of garlic, which renders it a very disagreeable task to skin
them, but when cooked this entirely passes away, and the flesl\,
•
is tender and good eating.
''This goose arrives about June 1, or earlier, according to the
season. As soon .as the eggs are hatched the birds begin t()
molt. I saw half-molted specimens at Pastolik, July 29,
1867. It remains longer than any other goose, lingering until
the whole sea-coast is fringed with ice, feeding on JJ!ytilus edulis and other shell-fish, and has been seen as late as November
1 by the Russians. It usually goes in pairs, or four or five
together, rather than in large flocks. Its :ttote is shriller and
clearer than that of A. gambeli or B. hutchinsi, and it is shyer
than the other geese, except the black brant."
According to Mr. Dall, the emperor-goose does not occur in
the Aleutian Islands from Ounalashka eastward.
48Ga.

Branta canadensis, var.Ieucopareia, (BnDT.) CouEs.White-collared goose. " Chornie Goose."
.Anser canadensis, PALLAS, nee auct. Zoog. Rosso-.As., ii, 230, (1811.)
..dnm· leucopareius, BRANDT. Bull. Ac. Acad. St. Petersb., i, 37,
(1836.) BRANDT. Descr. et Ic. Anim. Rosso-As., 13, pl. 2, (1836.)
Bernicla leucopareia, CASSIN. Ill. 272~ pl. 45, (1855.)-BD. B. N.
A., 764, (1858.)-DALL. Trans. Chic. Acau., i, 295, (1869.)
Branta leucopa1·eia., GRAY. Hand-list, iii, 76, No. 10580, (1871.)
Branta canadensis var. leucopareia, CouEs. Key 2tl4, Fig. 185 b1
(1872.)

There is no reasonable question that this is anything more than
a race of the common B. canadensis. The supposed specific cllaracters, not very tangible at best, are not entirely constant.
According to Mr. Dall, this goose is abundant on the coast
about the mouth of the Yukon, where it breeds, but it is nne
at Nulato or farther inland. The eggs were obtained at Pastolik.
"Occasionally straggles to the islands in small squads of ten
to thirty, evillently driven by high winds from their customary
line of migration along the mainland. Though not breediug
here, it spends, occasionally; weeks at a time on the lakelets
and uplands, before taking flight either north or south, as tile
season may be."
488. Anas boscbas, (L.)-Mallard.

"A pair bred during the season of 1872, on Pol~vina Lakelet,
Saint Paul's Island, and several were observed later in the
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fan. The mallard was also noted on Saint George's Island, but
it is certainly not a regular visitor of either island."
492. lUaa·eca penelope, (L.) BP.-Tflidgeon.

It is an interesting fact that the widgeon which visits the
PrybHov Islands is not M. americana, which would have been
anticipated, but the true M. penelope, as lVIr. Elliott's specimens
attest.
"It is seldom seen, never in pairs, does not breed on the
islands, and apparently the few individuals noted during two
years' observation were wind-bound or astray.
50 . Harelda glacialis, (L.) LEACH.-Long-tailed Duck. "Saafka."

"Common and resident. It breeds on the lakelt~ts and sloughs
of Saint Paul's, in limited numbers.
''This is a very noisy bird, particularly in the spring, when,
with the breaking up of the ice, it comes into the open reaches
of water with its peculiar, sonorous, and reiterated cry of ahnaah-nauh·yah, which rings cheerfully upon the ear after the
silence and desolation of an ice-bound arctic winter."
The eggs of this species, according to the sets before me, are
six or seven in number, of the usual shape and smooth texture
of shell; one set is more decidedly pale greenish than the other,
which is lighter, and rather gray, slightly inclining to ereaminess. They measure 2.20 x 1.50, down to 1.90 x 1.40. One set
was taken June 22, the other July 5.
510. Histl'ionicus tot•quatus (L.) BP.-Harleqnin Duck.

"Common on and around the . island shores, idly floating
amid the surf in flocks of fifty or sixty, or basking and preening on the beaches an(l outlying rocks. It may be seen aU the
year round, excepting only when forced away by the ice-floes.
Its neat, however, eluded my search; and, although I am quite
confident that it breeds on either the rocky beaches or the high
ridges iuland, the natives themselves were equally ignorant of
its eggs.
"l\Iy experience of this bird, .it will be observed, differs from
:M:r. Dall's, who states that it 'is an essentially solitary species,
found, alone or in pairs, only in the most retired spots, on the
small rivers flowing into the Yukon, where it breeds.' (Trans.
Clzioago A cad., i, 298.) I did not find it particularly wild or ·
shy, and numbers are killed by the natives every fall or spring.
It is a remarkably silent bird; . I heard from it no cry what- ·

/

192

ALASKA.

ever during the whole year. It is a most gregarious duck; solitary pairs ne-ver stray away from the flock. The females seem
to outnumber the males, two to one."
511.

Somatel'ia.stellel'i, (PALL.) NEWT.-Steller's Eider.
Anas stelleri, PALL. Spic. Zool., vi. 35, pl. 5, (1769.)
Clangula stelle1·i, Bom. Isis, 564, (1822.)
Fnligula stelleri, BP. Syn. B. U. S. 394, (1828.)
MaC'ropus stelleri, NUTT. Man., ii, 451, (1834.)
Polysticta stelleri, EYTON. Hist. Brit. B., 79, (1836.)-BD. B. N.
A., 801, (1858.)
Eniconetta stelleri, GRAY. List Gen. of B., 95, (1840.)
Harelda stelleri, KEYS, et Blas. vVirb. Europ., 230, (1840.)
Heniconetta stelleri, AGASS. Ind. Univ., 178, (1846.)
Somatm·ia stelleri, NEWT. P. Z. S., 400, (1861.)-COUES. Key, 291,
(1872.)
Anas dispar, SPARRM. Mus. Carls., pl. vii, viii, (1786.)
Fttligula dispar, STEPH. Shaw's Gen. Zool., xii, 206, (1824.)
Stelleria dispm·, BP. Comp. List B. Eur. and N. A., 57, (1838.)
Anas occidua, BONN. et VIEILL. Ency. Met., i, 130, (1823.)

"A few of these ducks were observed, but not secured, on
Saint Paul's, in tne spring of 1872. Two were shot at the East
Point, Saint George's, the same year. It is only a straggler."
As several experienced ornithologists have stated, Steller's
duck is a true eider in all essential respects. Various views of
its systematic position which have been entertained are indicated by the foregoing synonymy.
An egg of Steller's duck, in the Smithsonian, from the Petersburg Museum, through H. E. Dresser, esq., collected in
Kamtschatka, measures 2.20 x 1.60, and is like that of the common eider in shape, color·, and texture of shell.
534. Graculus bicl'istatus, (PALL.) GRAY.
Red-faced Cormorant.
"Oreel.''
'I Red-faced Cornt01Y.cnt or Shag, PENNANT & LATHAM. (Arct. Zool.,
11, 584; Gen. Syn. vi, 601. Kamtschatka.)
'I Pelecanus u1·ile, G:i\-r. Syst. Nat., 1, 575, (1788.)-LATH. Ind.
Orn. ii, 888, (1790.)
Phalacrocorax bicristatus, PALL. Zoog. Rosso-As., ii, 301, pl. 75,
f. 2, (1811.)
Graculus bicristatus, GRAY. Gen. of Birds. Hand-list, iii, 128,
No. 11129.-BD. Tr. Chic. Acad., 1, 321, pl. 33, (1869.)-DALL.
& BANN. Ibicl., 302.-CouEs. Key, 304, (1872.)
U1·ile bicristatu.q 'n.P.,pm·tirn. Comp. AY'., 11, 175, (1851.)
" Phalacrocoru pelagicus, PALL." Zoog. Rosso-As., ii, 303, pl.
76, (1811.)

The cormorant, which swarms on the Prybilov Islands, appears to be unquestionably the bird of Pallas, which is most
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probably the red-faced cormorant, P. w·ile, of earlier authors.
In adult plumage it is readily recognized by the naked red
skin which entirely surrounds the base of the bill, somewhat
carunculate, and the blue base of the under mandible, as well
as by the other points noticed in the later treatises abO\'e
quoted. In the g1eat confusion subsisting among autlwrs respecting the North Pacific cormorants, we do not venture to
cite several names more or less probably synonymous.
Several eggs of this cormorant, brought in by lVIr. Elliott, are
covered with the white, chalky incrustation, in a maximum
amount of depth and irregularity, the shell being very pale
bluish beneath. They measure about 2tr inches Jong by 1tr wide,
being thus narrowly elongate, though little more pointed at
one end than at the other. They are all much soiled with the
filth of the nest.
"This cormorant, the only one of its tribe visiting the Seal
Islands, is a common bird, and is found the whole year round.
The terrible storms in February and March are unable to drive
the" shag" away from the sheltered cliffs of the island, while
aJI otller species, eyen the big northern gull, depart for the open
water south.
"It comes on to the cliffs to make its nest and lay, the earliest
of the birds in this sea. Two eggs were taken from a nest on
the reef, Saint Paul's Island, June 1, 1872, which is over three
weeks in advance of the other water-fowl, almost without exception. The nest is large, carefully rounded up, and built upon
some jutting point or narrow shelf along the face of a cliff or
bluff; in its construction sea-ferns, (Sert'ltlm·idre,) grass, &c.,
are used, together with a cement made largely of their excrement.
"The eggs are usually three in number, sometimes four, and,
compared with the size of the bird, are very small. They are
oval, of a dirty, whitish gray, green, and blue color, but soon
become soiled; for although the bircl's plumage is sleek and
bright, yet it is exceedingly slovenly and :filthy about the nest.
The young come from the shell at the expiration of three
weeks' incubation, without feathers, and almost bare even of
down. They grow rapidly, being fed by the old birds, who
<.>ject the contents of their stomachs, such as ~mall :fish, crabs,
and shrimps all over and around the nest. In about six weeks
the young cormorant can take to its wings, being then fully as
large and heavy as the parentR; but it is not until the beginning
of its second year that it bas the bright plumage and metallic
13
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gloss of the adult, wearing, during the first :year, a dull drabbrown coat, with the brilliant colors of the base of the bill and
gular sac subdued.
" ThilS shag is a bold and very inquisitive bird, a eel utters no
souud whatever except when flying over and around a boat or
ship, which apparently has a magneti~ power of attraction for
them. When they are hovering and circling around in this
way, I have heard a low, droning croak come from them.
H The cormorant cannot be called a bird of graceful action at
any place, either on the wing or on shore. Its flight is a quick
beating of the wings, (which are usually more or less ragged,)
with the neck and head stretched out horizontally to the full
length. It is exceedingly inquisitive, flying around again
and again to satisfy its curiosity, but never alighting on a boat
or ship, though coming close enougll sometimes to be almost
touched by hand. It is Yery dirty on · the rocks, and does not
keep its nest iu tidy trim like the gu1ls; but iu regard to
its plumage, it cannot be surpassed, or even equalea, by
any bird of Bering Sea for brilliant gloss and glittering
sheen. It fairly shimmers, when in the sunlight, with deep
bronze and purple reflections, as though clothed in steel armor.
"In their stomachs I have found almost invariably the remains of small fish and a coil of worms, (Neuwtoda.)
"As this bird is found during the whole winter, in spite of
severe weather, perched on the sheltered bluffs, the natives regard it with a species of affection, for it furnishes the only·supply that they can draw upon for fresh meat, soups, and stews,
always wanted by the sick; and were the shags sought after
throughout the year, as they are during the short .s pell of
intensely-bitter weather that occurs in severe winters, driving
the otller water-fowl away, they would certainly be speeilily exterminated. They are seldom shot, however, when anything
else can be obtained."
Diomedea bl'acbytua, TEMM.-Slwrt-taile(l.dlbatross.

''Twenty or thirty years ago, when . whaling-vessel~ were
reaping their rich harvests in Bering and the Arctic Seas, the
albatross was often seen about the islands, feeding upon the
whale-carrion which might drift on shore. But with the decrease
of the whale-fishery the birds have almost disappeared. Only
a single individual was noted during my two years' residence.
This was taken by Dr. Meany, on the nm'th shore of Saint
George's.
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''It is common around Ounalashka Island, where I saw a
large number, on my way to San Francisco, in August, 1873."
582a. Fulmai'US glacialis var. I'odge•·si, (CAss.) CouEs.-Rodgers's
Fulmal'. "Lupus."
·
Fulmaru11 ?'Odge1·sii, CASS. Proc. Phil a. Acad., 290, ( 1862. )-COUES.
op. cit., 29, (1866.)-B.\.IRD. Tr. Chicago Acad., i, 323, pl. 34,
fig. 1, (1869.)-DALL et BA~N. Ibid., :~03.
Fulmants glacialis var.1·oclgersi, CouEs.-Key N. A. Birds, 327,
(1872.)

Distinguished from the ordinary fnlmar by the restriction of
the darker slate-gray mm1tle, most oft he wing-coverts and some
of the secondaries being white.
An egg of this fulmar, procured by l\fr. Elliott, is much more
elongate than the only specimen of F. glacialis before me, and
the shell is even rougher than in the latter, with innumerable
1·aised points and minute fossrn. It measures 2.90 in length by
1.90 in breadth, and is scarcely more pointed at one end than
at the other. The color is white, much soiled, in this instance,
with adventitjous yellow discoloration. The description applies
to the whole of a large series examined.
''This is the only representative of the Procellarince I have
seen on or about the Prybilov Islands. It repairs to the cliffs,
especially on the south and east shores of Saint George's,
comes very early in the season, and selecting some rocky
shelf, secure from all enemies ·save man, where, making no nest
whatever, it lays a single large, white, oblong-oval egg, aD:d
immediately commences the duty of incubating. It is one of
the most de\Toted of all water-fowl to its cbarge, for it will not
be scared from the egg by any demonstration that may be
made in the way of tbrowing rocks or yelling, and will even
die as it set8 rather than take to fligbt, as I have frtqnently
witne8S<.'d.
"The fulmar lays by 1st to 5th of June. The egg is very
palatable, fully equal to tbat of our domestic duck-even
better. The natives lower tbemselves over the cliffs, and
gather a large uumber of eggs every season on Saint George's
Island.*
* But it is hazardous work, aud these people on St. George seldom gat.ber
more than they want at the time of taking. The sensation experienced by
the writer, who bas dangled over these precipices on a slight tbong of
raw-bide, with the surf boiling three or four hundred feet uelow, and loose
rocks rattling down from above, anyone of which was liable to destroy life,
is one not to ho expressed by language, and which, I think, quite sufficient
excuse for 1111~ na.ti ves to be content with just as few eggs as possi blt-.-H. W. E.
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"The Lupus never flies in flocks; it pairs early, and is then
exceedingly quiet. I have never heard it utter a sound save a
low, droning croak, when disgorging food for its young.
" The chick comes out a perfect puff-baH of white down,
gaining its first plumage in about six weeks. It is a dull gray,
black at :first, but by the end of the season it lJecomes like the
parents in coloration, onl~ much d.:trker on the back aud scapularies.
" They are the least edible of all the birds about the islands.
Like others of the family, they vomit up the putrid contents
of their stomachs upon the slightest provocation."
540. Stercorarius poutatoJ•bious, VIEILL.-Poma1·ine Jager. '' Razboi-nik."
Larus parasiticus, MEY. etWoLF. Tasch. Deutsch., 11,490, (1810.)
Lants crepidatus, G::l'r. L. N., i, 602, (1788.) (Qu. tes Sterc. stl'iatus
Bmss.)
Lestris striatus, EYTON. Br. Birds, 53.
Stercom1·ius pornarin'l:ls, VIEILL. Nouv. Diet. d'Ili:st. Nat., xxxii,
158, (1819.)-COVES. Proc. Phil. Acad., 129, (1863.)
Stercorarius pomatorhinus, CovEs. Key, 30!), (1872.)
Cataractes poma1·inus, STEPII. Gen. Zool., xiii: 216, pl. 24, (1 25.)
Coprotheres pomarinus, REICIJ, Syst. Av., 52, (1580.)
Cataractes pamsita Yar. camtschatica, PAI"LAS. Zoog. Rosso-As.,
ii, 312, (1811.)

"A. rare visitor. The specimen secured was the only one
seen on the island~. It was found on the bigh, mossy uplands,
perched in a listless attitude on a tussock of grass."
541. StercOI'ai·ius pa1·asi1icus, (BnuxN.) GnAY.-Parasitic Jiigcr.
Catharacta parasitica, Bnu:xN. Orn. Bor., 37, (1764.)
Lartts parasiticus, LINN. Syst. Nat., i, 226, (17Gfj.)
Cataractes parasita, PALL. Zoog. R. A., ii, 310, (1811.)
Lestris pamsita, lLLIGER. Prod., 273, (1811.)
Lestris parasitica, KEYS et BLAS. '\Virb. Eur., 1, 240, (1840.)
Stercomriusparasiticus, GRAY. Gen. ofB., 10,652, (1849.)-LAWR.
B. N. A., 839, (1858.)-Com,;s. Pr. Phila. Acad., 133, (1863.)DALL et BAN'N. Tr. Chicago .A.cad., i, 303, (1869.)
Lest1·is 1'ichardsoni, Sw. F. B. A., 11, 433, pl. 73, (1831.)
Sterco1·arius ?'ichardsoni, COVES. Proc. Phila. Acad., 135, (1863.)
Catamctes1·ichardsoni, MACGILLIVHAY. l\Ian. Orn., ii, 2G7, (1842.)
Catharacta coprotheres, BnuxN. Orn. Bor., 38, (1764.)
Lestris coprotheres, DEsMuus. Traite Ool., 551, (1860.)
Ste1:cora1·ius crepidatus, VIEILL. Nonv, Diet., xxxii, 155, (1819.)
(Not ofGmelin.)
Lest1·is crepidata, DEGLAND. l\Iem. Soc. Roy. Lillo, 108, (1838.)
Ste1·co1·a1·ius CC]Yphus, Sw. F. B. A., ii, 432, (1831.)
Lcstt'is hardyi et spinicauda, UP. Cousp. AY., ii, 210, (1856.)
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''I have seen but four or five examples of this species, which
may be rated as an infrequent visitor. It may be found upon
the grassy uplands, where it will alight and stand dozing in an
indolent attitude for hours. No one of the three species of
Stercorarius was observed to breed here."
Numerous eggs of this species from the barren grounds of
the Anderson River region, and the arctic coast to the eastward, offer the following characters: The ground color is as
various, and of the same shades, as that already mentioned
under head of Nurnenius borealis, and in fact the whole aspect
of the egg, markings included, is quite similar. But although
pointed, they have not the peculiar pyriform shape usual among
Limicolm. I find no specimens heavily marked at the butt,
though the tendency is to a wreath by confluence around
tbe larger end. In some specimens the markings are all small
and scratchy, and distributed with "uniform irregularity" over
the whole surface. A certain proportion of stone-gray shellmarkings always appears to accompany the various chocolate
and other browns of the surface. Specimens range from 2.40
x 1. 70 to 2.00 x 1.50, averaging nearer the former dimension.
The eggs of the next species cannot be distinguished from
those of the present with certainty, since, though they average
less in size, the larger specimens overlap the measurements of
even average parasiticus. A fair specimen is 2.10 x 1.50; the
smallest examined measured only 1.90 x 1.40.
542. Stercoral'ius bufl'oni, (Bom.) CouEs.-Long-tailed Jager.
? Catharacta cepphus, BRUNN. Orn.'Bor., 36, (1764.)
Lestris cepplms, KEYS et .BLAS. Wirb. Eur., i, 240, (1840.)
Stercora1·ius cepplws, GRAY. Gen. of B., iii, 652, (1849.)-LAWR.
B.N.
A., 840, (1858.)-CouES. Proc. Pllila. Acad., 243, (1861.)
? Harus parasiticus, LATH. Ind. Orn., ii, 819, (1790.)
Lestris parasiticus, TEM?If. Man. Orn., iv, 501, (1840.)-Sw. &
RICH. F. B. A., ii, 430, (1831.)
Sterco1·a1·ius longicandatus, BRISSON.-VIEILL. :Nouv. Diet.,
xxxii, 157, (1819.)
Lestris longicaudatus, THO::.\IP. Nat. Hist. Ireland, iii, 399, (1851.)
Cataractis longicauclatus, MACGILL. 1\fan. Orn., ii, 258, (1842.)
Lestris buffoni, Born. Isis, 562-576, (1822.)
Stercorarius buffoni, CouES. Proc. Phila. Acacl., 136, (1863.)DALLetBANN. Trans. Chic. Acad., i, 304, (1869.)-COUES. Key
N. A. Birds, 310, 1872.
Lestris lessoni, DEGLA1~D. 1\fem. Soc. Roy. Lille, (1838.)
Lestris crepidata,, BREHM. Nn.turg. Eur. Vcg., 747, (1823.)

"Seldom seen.

The specimen in my collection is one of
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the only two I ever obsern;d on the islands. Wilen I came
upon them, July 20, 1872, they were apparently feeding upon
insects, and upon a small black berry wllieh ripens on the
highlands," (the fruit of the Empetrum nignmt.)
543.

Lat•us.glaueus,

Bnu~N.-Glaucous

Gull. Burgomasie1'. '' Chikie."

'' This large, handsome bird is restricted by reason to Walrus
Island alone, although it comes sailing O'fer and around all the
islands, in easy, graceful flight, every hour of the day, and frequently, late in the fall, will settle down by hundreds upon
the carcasses on the killing-grounds. But upon Walrus !:::;land
this bird is at home, and there lays its eggs in neat ne ts, built
of sea-ferns and dry grass, placed among the grassy tussocks
on the center of the island :-there are no foxes here.
"It remains by the islands during the whole season. Though
it is sometimes driven by the ice to tile open water fifty to a
hundred miles south, it returns immediately after the floe disappears.
"The 'chikie' lays as early as the 1st to 4th of June, depositing three eggs usually within a week or ten days. These
eggs are large, spherically oval, having. a dark grayish-brown
ground, with irregular patches of darker brown-black. They
vary somewhat in size, but the shape and pattern of coloring is
quite constant.
"The young burgomaster comes from the shell at the expiration of three weeks' incubation, in a pure-white, thick coat of
down, which is speedily supplanted by a brownish-black and
gray plumage, with which the bird takes flight, having nearly
the size of the parent. This dark coat changes within the
next three months to one nearly white, with the lavender-gray
back of the adult; the legs change from a pale-grayish tone to
the rich yellow of the mature condition, and the bill also passes
from a dull-brown color to a bright yellow with a red spot on
the lower mandible.
"It has a loud, shrill cry, becoming soon very monotonous
by its constant repetition, and also utters a low, chattering
croak while coasting.
''It is a very neat bird about its nest, and keeps its plumage in a condition of snowy purity. It is not very numerous;
I do not think that there were more than five or six hundred
nests on Walrus Island at the time of my visit, in 1872."
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.652. La1·us tt·idactylus var. kotzebui, (Br.) CoDES.-Pacific Kitti·
11•ake. "Chornie-nausllkie goverooskie."
Ri8sa kotzebui, J?p. C'onsp. Av., 11, 226, (1856.)-CouES. Pr.
Pllila. Acad., 305, (11:l62. )-COUES. Pr. Phila. Acad., 207, (1869.}
Lants tridactylus, DALL & BANN. Tr. Chic. Acau., 1, 305, (18G9.)
Larus tridactylus var. kotzebui, CODES, Key, 314, (1872.)

We have ca1led attention, in our publications above quoted,
to the fact that the North Pacific kittiwake bas the binu toe
better formed than that of the Atlantic bird; and this is tlle
sole basis of the supposed species.
Although thus so similar to the true Larus tridactylus that it
cannot be specifically distinguished, and also totally distinct
from the next species, there bas been a strange confusion regarding it. I do not venture now to add to the foregoing synonymy seYeral names more or less doubtfully here applicaule. Bonaparte quc,tes as ssnon~' mous, Rissa nivea of Bruch, J. f. 0.,
1855, 285; and also queries R. brachyrhyncha of Bruch, ibid.,
1853, 103. No oue of the four species of Rissa described by
l\ir. La\1Tence, in 1858, in Baird's work, pp. 854, 855, belongs
here.
"This kittiwake breeds here by tens of thousan<ls, in company with R. brevirostr-is, coming at the same time, but layiug
.a week or ten days earlier; in all other respects it correspon<ls
in habit, and is in just about the same number. It is a remarkably constant bird in coloration, when a<lult, for I have failed
to observe the slightest variation·in plumage among the great
num hers here under my notice.
''In building its nest it uses more grass and less mud-cement
than the brevi'rostris does. The eggs are more pointed at the
small end and lighter in the ground.-color, with numerous spots
and blotches of <lark urown. The chick is difficult to distinguish with certainty from tho brevit·o'Stris, and it is not until two
or three weeks have passed that any difference can be noted in
the length of bill and color of feet.
"Like Rissa b?·evit·ostris, the male treads the female on the
nest, and nowhere else, making a loud, shrill, screaming sound
during the ceremony."
553. Lae·us bJ•evirostl'is, (BRANDT.)-Short-billed or Red-legged Kittitoake. "Goverooskie."
Rissa brevi1·ostris, BRANDT.-LAWR. B.N. A., 855, (1858.)-DALL
& BANN. Tr. Chicago Acad., i, 305, (1869.)
Lams brevirostris, CODES. Key N. A. Birds, 315, (1872.)
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LaTus brachyrhynclms, GouLD. P. Z. S., (July 25, 1843.)-Got:LD.
Voy. Sulphur, 50, pl. 34, ( - . ) Not of RICHARDSON.
Rissa bmchyrh!Jncl!a, BP. Consp. Av., ii, 226, (1856.)-Cot:ES.
Proc. Phila. Acad., 306, (1862.)
Rissa nivea, LAwn. B. N. A., 855, (1858.) (E:s:cl. Syn. Not Lm·us
nivelts, PALL.)

This excellent species will instantly be distinguished from the
preceding by its short bill, and especially by its rich coral, vermilion, or lake-red legs, (drying straw-yellow.) There is no
possibility of confounding the two, although their synonymy
has become mvolved to such an extent that the task of disentangling it is almost hopeless. The names above quoted ar~ of
unquestionable pertinence here; several others that might be
quoted are preferably left untouched.
''This beautiful gull, one of the most elegant of birds on the
wing, seems to favor these islands with its presence to the exclusion of other land, coming here by tens of thousands to breed.
It is especially abundant on Saint George's I8land. It is cer·tainly by far the most attracti\Te of all tile gulls; its short, symmetrical bill, large hazel eye, with crimson lids, and bright-red
feet, contrasting richly with the snowy-white plumage of the
head, neck, and under parts.
"Like Larus glaucus, this bird remains about the islands
during the whole season, coming on the cli:fl's for the purpose of
nest-building·, breeding by the 9th of May, and deserting the
bluffs when the young are fully fledged and ready for flight,
early in October.
"It is much more cautious and prudent than the 'arrie,' for
its nests are placed on almost inaccessible shelves and points,
so that seldom can a nest be reached unless a person is lowered
down to it by a rope passed over the cliff.
"Nest-building is commenced by this bird early in May, and
completed, usually, not much before the :first of July. It uses
dry grass and moss, cemented with mud, which it gathers at
the margin of the small fresh-water sloughs and ponds scattered
over the islands. The nest is solidly and neatly put up, the
parent birds working in the most diligent and amiable manner~
"Two eggs are the usual number, although occasionally three
will be found in the nest. If these eggs are removed, the female
will renew them, like the 'arrie,' in the course of another week
or ten days. They are of the size and shape of the common
hen's egg, but colored with a dark-gray ground, spotted and
blotched with sepia-brown patches aud dots. Once in a wbih,
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an egg will have on its smaller end a large number of suffused
blood-red spots.
''Both parents assist in the labor of incubation, which lasts
from twenty-four to twenty-six days. The chick comes out with
a pure-white downy coat, and pale whitish-gray bill and feet,
resting helplessly in the nest while its feathers grow. During
this period it is a comical-looking object. The natives capture
them now and pet them, having a number every year scattered
through the village, where thP.y become very tame, and it is not
until fall, when cold weather sets in and makes them restless,
that tbey leave their captors and fly away to sea.
"Tltis bird is very constant in its specific characters. Among
thousands of them I have never observed any variation in the
coloration of the bills, feet, or plumage of the mature birds, with
one exception. There is a variety, seldom seen, in which the
feet are nearly yellow, or rather yellow than red, and the edge
of the eyelid is black instea~ of scarlet; there is also a dark
patch back of each eye. The color of the feet is probably an
accidental individual peculiarity; the dark eye-patch and
absence of bright color from the eyelids may depend upon
season.''
606. Colymbus al'Cticus, (L.)-Black-throated Dit·er.

It is interesting to observe that this bird is the true 0. arcticus,
and not var. pacificus, which miglJt have been expected to occur.
This is sufficiently attested by the measurements of a fine adult
specimen, No. 408 of 1\ir. Elliott's collection. Length, about 31
inches; wing, 12; bill, along culmen, 2i; along gape, 4; its
depth at base, .80; tarsus, 3i; middle toe and claw, 4. The
bill is quite stout, with the culmen convex throughout, showing ·
nothing of the slender, straight, or almost recurved shape characteristic of var. pacificus.
We find nothing respecting this species in 1\ir. Elliott's MSS.
It was the only one seen by him. It was found dead, cast upon
the sand-beach at Zapadnie, Saint George's Island, and brought
to Mr. E. by the natives, who ciffercd among themselves as to
whether they had ever noticed it before about the islands. At
all mTents, it is seldom seen there.
610.

Podiceps g'l'iseil!;'ena, (BODD.)-Red-necked Grebe.

As in the case of the last species, the present is of the typical
form rather than of the North American variety. The difference,.
as stated in our synopsis, (Pr. Phila. Acad., 1862, 232,) lies in
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the size and coloration of the bill. In true griseigena the bill is
little, if any, o"Ver 1.50 inches along the culmen, or 2.00 along
the gape, and the yellow is either entirely restricted to the base,
or only extends thence a little on the edgs of the under mandible. In var. lwlbolli the aboYe-mcritioned measurement~'! of
the bill are respectiYely 1.90 and ~.40, and mnch or mo~t of the
under mandible, with tl1e cuttiug-etlges of the nppPr, are yellow.
In the present specimen, the culmen measures l.GO; tltc gape,
2.15, and there is little yellow, cxcep tin~ at tl.Je base of the
bill.

Eggs of the American red-necket grebe, f10m the Yulwn
and other interior arctic localities, are rongb, wuitc, either
inclining to pale-greenish or with lm.Efy discoloratiou, nnd of
the usual narrowly-elongate shape common in the family. They
measure from 2.10 to 2.35 in length by 1.25 to 1.45 in breadth,
the longer eggs not always being proportionally wide.
"It is the only specimen seen during my residence upou the
islands, It has been observed before uy tllC nathTes, who, however, affirm that it is uncommon."
G17.

F;·atercula co••niculata, (N.A UM.)

BnA'-.DT.-Horncd Pu.ffin.
"Epatka."
(?)A lea m·ctica, var. B., LATH. Iud. Oru., ii, 792, (1790.)
L.Jmda arctica, PALL. partim., Zoog. R. A., ii, 3G5, (1811.)
Mormon corniculatum, NAU:'IL Isis, 782, pl. 7, f. 3, 4, (1821.)KrTTL. Knpf. Natnrg. Vog. pl. i, fig. 1.-DALL & BANN.
Trans. Chic. Acad., i, 308, (1869.)
Mormon (Fratercula) corniculata, Bp. Comptes Reudus, 774,
(1856.)-CAss., iu Bu. B. N. A., 902, (1858.)
F1·atercula ( Ceratoble]Jhamm) corniculata, BRANDT. Bull. Sc.
Acad. St. Petersb., ii, 34R: (1837.)
Fratercula corniculata, GRAY. Gen. B., iii, 6:37, pl. 174, (1849.)COUES. Pr. Phila. Acad., 1868.-COUES. Key, 340, (1872.)
Lunda co1·niculata, SCHLEGEL. M.P. B., ix, Kerin., 28, (1867.)
Lunda ( Ccratoblephm·um) coTniculata, BRANDT. Bull. Sc. Acad.,
St. Petersb, vii, 242, ( 1869.)
Momwn glacialis, GouLD, nee. LEACH. B. Eur, v, pl. 40-t,
(1837.)-AUD. Orn. Biog., iii, 549, pl. 29~, (1835.)--ID. B.
Amer., vii, 236, pl. 463.
·

An egg before me is noticeably more elongate than that of
F. arctica or of F. cirrhata., though not more pointed. The shell
is rather rough, and dead-white. We may anticipate tbat in
some instances a few obscure ollsolete spots may appear, as
they occasion'1lly do in the eggs of F. a·rctica., and, doubtless,
also show the usual discolorations in many cases. The present specimen measures 2.75 by 1.75.
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•' The eye never fails to be arrested by this odd-looking bird,
with its great shovel-like, lemon-yellow and red bill, as it sits
squatted in glum silence on the rocky clifl'-perches, regarding
approach with an ail' of stolid wonder. It seems to have been
fashioned with especial regard to tlw fantastic and comical.
''This mormon, in comn;wn with one other species, Jll. ciTrhata,
eomes up from · the sea, from the south, to the cliffs of the
islands about the lOth of l\'Iay, always in pairs, never coming
~r going in flocks.
It makes a nest of dried sea-ferns, grass,
moss, &c., far back or down in some deep, rocky crevice, wllere
the egg when laid is generally inaccessil>le-notlling but blasting-powder would reach it.
·
''It lays but a single egg, large, oblong-oval, pure .white,
and, contrary to the custom of the gulls, arries, choochkies, &c.,
when the egg is removed the sea-parrot does not renew it, but
deserts the nest, pel'haps locating elsewhere. The young chick I
have not been able to get-not until it corues out fledged and
ready for flight in August, when it does not differ materially
from its parent. Tile species leaves tile islands about tbe lOtll
September.
"Tllis bird is very quiet and unobtrusive; it does not come
in large numbers to the islands, for it breeds everywhere else
in Bering Sea. Its flight is performed with quick and rapid
wing-beats, in a straight and $teady course. There is no difference between the sexes as to size, shape, or plumage."
..619. Ft•atercula cil•••hata, (P.u,L.) STEPH.-Tujted Puffin . "Ta:wpawkie."
..ctlca ci1·rhata, PALT.. Spic. Zool., 7, pl. 1, ii, fig. 1, 2, 3, (17G9.)
Lunda cirrhata, PALL. Zoog. R. A., ii. 3G3, p. 82, (1811.)ScrrLEG. Mus. Pays-Bas, Urin. 27, (1867.)-Com:s. Pr. Phila.
Acad., (1868.)
Lunda ( Gyrnnoblephm·u1n) cirrllata, BRANDT. Bull. Sc. St. Peters b.,
vii., 244, (18G7.)
F1·atercnla ci1Thata, STEPH. Shaw's Gen. Zool., xiii, 40, (1825.)
Fmtcrcula ( Gymnoblephanon) cin·hata, BHANDT. Bull. Sc. St.
Petetsb., ii, 349, (1837.)
Mormon cirrhata, N.u;l\r. Isis, 781, pl. 7, f. 1, (1821. )-CAss. B.
N. A., 902, (Ul5S.)-DAI.L & BANN. Trans. Chicago Acad., i,
308, (1869.)
l]'ratercula carinata, YIGORs. Zool. Journ., iv, 358.
.Sagmat01·hina lathami, BP. P. Z. S., 202, pl. 44, (1851.).....:..CouEs.
Pr. Phila. Acad., (1868.)
.Sagmatm·hina lab1·ado1·ia, CASS. B. N. A., 904, (1858.)-DALL &
BANN. Trans. Chic. Acad., i, 309, (H369.)
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As Professor Brandt showed, shortly after the publication of
our Monograph, the Sagmatorhina lathami of Bonaparte(= S.
labradoria, Cass.) is merely the young of this species, at au age
before the bill has attained its final shape and coloring. Of
this fact we became ourselves aware about the same time, from
examination of various spechnens in the Smithsonian.
The genus, of course, falls, as well as the species. In our
:Monograph we were so far wrong as to assign to it a second
supposed species, the Cerorhin(t suckleyi of Cassin, which is the
young of Ceratorhina monocerata.
"Uomes to the islands at the. same time as F. corniculata,
and resembles the Epatkie in its habits generaHy. It lays a
single large white egg, of a rounded-oval shape. I was never
able to see a newly-hatched chick, owing to the retired and inaccessible nature of the breeding-places. Could Walrus Island
be visited frequently <ltuing the season, interesting observatiOns
might be made there, for the nests are more easy of access.
The young tawpawkie, six weeks old, resembles the parents
exactly, only the bill is lighter colored, and the plumes on the
head are incipient. This is the only place where the birds can
be daily seen and watched with satisfactory results. I took
eggs from over thirty nests in July. The natives say it is very
quarrelsome when mating, its cries sounding like the growling
of a be~r as they issue from far down under the rocks that
cover its nest."
The egg is much thicker and more capacious than that of
F. corniculata, though no longer. The shell is rough, deadwhite,and, besides the frequent discolorations, shows in several
specimens very pale, obsolete shell-markings of purplish gray.
Several specimens measure as follows: 2.85 x 1.95; 2.80 x
1.92; 2.75 X 2.00; 2.65 X 1.95.
621. Phalel'is psittacula, (EscH.) TE"IIIM.-PwToqnet Ank. "Baillie
Brushkie."
.Alca psittacula, PALL. Spic. Zool., fasc. v, 1:3, pl. 2, pl. 5, f. 4, 5, 6,
(1760.)
Lunda psittacula, PALL. Zoo g. Rosso-As., ii, 366, pl. 84, (1811.)
Phaleris psittacnla, TEl\DI. Man. Orn., i, 112, (1820.)-COUES. Key
N. A. Birds, 342, :fig. 222, (18i2.)
Ombria psittacnla, EscnscH. Zool. Atlas, iv, 3, pl. 17, (1831.)BRA..''WT. Br1ll. Sc. Acad. St. Petersb., ii, 348, (1837.)-ID. Ibid., vii,
237, (1869.)-CASS. B. N. A., 410, (1858.)-ELLIOT. B. N. A., pt. i,
pl. 70.
Simorhynclws psittaculus, SCHLEG. Mus. Pays-Bas, ix, 24, (1867.)COUES. Proc. Phila. Acad., (1868.)
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.1:' ot only on account of the form of the bill, which, though
.singular among Alcidm, is not more different from that of some
others than these are among themselves, but also in consequence of a different mode of life, to which the shape of the bill
fits it, as attested by various observers, we now place the bird
in a separate genus from Simorhynchus, under which we formerly
included it. The species is said to live chiefly upon bivalve
mollusks, such as Jfytilus, &c., for opening which its bill is
adapt('d; and Professor Brandt notes the curious analogy
afforded, in th1s respect, with Hwmatopus, as compared with
allied Charadrine genera.
1\fr. Gray adduces a reference to the unexpected occurrence
of this species in Sweden.
"This quaintly-beaked bird is quite common on the Prybilov
Group, and can be obtained at Saint George's in considerable
11umbers. It comes here early in May, and locates in a deep
chink or crevice of some inaccessible cliff, where it lays a single
egg and rears its young. It is very quiet and undemonstrativ·e
during the pairing-season, its only note being a low, sonorous,
vibrating whistle. Like Simm·hynchus cristatellus, it will breed
in company with the 'choochkie,' but will not follow that lively
'r elative back upon the uplands, the' baillie brushkie' being
always found on the shore-line, and there only.
''The egg, which is laid upon the bare earth or rock, is pure
white, oblong-ovate, measuring 2-k by 1~ inches. It is exceedingly difficult to obtain, owing to the birds' great caution in
lliding, and care in selecting some deep and winding crevice in
the face of the cliff; At the entrance to this nesting-cavern the
parents will sometimes squat down and sit silently for hours an
a time, if undisturbed.
"It does not fly about the islands in flocks, and seems to lead
a quiet, independent life by itself, caring nothing for the society
-of its kind. The young, when first hatched, I have not seen,
but by the lOth to the 15th of August they may be observed
coming out for the first time from their secure retreats, and
taking to wing as fully fledged and as large as their parents.
"They take their departure from the 20th of August to the
1st of September, and go out upon the North Pacific for the
winter, where they find their food, which consists of amphipoda
and fish-fry. I have never seen one among the thousands that
were arouud me when on the islands ~opening' the bivalveshells, snch as mussels, &c., as stated lJy Proft>ssor Brandt. It
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feeds at sea, :flying out every morning, returning in the afternoon to its nest and mate."
The egg of Phaleris psittacula is about as large as a small
hen's egg, which it resembles, although averaging more elongate. The shape, however, is extremely variable; thus, one
measures 2.25 b,y 1.50, and another 2.35 by only 1.45, the latter
being remarkably narrow, elongate, and pointed. The shell is
minutely granular, and rough to the touch. It is white, unmarked, but often found variously soiled and discolored, some' times by mechanical effect, and sometimes by fluids of the
oviduct or cloaca. :\1r. Elliott says, " So effectually do these
birds secrete their eggs in the deep recesses of clifl' crevices and
chinks that I was unable to obtain more than four perfect specimens, although several hundred 'baillie brusbkies' were breeding on the cliffs, each pair marked by myself, (in daily ohservation,) close by the ""Village, at Saint George's Island, during the
summer of 1873. Nothing, save blasting-powder, or similar
agency, can open the basaltic crevices in whieh the bird hides,
and, of course, resort to this action would also destroy the egg."
622.

Simol'ltynchus cl'dstatellus, (PALL.) :\!ERR.-Crested Auk.
'' Cauooskie."
A.lca cristatclla, PALL. Spic. Zool. fasc., v, 20, pL 3, pl. 5, figs. 7,
8,9, (1769.)
U1·ia cristatclla, PALL. Zoog. Rosso.-As., ii, 370, (1811.) (Excl.
syn. A lea camtschatica, LEPECH.)
Sim01·hynchust crisatellus, MERREM:.-SCHL. M. P. B., ix, 25,
(1867.)-CouEs. Proc. Phila . .A.cad., (1868.)-COUES. Key N.
A. Birds, 342, :figs. 223, 224, (1872.)
Simorhynclws (TyloThamphus) cristatellus, BRANDT. Bull. Sc.
Acad. St. Petersb., vii, 223, (1869.)
Tylorhamphus cristatellus, BRANDT. Op. cit., ii, 348, (1837.)
Phaleris cristatellus, STEPH. Shaw's Gen. Zool., xiii, 47, pl. 5,
(1825.) (Nee TEM~r.)-SCHRENCK. Reise Arnur-Land, i, vt.
ii, 500, pl. 16, :figs. 4, 5.
Phaleris (Sim01·hynchus) m·istatcllns, CASS. B. N. A., 906, (1858.)
Uria dubia, PALL. Zoog. R . .A.., ii, 371, (1811.)-(A.vis ptil. hyern.
11estita, sec. BRANDT.)
Phaleris dubia, BRANDT. Bull. Sc. Acad. St. Petersb., ii, 347,
(1837.)
TyloThautphus dnbius, BoNAP. Comptes Rend us, xlii, 774, (1856.)
Simorhynchus dubins, Co"CES. Proc. Phila. Acad., (1868.)
A.{ca tetracula, PALL. Spic. Zoo1. fasc., v, 23, pl. 4, (176!:),) (Junior.)
Uria tetracnla, PAI,L. Zoog. R. A., ii, 371, (1811.)
Phaleris tetracula, STEP. Genn. Zool., xiii, 46, (1825.)-BRANDT.
Bull. Sc. Aca<l. St. Petersb., ii, 347, (1837.)
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Tylorharnplws tetraculus, BONAP. Comptes Rendus, xlii, 774,
(1856.)
Phaleris (Tylm·hamplws) tetracula, CASS. B. N. A., 907, (1858.)
Sirnorhyncus tetraculus, CouEs. Proc. Phila. Acad., (1868.)CouEs. Key N. A. B., 342, (1872.)
Phaleris psittacula, TEMM. Man. d'Ornitb., i, p. cxii, (1820.)
Phaleris superciliata, AuD. Orn. Biog., iv, pl. 402, (1839.) (Nee
LICHT. j nee TIP.)

"This fantastic-looking bird, conspicuous by reason of its curling crest and bright crimson bill, breeds in company with the
S. microceros, but in no number whatever compared with the
'choochkie'-a few thousand pairs only at Saint Paul's, and
relatively more on Saint George's, of course.
"It makes its appearance in early May, and repairs· to chinks
and holes in the rocky cliffs, or deep down under large bowlders
and rough basaltic shingle, to lay, making no nest whatever,
depositing the egg upon the bare ef.lrth or rock. But so well
do these birds succeed in secreting it that, although I was constantly upon the ground where several thousand pairs were
laying, I was unable to successfully overturn the rocks (under
which they hide) and get more than four eggs, the result of
over a hundred attempts.
"The note of the' canooskie' while mating is a loud, clanging,
honk-like sound; at a.Il other seasons they are silent.
"The Sinwrhynchus cristatellus lays but one egg, and the
parents take turns, I am inclined to believe, in the labor of
incubation and in feeding t.heir young. The egg is rough, pure
white, but with frequent discolorations, and, compared with
size and weight of the parent, very large. It is an elongated
oblong-oval, the smaller end being quite pointed. Length,.
2.10; width, 1.40.
"I have not seen a chick, nor could I get any notes upon its
appearance from the natives, but T have shot the young as
they came out for the first time from their dark, secure hidingplaces, fully :fledged, with exception of crest, being by this
time, the lOth to 15th August, as large as the old birds, and of
the same color and feathering.
"The 'canooskie,'like its cousin, the 'choochkie,'has no sexual variation in s1ze or plumage. l\!Iales and females are, to all
external view, precisely alike.
"The bright crimson bill, however, varies considerably, not
in color, but in its relative strength and curve, the slenderer
bill not being confined, as far as I could see, to the young
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birds, some old ones having the light and more pointed
beak."
We do not hesitate now to follow Professors Schlegel and
Brandt in uniting the dubia and tetracula with the m·istatella of
Pallas. We were never satisfied of the distinction of the
former, and in our 1\ionograph expressed the strongest doubts
of its validity as a species. The other, however, we fully believed, until recently, to be a good species.
624. Simorltynchus pusillus, (PALL.) CouEs.--Least, o1· Knob-billed~
Auk. "Chooch-kie."
? ? Alca pygrnrea, Gl\IELL~. Syst. Nat., i, 555, (1788.)-(Nonne
potius =· Alca camtschatica, LEPECH., juv.; h. e.= S. cassini,
Non. f)
Phaleris pygmrea, BRA:NDT. Bull. Sc. Acad. St. Peters b., ii, 347,
(1837.) (Excl. syn. A. pygrnrea, G~r.)
Tylm·hamphus pygrnrea, BP. Comtes Rendns, xlii, 774, (1806.)
(= U1·ia pusilla, PALL.)
Symorhynchus pygmreus, SCHL. Mus. Pays-Bas, ix, 23, (1867.)
U1·ia pusilla, PALL. Zoog. R. A., ii, 373, pl. 70, (1811.) (Excl.
syn.)
Phaleris pusilla, CAss. Proc. Phila. Acad., 324, (1862.)
Phalm·is (Ciceronia) pusilla, CASS. B. N. A., 909, (1858.)
Simorhynclms pusillus, CouEs. Pr. Phila. Acad., (1868. )-BRANDT.
Bull. Sc. Acad. St. Petersb., vii, ~30, (1869.)-CouEs. Key N.
A. B., 343, figs. 227,228, (1872.)
Phalm·is cornicztlata, Escrrscrr. Zool. Atl., 4, pl.16, ( - . )
Phaleris microceros, BRANDT. Bull. Sc. Acad. St. Petersb., ii,
346, (1837.)
Phaleris (Ciceronia) microceros, CASS. B. N. A., 908, (1858.)
Cicm·onia microceros, REICHENBACH.
Simorhynclms 1nicroceros, CouEs. Proc. Phila. Acad., (1868.)
Phaleri31Wdh·ostTa, BP. Comp. & Geog. List, 66, (1838.)
Cice1·onia nodi1·ostris, BP. Comptes Rendus, xlii, 774, (1856.)

There is now no reasonable doubt of the identity of the
names above quoted, excepting Alca pygmcea, which remains
unidentified. It may have been this species, but most probably
it was the young of S. camtschaticus, in the same state as the
young bird we recently called S. cassini. The strong dot bt we
expressed in our :Monograph respecting the distinction between
the microceros or nodirostris of authors and the p~tsilla of Pallas,
bas been confirmed.
''This little bird is the most characteristic of the water-fowl
frequenting the Prybilov Islands, to which it repairs every
summer by millions to breed, with its allies, S. cristatella, (canooskie,) and the Phaleris psittacula.
"It is comically indifferent. to the proximity of man, and ean
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bo approached almost within an arm's length uefore taking
tlight, sitting upright and eyeing one with an air of great wisd m, combined with profound astonishment.
"Usually about the 1st or 4th of 1\fay, every year, the
choochkie makes its first appearance around the islands for the
season, in small flocks of a few hundreds or thousands, llover~ng O\er and now and then alighting upon the water, sporting
one with another, in apparent high glee, and making an incessant low chattering sound. By the 1st to the 6th June they
have arrived in greatest number, and they then commence to
lay. They frequent the loose stony reefs and bowlder-bars on
Saint Paul's, together with the cliff's on both islands, and an
area of over five square miles of basaltic shingle on Saint
George's. To the last island they come in greatest number.
There are millions of t:llem. They make no nests, but lay a
single egg each, far down below among loose rocks, or they
deposit it deep within the crevices or chinks in the faces of the
bluffs.
"Although, owing to their immense numbers, they seem to
be in a state of great confusion, s·et they pair off and conduct
all of their billing and cooing down under the rocks, upon the
spot chosen for incubation, making during this interesting
period a singular grunting or croaking sound, more like a
'devil's fiddle' than anything I have ever heard outside of
city limits.
"A walk over their breeding-grounds at tllis season is exceedingly interesting and amusing, as the noise of hundreds of
these little birds directly under foot giv~s rise to an endless
variation of sound, as it comes up from the stony boles and
caverns below, while the birds come and go, in and out, with
bewildering rapidity, comically blinking and fluttering.
"The male birds, and many of the females, regularly leave
the breeding-grounds in the morning and go off to sea, where
they feed on . small water-shrimps and sea-fleas, (Atnphipoda,)
returning to their nests and sitting partners in the evening.
"The choochkie lays a single pure-white egg, exceedingly
variable in size and shape, usually oblong-oval, with the smaller
end somewhat pointed. I have several specimens almost spherical, and others drawn out into an elongated ellipse; but the
oblong-oval, with the pointed smaller end, is the prevailing
type. The egg is very large, compared with the size and weight
of the little parent. A \Terage length, 1.55; willtll, 1.12. The
14 AL
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general aspect is much like that of a pigeon's egg, excepting
the roughness of the shell.
"The chick is covered with a thick, umform, dark-grayishblack down, which is speedily succeeded by feathers, all darker
than those of the parent, when it takes flight from the islands
for the year six weeks after. The parents feed their young by
disgorging, and when the young birds leave, they are as large
and heavy as the old ones. I am strongly inclined to think
that the male bird feeds the female while incubating, but have
not been able to verify this supposition by observation, as the
birds are always hidden from sight at the time."
634. Lomvia t1·oile var. califo•·nica, (BRY.) CouEs.-Mune Guillemot.
Cepphus lornvia, PALL. Zoog. R. A., ii, 345, (1811.)
Uria troile, NEWB. Pac. R. R. Rep., vi, pt. iv, 110, (1857.)
Cataractes calijornicus, BRYA:NT. Proc. Bost. Soc. 11, fig. 3, 5, (1861.)
Lomvia californica, CocES. Proc. Phila. Acad., fig. 16, (1868.)
Lomvia t1·oile var. califomica, CouEs. Key N. A. Birds, 346, (1E.V2.)

.All the ]_\lfnrres of the troile type we have seen from the North
Pacific agree in possessing a particular shape of the bill, readily
distinguishable from that presented by the Atlantic birds.
'Vhile we would by no means insist upon, or even admit, that
this is a specific character, especially since we have no doubt
that some of the circumpolar colonies of these birds will show
an in~ermediate style, we think it as well to recognize the character by a varietal name. The shape is difficult to <lescrihe in
words: the gonydeal angle is stronger, pointed, and more protuberant, the gonys straighter and more decidedly ascending,
the culmen less deflected at the tip, and the commissure consequently straighter than are these several points in true troile.
It is, in short, some approach to the configuration of the bill in
L. svarbag, (briinnicMi of authors.)
''Limited numbers of the Californian guillemot are found
occasionally perched on the cliffs with the 'arrie ;' they can
only be distinguished at a slight distance by a practiced eye,
for they resemble their allies so closely and conform so strictly
to their habits, that it will be but repeating the description of
the L. arret, given here, should I attempt it. The largest gathering of these birds I have ever seen at any one place on the
islanus was a squad of about fifty, at the high bluffs on Saint
George's, last summer; but they are generally scattered by
ones, twos, and threes, among thousands and tens of thousands
of the arra.'J
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635. Lomvia a•·•·a, (PALL.) CouEs.-Thick-billed Guillemot. "Arrie."
Cepphus arra, PALL. Zoog. R.-A., ii, 347, (1811.)
Uria arm, CAss. Proc. Phila. Acad., 324, (1862.)
(Also, UTia b1·iimnichii, &c., of authors referring to the North Pacific
thick-billed bird.)

It is an interesting fact that these specimens, unquestionably
of the "thick-billed" guillemot, do not exhibit the extreme
shortness and stoutness of bill shown by those of the North
Atlantic, the bill being almost exactly interme ate. With the
chord of culmen about li inches long, the depth of the bill
opposite the nostrils is hardly, or not, i of an inch, and thus
much less than half as long, instead of about half as long.
The gape is about 3 inches. While the bill shows the dilated
and denuded basal portion of the maxillary tomium, characteristic of the species, this raised, naked border is not yellowish,
but of a peculiar glaucous bluish-gray color. The tip of the
bill is less booked than in true "brilnnichii," though more so
than in troile. The modification of the bill appears somewhat
singularly analogous to that which takes place in var. californica as compared with true troile.
This bird is, of course, the true arra of Pallas, (a n~me apparently derived from the Russian vernacular,) whatever be its
relationship to the Atlantic bird. We should not be surprised
if some of the circumpolar forms were to connect the extremes
of briinnichii and troile by insensible gradations.
"The great egg-bird of the North Pacific, frequenting these
islands by millions. This Uria and one other, the var. calijornica, are t1le only birds of the genus found here, but the latter
is in comparatively no number whatever, not one being seen
where a thousand of the former are visible at once.
"They appear very early in the season, but do not begin to
lay until the 18th or 25th of June, and the natives tell me that
in open, mild winters these birds are seen in straggling flocks
all around the islands. I feel quite well assured that all the
individuals do not migrate from this sea and the \icinity of the
Aleutian Islands.
"They lay their eggs upon the points and narrow shel\es on
the faces of the clift'.fronts to the islands, standing over the
eggs, side by side, as thickly as they can crowd, making no
nP-sts. They quarrel desperately, and so earnestly, that all along
under the high bluffs on the north shore of Saint George's hundreds of dead birds are lying, having fallen and dashed them-
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selves to death upon th.e rocks while clinched in combat with
rivals in mid-air.
"They lay but a single egg, upon the hare rock. The egg is
large and very fancifully colored, a bluish-green ground with
dark-brown mottlings and patches, but exceedingly variable in
size and coloring. The o.utline of the egg is pyriform, sometimes more acute. It is the most palatable of all the varieties
found on the is ands, having no disagreeable flavor, and, when
perfectly fresh, being fully as good as a hen's egg.
"Incubation lasts nearly twenty-eight days, and tp.e young
come out with a dark thick coat of 'down, which is speedily supplanted by the plumage and color of the old birds within six
weeks of hatching. They are fed by the disgorging parents,
apparently without intermission, uttering all the while a harsh
rough croak, lugubrious enough.
"The males and females have no sexual distinction as to size,
shape, or plumage. On Saint George's Island, while· the
females begin to set, along toward the end of June and first of
July, the males go flying around the island in great files and
platoons, always circling against, or quartering on, the wind,
at regular hours in the morning and the evening, making a dark
girdle of birds more than a quarter of a mile broad and thirty
miles long, whirling round and round the island, and forcing upon
the most casual observer a lasting impressivn. · The flight of
the 'arrie' is straight, steady, and rapid, the wings beating
quickly and powerfully; it makes no noise nor utters any cry,
save a low, hoarse, grunting croak, and then only when quarreling or mating.
"This 'arrie' is a valuable bird to the inhabitants of the
Seal Islands, and, indeed, for that matter, is the only one that
has much economic worth to man in Bering Sea."
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SAINT .MATTHEW'S ISLAND, BERING'S SEA.
This island lies about 200 miles north-northwest from Saint
Paul's, and is not large, being some 22 miles in length and excessively narrow in proportion. Hall's, a small island, lies west
from it, separated by a strait less than 3 miles in width, and a
sharp jagged rock stands out some 1,200 feet abruptly from the
sea, 5 miles south of Sugarloaf Cone.
Our first landing, earls in the morning of August 5, was at the
slope of Cub Hill, near Cape Upright, the easternmost point of
the island; the air coming in from the northwest was cold and
chilly, and snow and ice were on the hill-sides and in the
gullies. The hill-sides and summits were of a grayish-russet
tinge, with rich green swale-slopes running down into the lowlands, which are more intensely green and warm in tone there.
The island everywhere presents the appearance of a long
straggling reach of bluffs and headlands connected with bars
and lowland spits, at a small distance resembling half a dozen
distinct islands, when seen from the ship.
The pebble-bar formed by the sea between Gape Upright and
Waterfall Heads is covered with a deep stratum of glacial drift
carried down from the slopes of Polar and Cub Hills, and extending over two miles of this water-front to the westward,
where it is met by a similar washing from that quarter. Back
and in the center of tbis neck are several small fresh lakes and
lagoons witbout fish, but emptying into them are a number of
clear, lively brooks in which are brook-trout of large size and
fine quality. A luxuriant growth of deep moss and grass interspersed exists on the lowest grouud, and occasionally strange
dome-like piles of peat lifted four or five feet above the marshy
swale appear like abandoned huts, with a great variety of pretty
flowers, growing thickly everywhere on these places.
As these lowlands rise on to the flanks of the hills the vegetation changes rapidly to a simple coat of cryptogamic gray and
light russet, with a slipvery slide for the foot wherever ascent
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of a steep place is made, water oozing and trickling almost
everywhere underneath. The swales frequently rise high, and
cross the hill-summits and ridges without any interrup-tion in
their wet s'Vampy character from valley to valley.
Here, on the highest summits, where no moss ever grows and
nothing but a :fine porphyritic shingle slides and rattles under
tread, are bear-roads leading from nest to nest, or lairs, which
they have_scooped out on the hill-sides and where the she-bears
undoubtedly bring forth their young, but it is not plain where
these bears, which are all around us by hundreds, spend their
winters. I am inclined to believe that they do not stay on the
island ; but as soon as the floes come down from the north, driving off the seal and walrus, they leave the island and take to
this ice, keeping by the water's edge, wh~re their prey will be
found, and returning as soon as the season opens. Now
as we see them they are all eating grass and roots, digging or
browsing, or else heavily sleeping on the hill-sides. Their manner of browsing is yery similar to the action of a hog engaged
in grazing.
The action of ice in rounding down and grinding hills, carrying the soir and debris off into depressions and valleys, is most
beautifully exhibited here. The hills at the northern foot of
Sugarloaf Cone are bare and literally polished by ice-sheets and
slides of melting snow; the rocks and soil from the summits and
slopes are carried down ancl dumped, as it were, in numberless
little heaps at the lJase. Nowhere can the work of ice be seen
to better advantage than here, especially so with regard to the
chiseling power of frost on the faces of the porphyry cliffs.
The :flora here is more extensive than on the Seal Islands, 200
miles to the southward, but the species of grass are not near
so varied; indeed, there is very little grass-land here. Wherever there is soil it seems to be converted by the abundant
moisture into a Rwale or swamp, over which we traveled as on
a quaking water-heel ; but on the rounded hill-tops and ridgesummits the smooth shingle makes good walking. The high
land everywhere here is paved with this :fine shingle, that bas
been created by the disintegrating power of frost, which evidently bas an annual iron grip on the island.
The west end of the island differs materially from the east;
the fantastic weathering of the rocks at Cathedral Point, Hall's
Island, strikes the eye of the most casual observer as the ship
enters the straits going south: This eastern ·wall of the point
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looms up from the water like a row of vast cedar-trunks; the
scaling off of the basaltic porphyry and growth of yellowishgreen and red mossy lichens made the effect most real, while
a dense bank of fog lying just overhead seemed t9 shut out
fron: our vision the foliage an< branches that belonged above.
The north cape of Hall's Island changes like a chameleon when
approached, presenting with eyery mile's distance a new and
characteristic feature.
At our anchorage in the straits (20 fathoms) we caught a good
supply of cod and halibut of fair quality. Great flocks of
murres (L. arra) came off from the cliffs, where they were breeding, and settled in the water around the ship, as we had
anchored on a feeding-ground. J\lany walrus appeared around
the" Reliance," amusing us greatly by the stupid alertness displayed when they rose head and shoulders out of the water and
discovered us; a short look and a -snort, then, ~tern foremost,
they dropped into the sea out of sight, as though a trap-door
bad been suddenly sprung beneath them.
The grass on llall's Island, like Saint l\Iattbew's, is confined
mostly to the swale, which runs from the valleys up to the very
highest ridges; patches of deep, rich green contrasting quite
pleasantly with the dull russet and ocher which covers every. thing else.
Our visit at the west end of this island of Saint J\.fattbew's was
most interesting; the rich, elegant coloring of the rocks and
fantastic arrangement of . the basalt and porphyry at Statue
Point caused an old sailor in our boat to C1':f out, "That reminds
me of Constantinople, a regular Turk's bouse!" and it certainly
did resemble Ottoman architecture.
We found the ruins of the huts built· by a party of five Russians and seven Aleuts who passed the winter of 1810-'11 on
the island, but were stricken down with scurvy, so that all the
Russians died save one; the rest recovered and left the following year.
The result of a careful examination of this island shows conclusively that the character of •the gravel spits and necks is
such as not to be fit for the reception of breeding-seals, as it
_...l would be speedily converted by a rookery into a sheet of mud
and slime, and there is no other landing afforded save at the
base of cliffs rising abruptly from the sea. Seals also, if landing
here, would, independent of bear warfare, find a climatic disadvantage, for snow and ice do no-'~ leave the landings until late:
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in June ; this was evident, although we had an exceptionally
mild winter, for on August 12, patches of ice and snow were
on the beaches, and a considerable quantity on the hill-slope~,
without any regard to the sun's position.
Vegetation on the island is varied and abundant where it is
able to grow, but the greater part of the country is either a
fine porphyry shingle or cold wet swale, so that grasses do not
thrive as they do on the Seal Islands; the small annuals and
perennials, however, are scattered in great variety, and where
the sand has been cast up at the barrabkie beach, west end,
it has mixed in with the drift-Eoil, and warmed it so that the
wild wheat (Elymus) was growing thick, with ears which gave
promise of ripening. Mosses and lichens are especially abundant, the '' tripe de roche" covering the high rounfled summits
with its dark-brown tinge. The only berries, Empetrwn nigrum
and Rubus chamcmnorus, were very common. The bigh summit
.slopes of Glacial Head, 1,670 feet, were fairly spangled with
beautiful flowers, blue, red, white, and yellow. Three varieties
of the creeping willow (Salix) grow here in great profusion,
large masses of the leaves being collected iu hollows, upon
which bears have made very comfortable beds; several of the
higher hills, contrary to the general rule, are well covered with
grass and flowering plants, such as the south .slope of Upright
Ridge, 1,560 feet, all of Camp Hill, north slope of Pyramid
Ridge, &c.
Nowhere on the island can a well-defined crater-summit or crater be found, unless the smoking cleft in the ridge of Pinnacled
Rock will answer to that description; but this island is inaccessibl~, rising sheer and abrupt from the sea to a height of at least
1,200 feet. Its greatest width is not over 500 feet, and it appears to be made of reddish lava. Its sharply-serrated ridge
looms up from the southeast like a great brick cathedral in the
hazy glow of the morning sun; upon its steep sides myriads of
water-fowl breed, principally mtirres, (L. arra.) From the summit of Sugarloaf Cone, 1,520 fe~t, we can look upon its greatest latitude, and view what appears to be a blackened crater
.or smoky fissure between the two walls; one or two small rocks
.convoy it, but the water is bold all around, as · well as at Saint
Matthew's, which can be approached with great safety from all
.sides; there is, however, no harbor, b:J.t the roadsteads are
good.
Polar bears breed here, and live chiefly during the summer
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upon roots, grasses, &c., eggs, birds, and an occasional walrus
()r hair-seal. On Hall's Island a small walrus -was discovered
where the bears had eaten out the entire animal, leaving the
.skin intact, tough and thick, untouched from the head down to
the posteriors, where it was broken in to get at the flesh; it
lay just like a bag, bones and all taken out, even to the head,
and polished.
No less than sixteen of these big .beasts were seen at once
( ten upon the beach together) as the ship's boat approached
tl.te water-fall on Hall's Island. Of course, it is imposRible to
say how many "medvaidie" there are on Saint Matthew's,
but it is safe to assert that there cannot be less than a hundred
and fifty to two hundred; but they must go off on the ice during
winter and early spring.
I do not think a full-grown polar bear, powerful as it is, can·
successfully capture a mature walrus; the thick skull and hide,
immensely tough, of the latter would resist any sudden attack
from the former, and, the alarm on given to the walrus, the
bear could not prevent the clumsy but strong animal from
floundering iuto the water and safety. The bears, however,
can and do swim in between a young walrus and the water and
secure it.
We shot some fifteen or twenty bears, all that we could use
or care for, relishing the meat very much, it being fully as good
and tender as the generality of beef. The bears were easily
killed, never showing fight in any instance. They were in most
excellent condition, fat and sleek. If caught napping or asloop,
they were easily approached, as the hunter could get within a
few yards before alarming them ; but if they got wind of us,
the,y would turn and shamble off with considerable speed,
taking to the hills at once.
When surprised, the bear woul<l arise and face us for a few
moments, and sniff and snort, making no other sound; but in
its death-....· uies after shooting it was silent.
I searcheu everywhere for its bonef, skulls, &c., which should
be foJ.Ind, it seemed to me, bleaching on the hill-sides and in
the valleys, but, with the exception of one very old, battered
head, and a small one, nothing was seen on the island of this
character. At this season (August 9) the she-bears and their
cubs were by themselves, (they usually have two cubs,) and the
young he-bears going aboq.t in squads of twos, threes, and
fours, the old males sleeping and feeding apart.
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They sleep soundly, but fitfully, rolling their heavy arms and
legs about; for naps they prefer little grassy depressions on the
hill-sides and along the numerous small water-courses; and thepaths they made were broad and well:beaten all over the island.
These bears, when full grown, are exceedingly muscular and.
very strong. One shot by Lieutenant J\ia:ynard measured eight
feet from tip of nose
tail, and could not have weighed less
than a thousand or twelve hundred· pounds; it bad a girth of
24 inches around the muscles of the fore-arm, when the skin
was removed, just back of the carpal joint, corresponding to
our wrist; it was fat, and had scars upon its head, which were·
evidently received in ':fighting with its kind. No worms were
found in the intestines or stomach; the liver was speckled
with light grayish-green dots and patches.

to

NOTE.-Lieutenant Maynard and myself surveyed this island, and made·
a careful chart of it; Captain Baker gave us soundings, which accompany
the map. The only existing chart is a Russian one, and very in::.ccurate.H.W.E.

SAINT LAWRENCE ISL ...-\ND.
This is the largest island in Bering Sea, and lies directly
south from Bering's Straits about 180 miles; it is about 80 to
85 miles in length, with an average width of 15 to 20. The sea
has built on to it most extensively, in the same manner as on
the island of Saint Paul, but it is quite dissimilar in form and
climate.
We made our :first landing on this island early in the morning
of August 18, near Kagallegak, or opposite Poonook Islets,
and a bai<lar with a number of the natives, Mahlemute Eskimo,,
came off to us as soon as we dropped our anchor.
We fourid the island, at this landing, to be made up of coarse
feldspathic red granite :fiats and hills, with extensive lagoons.
and lakes. The skeleton of the island seems to be of these low
granitic bill-ranges, and between them stretch long, 'low, even
reaches of sand~beach for miles and miles. At Kagallegak the
eye sweeps over extensive, level plains to the northward, upon
which the green Eriophorum angustifolium principally grows,
the ground, or "tundra," being wet and boggy; while, on the
sand-beach reaches, the "wild wheat" (Elyrnus mollis) grows
abundantly, short and stunted.
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These great level, low areas, so peculiar to this island, are
made up of fine granitic drift, lined a.t the sea-margin with sand;
the bills and hill-ranges are rich in color, with deep blue-black
J)atches cau~e<l by protrusions of trap; but no shrubbery whatever grows on those at the east end and north end of the island,
.save the creeping salix, dwarfed and .stunted-cryptogamic
plants chiefly. The main. body of the range is composed of
t•eddish, coarse and fine grained feldspathic granite, with abundant trap protrusions, which weather out and fall down upon
the flanks of the ridges in dark patches and· streaks, contrasting, at a distance of eight or ten miles, very sharply with the
main ground of pinkish rock, moss-grown, and colored here and
there with the greenish-russet tinge peculiar to such vegetation; this dark marking of the trap, at a little distance, appears
like low-growing shrubbery. Snow and ice lay in the gullies
and on the hill-sides.
The low plains have the russet yellowish green peculiar to
the tundra of the north; the sand is a bright light brown.
Small streams flow down from the hills and empty into the sea
and lakes, in which we found a few parr or young salmon; the
lakes and lagoons are fairly stocked with a white-fish-nothing
else of this kind.
The entire expanse of the lowlands over which we traveled
was like a great sponge filled and overrq.nning with water, the
~hief vegetation upon it being the beautiful tufted or plumed
grass, (Eriophorum,) bearing exquisite tassels of white, silken
floss; this grass, in conjunction with several cryptogams, a few
.scattered Rubus chammmorus and Ernpetrurn, make up the rich
russet-green, flecked with gray-green spots, which maLk these
great marshy tracts in the Alaskan country. There are many
places where this \egetation, during ages past, has decayed ~wd
formed bog-holes or pools, into which the pedestrian will mire
<lown to his waist at a single step.
A small succinea, or land-snail, was very abundant on these
flats, ne:tr our landing at Northeast Point, and all along the
.shore-line we saw an abundance of drift-wood, logs, and pieces,
most of it pine or spruce, a few poplar sticks, and a number of
unrecognizable twisted knots.
Very little algm, or sea-weed, or any marine life whatever, was
evident from the surf-castings; only a few mussels and small
conch-shells, (Fusus.) The beach is made up, in some places

l
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for long distances, of granite pebbles and bowlders, scattered
with some trap.
At Northeast Point the natives have quite a wood-cutting
camp, hewing and carving, and the chips are scattered all along
the beach-levels for miles; there are places here where the ice,
in some unusual season, bas carried large logs and pieces of
drift-wood back full half a mile fr9m the sea; and there they
lie to-day deeply imbedded in the swale, settling and decaying. The ice-jams which have taken place to effect this must
have been "Very severe.
The southwest point of Saint Lawrence is largely made up of
trap and porphyry, slate, &c.; the water very bold and deep •
. The natives on the island cannot be much over three or four
hundred in number, and are living in five settlements, about
equidistant, around the coast. They are well formed and
hearty, genial and good-natured. They are of Mongolian cast
and build, strongly resembling Chinamen, only that nearly all
the men shave the occipital portion of the head instead of the
frontal, as practiced by the Celestials; the women, however, do
not shave their beads, and do their hair up in two braids hanging down behind, tied up with beads, &c.
They met us in an unaffected, free manner, showing no fear
or hesitation, and, coming upon deck, commenced a vociferous
cry for tobacco, and that alone; yet they were civil and curious;
three or four women usually came in each baidar with them.,
paddling like the men; the boats, about 14 feAt long with 4 feet
of beam, consisted of a frame, very neatly lashed together, of
pine, with whalebone fastenings, over which walrus-hide wasstretched; they propelled it with paddles and oars, which were·
also well made.
They live in summer-houses made of walrus-bides, weighted
down by logs and stones so as not to be blown away; and close
by are the winter-houses, which are under ground, with a tunnel entrance.
The food of these people is whales' blubber, cut in large
chunks, of the strongest, rancid odor; mullets from the freshwater lakes, and oaught in nets of walrus-thongs; murres, small
waders, walrtl:S and hair-seal meat, varied by geese and ducks.
They had no iron cooking-utensils; all wood, and made by themselves, using hot stones for boiling _water. Seal and whale oil
they had cached both above and under ground; they preserve
all fish and bird offaf and devour it raw, saving the skins of the
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latter, which they make up into "parkies" or sacks for clothing;
this is, however, a poor garment when made of bird-skins; it
is always giving way at the seams, feathers flying, &c.; the
skin is usually turned outside and the feathers worn next to the
body. Furs are nearly all worn in this way; and the garments
worn were principally made of reindeer-skins, procured from
the Asiatics in exchange for wood and ivory and tanned hairseal.
They were poor, and had nothing for trade but clothing
made from the intestines of the walrus, walrus-teeth, and some
whalebone; but they had an ample supply of food, such as it
was, and their desire that we should taste of it was almost equal
to our determination not to do so.
They were exceedingly anxious to trade, and I noticed that
the women seemed to have equal rank with the men, doing
more than half the talking, and barter solicitation; they seemed
to be warmly attached to one another. The females all had their
faces curiously tattooed in pale-blue lines on the cheeks and
chin, and the arms.
They had a few dogs, very large, with long, shaggy hair,
pointed ears, and short, bear-like tails; they were of a mild
and inoffensive disposition, and were highly valued by their
owners.
They took us to a place where they bad six polar-bear skulls
placed on the sand, side by side, with a post at the head, which
they gave us to understand we could not touch; for I wanted
to carry off one of the bear-skulls, which was 17 inches long
and measured 10 across the zygomatic arch ; it was undoubtedly a grave where some one of their number had perished by
the agency indicated by the skul1s. Bears, however, rarely
visit this island, and foxes are the only land-animals.
The natives were supplied with coarse, smooth-bore muskets,
which, I thought, they seldom used. All the birds, such as
murres and geese or ducks, are caught in large nets stretched
over the orows of cliffs, or across the lagoons. These nets are
very neatly made of walrus-bide.
No animals were seen by us in the water about the island
save an occasional hair-seal thrusting its head out from the
sea. A few cod-fish were caught, and when the natives came
aboard, on the 1St h, the cods' heads and intestines lying in
the ship's scuppers, where the cook bad been cleaning the·
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fish, were eagerly picked up and carried off by the Eskimo in
great glee, as if regarded as a prize.
Bird-life was not so extensive as at Saint :Matthew's, the
murres (Lomvia arra) predominating on the sea-front, while in
the lagoon~ were several large flocks of the emperor-goose (C.
canagica.) Tringa crassirostis, so common on the Seal Islands
and on Saint :Matthew's, was not seen here. A stone-chat (S.
amanthe) was obser\ed, as also Budytes jiava. The small Asiatic
tern, in large numbers, hovered over the lagoons. The turnstones here (S. interpres) ha\e a much blacker, duller tone than
the variety on the Seal Islands.
Our observations here would make Saint Lawrence of the
same formation as the mainland on either side of the straits,
and just as old, but the islands of Saint 1\Iatthew's and the
Prybilov group, as much more recent, and belonging to a differ. ent epoch. Saint Lawrence is ice-bound and snow-covered too
large a portion of the year ever to become a fit place for the
fur-seal to breed ; and it may be safely said that no land of
ours in the north is adapted to the wants of that animal except that of Saint Paul and Saint George.
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STATISTICS AS TO THE NATIVES.
List of natives living on tl!e Aleutian Islands in 1833-'34, taken from Bishop
Veniarninov's "Zapieska, etc."
r.

Sil

Number of
natives.
Name of settlement.

Island.

~

d

~

s

3

R

E-i

106

1!!6

9
21
8

15
37
15

..=:~

~

..::1

..:::>

'0

"""00

0

~

ri;

0

<1l

ri;

00
~

0

0

z z

~i!1

:..-.rn~
'd<ll

~o:s..<.> <1) ~
~..::1-

.s ~ ~

~-s

-------1------------1---------Ounalashka........

Gavanskoi ....•.....••......•....
lf>NateekenskoL .................. .
lf>Paystravskoi .................. ..
If> Vaysaylovskoi ................. ..
Makooshenskoi ................ ..

90
6

16

lf>Kablechtenskoi ................ ..
<t>Hobrovskoi. .....•.......•••.•....

7
15
18
20
6
21

~~:~:cr:t!ks~~~~::::: ::::::::::::::

27
2
5

a

20

35

6

23
24
8
20

41
44
14
41

8

15
2
4
3
5

9

12
20
40
90
140

10

170

2

2

4

6

20
12-40

4

Total 9 settlements...........

214

236

470

65

58 ......

Rychesnoi ...................... .
c1J Tooleekskoi .................... .

38
11

45

15

83

26

13
3

12
6

Total 2 settlements .......... .

49

60

10!!

16

18 ......

Artaylnovskoi ............. ......
lf>Ra_ycbevsnoi ..••... .•••••. .. . . . . .
lf>Sayraidneuskoi • • • .. . .. .. . .. • .. ..

16
19
7

16
18

37

5

9

Hi

2

Total3 settlements ........ ..

37

43

80

14

l3orka ............ . Saydankooskoi. ................. .
Oonalga ........... . ((>Oonalgenskoi ................... .
Avatanok ......... . A vatanakskoi ................. ..
Akootan ......... .. lf>Akootanskoi .................... .
Teegalda ........ .. Teegaldenakoi ..•••.......•..••..
Onemak .......... . lf>Sheeshaldenskoi ................ .

17

27

44
23
49
13

6
3

7

5
2

9
1

59

91

53

91

2
2

4
4

Oomnak ............

Ahkoon............

10
24
6
38
38

13

25
7

32

300

200

9

120

8
4

1GO
150

21 ......
4

40
25
150
90
375
375

Total6settlements ......................................... .
Peninsula Alaska .. 4>Morzaivskoi .....................
Bellkovskoi........... ... ........
cjlPavlooskoi.......................
Total3 settlements •••..••••.
............ .
Prybilov Islanus .. .
Oon~a

NOTE.- The mark
tember, 1874.

15

AL

Oongenskoi .......•.......•.•.••.
Saint Paul and Saint George .... .
Miscellaneous ................. ..

cf>

16
4!l
28

29
53
31

93

113

45
102
59

7
10
8

16

6

460
525

9

585

206

25

31 ......

====-==-===
52

88
10

64
94

18

116

13

15

650

182 ............. .
38 ............ ..

is prefixed to all stations not existing at the present Wl'iting, Sep-
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List of people living on the Aleutian Islands, 1874, taken from Father Innocent
Shiesnekov's 1·ecord, September 2, 1874.

I.
Placo.

Creoles.

I

Aleuts.
: - - - - - - , Total.
Men. Women. Men. Women.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -1---1- - - - - - - - - - - - Ounalasbka .•...•• ; ..•.••.•••••.•••••... ; ................................... -- ~
Do . .. . .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .
71
73
130
105
Makooshin .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . .. .. .. .. • .. . .. .. ..
11
13
9
16
Kosheega..................................... ... ...... ..........
31
43
Chernovskie .. .. .. .. .. .. . • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. ..
3
32
35
Oomnak .................... .... ........ ........
4
3
52
60
Borka ...... ...... .................. ...... ...... ...... ..........
52
58
Akootan . ..... ......... ................... ...... ......
1
51
42
Avat!lnok ...................................... ...... ..........
19
22
Tccgalda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . .
21
23
Protabsavskoi............ .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .
14
12
62
52
Bellkovskie . . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .
17
33
92.
106
Vozneeshenskoi . .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . .. .. .. ..
4
.5
5
8
Unga .................... .... :........... .......
24
33
51
54
Kovorinskoi .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . ..
16
9 .. .. .. . .. .. . .. ..
Atka, 1872:
Neekoliefskoi .. .. .. . .. . ... .... .. .. ......... . .... . . .........
4$
48
Nazan........................ ..............
22
31
39
39
Attou ........................... _-..............
15
10
71
59

*23

402
49
74

70
119
110
94
41

44
14()
248

22
162'
25
96

131
H55

x Church-workers, &c.
t Thirty-five souls independent of this number went to Copper Island in 1872; twenty.
tllree came to Ounalashka also.

"In 1848 there were some 1,400 souls on tile Aleutian Islands
west of the Peninsula; the small-pox then broke out, and over
500 died that season, leaving some 900, about which number
still remain. In those days these people were very poor compared with their present condition; they had but little money,
very little tea, bread, and sugar, and \'ery few clothes."-Father
Shiesnelwv, Ounalashka, September 2, 187 4.*
The following table shows the population of Russian America
in 1834, a8 given by Bishop Veniaminov: t
"This priest, who is a very intemgent and unassuming man, gave Lieutenant Maynard and myself a long and exceedingly interesting account of
the manner in which the Aleuts were living under Russian rule, in order
that we might have a basis for comparison of the present, as we saw it, with
that of the past. The testimony of this gentleman I regard as of the greatest value, for be knows more of the subject than any other man living who
can be found, as his whole life has beeu passed in this country, and his character as a prelate and a gentleman is highly respected by all who know him.
t Veniaminov appears to have been the only Russian who, during the whole
occupation of Alaska by that people, has given to the world anything like a
history of the country or a sketch of its inhabitants, that has ability or
t-he merit of truth. He is at present living, and ranks second to the Emperor in the Russian Empire, being the primate of the national church. J::Ie
must have been a man of fine personal bearing, judging from the description given of him by Sir George Simpson, who met him at Sitka in 1842:
''His appearance, to which I have already alluded, impresses a stranger with
somethl.ng of awe, while, on further intercourse, the gentleness which characterizes his every word and deed insensibly molds reverence into love; and
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Koloshians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 000
Copper R ·it'e'i·... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . .
300
Ghoogachie... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . . . . . .
471
Peninsula . . . ............................• ~.... . . . . . . 1, GOO
Kodialcs . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1, 508
Koskoqu irn. . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • 7, 000
Yukon River ......••...•........................ not known
Russians •......................•.•...• ~. . . . • • • . . . . .
70G
Oogahlensie, (Mount Saint Elias, near) ... ~..............
150
Kolchans, (interior) •............................. not known
Kenai ...... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . 1, 628
Aglahmutes ...............•..•....... _.... . . . . . . . . . . .
402
Ounalashka Aleuts .. .. ... ...................•......... 1, 497
Atka Aleuts...... . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . .
750
Mahlemutes, &c ..•.............•................. not known
Creoles ...... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 295

Total actually known. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22, SOO
Estimate of the rest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17, 000
}faking a total, for the Territory, of some ...... 40, OUO
The following is a list of the different tribes of Indians living
between Prince of Wales Island and Yahkutat, or Bering's
Bay, Alaska, in 1837-'38, (from Veniaminov, part III:)
"The numbers of these people (Indians) living in Russian
America between Prince of Wales and Bering's Bay in 1835
was 10,000, but now (1838) not much over 6,000. The settlements, and people in them, number as follows:
Souls.

Yabkutatslde, (Bering's Bay) ......... ~ .............. .
Abkv~ystkie, (Lituya Bay) ......................... .
l.;aydanoprode"\"'skie ........ .........................•
Obelkatslde (Chilcats) ...................... . ....... .
Abkootskie ..................................... . ... .
Seethenskie, (Sitka) ..... :. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .
Kootsnovskie, (IIootsino) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kaykovslde, (Cakes) .. :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Koonjcskie .... ~ ..... ~ ..... ~... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .
Gaynoovskie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

150
200
250
200
100
7GO

300
200
150
300

at the same time his talents and attainments are such as to be worthy of
his exn,Ited station. With all this, the bishop is sufficiently a man of t.he
world to disdain anything like cant. His conversation, on the contrary,
teems with amusement and instruction, and his company is much prized by
all who have the honor of his acquaintance."
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Stobenskie, (Stickeen) . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 1, 500
Tangasskie, (Tongass) ....................•..........
150
Kaheganskie, (Prince of Wales Island) ............... . 1,200
Chasensl\:ie . ......................•..................
150
Soanabnskie ....................................... .
100
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5, 850
"A count equal to this may be made on the Nasse, Skeena~
&c., a country now under the control of the English, including
Queen Charlotte's Island at 8,000, makes the number of all the
Koloshes (Indians) living in this country at this time (1838)
25,000, and not less than 20,000."

Table showing the entire nurnber of Christians* in the Territory of Alaska in ltl63,
(Techmainov, p. 264.)
Name of people.

Males.

Females.

Total

-----Ruse<ians .................................................. .
Creoles . ........................ . ........................ ..
Aleuts, (Ounalashka, Kodiak, and Atka) ................. ..
Kenai. ................................................... ..

g~~lf!~~e~~:::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Copper River ............................................. .
Magmutes ............................................... ..
Aglemutes ............................................... ..

~~~~~~i!f~ :::::: :~:::: ::::: :~: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Agloomutes ............................................... .

i£o1~he:;ss::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Koloshes .................................................. .
Koorilsov ................................................. .
Tongass ................................................. ..

576
853
2, 206
430
226
73
17

18
19
105
755
226
19
263
97
221
63
1

208
823
2, 185
507
2:30
75
1
1
20
101
640
153
20
213
93
2:26

48
1

784
1, 676
4, 392

9:n

456
148
18
19
39
206
1, 395
37!)
39
476
190
447
111
2

----- ---6, 314
5, 714
-Total .............................................. ..
12,018

*The term "Christian" here simply indicates the baptism of the Indians, with the
marked exception of the Aleuts. For instance, the 1,395 Koskoquims who permitted the
priests to baptize them, had then no more idea of the principles or practice of Christianity
than they have now; they received some trifling reward at the time, of tobacco, cioth,
&c., for submitting to the ceremony.
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LETTER FROl\1 1\IR. DALL.
While in the Territory last season, I had the satisfaction
of meeting this gentleman, an employe of the United States
Coast Survey, and we had occasion to exchange views in
regard to the condition of the people. The opinions of 1\Ir.
Dall were, in some instances, so different from mine that I
asked him to embody his conclusions in the form of a letter
in order that I might publish them, to show the contrast. This
he has done, and I take pleasure in making known the views
of .Mr. Dall, and in appending a criticism based upon my
Jmowledge and judgment. I may say at the outset that, while
I concede for the sake of argument that l\Ir. Dall " has seen
more of the country than any other individual," I am not willing
to grant the plain inference that he bas studied that which he
has seen more intelligently or patiently than others, who may
have seen less, but still enough to form a correct opinion.*
0UNALASHK.A, ALASKA TERRITORY, .
U. S. COAST SURVEY SCHOONER YUKON,
August 31, 1874.
GENTLE:\1EN: .1.\ t the instance of 1\Ir. Elliott, I have addressed
to you the present letter, intended to embody the conclusions
to which I have been led during a long residence in this Territory, bearing on the subject of your inquiry.
For nearly ten years I have been constantly engaged either
in the study of the subject or in active investigation in this region. Three winters and more than seven years of this period
I have been actually resident in the Territory, and the duties
assigned to me have carried me to nearly every point in it
which is of any importance. I have consequently seen more of
the country than any other individual, and never having been
connected in any way with any trading company, it may be
*In making my comments upon this letter, I do not wish to appear in the
light of 'laying down the law' in every case, for it is a question well open
to argumen!i as to the efl'ect of any attempt to educate these people. A long
interview with General Eaton, Commissioner of Education, upon this subject pleased me very much, for I found that be had a quite different idea
from the plan now followed of schools on our Indian reservations; indeed,
it was almost identical with the views of the Russian bishop in San Francisco, who bas charge of the Greek Catholic church in this Territory. The
system of General Eaton will undoubtedly be found in lds report for this
year.
H. \V. E.
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reasonably assumed that I have been in the position of an impartial observer, and that my \iews on tlw sulJject are not
without a certain '\feight.
I will endeavor to state as succinctly as practicable the
present con<lition of the Aleutian people and its relation to
their past con<lition, the position which they hold in regard to
the traders, and what action seems to me desirable on the part
of the Government to protect its honor and their rights from
invasion.
Briefly, the past may be summed up in the statement that
the Aleuts were· found by the early Russian explorers a race
possessed of much intelligence, not without spirit, yet far less
warlike and aggressive than the Eskimo of Kodiak and elsewhere, (who are usually confoun<led with the Aleuts,) and an
entirely different people in character 3Jnd disposition from the
Indians of the coast or the interior. They were reduced by
the most barbarous and inhuman treatment to less than 10 per
cent. of their original numbers, and were regarded as tllC slaves
of the traders.
The first reaction against this system took place in 179±, and
then and afterward in 17·9D, 1805, and especially 1818, the
Russian government, recognizing its duty, interposed between
the . A.leuts and the trading companies regulations intended to
curb the exa(ftions of the latter and improve the condition of
the former.
In 1824, Father Innocentius Veniaminoff, a. noble and
devoted missionary, now primate of the Greek 9hurch, t.egan
his labors among the Aleuts, and to him is due directly most
of their improvement, mental and moral, since the time mentioned. In 1861 and 1862 the report of Imperial Commissioner
Golovin was prepared and submitted, and the result showing
that the regulations of the government had been more or
less unsuccessful in checking the rapacity of the traders, their
charter was not renewed.(1)
In the Russian plan, the Aleuts were in a condition of serfdom to the company which controlled the colonies .. Yet the
company had its own obligations to fulfill toward them, and
when these were enforced, no Russian, except the commander
of a trading-post, could strike a native; the Aleuts were insured a subsistence; the making of quass, a fermented liquor,
of which the basis is meal and sugar or molasses, was forbidden under heavy penalties, and intoxicating spirits were only

.·

•:

·j

ALASKA.

231

furnished to the natives when actually engaged in hea\y
manual labor for the company, and tllen in verJ· limited quantities. Schools were obliged to be maintained by tlle company,
in which the priests were usually the teachers, and tllough
these were of rather a poor character, yet tlle cllildren who
manifested more than usual ability we1;e able to enter a higher
seminary at Sitka, and to obtain in tllis manner a tolerable
education, for which in return they ~ere bound to the comJ>any's serdce at stated wages for a term of years. A number
of individualstbuseducated(2) participated with credit to themselves in the exploration of the Territory, and commanded \essels belonging to the company, or otherwise held positions of
responsibility. The entire race became christianized, their religion being of a low type it is true, but unmistakably earnest
and devoted.
So much for the past. Under this system of tutelage the
Aleuts lost almost entirely the feeling of independence or the
capacity for independent action and self-guidance.
In describing their present condition, I must premise that no
one who has studied tllem at all has ever placed them in a light
which would class them with our wild and unruly Indian tribes,
and that the care and endeavors wasted on some of these should
not be taken as factors in forming a judgment of what is desirable or practicable to be done for the Aleuts. The latter are a
mild, intelligent, and docile people, always ready 'to submit to
authority, even if groundless or self-constituted.
I have visited personally aU the principal settlements in the
Pribilo:ff and Aleutian Islands, and with Ounalashka am especially familiar~ having wintered here and been brought into tolerably close relations with tlle people during the last three
years.
The settlements can be assigned to four principal groups, excluding that of Attn, which I am informed is about to be abandoned. These are Atka, Ounalashka, Belkoffsky, and the Shumagin Islands. There are a number of very small outlying settlements, but all of them are closely contiguous to one or the
other of these principal places.
The people of Atka are more enterprising and intelligent in
hunting, and haye been less demoralized by contact with
traders; the converse is true of Belko:ffsky and the Shumagins;
otberwis.e the uniformity of character and condition throug-hout the Aleutian chain is remarka.ble. The people of the Pribi-
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loff group have been under exceptional conditions for several
years. They have had schools, (after a fashion,) steady and
remunerative employment, a resident physician, and are able
to purchase provisions and other necessaries at a reasonable
price ; hence they cannot be compared with the others who
have had none of these advantages. That the former show the
good effects of their situation, it is hardly necessary to state.
The relations between these people and the traders, or, more
strictly, with the one trading company which has at, present an
overwhelming predominance throughout the Aleutian region,
are peculiar, and require a word of explanation.
The Aleuts, except on the Pribiloff Islands, gain a livelihood
by hunting the sea·otter and by fishing. None of the islands
afford any subsistence except that drawn from the sea.
To hunt or fish, in fact to live, the Aleut is totally dependent on his skin-canoe. To make this canoe he must have hairseal or sea-lion skins. From various causes the sea-lions are
not now to be found, as formerly, within reach of the large settlements, except on the Pribiloff Islands. This made no difference under the Russian rule, as the sea·lion skins were taken
under the company's direction at the Pribiloff Islands, and were
then distributed to the various points where they were needed,
and were given to the Aleuts gratis. Now, on the contrary,
they are obliged to buy them, and to buy them of tlle company,
who hold the lease of the Pribilo:ff Islands, except in very rare
cases. As the company's agents, in the natural course of business, will sell these materials only to those natives who are
known to bring all their furg to the company's store for sale, it
follows that the lease of the fur-seal islands carries with it a
practical monopoly of all the fur-trade of the Aleutian nation,
that is to say, the sea-otter as well as the seal trade.(3)
Though questions may arise .in the minds of those less familiar with the subject than myself as to the necessity of this monopoly, it is sufficient to say that it is a fact, and, joined with
the Vt:lry great profits of the seal-trade, gives such a weight to
a company possessing these advantages as to enable them to
kill out all opposition traders, or to reduce their business and
influence to a nullit.y. In point of fact, then, except in Belkoffsky and the Shumagins, where sea-lion are yet obtainable by
the natives without the intervention of the company, the latter
is in the possession of absolute and unchecked power over the
whole Aleut nation.
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Before prooeeding to discuss how this power has been exercised, it is necessary to call attention to certain characteristics
of the natives which your own observation will doubtless confirm. Like all races of a low degree of civilization, the attraction which intoxicating liquors, fermented or distilled, exercises
over them is not equaled by any other influence to which they
are subjected. The manufacture of quass, which they derived
from the Russians, although prohibited by the regulations of
the Russia111. company, bas become a universal practice, and,
joined to the ab::;ence of any elevating influences, such as
schools, or the supervision of agents deriving their authority
from the Government, is rapidly and surely degrading the
character and increasing the mortality of the Aleuts. Whereever opposition traders meet, they both connive at this
infamy, and iu such places the deterioration of the
people is more marked and rapid. There are no grounds for
statiug, nor is it my opinion, that the present company has
abused its position more than any other would do in the same
case; this, however, is not the question at issue, but whether
it is consistent with the honor of the Government and with its
duty toward a people who occupy the position of wards of the
United States to leave them in a condition where the grossest
tyranny is possible, and where gradual degradation and relapse into barbarism is certain. Let us examine for a moment
the condition of the Territory. There is absolutely no law, no
means of protection, no redress for injury for any citizen of the
United States even, to say nothing of natives.(4) A number of
murders among the whites have occurred during the past few
years. Only one man was ever apprehended, and I am informed that he was discharged by the courts of Washington
Territory for want of jurisdiction. That acts of injustice and
oppression have occurred between the traders and the company I h~we abundant evidence, though such things are not
likely to occur in the presence of a United States officer. Suppose some act of gross injustice should occur, in what way would
the unfortunate Aleut make his troubles known, if his long experience under the Russians, and disappointea hopes under the
various visits of United States officials, had not taught him
that the best way was to bear it in silence?
If he desired to communicate with civilization, the only
mails are by the compan,Y's vessels, and I have positi\e evidence that they do not always respect even the sanctity of o:ffi-
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cial communications intrusted to their agent for transmission.( 5)
Does he desire to communicate with the cutter during her
annual visit, (if he is fortunate enough to live in Onnalasbka
when .she does come,) he knows that a year must elapse before
any result can be attained, and meanwhile be will be subjected
to ill-treatment from the agent of whom be has complained,
intensified by the knowledge that complaint bas been made.(6)
In old times ·each village bad a tyone or chief. elected by
suffrage, whose duty it was to be present at all trade, and arbitrate between the traders and the natives, and prevent any
cheating of the latter by tb~ former. Now, the tyone is the
creature of the company, paid by them; if there are opposition
traders there are two tyones, and it is evident how impartial
must be their arbitration, and what is the character of the protection they afford.
The Hussians left these people with their self-reliance enfeebled, but their inte1ligence and morals elevated to some
extent above their original condition. We haYe done nothin("
to sustain them in this position, nor to cultivate their self-reli,
a nee.
I think I may say that inquiries on :rour part ia relation to
specific acts of oppression would be quite fruitle~s. Those natives who may have suffered ha,Te long since learned by experience that complaints result in nothing unless in an aggravation
of the original difficulty, and the tyone paid by the company
can always bring forward evidence such as his employers may
desire. I must again repeat, that it is not a question of punishing actual offenses, but of providing against the perpetration
of them ; and to await outrages so gross as to force their way
to our ears, before extending protection, is to wait till the stable
is empty before locking the door.
I do not blame the traders for doing little or nothing to elevate or improve the natives.(7) It is not their business; and,
even if they were willing to work against their own pecuniary
interest in this way, it still should not be left to them.
The ·description of men who gain their livelihood as furtraders are, with rare exceptions, unfit to be trusted with absolute pO\ver O\er unresisting natives, notwithstanding the possible high character of the distant heads of the company who
.e,rnploy them.
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"\Vhat then should be done to regulate the action of the two
parties~

It is with some llesitation that I offer my opinion on so grave
a question. One thing I feel certain of: the manufacture of
quass shoL1ld be put down, and no intoxicating liqnor should
be allowed to enter the country on any pretext whatever.
I think it the duty of the Government to provide schools for
the younger people, who are growing up in ignorance, while
many of their parents can read and write in the Russian language. These schools should teach the rudiments of English
euucation, and should be free from any religious bias, as otherwise they would fail. Attendance shoul<l be made compulsory.
But it may be said that this would require many officials and
great expense to get at the separated communities. I think I
can sbow that this need not necessarily be the case. Suppose
that the laws governing the Indian reservations were extended
over the Aleutian region. A beginning could be made at tlle
four principal places I have named, or at one or more of them;
and extended, or the plan modified, as experience would show
desirable. The few outlying smaller settlements could be
reached from these, if not at once, at least eventually. Let the
settlement be declared a reservation, and the resident official
invested with the pow€:i.'8 of an Indian agent, and supplemented
by a schoolmaster. Then the first would be in a position to
arbitrate between the natives and traders in disputed cases,
and to enforce justice on both sides.(S)
I have not arrived at that point wllere I sbonld believe that
the Government habitual1y employs di8honest agents, though
long experience in Alaska might shake any man's optimism.
At all events, it seems to me to be the duty of the Government
to act in tbe matter, if only to save its own honor. I think
there is a duty involved aside from economical consiuerations.
The citizens, if not the wards of the United States, are entitled
to the protection of the law, and it should be extended to them.
Wbetber the method which I have suggesteu is the best or not
is a question to be decided by others, but I cannot see how
there can be two opinions about the duty of extending fhe protection of the laws and an opportunity for edncation to these
aud other civilized inhabitants of this Territory.
That these are now wanting no honest or sane man can deny.
It would be very desirable, also, that the headquarters of authority in the Territory be transferred to Ounalashka. It is
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the most important and central point; tmt ev~n Kodiak would
be better than Sitka, which has now no importance and hardly
an:y business.(9)
Apologizing for having trespassed on your attention with so
lengthy a communication, I will now close this letter with one
remark, which has no special connection with the foregoing, bnt
which I believe of some importance. This is, that it would be
very desirable that the officers of the United States employed
on the Pribiloff Islands should be prohibited from receiving
pay from, or rendering services for pay to, the company whom
practically they are placed there to watch. That this has occurred in several instances I am aware, and probably in some
cases without any improper intent on either side; but it is evident at once that it opens a wide door for scandal, if not for
fraud.(lO)
I remain, with great respect, yours, very truly,
WM. H. D.A.LL,
Acting Assistant United States Coast-Survey,
In charge JI.1Jdrographic Reconnaissance of Alaska.
J\fessrs. H. W. ELLIOTT and
WASHBURN J\I.A.YNARD, u.s. N.,
United States Oomm,issioners.
COMJ.\1ENTS UPON THE FOREGOING LETTER.
(1) The fact the Russian American Company, at the close of its
third term of twenty y~ars, in 1862, was over two millions of silYer rubles in debt may have had a great deal to do with the
failure in getting a renewal of its charter. A losing business is
not often persisted in a great while by either corporations or individuals. The extravagance and shiftlessness in the management of affairs in Alaska by the officers of the Uussian American Company, during the last twenty or thirty years of its existence, may alone have tended to the result.
(2) Here Mr. Dall, not directly perhaps, but plainly, gives us
to understand that a number ofnatives, Aleuts, were educated
in Russian schools, and "'participated with great credit to themselves in the exploration of the Territory, and commanded vessels belonging to the company, or otherwise held positions of
responsibility." This is a mistake; for these people, serving with
such credit, educated by the company in question, were not Aleuts;
but creoles, or hctlfbreeds, and octoroons. There is no record of
any service rendered the Russian company by the Aleuts, other
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than that of good, honest manual labor, with the exception of
a certain Aleut named Oostigov, who at Sitka "was considered
a fair navigator." These people made good ordinary carpenters,
blacksmiths, coopers, locksmiths, and sailors-good enough for
the Russian service-but such a grade of labor will not satisfy
our traders or captains; and there is, therefore, no demand for
.such upon these people, and there never will be, as long as the
country is under American control. We have in San Francisco
to-day too many idle workmen of all grades better than the Aleuts
could be made, and when such labor is wanted in Alaska, these
men will be employed there. Removing the Russian Company
from the country leaves no future employment whatever for the
Aleuts, iu the capacity above mentioned, no matter what may be
their educational advantages.
(3) That Mr. Dall can advance such an argument in regard
to the monopoly of the fur-trade of the Aleutian Islands by the
control of the sea-lion skinsofthePrybilov Islands is very strange,
for the fact is, that any trader to-day who may deem the furtrade of that section worth the outlay necessary to fit up a small
schooner or sloop, and send it out every other season equipped
for sea lion hunting among the Aleutian Islands, on the north side
of the Peninsula and those islands south of it, can secure skins
enough for the entire use of thew hole Aleutian population! An
annual outlay of only $2,500 is all that is necessary for an opposition trader at Ounalashka to place himself on the same footing, in this respect, with his present rival there. Whether the
fur-trade of that district is worth enough to warrant this small.
expenditure or not is a matter for the traders themselves to
settle, not us, but the fact speaks for itself. Even if there were
no sea-lions except on the Prybi1ov Islands, (which is not true,)
the traders who take any interest in this section are perfectly independent of the Alaska Commercial Company, for there are
thousands upon thousands of walrus not four hundred miles
from Ounalashka, the skins of which can be made, with a little
more labor, quite as valuable for covering tb e bidarkies or canoes
of the sea-otter bunters; if anything, they are more durable,
and these walrus can be obtained as easily as so many hogs or
sheep.
(4) In this paragraph I concur; it is true.
(5) This is a case in which I think, or rather know, that l\Ir.
Dall casts an unworthy reflection upon the Alaska Commercial
Company ·without jnst ground. The facts are as follows: In
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tl1e spring of 1872 the Alaska Commercial Company sent a man
from San Francisco, on trial, to serve as assistant agent at
Ounalashka; he was found wanting, and in less than six months
from the time of his engagement he was dismissed from its
service as unfit and incompetent. :Mr. Dall bad given a letter
to the person in question, while that person was acting for the
company as assistant trader at Ounalasbka, for transmission to
the postmaster at San Francisco. This letter contained a small
sum of money, (a twenty-dollar greenback, I believe,) and never
reached its destination. I am, of course, not prepared to say
whether the man robbed the letter or not; but I should acquit
the company of collusion in so contemptible a matter, even if
this man did do so. Then, again, Mr. Dall writes this letter with
the ship of an opposition trader laying over ten days at anclwr
in the same harbor with us-no other vessels than those of the
company to carry the mails!
(6) This is one of the reasons why I ask for a steam revenuevessel in this Territory: it is impossible for a sailing-cutter to go
about from place to place, as she ought to do.
(7) In this case I think I have shown, in a foregoing chapter, that, contrary to Mr. Dall's statement, it is to the direvt
interest of traders to do all in their power to improve anfl elevate
the natives, and that the natives are to-day living, at Ounalasbka
and elsewhere in the Aleutian district, in better condition than
they have ever lived before.
The traders, however, differ in their appreciation of this trntiJ;.
but two very succes~fnl traders in the Territory, Capt. E. Ht\nnig and M. Mercier, have given me good reason for making
this statement-so emphatic : a trader who does the best by the
natives will be tl:i.e better served by them. Father Shiesnekov
makes a deliberate statement which I print in this appendix
(page 226) that conflicts with Mr. Dall's decidedl.r, and as this
priest has spent over twenty-five mature years of active intelligent labor among these people, Lis judgment is worth something, inasmuch as he " has seen more of tlJe country than an:"
other ind~vidual," and no one can controvert the fact.
(8) This policy of l\Ir. Dall's, of declaring four or five Indian
reservations in the Aleutian district, with an Indian agent and
schoolmaster in each, would, in my best judgment, amount to
nothing but discord and mischief. What security can the Government have for the disinterestedness and honesty of its Indian
agents~ Are such agents to tell the tra;ders in the country
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how much they shall pay the natives, or to a(ldse the natives
how to meet tlw traders~ Interference thus by the Government
with the relationship of the traders to the natives will surely
be bad; i. e., if the natives are :fleeced now, they will, with
an Indian agent arbitrating, be doubly :fleeced. The poor
.1\.leuts are the gainers by having only one power, the traders,
to deal with, as at present, or they could not live as they do.
There is no middle ground here. If Alaska is an Indian reser·
vation, then there can be no white people there; if not, then
Government cannot interfere with legitimate trade.
With regard to the schoolmasters, were the Government able
to select and send the most zealous and excellent of their class,
they would find in this Territory a barren field. Let the Greek
Catholic Church continue its work ; it is the only power that
can accomplish any good in the mental future of the Aleut.
(9) I think myself that Ounalashka is the best place, but
Kodiak is more central.
(10) I happened to be talking about this matter, in the
spring of 1872, with one of the persons, perhaps, of whom Mr.
Dall complains. It is, however, a very clear case, and the only
one that has occurred since the granting of the lease, and in noway improper; but" as it opens a wide door for scandal, if not
for fraud," I was assured by the company that tho thing should
nevPr again occur. The facts are these: During the sojourn of
one of the Government agents, stationed on the islands, this
gentleman took a deep interest in the language of the Aleuts,
being himself a linguist of fine accomplishment; the agent of
the company conceived the idea of getting him to teach the
school, on account of his knowledge of the Russian, which the
schoolmaster employed did not possess, in the hope that the
school would be more attractive to the native children. During
the winter, therefore, the Government officer voluntarily taught
~cbool, although the attendance was small, for reasons which I
have given in the body of my report. The only other instance
where anstbing of this kind ha(l occurred was in the case of
this same gentleman, who bad with great labor and pa,ins corri·
piled an English and A-leutian vocabulary, which was deemed
by the Alaska Commercial Company to be of -value for the use
of their traders, and they purchased it for some $100, I believe,
soon after the connection of this gentleman with the Seal
Islands was dissolved. But long before the date of 1\fr. Dall's
letter·the company'~ agent informed me of this action on their
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part, and, at the s~tme time, announced their determination to
do so no more, in consequence of its liability to misrepresentation. This Go\ernment agent left the Seal Islands in 1872, at
his own request, on account of the isolation and distance from
his family, and has been in Washington, employed in the Treasury Department, ever since. 1\fost likely, in this matter 1\ir.
Dall refers to transactions that took place on the islands before
the granting of tbe lease, and of which I ha\e no .knowledge
other than that of hearsay; but as to what has transpired on
these islands since the inauguration of the present state of
affairs, I am fully cognizant; that which took place previous
to this is now of no importance. It was a disorderly medley
of civil and military authority, and, as near as I can learn,
reflects no special credit upon any of the officers concerned on
the part of the Government.
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THE PRIBYLOV ISLANDS.*
"Under the name of the P;·ybilovislands are known two small
islands lying in Bering Sea, between 560 and 570 north latitude and 1680 an~ 170o west longitude.
'' These islands were not known before the year 1786; mate
G. Prybilov, then in the sen·ice of a swan-hunting company,
first, in the Russian name, found them, but at the same time he
was not the first <liscoverer, because, as before said, (Part I,
chap. 1,) on one of tilem (southwest side of Saint Paul) signs,
such as a pipe, brass knife.handle, and traces of fire were
found, indicating that people Ilad been there before, but not
long; as places were observed where the grass had been burned
and scorched. But if we can believe the Aleuts in what they
relate, tile islands were known to them long before they were
visited by the Russians. They knew and called them 'Ateek'
after Ilaving heard about them.
"Eegad-dah-geek, a son of an Oonirnak chief by tile name of
Ah-kak-nee-kak, was taken out to sea in a bidarkie by a storm,
tue wind blowing strong from the south. He could not get back
to tile beach, nor could be make any other landing, and was
obliged to run before the wind three or four days, when he
brought up on Saint Paul's Island, north from the land which
b~ bad been compelled to leave. Here he remaine~ until autumn,
and became acquainted with the hunting of different animals.
Elegant weather one day setting in, he saw the peaks of Oonimak. He then resolved to put to sea, nnd return to receive tile
thanks of his people there; and, after three or four days of traveling, he arrived at Oonimak, with many otter tails and snouts.t
"The islands were both at first without vegetation, with exception of Saint Paul's, where there was a small tal-neek creeping along on the ground; and on Saint George, if we believe
11
Translated by the writer from Bishop Innocent Veniaminov's work
"Zapieska ob Octrovah Oonahlasbkenskaho Otdayla. St. Petersburg, 1840.
(The only Russian treatise upon the subject found. The seleetions most pel··
tinent to the subject are introuuced alone in this translation.) H. \V. E.
tHere Veniaminov says that he does feel inclined to believe this story, as
the peaks of Oonimak can be seen occasionally f':om Saint Paul's! I have no
hesitation in saying that they were never observed by any mortal eye from
the Prybilov Group. The wide expanse of water between these points, and
the thick, foggy air of Bering Sea, especially so at the season mentioned in
this story above, will always make the mountains of Oonimak invisible to
the eye from Saint Paul's Island. A mirage is almost an impossibility; it
mar havo been mnch lllNe rrobable if tbe date was :t wintPr (l!lC. -H. \V. E.
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the accounts of the first ones there to see, nothing grew, even
grass, except on the places where the carcasses of dead animals
rotted. In the course of time both islands were covered with
grass, a great part of it being of the sedge kind. On them are
two varieties of berries, &c., &c.
H The Aleuts serving the company here sustained the following relations between themselves and it, to wit: Each of them
worked without solicitation and at whatever was found, and to
which they were directed, or that which they understood. Paymf'nt for their toil was not established by the day or by the
year, but in general for each thing taken by them or standing
or put to their credit by the company; for instance, especially,
the skins of animals, the teeth of walrus, barrels of oil, &c.
These sums, whatever they might be, were placed by the company to their credit, for all general hunting and working was
established or fixed for the whole year fairly. The Aleuts in
general received no specific wages, though they were not all
alike or equal, there being usually three or four classes.
" In these classes, to the last or least, the sick and old workmen were counted in, although they were only burdens, and
therefore they received the smaller shares, about 150 rubles,
and the other and better classes received fi.·om 220 to 250 rubles
a year. Those who were zealous were rewarded by the company with 50 to 100 rubles. The wives of the Aleuts, who
worked only at the seal-hunting, received from 25 to 35 rubles.*
''Animals on the Prybilov Islands.-Foxes and mice. Sometimes the ice brings bears and red foxes. The bears were never
allowed to lh. .e since they could not be made useful; and also
the red foxes, as they would only spoil the breed already exist~
ing, with regard to color of the fur.
"Fur-seals, sea-lions, hair-seals, and a few walrus are the only
animals that may be said to belong to the Prybilov Islands.
"Birds.-The guillemonts, (or arries ;) gulls; puffins; crested,
horned, and white-breasted auks; snow-finches; geese, (two
kinds;) a few kinds of Tringa; sea-ducks, black and gray. 1\-Iost
of these birds come here to lay, and with them jagers, hawks,
owls, and 'chikees,' (big Laurus glauc~ts,) and the aluatross is frequently to be seen around the beaches."
"Sea-otters became scarce generally in 1811, and in the next
thirty years extinct.
"Compare this annual payment made by the Russians with the cash settlement made every year by the Alaska Commercial Company, the present
lessee of these islands, as presented in the chapter on the condition of a:ffaits
on the seal islands.-H. W. E.

ALASKA..

243

"The fur-seals ('sea-cats') astonish us by their great numbers, as they gradually come up on to their breeding-places,
notwithstanding harsh and foolish treatment of them, continued
almost half a century (until1824) without mercy.
" In the first years, on Saint Paul's Island, from 50,000 to
60,000 were taken annually, and on Saint George from 40,000
to 50,000 every year. Such horrible killing was neither necessary nor demanded. The skins were frequently taken without
an~T list or count. In 1803, 800,000 seal-skins bad accumulated,
and it was impossible to make advantageous sale o( so many
skins; for in this great number so many were spoiled that it
became necessary to cut or throw into the sea 700,000 pelts!
If G. Rezanov (our minister to Japan) bad not given this his
attention, and put himself between the animals and this foolish
management of them, it appears plainly to me that theRe creatures would have long ago changed for the worse.
''Of the number of skins taken up to 1817, I have no knowledge to rely upon, but from that time, and up to the present
writing, I ha\e true and reliable accounts, which I put in the
appendix to this volume. From these lists it will be seen that
still in 1820, on both islands, there were killed more than 50,000
seals, viz, on Saint Paul's, 39,700; and on Saint George, 10,250.
There were eye-witnesses to the reason for this diminution of
the seals, and it is only wonderful besides that they are still
existing, as they have been treated almost without mercy so
many years. The cows produce only one pup each every year.
They have known deadly enemies, and also are still exposed to
many foes unknown. From this killing oftb.e seals they steadily
grew less, except on one occasion, which was on Saint George's
Island, wtere an opportunity was given suddenly to kill a large
number; but the circumstances do not seem to be important.
On one. occasion a drive was made of 15,000 male and female
seals, but the night was dark, and it was not practicable to
separate the cows from the males ; and they were, therefore,
allowed to stand over until daylight should come. The men
put in charge of the herding of the dro-ve were careless, and
the seals took ad,-antage of this negligence, and made an
attempt to escape by throwing themselves from the bluffs over
the beach near by into the sea; but, as this bluff was steep,
high, rough, and slippery, they fell oYer and were all injured.
Now, for the first time, great numbers of seals were missed,
and why, it was not significant or apparent; but on the following year, instead of the appearance and catch of 40,000 or
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50,000, less 'than 30,000 were killed and taken, and then, too,
the numbers of seals were known to diminish, an:d in the same
way, only greater, on the other island. For instance, in the first
years, on the island of Saint George, the seals were onl;y five or
six times less than on Saint Paul, but in 1817 they were only
less than one-fourth; but in 1826 they were almost one-sixth
again.
"The diminution of seals there (Saint Paul's) and on the
other island, from 1817 to 1835, was very gradual and visible
every year, but not always equal.
"The killing of seals in 1834, instead of being 80,000 or
60,000, was only 15,751 from both islands, (Saint Paul, 12,700;
Saint George's, 3,051)."
In the first thirty years, according to Veniaminov's best understanding, there were taken "rnore than two and a half millions oj
seal-skins;" then, in the next twenty-one years, up to 1838, they
took 578,~24. During this last taking, from 1817 to 1838, the
skins were worth on an aYerage "no more than 30 rubles each,"
($G apiece.)
"A great many sea-otters (Enhydra marina) were found on
Saint Paul's Island at first, and as many as 50,000 were taken
from the island, but years have passed since one has been seen
in the vicinity, even, of the islands."
Table I, Part II, Bishop Veniamtinov's Za1Jieska, g·c., showing the seal-catch during the period of gradual dimimttion of life on the islands fl·out lo17 down to
1H36, the yem· of sca1·city, and from which date they have as g1·adnally increased
up to the present number, their maximum lirnit in a state of natnre, at 1chich the
seal-life has stood during the past twenty years; the killing has also been grad?tally increased up to the present figure, 100,000 annually.
Taken from-

1817.

1818.

Saint Paul's Island ............ 47, 860
Saint George's Island ..•....... 12,328

45,932
13,924

Total .••.•.•..•......... 60,188

59,856

Taken from-

18:24.

Saint Panl's Island ............ 19, 850
Saint George's Island ..•....... 5, 550

1819.

~11821.

•o. 300
11,
924

"· 700
10,
::i20

52, 225

50, 220

I"·,,

Taken from-

182:.1.

9, 245

24,100
5, 773

44, 995

36,469

29,873

------

1825.

18:!6.

1827.

1828.

18~9.

24,600
5, 500

23, 250

17,750
'1, 950

18, 450

17, 150
3, 661

1830.

- -- -- -- -- -- (")

4, 778

-------- --

TotaL.·-····-··········· 25,400

1822.
28,150
8, 319

30, 100

23,250

19,700

1831.11832.,18331183<

23,228

~-

20,811

1!\, ~00
2, 834

--

I'"'·

18,034

ld37.

---183.'>
4, 052

o,)o

4, 220
2, 582

Total. ................... l6,"o34!16.446!16.412 1 15, 731 6,580 16.590

6, 802

Saint Paul's Island ............ 12, 950
Saint George's Island .......... 3, Otl4

13, 130
3, 2!)5

13, 200
3, 2l2

12, 700
3, 031

()

~

•.• ~a
~.)

4, 040

2,

r.:~

* Left to breed.
Grand total for Saint Paul's Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 464, 259
Gru.ud total for S:tint George's Island............................ 114, 665
Total catch during nineteen years of diminution .. .... .'....

578, 924
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Meteorological abstmct for the months ft·om September, 1872, to .Ap,·il1873, inclusit·e, made by Chas. P. Fish, United States Signal-Seruice, at the office of the
Chief Signal-Officer, United States Army, division of 1·epm·ts and telegmms for
the island of Saint Paltl, Bering's Sea, for the benefit of commerce and agl·iculture.
r
September.

Month of record.

Mean of barometer, corrected . ......... . 29.773
.Maximum of barometer. corrected ..•.... 30.46
Miuimum of barometer, corrected ...... . 28.87
]. 59
Monthly range of barometer, corrected ..
Greatest daily range of barometer, cor• 97
reeted .................... - ...... -.. - - .
• 03
Least clailyrange ofbarometer, corrected
Mean daily rangbofbarometer, corrected.
. 259
Mean of exposed thermometer ......... - 440,2
Maximum of exposed thermometer ..... - 520
Minimum of exposed thermometer ..... - 33°
Monthly range of exposed thermometer. 19°
Greatest daily range of exposed thermometer · ·- ----. __ --· ·----- ........... . no
Least daily range of exposed thermom10
eter .... • ....... ------···-··· · ·····-···
Mean of maxima of exposed thermometer .................................. . 46°.8
Mean of minima of exposed thermometet _................................. . . 41°.8
Mean daily range of exposed thermometer .... . ...........................•.
5°.0
Mean relative humidity ................ .
85.6
Maximum relatiye humidity ........... . 100
56
¥mim~m rel_ative humidity ......•......
I r1wailiDg wmd .. ...................... .
N.
Number of miles travelf'd by wind ..... .
9, 138
304.6
Mean daily Yelocity of wind_ .....•......
Mean homly velocity of wind .......... .
12.7
Maximum hourly Yelocity of wind ...... .
33
92
Proportion of cloudmess . .....•..........
Amount of ruin-fall, in inches .......... .
2. 89
Greatest daily amount of rain-fall ...... .
.85
Amount of melted hail and snow, (in• 20
cluded in rain-fall) ...•.................
Nnmbet· of day::; on which precipitation
OClllllTed .••••••••••••• _ •••••.•••••••• _

Numuer of days on which hail or snow
fell ........ .'..•.....•.............•....
Month of record.

29.512
30.04
28.51
1. 53

29.458
30.23
28.62
1. 61

29.488
30.04
28.05
1. 99

• 97
• 04
. ~93
36°.0
450
22°
23°

• 87
• 06
. 339
340.3
41°
23°
18°

• 80
• 03
. 249
26°.6
37°
40
33°

no

110
10
10

10
38°.7

36°.2

29°.1

33°.3

31°.5

24°

5°.4
83.9
100
65
N.
11, 872
.383
16
42
84
3. 08
.58

40.7
86.6
100
60

5°.1
87.8
100
70

14,539
484.6
20.2
74
78.9
2. 38
• 31

16,644
530.5
22.1
53
84.
2. 99
.42

s.

. 91

N.

2. 38

• 82

29

27

27

4

15

17

24 .

Mean of barometer, corrected ........... 29.953
:Maximum of barometer, corrected ....... 30.50
Minimum of barometer, corrected ......•. 29.32
Monthly 1·an .~e of barometer, corrected ..
1.18
Greatest daily range of barometer, corrected . _............ __ . __ . _.•. __ .. _....
.58
Least daily range of barometer, corrected.
.03
Mean daily range of barometer, corrected.
. 194
Mean of exposed thermometer_ .......... 15°.7
Maximum of: exposed thermometer ...... 34°
Minimum of expose<l thermometer ....... -110
Monthly ran!!e of exposed thermometer. 45°
Greatest daily range of exposed thermometer ........... __ ...............•. 22°
Least daily range of exposed thermomoo
eter ....
Mean of m~~i;;~ · ~f · ~=x:po~~d th~~~~~:
18°.9
eter. -· ···-··· ·- -·· ..... -··. ····- ......
Mean of minima of exposed thermometer ................................... no. 9
(
Mean daily range of exposed thermom70,0
eter . _.. _.......... _.... _..............
Mean relative humidity .................
85.7

·

November. December.

30

January.

·

October.

March.

.April.

29.507
30.51
28.26
2. 25

29.768
30.31
29.05
1. 26

29.769
30.35
29.00
1. 35

.95
. 06
. 421
18°.6
34°
-120
460

• 66
. 05
. 219
120,6
35°
-70
42°

• 73
.03
• 242
23°.9
35°
30
320

280

20°

30

30

30

22°.6

170.1

27°.9

15~.1

70.4

19°.•

70,5
86.2

go_ 7
81. 8

F~brnary.

24°

so. 5
84.29
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.Meceorological abstract, g·c.-Continued
Month of record.

.January.

I February.

March.

April.

Maximum relative humidity ........ . ..
Minimum relati vt: huwiuiLy .............
Prevailing wind ............ _............
~umber of miles traveled by wind ......
.Jean daily vel>~city ot'wind .............
ean hourly >eloclty of winu ... _.......
~ aximum homly velocity of wind .......
ProQortion of cloudiness .................
.Amount of raiu-fall, i.n inches ............
Greatest daily amount of rain-fall. ......
..d..mount of melted hail and snow, (ineluded in rain-fall) ....................
:Number of days on which precipitation
occurred ..............................
Numuer of day,; 011 which bail or snow
fell ..... _..............................

100
5:1
E.N.E.
17,903
577.5

100
4(i
N. ·
14,512
4ti8. 1
19.5

43
6:!. 8
0. 96
. ;j9

100
4U
N.
16, ti-16
594.3
24.8
82
74.9
5. 78
1. 07

100
63
N.
18, 607
(i20. 2
25.84
53
73.6

. 83

4. 87

~4.1

1'8

(i8
1. 21
. :18
1. 21

1. 77

.50

1. 77

21

27

27

26

20

25

27

26

:XOTE.-It will be noticed that I have not spelled the name Behring in accordance with
the usual custom observed by English writers, who have thus given the phonetic value of
the Sclavonic characters used by the Russians in writing the name of this celebrated navigator; but by reference to the following statement made by Professor Gill, of the Con.
gressional Library, it will be seen that the name in question may properly be spelled
"Bering." Professor Gill says: "The name of the navigator which has been conferred on
the strait separating America and Asia, is unquestionably spelled BEIUXG and not BEHRING.
I submit, in explanation, my reasons : 1st. The navigator himself was born in .Jutland, and
a scion of a Danish family, whose members bore the name of Bering, and two representatives of which bad the same Christian name, viz, (1) Vitus Bering, born 1617, died 1675,
some time professor of poetry at Copenhagen, and (2) Vitus Bering, born 1682, died 1753, a.
priest of Olleri.tp and Kirkeby. The form Behring, so far as I can ascertain, is unknown
in Denmark, (see Nyerup's Dansk-Norsk Litteratur-lexieon, v. i, pp. 56, 57, 1818.) 2d. Tile
form Bering is almost (but not quite) uni>ersally adopted in all non-English works; for
example, Biographie Universelle, (Michaud,) v. 4, p. 261, 1811, also, nouv. ed., v. 4, p. 28, 1854;
Nouvelle Biograpbie Generale, (Hoefer,) v. 5, p. 527, 1855; Allgemeine Encyclopadie der
'Vissenschaften und Kiinste, (Ersch und Gruber,) v. 9, p. 136, 1822; Neues KonversationsLexicon, (Meyers,) v. 3, p. 238, 1862; Deutsch-L\merikanisches Conversations-Lexicon,
(Scbem,) v. 2, p. 296, 1869, and numerous others. The exceptional cases, e. !l· Pierer's Universal Lexicon, Grande Dictionnaire Uni>erselle dn xix. siede, &c. InEngli;,;h tlictionari<'S,
the tl'ue form Bering is auopted in the Brief Biographical Dictionary, by Holes, 1865, and
the Dictionary of Biographical Reference, by Phillips, 1871, allll is gradually Hnrers· ding
the more familiar English form. An explanation of the reason of the origin of the name
Behring i,; found in the fact that it was originally derived from the Russian, \Yithout a
knowledge of its primitive source, and was the nearest Engli>ih phonetic exrrest;ion of the
Russian characters. Inasmuch, however, (1) as the original form of a name, without regard to its pronunciation, is universally adopted in our biographies and bil>liogt aphie.;, and
(2) as the original form of the navigator's name was Bering, such is the concet one, and
that which must ultimately supersede the other. It need only be added that Bering himself, and the Ru:isians universally,(?) adopt that form when writing in Engli,;h characters,
and that the Russian letter ('e') in his name, represented by 'ell,' is especially ordained by
the Russians to be rendered by the Latin character 'e,' in accordance with the pronuncia·
tion of the Latin and continental races generally."
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SKETCHES OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLA:XDS.
[Taken from Veniaminov, Zapieska, part l, p. 13-t.]

ISLANDS OF THE FOUR 1\TOUNTAINS-" CHEETIERY SOPOCHNIE."
KAYGAl\IILYAK is the longest; has a number of smoking
bills, sometimes burning. On the southeast side of the isla,nd
are the remains of what once must ha,·e been large settlements.
On these islands are arries (Lomvia arra) and a tundra goose,
which latter comes here to shed feathers and rear its young, and
on the rocks around the coast are sea-lions and hair-seals.*
TAIINAK is the largest of the group. On this island are red
foxes, with very coarse fur, and a few sea-fowl. In 17G±, 100
Aleuts lived here or hereabouts. At this time (183±) the men
ha-ve nearly all been destroyed by the hand of Stepan Glottov,
and the women nearly all perished of hunger. \\hat remains
of the Aleuts is on tlle island of Oomnak. This is the highest
one of the group under discussion. Hot springs are to be
found on the east side, and on the southeast side arc the ruins
of old dwellings. Sea-otters are foun<l about tllis place. A
small island lies to the west; it is round and full of bold llills,
steep. On the soutlleast side, in 1834, was a small settlement,
which the Aleuts say was occupied by a most savage and warlike people. They were destroyed by Glottov. A few sea-lions
are found here. Near this is another small island, round and
full of high hills. There are remains of two settlements on it;
signs of sea-otter; uoone there, now; (183-±;)sea-fowls,sea-lions,
and hair-seal.
UNASKA is quite large; higll hills, cliffs, &c. On the east
side is a volcano, which began in 1825 to burn; no hot springs
there; no people there, thougll the relics of two old settlements
are seen. Birds breed on the cliffs; on the beacll sea-lions, and,
at times, sea-otters.
AMOOTOYON is anotller small island, round, bluffy, and moun« Last September, (1874,) Captain Hennig, while cruising with a party
of sea-otter hunters, discovered a warm cave on the northeast side of this
island, in which he found eleven mummies well embalmed. A full and
interesting history of the matter was given to him by the natives, but
it is too long for insertion here. Those mummies are now in the Smithsonian
Institution, presented by the Alaska Commercial Company. These bodies
were put into this cave, according to the people, in li24 or 1725.-H. vV. E.
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tainous-the least Important of this group; no bays, no streams,
nothing but arries, sea-lions, and, at times, sea-otters. Between this island and Unaska is a rock where a great many
sea-fowl breed, and sea-lions.
OoMNAK is the largest of the Aleutians. It has three high
mountains; is very hilly, with a number of large lakes and
streams. In 1805 the people were able to take 2,000 salmon
every year, but now (1834) they cannot get more than 200 to
400; in the winter from 50 to 100. On the northeast side of
the island, in the mountains, is a lake, on the blu:ffy beaches
of which amber is - found. Everything grows on the island
that is peculiar to Ounalashka, save the willow. In the year
some 50 black foxes are killed, 80 cross, and about 40 red. On
the north shore and under Tuleeskoi Sopka is a -large number
of sea-lions, hair-seal, and sea-otters, from 10 to 4U annually
killed. In older times the Aleuts used to get porphyry from
the north-northwest side ofTuleeskoi for their weapons. There
is less snow ht-re than on Ounalashka. A great many hot springs.
here ; one on the north side is so hot that meat can be cooked
in it. Under most of these springs is a subterranean noise.
Before the coming of the Russians on Oomnak there were
twenty settlements, some of them quite large, like the one at
Tuleeskoi, where there were so many neople that they were able
to take at one time all the meat and blubber of a large whale.
At the present time (1834) there are only two villages, Raychesnoi
and Tuleeslcoi, altogether 109 souls. The former lies on the
south west side of the island, and a wooden church was built
here in 1826; 13 huts and 3 bath-houses, under the supervision
of Krukov, a creole, were built in 1834; 38 males and 45 females;
they had plenty of hens and raised at times potatoes; fish quite
scarce; crabs and sea-urchins abundant. They have plenty of.
roots, but at times are without oil, and cannot then cook or use
the roots, and they frequently go a year without getting a
whale. In the winter they go to Samalga and kill from 3 to 10
'sea-otters. Tuleeskoi, on the east side, in 1834, bad 11 men and
15 women. In 1830 there were 3 settlements on this island, on
the south side, and on the island 1Teagovskie. At Samalga in
o1den times (1794) there was a large settlement, 400 souls, but
all are scattered and gone now. On the south side is a bAach
out upon which sea-otters used to come during the pre\Talence
of furious gales of wind from that quarter.
BoGA SLOV IsLAND made its appearance first in 1796, (11ay,)
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and was finished in 1825; is oval-shaped; no fresh water; sealions breed there.
OUNALASHKA.-lltal.:ooshin is the highest mountain on the
island; 5,475 feet; volcano. ~o one remembers of its having
disturbed the settlement near it. In 1818 it made the earth
tremble an:l a loud noise, but nothing more ensued. It can be
ascended in August and September, when there is least snow
and the winds <lo not blow so hard. A great many creeks and
streams on the island, running down from the high hills to the
sea; manyprettywater-falls. There are twenty streams in which
fish run up from the sea, independent of the trout found in all of
them; salmon, salmon-trout," keezoog," hump-backed salmon,
and " hie-eks.'' I.~akes on the island are nearly as numerous as
the streams, and are frequently found high up in the mountains;
many of tnem are Yery deep ; one of them more than ten versts
in circumference, and in this one no bottom was found.
Gulfs and bays on all sides of this island, especially on the
north side, and more good ones than on any other island of the
whole ·Ale11tian chain; three are on the eastern side, Beaver,.
Captain's, and .Jiakooshin. The first ship entered Captain's Harbor in 17GD, Captain Layvashava. At Oobiennah Bay a squad of
Aleuts destroyed a Russian ship. ]IJatreskenskayah Bay, a great
place for hump-backed salmon, and Paystrokovskie, two small
bays distinguished ~r the coming of a great many whales; and
from these bays to the west, about ei~ht versts, are some small
lakes, but very deep; all these bays are good places for ships
to stand at anchor.
In Starry Ga,van the first Russian ship entered in 1761.
Anglieslcie Bay is where Captain Cook anchored. Chernovskie·
is the finest harbor on the island, in the straits between Oom.nak, and a dozen others, but of less importance. Kahlecta
Point received its name because in a little bay under it a great
many whales used to resort; this point is the land-mark for the·
harbor of Ounalasbka. Ohee-;f~tl or Jolly Point, so called by the
sailors who usually make it in a fog. It is made up of somethirty differently colored strata or layers, horizontal, distinguishing it from all other cn.pes or points; from its very summit
down to the water's edge, on one side, is a vivid green slope.
At llforb·ot'skie Point, to the southward in the hills, are tile
remains of a fossil elephant, and a little farther, trending from
the s,ontheast to the northwest, behold an elephant of the true
kin<l, lying quite hol'izontall;r. over 14 feet wide, and about 10
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above the water. At Aspeetskie Point the Russians found a
stone slate which belonged to one of the first chiefs. The Russians also called the people living near this place "Aspeet."
The points on the southern side of Ounalashka are not well
known ; they are not safe to approach, on account of reefs and
submerged rocks, which extend out to sea a long way, and the
water breaks very heavily on them and on the cliffs.
Vegetation on Ounalashkaisfound everywhere, except on the
summits of the highest mountains and the faces of steep cliffs.
On the east side of the island, in Captain's Bay and part of
Beaver Bay, the small willow grows best, berries, mushrooms,
&c.

Animals.-Foxes, mice, (brought by the Hussians,) cows. and
rats; the latter came only in 1828, brought in the ship "Finland," and in less tha.n two years they increased so that they
got m~er to Makooshin settlement, a distance of over fifty
versts, in spite of high, snowy ridges and high streams between,
and attacks by foxes. The foxes on this island yield to the
hunters about 500 annually; of these 100 are black, 250 cross,
and 150 red. Of the water-animals, in earlJ~ times there were
great numbers of hair-seal, fur-seal, sea otter, and sea-lions,
but nowadays they come in such small numbers that from
them all hardly more than a hundred skins are taken per
annum. Sea-otters are found only on the southern side near
the beach, and in very small numbers, as they come from the
.sea; sea-lions in less number and only in one place, on the
southern side, not far from Osojskie Bay, on a rock separated
from the beach by a narrow canal. Fur-seals used to come
into the bays here until the discovery of the Prybilov Islands,
and since then hardly a single one.
The island was not known earlier than 1760. In 1762 the
Russians, who first discovered this place, were unhappily nearly
.e xterminated, and in revenge for this the natives were nearly
all destroyed in 1763 by Solovayiat, and the rest in the following year.
There are only two hot springs on the island ; one on the
point near Makooshin settlement has a little run of water and
is not very hot; the other near a small lake back from Indian
Bay, five versts from Illoulook, has a temperature of about
.570 to 6oo.
From a lake known to and ~poken of by the Aleuts, near
. Makrovsko·i Gulf, high up in the mountains, under the cliffs on
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the eastern beach, is found the finest amber; hair-seals go up
into the lake.
Near l\fakooshin Gulf, between a long tufa or breccia place
or edge and Taraltsovsl~oyan Bay, in the mountains, is a lake on
the beach of which is found native copper; and above this, in
the mountains of the third range, also, is a lake, on the beach
of which is found hollow stones which rattle when shaken, and
in the cleft of a cliff or cave is seen the gleam of light, like
water. On the south side of the island, near Oin-nomaden Bay,
are two lakes also in the mountains, in one of which hair-seals
go, and on the beach under the cliffs are found shining stones.
In the mountains near Captain's Harbor is a lake on the beach
()f which white pearls were reported found, but in 1812 men
·were sent, in August, to look for them and found only ice.
In Beaver Bay, on the left side, near AgamgeekBay, is a waterfall tumbling down from high cliffs, the water of which the
Al('uts dare not .driuk for fear of death, and near this place
stands a stone which is honored as a petrified devil.
There is a stream under l\lakooshin 1\Iountain, on the north
side, by the bauks of which are iron bogs, and above them it is
said native copper is found; back from l\fakooshin Gulf, in the
mountains of the third range, mica (" sluda") is found.
Before tlle Russians came, in 1762, there were on this island
twenty-four settlements, and altogether a·great many people.
Even as late as 1805, there were fifteen counted settlements,
and in them 800 souls; but at present (183±) there are only ten,
and in them only 470; and all of them placed, witll one exception, on the west and north west shores.
lllou-look is the head settlement.
Solova;yiah is said to
have lived here. Built here (183±) is a wooden church, with
bells; five houses, three magazines or warehouses; five "barrabkies," or huts, and one barn-all the property of the company. The head office for the whole Aleutian district is here,
under a chief trader and three store-keepers. Twenty-seven
)'Ourts, or huts, belong to the creoles and Aleuts, 275 souls in
number. (:VIale Aleuts, 90; female::;, 106; over them Russians
and creoles, 75.) Here, with the exception of the Russian
American Company's office at Sitka, was the first scll.ool. It
was opened the 12th 1\larch, 1835 ; started in 1834 by 22 males,
creoles and Aleuts. In this school no more than twelve boys
could be brought together in 1835. There was a hospital with
eight sick men attended by a surgeon, and a borne for orphan

252

ALASKA.

girls, with twelve of them in it. Some of the company's serv·
ants raised pigs, chickens, and ducks, and nearly all the housekeepers had a garden, where they raised turnips and potatoes.
(In 1838, one hundred and t~enty kegs were raised by the
whole settlement.) The ground for the first church was prepared in 1825; church built in 1826; provided with bells, and
pictures in gilt frames; built by the Aleuts. ~ '
The profits of this country, or settlement, in especial: from
ten to forty fur-seals are taken every year as they come down
from the north; the yield from the fish is not important; the
river which comes down from the mountains in NaUlcenslcoi
Bay is the best place, and sometimes the dog-salmon are there
in such numbers that it is difffcult to get through the water.
It i~ said that the river which is by this settlement used to be
the best for fish; it is now spoiled.
'
Cod-fish are caught a long way out, as far as twenty to eighty
'' sajens,"* and in late years in small numbers. A willow grows
near the settlement, quite large, and, though the company
have annually repaired and built with it some sixty baidars
and over one hundred and twenty boxes, it is still abundant.
For cattle this place is not very profitable, because, around this
settlement, though grass grows earlier than elsewhere in the
district, snow falls and lies from five to seven months, and the
mowing has to be done in bad or hard places, and, on account
of the rare occurrence of sunlight and the frequency of rains,
hay-making is exceedingly difficult. Potatoes and turnips do
not thrive in a noteworthy manner.
Natielcouskoi settlement lies on the west side of Captain's'
llarbor. It has two yourts and 15 souls, (6 males, 9 females.)
Paistrcthlwvslcie is on the left side of Captain's Harbor; five
yourts; 37 souls, (16 males, 21 females.) The mountain above
it has a bowl-shaped crater, and in it is a lake.
·
V aysaylo·vskie lies on the left side of the point of the same
name; 15 souls, (7 males, 8 women.)
Malcom;henskoi lies on the north side of Makooshin Gulf;
built here, a yourt, barrabkie, store-house, and bath-house
belonging to the company, and a trader stationed here. The
Aleuts possess six yourts and six barrabkies; 35 souls, (15
males, ~0 females.) Not far from the settlement, back from the
mountains near the sea, pumice-stone is found. There were
five settlements near this place in ancient times, excepting

---------------------------------------------------* "Sajen," equivalent to seven feet.
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Starrie-chovskalw, which existed up to 1805. They get from 80
to 150 foxes here, with \arying grades of fur.
Koshegenskoi lies inside of Koshegenskaho Gulf, on the left
side, on a very even place, near the debouchure of a stream.
The company bas erected here a yourt, store-house, bath-bouse,
and <t barn belonging to it, which has a trader here, who attends
to the business of all the southern part of the island. The
Aleuts have ejght yourts, and are 41 souls in number, (18 men,
23 women.) There are not many fish here; in the best days
of salmon-running not over 300. Sometimes sea-lions lie on
the south side. A small number of hair-seals are killed on the
rocks. Roots in abundance. In 1833 the company introduced
cattle here.
Chernovski'e, on the north west side of the island, bas four
yourts and 44 souls, (20 males, 24 females.) The harbor is
elegant, but not always without danger to sailing-vessels; for,
if caugllt outside in the straits, without wind, they may be
carried against the cliffs of Oomnak Straits.
On the Routh side of Ohernovskie stands a citadel, and to the
north, a distance of 20 \ersts, near an old settlement, was
1ouu<l a copper chain, four links. This settlement is the poorest
on the island. The principal subsistence is mussels. There is
only one fish-stream, and that falls near the settlement.
Emagenskoi· is in Captain's Harbor, 8 versts northeast from
IUoulook, on a little bay of the same name; 32 souls (15 males,
17 females) live here in four yourts.
Kahlechtenskoi.-Three yourts; 14 souls. A small stream
here, where a great many fish are taken. Sometimes more than
2,000 salmon are secured. The natives frequently get whales
here.
Bobrovskie.-Forty-one souls, (21 males, 20 females,) four
yourtt~, and a few gardens; they get a small number of salmontrout and {log-salmon in three small streams.
Borka. or Spirlcin lies on the south side of the island, divided
from the mainland by a wide strait. This island stands out
bolc..l and abrupt, high from the sea. On the north shore are a
few small bays; above oue of them is the settlement, of six
Jonrts, 44 souls, t17 males, 27 females.) They have a few gardens. Principal subsistence, sea-fish and mussels. On this
island is fonnd a green stone, irony, or blackish, shiny red,
which the Aleuts require in painting their "kamlaykas." *
-~'
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On AMAKN A.K IsLAND were three settlements before the coming of the Russians in 1762, but now there are none; hogs ruo
from .April to October; on the little island to the west, Ooknada.k, was a small settlement.
TheKRAl\IEETSA ISLANDS are seven in number, lying between
Ounalashka and Oonemak, viz: Oonalga, Akootan, .A.koon, Goloi,
Avata.n ak, Teegalda, an(( Oogomak. Akootan is the largest and
most mountainous; the smallest and lowest is Oonalga, and all
of them have inbab\tants save Goloi and Oogomak; all have
foxes save Goloi; the catch is from 180 to 250 yearly.
OoNALGA bas a: small lake and three small streams, into which
only salmon-trout run. The berries are "sbeksa," (Empetrum
nigrum,) salmon-berry, and "morosbkie," (Rub'ltS chamremorus.)
Snow does not lie long here. The settlement is· on the south
side, on the clifl's; 3 yourts, 23 souls, (10 males, 13 females.) The
little, bold rocky islands to the northeast of Oonalga are frequented by hair-seals; on only one of them is a spring of water.
Ships cau go all around these islands without danger; they are
free from rocks or shoals.
AKOOTAN, a rough, rocky island, with a high volcano near the
middle; the beaches are few and far between, and but little land
fit for vegetation. Two lakes on it, with five streams; one bay
on the south side; a few fish come into the streams. Berries
of all kinds grow here, peculiar to this country; (from 40 to 60
foxes are killed here m·ery year, the greater number red.) On
the northeast side, in a small bay, are hot springs, coming from
the mountains, with so high a temperature, that meat and fish
can be cooked in them. On the very summit of the volcano are
found small, but deep, lakes, and the place where the volcano
breaks out strongly resembles the spout-hole of a huge wha1e,
the ridge of the mountain resembling the back and head of this
animal.
In old times there were 7 settlements, with GOO. people; in
1810 there was but one, and in the present time (1834) but one,
and this is on the north side, where a small stream runs down,
surrounded by high and rugged mountains. This is the smallest settlement in this district, 13 souls, living on fish, which
come into the streams and along tb~ beach.
AKOON lies near Akootan; it is smaller, and the mountains
not so high; one mountain, on the south side, always smokes,
but the smoke is never noteworthy. The beach is mostly bluffs~
rugged. The berries "moroshkie" and "zemlianeeka'' are
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found. Plenty of lakes, four large ones and fi\e streams, into
two of which fish run in small numbers. From 80 to 120 foxes
are annually killed. In 1830 the people here captured two
wolves; they must have been of only one sex, or they would
lwxe increased; these animals are very disagreeable, for they
kill the foxes and spoil the traps. Th~re were, long ago, eight
settlements on this island, with more than 500 people, but now
(1834) there are only three, with 85 souls, viz: .Artelnovakie,
southwest side of the island, on a high bluff, with two yourts,
two barrabkies, and a bath-house, and a trader belonging to the
company; the Aleuts ha\e seven yourts, 32 souls, (16 males, 16
females.) The trader and a few Aleuts have a small garden.
They sometimes capture a whale. Rayohesnoi is on the north
side, near a stream; five yourts built here and a few barrabkies,
37 souls, (19 males, 18 females.) Seeraidenskoi is inside of a
bay of that name, looking out on Avatanak; two yourts and
16 souls. Th~ people in both of these settlements live by the
beach, depending upon it and a few hair-seals that may come
around .
.A.VAT.AN.AK IsLAND has onitssoutheast side a hot spring, only
open to view at low water. This is the only island where the
Aleuts find red chalk. Above this island, near Akootan, are
two remarkable rocks, "Ooshenadskie." On them in early times
sea-lions were found, and one of them from all sides resembles
a bell. This island lies between Goloi and Teegalda. From
two lakes rises quite a stream on the north side, and which in
old times was a great fish-place, and since the extermination of
the Aleuts there by Salovayiah's comrade, N atoorbin, not a
fish bas come since. On the south side of the island sea-otters
come, and on the h:;land foxes of different colors, of which
twenty to thirty are taken per annum. In early times three,
not large settlements, were here; now there is but one, on the
north side, and consists of fi\Te excellent yourts, and distinguished by their being all clean and free from blackness ; 49
souls, (24 males and 25 females.) Vegetation here is not good.
\Vhen during my last visit to this place, in 1833, I saw tho signs
or ruins of the yourt where Salovayiah and Natoorbin lived,
and a woman was living then who had been a witness to their
cruelty. .A. small island lies near Avatanak which a few hair
seal repair to, an'd on the east side of it is found red chalk.
TEEG.ALDA lies east of Avatanak. It is next in size to Akoo·
tan. There are 3 lakes here from 300 to 1,000 sajens aronnd,
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.and a small stream flows, from which about 1,000 fish are taken.
All berries are found here except the huckleberry. From 50 to
70 foxes are killed here every year. The greatest number of
them are black and black-haired. In the autumn and winter are
plenty of " beach- geese," and in the spring " toondra geese."
·O n the south weRt side of this island is found stone-coal, and in
the lake near the settlement is a red or golden ocher. In ancient
times there were five settlements, in them o-ver 500 people, but
now there is only one, which lies on the north side, with a population of 92 souls, (39 males, 53 females.) They have a fine
"kozarmie,'' (barrack,) well built and always kept clean; five
_yourts, a bath-house, and a few barrabkies. The number given
above of these people includes those· who were brought over
from Oogamak in 1826. In this place are the n1ins of an old
yourt, 30 sajens (210 feet) long. Opposite the town, on the
north slde of the island, near Oogamak, is a number of steep,
high rocks (28) or islets. On them the big burgomaster-gull
breeds, and over 500 eggs are taken every year. On them are
three green places only, and on many of these islands lie hairseals, ar:d on one of the northern ones are sea-lions. This is the
chief supplying place for all these people here for winter-food.
On them are no lakes or streams. On the north side is a greenish red used by the Aleuts for painting their hats.
OoG.Al\IAK.-No water save a small spring; a small number
of foxes (7) killed annually. On the island comes a larger number of hair-seals than are found on all the others. On the cliffs,
sea-parrots breed, and over 500 are annually shot; on the
low rocks sea-lions previousl~r came in considerable numbers,
one of which traveled over and back from the south to the
north side of the island; a good many stay all winter. In early
times on the island there were many people, but they have been
growing less and less, so that now there are only 18.
OoNEMAK.-Tbis island was in old times the most densely
populated of all these islands; there were 12 settlements. In
1831 the ruins of a "Jmzarmie" or barracks exhibited a length
of over 600 sajens,, (4,200 feet,) and yourts were from 12 to 30,
and even 50 sajens. At t.h e present time (1834) only one settlement, Sheshal-dinskie, with 71 souls, (30 males, 41 females,) who
are poorest of all the Aleuts. They have but 2 yOtuts and 4
bidarkies, and the company has a trader here and two workmen; they have a yourt, a barrabkie, and "banio," (or bath-house.)
Anima;ls.-Mice or lemmings, minks, Parry's marmot, rabbits,
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woh~es, bears, deer, land-otter, anu red foxes, hair-seals on all
sides; sea-lions in ·small numbers; on the south and northwest
sides, where there are some lagoons, walrus are sometimes
found; on the beaches of this island sea-otters came twice,
first on the north beach, and second on the west. About the
north shore is a considerable number of whales. From 80 to 150
foxes were killed per annum, 1 to 3 wolves, and a few minks
and land-otters constitute the real hunting. Bears are plenty,
but they are coarse and mostly red, (cinnamon.) The most
valuable tLing i' the wllalebone; but little, howeyer, of this
is found.
NO~l'ES

rPON THE .ANDI.ALS OF THE ALEUTIAN ISL.AXDS.

[Translated from Yeniaminov's Zapieska, 1840.]

(Part 1, chap. xii, p. 68.) "The numbers of seyeral kinds of
animals are growing Yery much less in the present as compared
with past time. For instance, the company here (Ounalashka)
regularly killed more than a thousand sea-otters, (annually;)
now (18!0) from 70 to 150, (in 1832-1833 there were 175 to
200, and a long time JH'eYious to this such a number was not
obtained;) and there was a time (1826) when the whole returns
from the hunters of this Ounalashkan district were only 15
skins." "The company on the island of Saint Pan~ killed from
60,000 to 80,000 fur-seals per annum, and in the last season,
(1836,) with all possible care in getting, they obtamed only
about 1,200. On the island of Saint George, instead of 40,000
or 35,000, only 33,000 (1,300~) were killed."
(Part 3, p.52D.) "The kind of deer here I have had a glimpse
at, and I know that the large males do not weigh more than
three poods, * (108 pounds.) They go to seYeral islands of the
Shumagin group, Oonemak, and all OYer tliC peninsula,
(Alaska.)
'' BeaJ'.-IIerc all haYe patched and barsh fur, allCl are found on
Oonemak and the peninsula; they are also Yery quiet and seldom go for man. -The hunters are only afraid of those which
haYe torn ears. They eat meat, fish, and roots. At the time of
salmonrunniugiu tile riYers,bearsgenerally go there and capture
:fish. The bears go into the water above their knees, stand up
opposite the stream, and watch a fit opportunity when they can
if This it> an error ohviont>ly;
W.B.

17
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·will weigh from 21() to 324 pounds.-H.
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grab or snatch the fish, which, when they see it near, they instantly strike at it with their paws and most always hit; then
they either throw or carry their prey to the beach and return
to continue their work until they have as many as they want.
With the last fish they go to the bank and begin to eat. After
killing the fishes the bears eat only the heads, because this is
the fattest part.
"Bears in the winter sleep in dens, anywhere under cliffs, in
boles, or'caves; but I have beard that they have been sometimes seen walking about in the winter.
" Foxes may be divided into black, cross, and red, the greater
part red. They are caught in two ways, i.
guns and traps;
the latter is tlle best method, and by it the most are secured.
Hunting-season is in the fall and winter, when they are in new
and full fur. Trapping-season begins about 5th October and
continues as long as the snow lasts.
" Blue foxes are confined to the Pry bilov Islands, on Saint
George especially, where they annually kill about 1,500. It is
said that when these islands were :first discoYered there was
naught but blue foxes there, of most excellent quality; but a
few winters afterward came white foxes, which breed very
rapidly, and in a great measure spoiled the fur; that now the
fur which once was called blue is called smoky.
"Sea-otters are distinguished above everything on account of
their great value and small numbers. There was a time when
they were killed in thousands, now only by hundreds. There
are plenty of places where before there were great numbers of
sea-otters ; now not one is to be seen or found. The reason for
this is most evident: every year hunted without rest, they have
fled to places unknown and wit,h out danger.
"Land-otters are found only on the Shumagins, Oonemak, and
the peninsula in this Aleutian district. They do not live in
the sea, but are found in the lakes and go close to the sea;
they haYe longer feet or limbs, and can run on land better than
any of the other animals (amphibious) of their class. Of the
number taken in this district there is no true record, but in the
best years they do not get over 100. They are hunted, like
foxes, with guns and traps, but they are very strong and full of
life."

e.,
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TARIFF.

The following table shows the prices paid by the RussianAmerican Company in the Alaskan Territory, where it had no
competition.. (The quotations are in paper rubles=to 20 cents
each, (100 kopecks make a ruble;) a sih·er ruble is equal to
aLout 75 cents.)

I-1804.- -1827.-

1836.

I 1850.
I

R.kop. R.kop. R.kop. R. kop.

Sea-otter, prime .............. 10 00
one year old ........ 4 00
six months old ..... 0 60
Fur-seals, five to three years .. 0 ~0
two toone year ..... 0 20
:Martens, very best ............ 0 20
Beavers, best. __ •............. 1 20
Land-otter, best ........... __ .. 1 60
Bears, big black ...•.......... 2 00
Lynx ...............•......... 0 80
Mink, best .•••••.•........... 0 20
Foxes, extra black ...•..•.••.
blue-·-- ..............
silver, extra .•........
red, extra ••••....••••.
W oh·es, extra __ ..............
Wolverines, extra ..••...•....

20
10
2
0
0
0
2

3
4
3
0

00
00
00
50
40
50
50
20
00
00
30

.............
---··--·
1 00
0 20
1
0
1
0

00
75
00
80

30
15
3
0
0
0
4
4
4

00
00
00
75
50
50
00
GO

00

3 00

0 25
9

1

00
00

3 00

3 00

1 50
1 00
2 00

2 00
2 00
2 00

50 00
25 00
3 00
0 75
0 50
1 00
4 00
6 00
5 00
5 00
0 50
10 00
0 50
3 00
3 00
4 00
4 00

:Now (1874) the natives.
receive-

.

$40 each.
$10 each.
$2.50 each.
40 cents to $3 each.

Do.
From $1.50 to $3 each.
From 50 cents to- each.
From $2 to $2.50 each.
From $3 to $5 each.
From 1 to $2.50 each.
From 50 cents to $1.50.
each.
From $40 to $100 each.
40 cents each.
From $3 to $10 each.
From $1 to $1.50 each.
From $2 to $5 each.
Do.

Where this company bad competition, however, the prices
ranged quite high, to wit: At Sitka, for sea-otter, 140 to 150
silver rubles; beaver, from 2 to 18 rubles; land-otters, 2 to
18; mainland-foxes, black, 2 to 36 rubles; silver foxes, 3 to
18 ; reu, 2 rubles to 50 kopecks; martens, 50 kopecks to 3
rubles; lynx, from 3 to 9 rubles; bears, 1 to 18 rubles; wolverines, 2~ to 18 rubles; (these quotations are all in silver rubles.)
The value of staple furs of Alaska in the Chinese market
during 1799 wasSea-otter, prime, $75 to $100 each.
Fur-seal, prime, $3.50 to $3.75 each.
This is interesting, as the value of a dollar has not changed
since that time in that country, and sea otter sells to-day at
about the same rate as given.
Few fur-seals are sold in this market now, but the great bulk
of the sea-otter catch of the Kuriles goes into China. They do
not possess the art of dressing the former well, and were in the
habit of wearing them simply tanned. The Chinese for all un-
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dressed furs, like marten, beaver, &c., offer one of tlJe best
cash markets in the world; indeed, all the early trade of Alaska
went into China, both from Russian, French, and English
traders.
The following table shows the number of sea-otters and furseals secured off the coasts of California and Oregon by the
Russians during the period of their occupation of Ross, or
Bodega, in California, from 1824: to 1834 inclusive:
1824. 1825. 1826. 1827. 1828. 1829. 1830. 1831. 1832. 1833. 1834.

------1---1-------------------Sea-otters . . . . . . . . . 475
:500
Sea-otters, young ......... _... .
Fur-seals .......... 1, 050
455

287
13

9
1
3 ·----290 . -.- • . 210

18
12
112
1
5
4 .•.... ·---··
287 ·--·-· 205
118

187
220
34
35
54 -··-··

During the last forty years there have been no sea-otters to
speak of taken on the Californian coast; and in 1835 the last
fur-seals, fifty-four in number, were taken on the Farallones, two
small rocky islets off the mouth of San Francisco Harbor.
Hunters along the coast of Oregon still continue, however, to
shoot a few annually, but at restricted localities, as on the
small reach of coast at Gray's Harbor, where nearly all that are
now obtained from the -whole district are found .
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THE FUR-SEAL ROOKERIES OF THE SOUTH .ATLANTIC.
While the Oallorhinus is found in such great numbers in the
orth Pacific, there is nothing of its genus found in the waters
of the North .Atlantic, and none to speak of in the South Pacific,
and to-day the whole number found elsewhere than .Alaska is
quite small, though in early days, some hundred years ago,
when the fur-seal was first discoYered on the South Shetland
Islands, they were so abundant and so numerous that hundreds
of tllousands were annually taken-taken without the slightest
regard to sex or condition, although the skins were not of great
value tllen. So numerous were these animals that for over fifty
years an immense number, several hundred thousand skins,
were yearly secured in this reckless, ruinous fashion, and it was
not until the beginning of the last decade that the supply grew
so small that scarcely a vessel of the former fleets remained on
the ground ; and last season, tile winter of 1873-'74, less than
15,000 were gathered from the ground upon which many millions of fur-seals were found forty 3·ears ago resting and
breeding.
The government of Buenos .Ayres has from the first protected
and cared for a small rookery of fur-seals under the bluffs at
Cabo Corrientes, on its coast, where some 5,000 to 8,000 are annually taken, but the seals here have no hauling-grounds like
those on Saint Paul; they are.taken with much labor under the
high cliff's of this portion of the coast. This is the only government aid and care that the seals hav·e eY"er received outside of
Bering Sea. The following extract shows the way in which the
fur-seals of the south came into notice:
" Soon after Captain Cook's voyage in the Re!?olution, performed in 1771, he presented an official report concerning .New
Georgia, in which he gave an account of the great number of
elephant-seals and fur-seals which he had found on the shores
of that island. This induced several enterprising merchants to
fit out vessels to take them; the former for their oil, the latter
for their skins. Captain \Veddell states that he had been credil.>IJT informed that during a period of about fifty years not less
than 20,000 tons of oil were procured annually from this spot
alone for the London market, which, at a moderate price, would
yield about £1,000,000 a year.
.1:T
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"Seal-skins are very much used in their raw state o,;:; articles
of apparel by the nathTes of the polar zones; when tanned,
they are used extensively in making shoes ; and the Eskimo
have a process by which they make them water-proof, (~) so
that, according to Scoresby, the jackets and trousers made of
them by these people are in great request among the whalefishers for preserving them from oil and wet. But the skins
are not only used in this raw and tanned state as leather; on
account of their silky and downy covering, they constitute still
more important articles connected with the fur-trade. Thus
considered, seal-skins are of two kinds, which may be distinguished as hair-skins and fur-skins ; the former are used as
clothing and ornament by the Russians, Chinese, and other
nations, and the latter yield a fur which we believe exceeds in
value all others which have been brought into the market.
Many seals supply nothing but hair, while others in different
proportions produce both the hair, and unde1·neath it soft and
downy fur. The majority, we believe, are to be considered
merely as hair-skins, similar to the bear or sable, and of these
some are excellent of their kind and. much prized.'~-Hamilton's ·
Amphibious ]lam.malia, Edinburgh, 1839.
With regard to the manner in which the business was carried
on down here we find in the Encyclopredia Britannica the following facts: "From about the year 1806 till1823 an extensi"Ve
trade was carried on in the South Seas in procuring seal-skins;
these were obtained in vast abundance by the first traders and
yielded a very large profit. The time was when cargoes of
•
those skins yielded fiye or six dollars
apiece in China, and the
present price in the English market averages from 30 to 50
shillings per skin. The number of skins brought off from
Georgia cannot be estimated at fewer than 1,200,000 ; the
island of Desolation has been equally productive, and, in addition to the vast sums of money which these creatures have
yielded, it is calculated that several thousand tons of shipping
have annually been employed in the traffic."
· An English writer in 1839 calls attention to the deplorable
and ruinous management of affairs on the great rookeries of
the South Pacific in the following strong terms :
"It may be considered superfluous to read a lecture to the
trader upon a matter so nearly touching his own interest ; and
yet there is one point, at the same time, which forms so essential a part of my subject, that we cannot withhold a word or
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two. These valuable creatures (fur-seals) have often been
found frequenting some sterile islands in innumerable multitudes. By way of illustration, I shall refer only to the fur-seal
as occurring iu South Shetland. On this barren spot their
numbers were such that it 11as been estimated that it could
have continued permanently to furnish a return of 100,000 furs
a year; wllich, to say nothing of the public benefit, would lla\e
yielded annually a very handsome sum to the adventurers.
But what do these men do~ In two short years, 1821 and 1822,so
great is the rush that they destroy 320,000. They killed all, and
spared none. The moment an animal landed, though· big with
young, it was destroyed. Those on shore were likewise imrne<.liately dispatched, though the cubs were but a day old. The e,
of course, all died, their number, at the lowest calculation, exceeding 100,000. No wonder, then, at the end of the second
;year the animals in this locality were nearly extinct. So is it in
other localities, and so with other seals, and so with the oil-seals,
and so with the whale itself, every addition only making bad
worse. All this might easily be pre\ented hy a little less barbarous and reyolting cruelty, and by a little more enlightened
selfishness.
'' "\Vith regard to this seal-fishery of the south, the English
and Americans llave exclusively divided it between them, and
with very great profits. It has lately been stated (1839) that
they together employ not fewer than sixty vessels in the trade,
of from 250 to 300 tons burden. These v-essels are strongly built,
and have each six boats, like those of the whalers, together
with a small vessel of 40 tons; which is put in requisition when
they reach the scene of their operations. The crew consists of
about twenty-four hands; their object being to select a fixed
locality from which to make their various batteaus. Thus it is
Yery common for the ship to be moored in some secure bay and
be partially unrigged, while at the same time the furnaces,
try-pots, &c., required for making the oil are placed on shore.
The little cutter is then rigged and manned with about 4alf
the crew, who sail about the neighboring islands and send a
few men here and there on shore where they may see seals or
wish to watcll for them. The campaign frequently lasts for
three years, and in the midst of unheard-of privations and dangers. Some of the crew are sometimes left on distant barren
spots, the others being driven off by storms. They are left to
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perish or drag out for years a most precarious and wretched
existence."*
This gives a very fair idea of the manner in which the business was conducted in the South Pacific. How long would our
sealing interests in Bering Sea withstand the attacks of such a
fleet of sixty vessels, carrying from twenty to thirty men each V
Not over two years. The fact that these great southern rookeries withstood and paid f9r attacks of this extensive character
during a period of over twenty years speaks eloquently of the
millions upon millions that must have existed in the waters now
almost deserted by them.
*Robert Hamilton, Amphibious Mammalia, Edinburgh, 1839.
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THOUGHTS UPON POSSIBLE 1\IOVEl\IENTS OF THE
.F UR-SEALS IN THE FUTURE.
As these animals live and breed upon the Prybilov Islands,
certain natural conditions of landing-ground and clill)ate appear from my study of them to be necessary to their existence
and perpetuation. From my surveys made upon the islands to
the north, Saint :l\Iatthew's and Saint Lawrence, and the authentic corroborating testimony of those who have visited all of the
mainland-coast on our side as well as the islands adjacent, including the Peninsula and the Aleutian Archipelago, I have
no hesitation in stating that the fur-seal cannot breed on any
other land than tbat now resorted to within our boundary-lines;
the natural obstacles are insuperable. Therefore, so far as our
possessions extend, we have in the Prybilov group the only eligible land on which the fur-seal can repair for breeding, and on
Saint Paul alone there is still room enough vacant for the
accommodation of ten times as many as we find there now.
But we know that to the westward, and within the jurisdiction of Ru sia, are two islands-one very large-on which the
fur-seal regularly breeds also, and though, from the meager
testimony in our possession, we are told that it is in small numbers only, still, if the land be as suitable for the reception of
the rookeries as is that of Saint Paul, then what guarantee have
we that at some future time the seal-life on Copper and Bering Islands may not be greatly augmented by a corresponding diminution of our own with no other than natural causes
operating 1 Certainly, if the ground on either Copper or Bering Island is as well suited for the wants of the breeding furseal as is that on Saint Paul, then I say that we may at any
time note a diminution here and find a corresponding augmentation there, for I have clearly shown, in my chapter on the habits of these animals, that they are not particularly attached to
the respective places of their birth, but that they ]and with
an instinctive appreciation of its fitness as a whole. The want
of definite knowledge in regard to the character of the Russian islands is a serious drawback to any correct generalization
as to the limit of migration, and they ought to be examined intelligently with this view, for if these Russian islands do not
present any considerable area of eligible breeding-ground as on
Saint Paul, then we know that they will never be resorted t<>
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by any great numbers of the fur-seal, not at least while so
much good rookery -ground on the American side is vacant as
is the case now.
If we, however, possess \irtually all the best-situated ground,
then we can count upon retaining the [Cal-life as we now have
it, and in no other way; for it is not unlikely that some season
may occur when an immense number of the fur-seals "'hich
have lived during the last four or fiye years on the rr,ybilo\·
Islands should be deflected from their usual feeding-range by
the shifting of schools of fish, &c., so as to bring them around
quite close to the Asiatic seal-grounds in the spring, and tlle.
scent from those rookeries would act as a pow·el'ful stimulant
for them to land there, where conditions for their l.n'eelliug may
be as favorable as desired by them. Such being the case, tlJh;
diminution which we would notice on the Prybilov group would
be the great increase obser.ved here, and not due to a11y mismanagement on the part of the men in charge of these interests. Tllus it appears to me necessary tllat definite knowledge
concerning the Commander Islands and the Kuriles should
be possessed; without it, I should not hesitate to say that any
report made by an agent of tlJe Department as to a visible diminution of the seal-life on the Prybilovs, due, in his opinion,
to the effect of killing, as it is conducted, was without good
foundation; that this diminution would haYe been noticed just
the same in all likelihood had there been no taking of seals at
all on the islands, and that the missing seals are more than
probably on the Uussian grounds.
If we find, howeyer, that the character of tllis Russian sealland is restricted to narrow beach-margins under bluffs, as at
Saint George, then we know that a great body of seals will never
attempt to land tllere wllen they could not <.lo so without suffering, and therefore, with this correct understanding to start on,
we can then feel alarmed with good reason should we obsen·e
a diminution to any noteworthy degree on Saint Paul.
I do not think, however, that we will be called upon to look
into this question for an indefinite time to come, tlJough it may
come soon; but the seal. undoubtedly feed in systematic rontine of travel from tlle t.ime they leave the Prj'biloY Islands until their return, and therefore, in all probability, unless the fish
upon which they feed suddenly become scarce iu our waters on
.soundings, the~T (the seals) will not change tlwir base as mat-
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ters now progres~, but it cannot be considered superfluous to
call up this question for discussion and future thought.
In the mean time the moyernents of the seals upon the sev·eral breeding-grounds of Saint Paul aml Saint George should
be faithfully noted. and re(;orded every year, and the question of
their incrr.ase or diminution will be soon settled beyond all
theory or cavil. Tllis action on the part of tile Government
agent up there is of the first importance. The counting of the
skins is done alike twice over, by the company in the presence
of the natives, and then again in San Francisco by the custombouse officials there, and be~'Y bonds and self-interest would
prevent any attempt at transgression of law, e\Ten if an ap.p arent chance ·was offered.; but tlle company i~ not bound to
submit a report e\eQT year to tbe Treasury Department upon
the condition of tl1e seal-life there, and although it does take intelligent cognizance of this matter, still no weight could be attached to any statement that it might make, for the simple reason of the cry tlJat would be raised of interested machination
if so done.

:
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AN ACT to pnwcnt the extermination of fur-ucaring anim::t]t; iu Alaska.

Be it enaetecl by the Senate and House of Re]n~esentatircs of the
Unitecl States ~f America in Congress assembled, That it shall be

unlawful to kill any fur-seal upon the islands of Saint Paul's
and Saint George's, or in the waters adjacent thereto, except
during the months of June, July, September, and October, in
each year; and it shall be unlawful to kill such seals at any
time by the use of fire-arms, or use other means tending to
drhTe the seals away from said islands: Provided, That the
nativ-es of said islands shall ha-ve the priYilege of killing such
young seals as may be necessary for their owu food and cloth{£!g during other months, and also such old seals as may be
required for their own clothing and for tlte manufacture of boats
for their own use, which killiug shall be limited and controlled
by such regulations as sllaH be prescribed l>y the Secretar.r of
the Treasury.
SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be unlawful to
kill any female seal, or any seal less tllan one year old, at any
.season of the year, except as aboye prmTiJed; and it shall also
be unlawful to kill any seal in the waters adjacent to said
islands, or on the beaches, cliff's, or rocks where tlley haul up
from the s~a to remain; and any person wllo shall violate
j
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either of the proYisions of this or the first section of this act,
shall be punished on conviction thereof, for each ofl'ense, by a
fine of not less than two hundred dollars nor more than one
thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeuing six months,
or by both such fine and imprisonment at the discretion of the
court having jurisdiction and taking cognizance of the offense;
anu all vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furniture, whose
crew shall be found engaged in the violation of any of the pro-.
visions of this act, shall be forfeited to the U uited States.
SEC. 3. And be 'it further enacted, That for the period of
twenty years from and after the passage of this act the number
of fur-seals which may be killed for their skins upon the island
of Saint Paul's is hereby limited and restricted to seventy-five
thousand per annum; and the number of fur-seals which may
be killed for their skins upon the island of Saint George's is
hereby limited and restricted to twenty-five thousand per annum : Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury may restrict
and limit the right of killing, if it shall become necessary for the
preservation of such seals, with such proportionate reduction
of the rents reserved to the Government as shall be right and
proper; and if any person shall knowingly violate either of the
provisions of this section, he shall, upon due conviction thereof,
be punished in the same way as is provided herein for a violation of the provisions of th·e first and second sections of this
act.
SEc. 4. And be it fu'r thet enacted, That immediately after the
passage of this act the Secretary of the Treasury shall lease, for
the rental mentioned in section 6 of this act, to proper and
responsible parties, to the best advantage of the United States,
having due regard to the interests of the Government, the
native inhabitants, the parties heretofore engaged in the trade,
and the protection of the seal-fisheries, for a term of tweuty
years from the 1st day of l\fay, 1870, the right to engage in the
business of taking fur-seals on the islands of Saint Paul's and
Saint George's, and to send a vessel or vessel~ to said islands
for the skins of such seal~, giving to the lessee or lessees of said
islands a lease duly executed, in duplicate, not transferable,
and taking from tile lessee or lessees of said islands a bond,
with sufficient sureties, in a sum not less than $500,000, conditional for the faithful observance of all the laws and requirements
of Congress and of tlle regulations of the Secretary of the
Treasury touching tlJe subject-matter of taking fur-seals and
disposing of the same, and for tlJe payment of all taxes and
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dues accruiug to the United States connected therewith. And
in making said. lease the Secretary of the Treasury shall ha-ve
due regard to tlJe presen·ation of the seal-fur trade of said
islamh;, and the comfort, maintenance, and education of the
natives thereof. The said lessees shaH fun1i2h to the several
masters of \essels ern ployed by them certified· copies of the
lease held by them, respectively, which shall be presented to
the Government re,~enue-officer for the time being who may be
in charge at the said islands, as tlJe authority of the party for
landing and taking skins.
SEC. 5. Lind be it furtha enacted, That at the expiration of
said term of t\Yenty years, or on surrenuer or forfeiture of any
lease, other leases may he made in manner as afo~said for
other terms of twenty years; but no persons other than American citizen. shall be permitted, by lease or otherwise, to occupy
said islands, or either of them, for the purpose of taking the
skins of fur-seals therefrom, nor shaH any foreign vessel be engaged in taking sneh skins; and the Secretary of the Treasury
hall -vacate and declare any lease forfeited if the same be held
or operated f01" tlJe use, benefit, or advantage, directly or indirectly, of any person or persons other than American citizens.
Every lease shall contain a covenant on the part of the lessee
that he will not keep, sell, furnish, give, or dispose of any distilled spirits or spirituous liquors on either of 'said islands to
any of the natives tlJereof, such person not being a physician
and furnishing tlJe same for use as medicine; and any person
wlJo shall kill any fur-seal on either of said islands, or in the
waters adjacent thereto, (excepting natives· as proYided by this
act,) without authority of the lessees thereof, and any person
who shall molest, disturb, or interfere with said lessees, or
either of them, or their agents or employes in the lawful prosecution of tlJeir busines , under the provisions of this act, shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall for each offense,
on conviction thereof, be punished in the same way and by like
penalties as prescribed in the second section of this act; and all
Yessels, their tackle, apparel, appurtenance", and cargo, wlJose
crews slJall be found engaged in a uy Yiolation of either of the
pro-rh;ious of this section, shall be forfeited to the U nitecl
States; and if any person or company, under any lease herein
authorized, shall knowingly kill, or permit to 'be killed, any
Dt mber of seals exceeding the number for each island in tlJis
act prescribed, snell pen.,on or company , ball, in addition to
the pellnltiP ~ ntHl forfl•itnres nbresaid, ah:;o forfeit the whole
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number of the skins of seals killed in that year, or, in case
the same have been disposed of, then said person or company
shall forfeit the value of the same. And it shall be the
duty of any revenue-officer, officia11y acting as such on either of
said islands, to seize and destroy any distilled spirits or spirituous liquors found thereon: Provided, That such officer shall
make detailed report of his doings to the collector of the port.
SEc. 6. And be it further enacted, That the annual rental to
be reserved by said lease shall be not less than $50,000 per
annum, to be secured by deposit of United States bonds to that
amount, and in addition hereto a revenue tax or duty of two
dollars is hereby laid upon each fur-seal skin taken and shipped
from said islands during the continuance of such lease, to be
paid into the Treasury of the United States; and the Secretary
of the Treasury is hereby empowered and authorized to make
all needful rules and regulations for the collection and payment
of the same, for the comfort, maintenance, education, and protection of the natives of .said islands, and also for carrying into
full effect all the proYhdons of this act : Provided Jwrther, That
the Secretary of the Treasury may terminate any lease given to
any person, company, or corporation, on full and satisfactory
proof of the violation of any of the provisions of this act or the
rules and regulations esta bUshed by him : Prot,ided fu.rther1
That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby author-ized to
deliYer to the owners the fur-seal skins now stored on the
islands, on the payment of one dollar for each of said skins
taken and shipped away by said owners.
SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the
seventh and eighth sections of an act entitled "An act to ex~
tend the laws of the United States rel~t~ng to customs, commerce, and navigation over the territory ceded to the United
States by Russia, to establish a collection-district therein, and
for other purposes," approved July 27, 18GS, shall be deemed
to apply to this act; and a.U prosecutions for offenses committed against the provisions of this act, and all other proceedings 'bad because of the violations of the provisions of
this act, and which are authorized by said act above mentioned, shall be in accordance with the provisions thereof; and
all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of
this act are hereby repealed.
SEc. 8. And be it further (;'~acted, That the Congress may
at any time hereafter alter, amend, or repeal this act.
Approved, July 1, 1870.
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BY-LA \VS OF TllE ALASKA COl\L\IERCIAL COl\IP ANY,
SA~ FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.
I. The corporate name of this company is the Alaska Commercial Company, and its affairs are under the control of five
trustees, who shall hereafter be chosen by the stockholders
of the company on the second Wednesday of ,June in each year,
and who shall hold office until their successors are elected.
The annual meetings of the stockholders shall be held at the
office of the company. At all elections of trustees by the stockholders each toekholder shall be entitled to one vote for eYery
share of stock held by him on the books of the company.
Stockholders may vote by proxy. All proxies shall be signed
by the party owning the stock represented.
II. The principal place of business of the company is San
Francisco, California.
III. Tile regular meetings of the board of trustees will be
held at the Qftice of the company on the first WedneRday in
each month, at ]3 o'clock m., and no notice of such meeting to
any of the trustees shall be requisite. Other meetings of the
board of trustees may be held upon the call of the president,
by notice, signed by him, of the time and place of meeting,
personally sen~ed on each trustee residing -within this State, or
pnblished in a newspaper of general circulation in San Francisco for ten days successively next preceding the day of such
meeting. Special meetings may be held upon notice, signed
by three trustees, stating the time and place of meeting, and
the purpose for which the meeting is called, having been dulyserved on each trustee, or published in a newspaper of g~neral
circulation in San Francisco for ten days successively next preceding the day of meeting, and no business other than that
specified in the notice shall be transacted at such special meet·
ing. At all meetings of the board any three of the trustees
being present shall constitute a quorum for tile transaction of
the busines of the company. Adjourned meetings may be
held in pursuance of a resolution of the board adopted at any
regular or genera,l meeting of the board. Any three trustees
elected at an,y annual meeting of the stockholders of the company, and being present at the close of such stockholders' meeting, may, on the same day, without notice to any of the trustees,
meet and organize the board by the election of officers, ancJl
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may transact such other business as may come before the board
at such meeting. ·
IV. The officers of the company !Shall consist of a president,
a Yice-president, and a secretary, who shall be chosen by the
board of trustees at their first meeting after the annual election of trustees; such officers to hold office oue year, or until
their successors are elected.
V. The president, or in his absence tlle vice-preside11t, shall
preside at the meetings of the board. In case neither are vreseut, the board may appoint a president pro tempore.
VI. All Yacancies iu the board may be filled by the board at
the next meeting after the existence of such vacancy, and it
shall require the affirmative Yote of three trustees to elect. In
case of any vacancy occurring among the officers or agents of
the company, tlw same may l>e filled at any meeting of the
board.
VII. All certificates of the capital stock of the cowpany
shall be signed by the president and secretary, attested by
the corporate seal of the company, and can be issued. to the
parties entitled. thereto or their authorized agent. .All transfers of stock sllall be made on the l>ooks of the company lJy
the secretary, upon surrender of the original certificate or certificates, properly indorsed by the party in whose favor the
same was issued. No stock shall l>e transferred to any person
not a stockholder of the company at the time of such transfer,
unless the same sha11 ba,·e been offered for sale to the company, or stockholder~ of the company, and the purchase at the
fair cash or market "Value refused, except by authority of a
resolutjon of the board of trustees permitting such transfer;
VIlJ. The corporate seal of the company consists of a die of
the following words: "Alaska Commercial Company, San
Francisco, California."
IX. The corporate seal, and all property, securities, inter€sts, and business of the company, shall be under the control
and general management of the president, subject to the direction of the board of trustees. The fuuds of the company
sha11 be deposited (from time to time, as they are receh-ed) to
the credit of the company, with a bank doing business in San
Francisco, to be designated by tbe president, and the said funds
can be drawn from such bank only by proper checks or drafts,
signed by the president or "Vice-president of the com pans·. The
books of the compnny shall be k~pt by the secretary, who shall
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also keep a correct record of all the proceeding::; of the board
of trustees hacl at their meetings, and perform such other
duties as the board of t.rustees m'ay require.
X. The pay and salaries of all officers of the company shall
be determined, from time to time, by the board of trustees.
XI. The pre&ident of the company shall have power to ap·
point and employ such general business agents, factors, attorneys, clerks, and other employes as he may deem proper and
requisite for conducting the business and affairs of the company; and he shall fix the pay, commissions, or salaries of all
such agP-nts, factors, attorneys, clerks, and other employes,
from time to time, as circumstances shall require.
XII. All transfers of the capital stock of this company made
to persons not citizens of the United States, or made for the
use or benefit of any citizen or citizens of any foreign government, are absolutely void.
XIII. Dividends from the net profits of the company may
be declared and paid by order of the board of trustees, in aceordance with law.
XIV. These by-laws may be altered or amended by the
board of trustees in the manner prescribed by law.
18 AL
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HEGULATIONS.
OFFICE ALASKA COMMERCIAL CUMP ANY,

San Francisco, January, 1872
The following regulations are prescribed for the guidance of
all concerned:
1. The general management of the company's affairs on the
islands of Saint PauPs and Saint George's is intrusted to one
general agent, whose lawful orders and directions must be implicitly obeyed by all subordinate agents and employes.
2. Seals can only be taken on the islands during the months
of June, July, September, and October in each year, except
those killed by the native inhabitants, for food and clothing,
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.
Female seals and seals less than one year old will not be
killed at any time, and the killing of seals in the waters surrounding the islands, or on or about the rookeries, beaches,
cliffs, or rocks, where they haul up from the sea to remain, or
by the use of fire-arms, or any other means tending to drive
the seals away from the islands, is expressly forbidden.
3. The use of fire-arms on the islands, during the period from
the first arrival of seals in the spring-season until they disappear from the islands in autumn, is prohibited.
4. No dogs will be permitted on the islands.
5. No person will be permitted to kill seals for their skins
on the islands, except under the supervision and authority of
the agents of the company.
6. No vessels other than those employed by the company, m'
vessels of the United States, will be permitted to touch at the
islands, or to land any persons or merchandise thereon, except
in cases of shipwreck or vessels in distress.
·
7. The number of seals which may be annually killed for
their skins on Saint Paul's Island is limited to seventy-five
thousand, and the number which may be so killed on Saint
~George's Island is limited to twenty-five thousand.
8. No persons other than American citizens, or the Aleutian
inhabitants of said islands, will be employed by the company
on the islands in any capacity.
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9. The Aleutian people li dng on the islands will be employed by the company in taking seals for their skins, and
they will be paid for the labor of taking each skin and delivering the same at the salt-house forty cents, coin, until otherwise
ordered by the Secretary of the Treasury. For other labor performed for tile company, proper and remunerative wages will be
paid, th'3 amount to be agreed upon between the agents of the
company and the persons employed. The working-parties will
be under the immediate control of their own chiefs, and no
compulsory means will ever be used to induce the people to
labor. All shall be free to labor or not, as they may choose.
The agents of the company will make selection of the seals to
be killed, and are authorized to use all proper means to prevent the cutting of skins.
10. All provisions and merchandise required by the inhabitants for legitimate use will be furnished them from the company's stores, at prices not higher than ordinary retail prices
at San Francisco, and in no case at prices above 25 per cent.
advance on wholesale or invoice prices in San Francisco.
11. The necessary supplies of fuel, oil, and salmon will be
furnished the people gratis.
12. All widows and orphan children on the islands will be
supported by the company.
13. The landing or manufacture on the islands of spirituous
or intoxicating liquors or wines will under no circumstan~es be
permitted by the company, and the preparation and use of fermented liquors by the inhabitants must be discouraged in every
legitimate manner.
14. Free transportation and subsistence on the company's
vessels will be furnished all people, who at any time desire to
remove from the islands to any place in the Aleutian group of
islands.
15. Free schools will be maintained by the company eight
months in each year, four hours per day, Sundays and holidays
excepted, and agents and teachers will endeavor to secure the
attendance of all. The company will furnish the necessary
books, stationery, and other appliances for the use of the schools
without cost to the people.
16. The physicians of the company are required to faithfully
attend upon the sick, and both medical attendance and medicines shall be free to all persons on the islands; and the ac-
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ceptance of gratuities from the people for such serdces is forbidden.
·
}-7. The dwelling-houses now being erected by the company,
will be occupied by the Aleutian families, free of rent or other
charges.
18. No interference on the part of agents or employes of the
company, in the local government of the people on the islands,
or in their social or domestic relations, or in their religious rites
or ceremonies, will be countenanced or tolerated.
19. It is strictly enjoined upon all agents and employes of
the company to at all times treat the inhabitants of the islands
with the utmost kindness, and endeaYor to preserve amicable
relations with them. Force is never to be used against them,
except in defense of life, or to prevent the wanton destruction
of valuable property. The agents and employes of the company are expected to instruct the native people in household
economy, and, by precept and ·example, illustrate to them the
principles and benefits of a higher civilization.
20. Faithful and strict compliance with all the prodsions and
obligations contained in the act of Congress entitled "An act
to prevent the extermination of fur-bearing animals in Alaska,"
approved July I, 1870, and the obligations contained in the
lease to the compar.y executed in pursuance of said act, and
the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury, prescribed
under authority of said act, is especially enjoined upon all
agents ancl employes of the company. The authority of the
special agents of the Treasury appointed to reside upon the
islands must be respected, whenever lawfully exercised. The
interest of the company in the management of the seal-fisheries being identical in character with that of tbe United States,
there can be no conflict between the agents of the company
and the agents of the Government, if all concerned faithfully
perform their several duties and comply with the laws and regulations.
21. The general agent of the company will cause to be kept
books of record on each island, in which shall be recorded the
names and ages of all the inhabitants of the islands, andr from
time to time, all births, m~rriag(~s, and deaths which may occur
on the islands, stating, in cases of death, the causes of the
same. A full transcript of these record8 will be annually forwarded to the horne office at San Francisco.
22. Copies of these regulations will be kept constantly posted
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iu conspicuous places ou both islands, and any willful violation
<>f tlte same by the agents or employes of the company will be
followed by the summary removal of the offend·ing party.
JOHN F. :MILLER,
President Alaska Commercial Company.
NOTE.-Scctions 2 and 7 of the above regulations were based upon the
law of July 1, 1870; but since then Congress has given the Secretary of the
Treasury the power to fix the ratio f9r each island upon a more intelligent
understanding of the subject-and also to extend the time for taking from
the 1st of June up to the 15th of August.-H. W. E.
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